The first thrge buildings on campus looking across the pond, circa 1900

The Middlesex County Training School
From Beginning to End
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Portrait of the inmates circa 1896 with sports and band equipment
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Middlesex Training School Timeline

1892 - A Middlesex County Truant School was authorized to serve Middlesex County, Chelsea, Revere, and Winthrop

1894 — The Truant School was opened for the reformation of boys aged 7 to 16 who were habitual truants or had
committed other minor offences. The property was formerly a 62.5-acre farm located at 255 Princeton St.
The initial campus consisted of administration and dormitory (Read Hall), workshop, laundry, and bakery
(Upham Hall), Superintendent’s cottage, and multiple farm outbuildings

Mar 1898 — Dormitory cottage Bigelow Hall opened to house an increasing population

1904 — Dormitory cottage Gould Hall opened

1908 — The name of the school was changed to Middlesex Training School

1909 — The Massachusetts Acts of 1909 forbade any child under 14 who could not read or write from working in any
factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment.

1910 — The new child labor law drove the need for a third dormitory cottage (Richardson Hall)

1925 — A fire broke out in Read Hall, but the fire was extinguished, and damage repaired

Feb 1973 —Congress previously mandated that public schools could not expel or transfer “exceptional” children
without due process of law. With need drastically reduced, the county commissioners voted 2 to 1 to close
the Middlesex Training School

1973-1984 - Following the closure, several local sports and civic organizations held events and meetings on campus

1974 - The DARE (Dynamic Action Residence Enterprise Inc.) opened on campus for male youth offenders ages 12-18

Sep 1979 — The Lighthouse School moved to Old Westford Road after several years at the Training School campus

1982 — Fay A. Rotenberg School, operated by the Robert F Kennedy Children’s Action Corps, opened in Bigelow Hall

May 1984 — Wang Laboratories Inc. was riding a wave of prosperity in computer development and purchased the
62.5-acre property for a corporate headquarters

Oct 1984 — Wang Laboratories had a change of plans, gifting 34.0 acres of their property to U-Mass Lowell and selling
the remaining 28.5 acres. It was stipulated that the gift was for educational purposes only and “if the
University does not adhere to this agreement the land will revert back to Wang Laboratories.” This and
several other restrictions were to remain in effect for 30 years

1985 - The University of Lowell moved its College of Education into the West Campus (Upham, Read, and Gould Halls)

Jan 1990 — The University of Lowell proposed to renovate Richardson Hall as a demonstration school in partnership
with Lowell Public Schools, but gave up after fully accessing the cost to renovate the fire-damaged building

1991 — The University became part of the University of Massachusetts system

1998 — The College of Education became the Graduate School of Education

2003 - The Graduate School of Education left West Campus and relocated to the O’Leary Library in the South Campus

2006 — The Fay A. Rotenberg School left Bigelow Hall and moved to Westborough, MA

Aug 2013 — Unpowered and unoccupied Read Hall was a victim of arson on August 28 and had to be demolished

Jun 2014 — The State Senate included money in an infrastructure bond bill to demolish three remaining buildings on
the West Campus

Oct 2014 — The Commonwealth of Mass filed a Declaration of Termination of Restrictions, ending the 1984 restrictions

Sep 2017 — Chelmsford created a “West Campus Vision” detailing a mix of age-restricted and subsidized housing units

Aug 2018 — UMass Lowell was cleared by the state Legislature and Governor Baker to sell the West Campus

June 2019 — The Commonwealth of Mass sold the West Campus to 255 Princeton Realty Holdings LLC

May 2021 — Trammell Crow Residential shared redevelopment plans with the Chelmsford Select and Planning boards

Aug 2021 — The Commonwealth of Mass advised that the proposed use of West Campus is suitable and eligible

Feb 2022 — An overlay district was approved at Special Town Meeting on February 24 allowing a 396-unit multi-family
rental residential development, with a 54-unit senior complex, to proceed.



Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell

MippLESEX COUNTY TRUANT ScHooL, No. CHELMSFORD.

Frected in 189¢ contains
Administrative Office and
accommodations for a Famil y
of Fifty Boys.

Collages are named after the

Commissioners under whose

Administration the BU//o’/ngs
were erected.

Read Cottage.
Administration Building.

Contains Fifty Beds.
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Dormltory In Read Cot’tage



Read Hall administration building, circa 1896, courtesy of Chelmsford Public Library




Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell

MIDDLESEX GOUNTY TRUANT ScHooL, No.CHELMSFORD.

In this Building

/s the Chapel where
Religious

Fxercises are held
and where the Boys
assemble for
Entertainments.

Upham Building,
an Industrial Buildin 0 ——

) ' “Bakery in Upham Cottage.
/n this Bw/g?rzg also are /\’(fc/?en, Se W/hg Room, and Store Rooms.
All the Baking and Cooking is done by one Man with the assistance of a class

of Boys. A Class of Boys under the Instruction of a Seamstress do all the
Mending and Making for the Institution.



Upham Industrial Building circa 1896, courtesy of the Chelmsford Public Library




Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell

MippLESEX COUNTY TRUANT ScHooL, No. CHELMSFORD.

Bigelow Cottage
Accommoaating SO Boys. Erected 1898

One of the Two Dormitories in Dining Room in
Bigelow Cottage, Containing 25 Beds. Bige|ow Cottage.




North Chelmsford’s Marinel and Willsteed Stone Works provided granite foundations
for the Middlesex County Truant School. Courtesy of the Chelmsford Public Library




Bigelow Cottage circa 1890, stone bridge constructed as inmate training project




Bigelow and Upham Halls circa 1900, courtesy of Chelmsford Public Library
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Bigelow, Upham, and Read Halls looking across the campus pond circa 1900
. — .




Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell

MIDDLESEX COUNTY TRUANT SCHOOL, NO. CHELMSFORD.

Erected 1n 1904,
gccommodating a

fam/é/ of f/’fzj/ ,60/3.

Gould Cottage.

- -

Another \}iew.




Gould Hall front view, newest building on campus constructed in 1904, June 10, 2007
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Lowell Sun, February 18, 1899

WANT MORE LAND

For the County Truant Schoo!
at Cheimsford,

—_—

HEARING AT THE STATE
HOUSE YESTERDAY.

‘Before the c_ommlt_tao on
i .. .. Countles. _—

P

AMore land i3 wanted for the North
.Chelmsford Truant school and ex-Moy-
| of Bennett made his Arst public appedr-
ance shnce Inauguration Day et & hear-
ing on the matter befo¥e the commitiee
on counties at the State FHouse yester-
day. The following bill accompanied
Mayor Bonnett's petitlon on the mal-
ter:

Section 1—The county commisslon-
ers af the coiunty of Milddlesex ave
hereby authorized and empowered Lo
acquire” for the uses and purposes of
the truant school at Chelmaford, In
sald county, additional land In anid
town of Chelmsford and may take,
by purchase or atherwise, such ad-
jacent land a3 may be necessary for
such purposes, nol exceeding fltern
acres.

Section 2—Sald county commlgsioners
shall, within 60 days after the iaking
of any land under this aet, otherwisec
than hy purchase, flle nnd cause to be
recorded in the replistry of deeds [or
the northern district of said county, a
description of such Iand sufiliciently ue-
curate for [dentificatlon, with & state-
ment of the purpose for which the
same was taken, signed by swid county
cordmissioners, and the title of the
lands so taken shall vest [n said county
in fee. 5

Section 3—Sald county shall pay all
damages sustained by nny persons in
their property by reason of such tak-
'ing, and ¥ any person sustalning
| damage nnd sald commlisaioners fail
i to agrec as to the amount of damonges
austalned, sald person or sald commis-
giners may within one year (rom
yuch taking, file in the oflice of the
‘cterk of the euperlor court for sald
county of Middlesex, s petition for al
jury te determming such damages; and
thereupon, atter such notice as the
court may order, the damnges shall
be determined by a jury In said court,
in the same manner as damages for
Iands taken for highivays.

Sectlon 4—Said county commissicners
may erect additlona) hulldings for the
use of said truant school,

Section §—In order to mneet the ex-

cmmissioners may borrow from time
to time upon the credit of said coun-
ty a sum not exccading In the aggre-
gate, $12,000, Sald Indebtedness shall
be paid out of amounts recelved for
taxes at the rate of $3000 ench year,
jcommencing with the year 1300 untll

| Sectton 6—This act @hall take elfect
iupon 1ts passage.

' Representative W. H. I. Hayes con-
q

ucted the hearing for the petliioners
and Ar,

.called.
“My nome I8 James W,
owell,” said Col. .Bennett.
“Mayor?" asked the chalrman.
“No; ex-mayor,” repiied the colonel, ,
“The turncd-dewn mayorn” )
The sum of nearly $30,000, he 28id,,
had been spont on the Princeton street
extenrlon, a atate highway, The tru-:
ant school was near-this road. The’
county commissionera asked for 15
acres more of land. ‘The nriglnat 15
acres bought had been = slined by
the Loys and turned intd festile farr-
land. Personaily, e belleved Lthat the
county commlgsioners should ask for
20,000 and buy a bundred merea of land,
The truant schoot might be called ex-
pensive when comparad with a poor
farm, bat it was not the intention of
the county commissipners to send the
boys Lo a ponr farny,  The 105 boys In
the Institution were belng taught prac-
tical farmning. Thure were no doctors’
bills to pay when they cauld do outdonr
work. It was the experience of the
officials that there were no healthler
lot of boys anywhere.

Bennett - was the first one

Bennett of

penees Incurred under this act, snld}-

:the whole indebtedness la discharked.

l strants.

Levl 8. Gould, chalrrnan of the coun-
ty commissloners, sald in apeaking in
favor of the bill: “While our names do
not appear In the petition, we ure very
inuch fnterested {n lts success, ‘Chis
school is one of the hest managed (o
the country. You cannot glve us au-|
thority to take too much land., Taein |
fluence of the insutution reashes far:
beyond the county. ‘The superintend. !
ent of it will tell you thut the president
has appointed a graduate of It to a po-
gitlon In one of our newly acquired Jsi-
ands.

“We built & new bullding last year

by authority of this legislature, that
eannot be duplicnted for the samce
amount of money in the country. The

tand we now possesa will be put in such
zondition by next summer that we wiil
have no work for our boys. I shall not
ask this committece for more than 15
a1cres, but we shall needd more in the
future. X don’t belleve that the price
Jof any of the land will execed $200 an
were. The money invegted In the inati-
tution now is about 3100,000. Il 13 my
personal opinion that land te the ex-
tent of 100 acres ahould he taken {f it
could be obtained.” i

“You wouldn't advise taking mors
Iand than- was actualiy necessary-in
view of the burden of taxation on cities
and towns In the county?'’ asked Sen-
ator Daliinger. i

“I am speaking only officlally tor
the Jand asked in the bill,” replied 3r.
Gould, "“The land ought t¢ he bought
for” $100 an acre, but I suppone it will
cost twice that amount,” |

Ceorge A. Walten of the state board’
of education sald: “My view of the tru-
ant achool is that it is g publlc school
with the home influence added to sup-
ply what the boya have missed In thelr
own home. It la my conviclion from
obgervation that {rom G0 to 80 per cent. .
of the boys who leave this school be-;
come as good cltizens as the Loys of
the best homes in the state.”

Charles 15. Adams, Supt. Warren,'
Col. Royal 8. Ripley, Hon. E. 8. 1'ass
and Senator Putnam also.fovored the
petition and there svere no remou-i




Cambridge Chronicle, January 16, 1909

) / READ BUILDING.
The Administration Headquarters at Middlesex County T'raining School.

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
" TRAINING SCHOOL

An Admirably Equipped Institution
That Is Doing a Great Work in
a Quiet Way — New Dormitory
Needed :

The petition before the legislature
from the Middlesex county commission-
ers asking authority to construct an ad-
ditional dormitory at the county train-
ing school at North Chelmsford, brings
to notice this admirably equipped school
which is quietly but efliciently doing a
great work.

It does not seem, so swiftly does time
fly, that it is 15 years since this school
was established and its principal ap-
pointed from Cambridge. Since that
time there have been wondrous changes
in the school. Irom one building in a
“15-acre tract of uncleared land, there
has grown a group of lmildin&s consist-
ing of an administration building, three
dormitories, an industrial = building,
power house, laundry, a residence for
the principal, and the mecessary out-
buildings for such an institution. Acre
after acre has been added until now the
stately buildings, on an eminence over-
looking the Merrimac river, the city of
lowell, and adjoining towns, are sur-
rounded by 50 acres in grounds, farm,
and garden.

I'rom a few pupils in 1904, the school
has grown to more than 200 in 1908.
Since the opening of the school more
than 1000 boys have gone out from it,
and- today many industrious and pros-
perous dtigens of (Middlesex look back
to their time at the school as the real
starting point in life, In addition to the
schoa! of letters, there is a well equipped
manual training room, a band of 30
pieces, clasdes in gardening, cooking and
baking, laundry, tailoring, and domestic
work.

The day is divided inte periods for
school, work, and recreation. All is ac-
tivity. There is no loafing, no sullen-
ness, but there is an air of cheerfulness
and_content throughout,

M. A. WARREN.
Supt. Middlesex County Training School

There have been many changes in
the public_schools of Middlesex during
ghe past 15 years. The only city super-
intendent today who was in office in
1894 is Mr. Whitcomb, of Lowell. Mr.
Prince and Mr. McDonald are still in
the service as agents of the state board
of education. In point of continuous
service, Mr. Warren is the oldest suver-
intendent of schools for delinquents in
New England.

The bill before the legislature for a
new building will provide sufficient ac-
commodations for many years to come,
if not for all time. 'Truancy is not in-
creasing; quite the reverse. But new
laws made in the past few years, such
as “no child under 16 years of age who
tannot read and write shall be employed
in any factory, workshop, or mercantile
establishment,” etc., the more thorough
enforcement of the truancy laws, and
the commitment of all children to the
school until 16 years of age, are respon-
sible for the increase of pupils,




Lowell Sun, February 16, 1916

VERY STARTLING REPORT

Supt. Corlew of County Training

-School
Abolished

Suggests That it Be

~ " The annual report of Rutus E. Cor-
lew, superintendent of ilhe Middlesex

County Tralning =school at Noril
Chelmsford, Jjust sent to Lhe couniy

commilssioners, has aulracted wlde-
-spread attention because of its plalu
discussion of timely problewns relative
to the truapt system, and because of
the - proof It furnishus thal conditions
have enlirely changed slnce the schodl
© was established.

Mr. Corlew says emphatically that
elther the present mcethad of handllng
truanéy !s not thg righi Wiy, or that
the laws zpnd requirements arc not
enforced. 1Ia Intimates thal the schont
Is.a fallure, not from luck of facllitles
ar any fault o management bhut
thyough the adaption of systems thal
lLiave "done awiy willh the -necessily
for maintaining lhe North Chelmnsfard
jnstitution. He pays that there 1s a
growing sentiment-against Lthe commit-
.menk of pupils and.aeks L it would
not be better 10. Lturn ihe schools over
.ta other uses. ¥e also says that the
boys' sent'io his Institutloy could be
taken carc of cheaply by the cliles
‘and towns from which they come.

] 'rhe - Training school at  North
 “Chelmsford, which s the fAnest in New
Bnglaud In many respects is valued
at '$250.000 and il has accommodation
for 200 boys. Tt has been in use 22
. years,and for many vecars after its
' -eyection It was inxed to capacity, On
- the first day of this year tbere wers
‘only 11¢ hoys In the instiiutlon, and
1 it has'heen down to 100 from lime tv
““time: ‘Citles thul formerly sent large
_pumhnr: of ‘truauts to the Institulloy
‘;ow send nonc owing ta the udoptlon
‘of féw s¢hemes, and there is o growlug
¥ mentlment agalisi commiiment every-
“here.

‘Last year anly
mltteﬂ to the schaal. Of these 14 were
!rnm Lowell, 12 were from Somerville,

‘fromy Newton, 4 from Malden, 2 from

éading, 2 Yrom Medford and 1 from
~ench of seven other cities and towns.

"_. Thnis jn itsself proves that the report!

ot Superin(endent Corlew s well
", founded.
Following is 1lie report Lln part:
“A number of Improvements have

K ’heen made during the rear In the phy-

2 slcal condition of the property. New
mdjuslable scatls and -desks huve been;
s ‘installed in the school roawms which
.o were nol supplied with them hereto-
tore. 50 that now all srhool roomsire
& cqu!pped with ihis kind of furniture

Y. 5The electrle lightlng system Thas
. been completely overhauted In all
~bulldings excepl Lhe Rlichardson and

the superintendent's office. Thls in-

olved, lu- mRny cases, New.locations

Zor outlels, new fixtures vf a modern

type. and changes necessary lo com-

« ply with the Jaws und regulations gov-

. eralng such matters.

e “The tar concrtle walks and drives
~about the grounﬂs wlith Lhe exceplion
,of.2 small streteh in (ront of the Read
 bullding, have been cilher cntisely re-

:‘n’ewed where thls was necessary, or

resurfaced.
. “There arc siill olher changeg and

. . additlony meccssary, The wost press-
-ing 18 the Installalion of a uew re-
Irigerating system. The present plani
fs. leaky, too Emall, and consisls af
only one campartment, allowiag (or ne
separaticn of products. The slze makes|
11 necessary to buy many thiugs In

Isma\l quentlifes, at practically

53 boys were com- I

retafl
nrices. A refrlgerator of-adegunte slzc
wonld enuble us to purchase in large
guantiies at wholeszle priees.

“The next mosL hporlant preject is
that of maklng an outdoor swimming
poo! tor the use ouf. the Boyy. SHwim-
ming is not only a splendld form of
exerclse, but oflen proves & valuable
asset in-the saving of life. It would
also be 4 sourve of great pleasure 1o
1lte hoys.

Closely assoclaied with the above 13
the general propositlon of. improving
and at the sime lime econonilzlng in
Lhe cost of our water supply. " Weg are
now op a deiad pid of the ‘Norli
Chelmsford water system. The fron-
rusl in the water ls a source of gret
dnno"nncn.

uagain a decided - saving ought io
be effecred by o\\nlng :md operitting

.. RUFUS.E CORLEW ..~
Supermtendent <

our own system. At present our water
s etersd. Beeause-of this we have
practiced the most rigid econo in s
uge. In timey of drovght .our crops
and jaws suffer from want of irrlga-
iion. The totul of our watecr bills.for
the last four years has been §1311.42
an average of $477.86 per ycar.

The question Is often ralsed as to

why we do not producc more pork and
make more mill;. Last year the charge
for milk was commentied on as belng
large, -awl the suggestion was madc
that we ought Lo muke eriough for aur
own use, and not be obliged to buy.
This sounds good and is 2 pood sugges-
tlon and Mmeets with my endorsement.
Iv ipvalved. however, the construclion
of a, plggn‘}. I we are-to keep pigs,
and ai a cow barp if we are lo Xeep
cows In sutficient number to supply us
with milk. More pasture land would
also ba needed.

FFurther educatunul ' progress lies in
the direction of practical industrial
training, including agricuiture, green-
house work, cvare and raising of poul-
Lry, extenslon of wood working fo In-
clude the use of lalhes and wood turn-
ing- machinery, shocunaking Incivding
machines and equipment sufcient to
make our own shoes, typewriting and
elemoniary commerclal  branches andd
printing. the installatlon of which has
already been voled by your board.
WIth the possible cxception of the
wood warking and cane scating pur ef-
forls in these respecls uve not sutls-
rau:t_ur;'. The boys are not tanght.
There Is o difference between teaching
amnd merely going lllrough the motlons
ol dolug a task.

"In thls connection your atltentioy is
again valled to the continued paucity
In our population, Doublc the present
number could be Llaken care ol for
praclically the same per caplta cost.

"AtL present In our own sctiool it s
a grave- question whether lhe numler
attending  and  the Dbenedt derived
therefrom justilies the expense of is
malntenance. Out of & population In
the connty aund of Chelsea, NMevere and
Winthrop. of necarly §00.000. only 53
truants were found Lhe past year
whose cases were sufliciently secious to
cause them 1o Le senl 1o this school.

“Suel o conditlon of affolrs [ndlicictes
one of Lwo things®vither thet the pres-
ent” methed of h-mtlllng Aruancy by
comuilmenl 1o county tralning schuals
Is not the right way and §s nol so con-
sidered by the public at large. nor by
the public school aulhoritics, ar (€ It iz
the right plun there¢ I8 a gross lack of
enforcement of the requirementy. in
such eases. It is not good sense 1o con-
tlive o system and its altendant ex-
perrso if there Is no use foy L. Cam-
bridge has so successfully solved the
question that for thres and one-half
years not une Loy has been bLrought
before the local court on the chatge of
truancy.  In Boston Mr. Minard. the
former superintendent of the I*arental
scheol and now supervisor for the cily
o! BGostou of boys who are gullty of
scheel oftences, is quoted g In favor of
handling such cases without commit-
meat o oan pstilution. e has had ex-
perirnce with both methods and his
conclusions shof¥d  have welght. If
.commitment is no  longer. ngcessury.,
.w.u-ls treining schonls shnndd no lonc-
er exist, They zheould be turped oever
to sone other use, such us the carc of
the fecble-minded,, or juvenile delin-

quenis found gullty under Lhe juvenile
delinquent law, An  arrangement of
thls sort might help to relleve the con-
gestlon now experlenced in Institutlons
‘designed for the care of children vuf
Lhis type who ure rapldly Increasing In
numbers.

“Certain 1t Is {hat il would he far
cheaper to take care of the 53 boys
cammitted to this Institutlen Yast year
In the 15 clties and wowns trom whlich
they came, thanp il would o malntaln
this 5chool for 1he purpose of carving
|for them. Whatever the soluliow, when
itisr fucherl IL should be yut luiy oper-
ation 'and enfurced."”




Fire companies battling a fire in Read Hall, circa 1925
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Lowell Sun, October 27, 1957

State Side
L3 o ]

Truant School Closmg Rumored

By Thomas C. Gallagher

STATE HOUSE, Oct. 29 — The current
uproar over alleged mistreatment of inmates
at the’ Mlddlesex county f{ruant school in
North Chelmsford hasg strengthened a rumor
that the school will be closed duwn by the
legislature next ycar.

: Attempts te verlfy the repori have been
unproductive. Nelther Thomas B. Brenman,
chairman of the Middlesex county commis-
sioners, nor John D. Coughlan, chairman of
the Youth Service board, know anythmg
about it,

The {ruant school is only one of three
such schools remaining in the commonwealth,
It 1akes custody of male sclool offenders
from Middlesex, Suffolk, Barnstable, Norfolk,
Plymouth and Bristol counties,

An act of the leglslature would be re.
quired to shut the school down.and transfer
fis Inmates to the custoedy of the Youth

. Service hoard.

This. year, the legislature passed a law
permitting the commitment of female school

_offenders 1o the Youth Servlce board be-

cause of a lack of facilities for handling fe-

males al the Middlesex truant school.

Unconfirmed reporis have lorecast the:

introduction of a bill enabling the closing of
the school, after which the land and build.
Ings would be purchased by the Catholic
archdiocese of Boston as the new slte for
Lowell's Keith .wadvmy

A reliable sourcé has provided the infor-
matjon that the archdiocese is anxlous to re.
lacate Keith academy, and is exnemely inter.
ested in the truant school site,

However, Commissianer Brennan said to-
day .that the commission jhas not been’con-

tacted by the archdlocese concerning pur-:

chase¢ of the properly, -

As 1o possible legislation enabling the
closing down of the school, Chairman Cough-
lan said he knows ndthing- about it and has
no connection with it.

“There is no active effort on the part
of the Youth Seivice board to promofe such
legislation,” Chgirman Coughlan said. He in-
dicated that if such a bill is filed, it will not
be filed wilh the sponsorship of the Youth
Service board.

* Meanwhile, an invesligation of" chargcs
made by a former employee at the truant
school is being conducted by ithe county

commlssioners and the dismct attorney's:

office.

The latest Iulme at the North Che[ms
ford instltution, the superintendent of swhich
is J. Ear] Wotton, was touched off by & for-:
mer cottage master, Hugh C. Duffy. .

Duify complained 1o " Middlesex Dist,
Atty, James L, O'Dea, Jr. that approximately
100 immates at the schoo! were subjected to
“arrogance and cruelly,” were “bealen black
and blue” for minor rules infractions, and
were the vietims of a “Gestapo system.”

The punishment ‘meted oug at the school,
Duffy charged, included requiring immnates to
stan(l facing a wall for days, and to kneel on

“the flooy, with hands upraised, for hours,

Commissioners Brennan and Edward L.
Buckley pald a visit to the school yesterday." -
Prior to making the trip, Commissioner Bren-
nan said he has every confidence in the ad-
ministration of the school.

"They are doing a good job there, and are
getting results,” Brennan said,. He peinted
‘out that the number of school inmates who
subscquently wind up in the county Jails
“can be counted on the fingers of one hand."

_ Dist, Atty. O'Dea said roday he is await-
ing a report of a state police investigation of
Duffy's charges before making any declsion
in the case.

The current contwveuy marks the sec-
ond time in 11 yeavs that the administration
of :Supt." Wotton has come under fire,
© In"194B, a -cottage master at the school
was arrested for abusing two inmates, but
was subsequently found not guilty in the
Lowell district court.

The (wo youths, who fled from ihe school
barefooled and were picked up.In Lowell
after breaking into a store to obtain shoes,
said the beating of !nmates was common.’
place.

One punishrment, they sald, conslsted of
forcing - oIIending jnmates lo stand against a
wall; with tlfeir atms raised parallel to the
floor, for long’ periods. Corporal punish-
ment, they charged, was administered with
a wooden paddle..

There was evidence that & cottege mas -
ter was authorlzed to infliet up to six strokes. '

‘with the ‘paddle, but that any additional
. Strokes

requlrcd the ‘approval of Supt.‘

Wotlon, i
Dist. Atly. Geurge E. ’I‘hompson and .
Melvin G. Rogers, chalrman of the county
commissioners al that time, began an inves-
tigation, but the cottage master was acquit-

ted by the court and the probe petpre(l out,



Fitchburg Sentinel, April 19, 1972

Middlesex School Backed

Tu The Editor;

I has heen suggested thal
Middlesex  and other training
schonls within (he Com-

munwealth be closed down. It
bas heen farther snggested that
those housed 1here he trans-
ferred 1o uiher state agencies
fur belp in rehahilitation.

| cannhot speak for the other
{ne coumty (raining schouls —
it 1 can state Tismby and
uneguivocally that the Middiesex
Training Schonl s perfurming
n 4 manper  befilling  the
original  legislalive intent in
xetting np sueh training schoals,
In support of Lhat stalernent,
I submit a few of nuemerous
unsolicitiedd opiniens from
judpges and wther professional
people  intimatelv  acquainted
with the Middlesex Training
mchiol aperation:

“In my vuinion (closing e
Middleser Tiaining  Schoub)
would  constitule a  major
disaster. Fur the past lwe or
three decades ihis Court has
heen otilizing the [acilities of
Middles e x lar youngsters,
habitual truants and school
uvilenders tand) ihe associalion
his been most beneficial 1o us
and Lhe youngslers we hasve
senl to you, tJudge Ernest C.
Horrocks. Jr., Third Distriet
Court al Bristal).

-="'Soulh  Boston  Municipal
Conrt  Justice Thotas E.
Linehan and myself consider
Middlesex  County  Training
School {o be Lhe best facility
wr huve In place 2 juvenile
offender.” ¢From .luvenile Pro-
batiou Ofiver Robert €. Flyan),

= U"We have always [elt Lhat
Niddlesex County  Training
dchuol was probably the best

run institution i Lhe  state”
(From Chief Probaticn Officer
Maurice J. Lang in Lhe conris
of Wrentham. Dedbam,
Stoupghton and Brookline),
These are bul a few examples
ol the feeling ol profeesionals
who know first-hand the ac-
complishments o the training
school here. 1 cuan pravide

Titerally scores of letters from

other cminent jurists, probalion
officers and supenintendents uf
schoals whe are professinnal in
the field of juvenild rehabilits-
tion. All concur that we at
AMiddlesex are providing a very
meaninglul, educational, re-
habilitative experience for these
vaunosters in this time of crisis
in their voung lives.

In closing, let me quote fron
a Jeller from ‘Albert J. Moquin,
Chief Probalion Officer of Lhe
new Bedofrd and Fall River
Juvenile Courts: “We learn
through the news media thal
Aliddiesex and  ather
Massachusetts Training Schonls
are under fire by the Divislon
of Youth Services and they are
recununending Lhe eclusing of
these facilitics and we fecl
obligaled tn add our voices o
those. of - the Commissivners of
Middlesex County in suggesling
that these critics clean up their
own house hefore suggesting
that other [acilities — far
superior 1o jheirs — be closed
down, "

We welcome investigation --
legislative, gubernatorial. or
otherwise. We have nothing Lo
hide! Conversely, we are proud
of the service rendered our
youth by the Middlesex County
Training Schooi.

Very truly yours,
James F. MeMahan
Acling Superintendent



Sel. Express
Interest In

Training School

Sel. Thomas Markham accepted
the invitation of the County
Commissioners together with Mrs.
Evelyn Haines, Administrative
Assistant, to join them in a tour of
the Middlesex Training School,
January 10th. Mr. Markham
reported to the Selectmen that at
the time he also had an opportunity
to discuss with the new Com-
missioners the proposal of
Superintendent McMahon for the
buildings and possible uses of the
buildings by Chelmsford. He
commented that he made known to
them hjs own thoughts but stated
he would have to get back to the
Board to learn their feelings.

The proposal by Supt. McMahon

is for the use of the buildings to
house courses in special education.
Mr. Markham said he strongly
suggest Mr. McMahon's proposal
but if that did not come about he
couls see several uses of the land
by Chelmsford. He referred to the
‘need for a new Town Hall, School
Administration Building, Civic
Center, Youth Center, Senior
Citizens and Kindergarten
Classrooms. Mr. Markham said he
found most of the buildings in
excellent condition with the ex-
ception of the one which was
recently burned.

Sel. Markham suggested that the
Board write a letter to the County
Commissioners that if the proposal
by Mc. McMahon was not accepted
that they discuss uses of the
facilities by Chelmsford.

Chairman Lannan said he
agreed the Board should take

" definite action on the use of the

property for purposes beneficial to
Chelmsford and that he was also in
favor of Mr. McMahon's proposal.
Speaking to the suggestion of the
letter Sel. Humphrey said he could
not endorse something he had not
seen. Mr. Markham explained that
the proposal called for servicing
educationally-handicapped
children in the community. To this
Mr. Humphrey said this is what he
read but he could still not endorse
hearsay. He would endorse it
subject to receipt of the proposal.
He further commented that he
hoped this proposal was not a
desperate attempt on the part of
many who will lose their jobs to
save them. He added that the
Board had already endorsed the
use of one of the buildings to
SHARE and he was ofthe opinion
this should be confirmed. He
questioned the use of the other

. buildings by the Town referring to

the dollars necessary to put them
into shape and the single heating
system involved.

Chelmsford Newsweekly, January 18, 1973

Sel. Markham referring to the
Board's endorsement of SHARE
said many things had happened
since then and the school was going
to be closed. He said before the
Selectmen endorsed any program
now the Town should know the total
use of the facilities as SHARE may
not be able to integrate with
programs mentioned.

Sel. Humphrey moved to reaf-
firm endorsement of the use on one
building for SHARE. Sel.
Markham said he would second the
motion if it included that use by
SHARE did not interfere with
other uses of the facilities. The
motion maker would not include
this so Sel. Lannan seconded the
motion. The motion passed 2 to 1
with Sel. Markham voting no.

Sel. Markham then moved to
send a letter to the County Com-
mission indicating support of the
concept of McMahon's proposal
and also indicating to the Com-
mission that the Chelmsford Board
of Selectmen had interest in the
facilities for other Town uses and
requesting a meeting prior to any
final decisions. This motion was so
voted.



Some organizations making use of the Middlesex Training School campus
Anabasis Program at MCTS, September 6, 1973

CHELMSFORD KIWANIS MEMBERS recently toured the Anabasis
House located at the Middlesex Training school site in North
Chelmsford. A fine meal was hosted by Anabasis residents following
which the Anabasis program was described by its Director, Marcia’
Mason along with Peter Valz and Holly Begins. Shown above (I-r) are
Kiwanis President Thomas R. O'Connell, Anabasis Director Marcia
Mason, Peter Valz, Holly Begins and Kiwanis Youth Service Director
Donald J. Butler.

Lowell YMCA, Camp Tiny Tot, June 6, 1974

e e e e e

Camp Tiny Tot

Lowell Y.M.C.A.
272 MERRIMACK STREET, LOWELL

for boys & girls - ages3—6

held at the Middlesex Training School
Grounds North Chelmsford

July (1-=5) (8—12)
(15—19) (22—26 )

YMCA Swimming Instruction

Arts & Crafts Cook-outs
Swimming Trips
Land Sports Nature

ADULT LEADERSHIP
Vincent F. Gate, Director
call 454-7825

e e

per week

Chelmsford Colonial Minutement, February 13, 1975

The 1975 4th of July Celebration

will again be organized by the
+ Chelmsford Colonial Minutemen
who have undertaken this task for
the past three years. In addition to
Minuteman Samuel L. Tompson
the Parade - Coordinating Com-
mittee includes Minuteman Ed
McCatfrey, Co-Chairman; Derrin
Alberghene, Parade Chairman;
Jim Gifford, Marching Bands;
Pete Milan, Minuteman Units;
Clint Vincent, Town Liason; Bill
Fay, Country-Fair Business
Chairman; Dick Reinstra, Captain
CCM. Outside supporters include
«Mrs. William Yonge, Parade

Events: John McLaughlin, Parade
Floats; Ray Bixby, PR and
Program and Walter Hedlund,
Chairman Town Celebration
Committee.

In addition- to the Committee
being established it was noted that
permission has already been
granted by the Selectmen for the
CCM/TCC to put on the 1975
celebration, outside help has been
received and committed and in-
vitations for marching units have
been mailed.
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Discovery Seminar No. 1

DISCOVERING
YOUR ROOTS

A larger than usual crowd is
expected to attend this year's
celebration because of ac-
companying Bicentennial events
and the economic and energy
situation which limits travel and
forces people to remain in Town.

The meeting was held in a
brightly lit room, once a
classroom, in the Administration
Building of the former Middlesex
Training School. The County is
allowing the Minutemen use of this
room for meetings and storage of
e~uipment. The fresh paint, bright
collection of flags and bold
Minuteman sign establish the
CCM's claim on that corner of the
sprawling tralmng school complex
as ‘“theirs” at least until the
County has another use for it.

Discovery Seminar
No. 1 at MCTS
July 31, 1980

0000000000NAN

FOR SUCCESSFUL LIVING

August 7

have toh

Old Middlesex Training School
1100 Princeten Blvd., No. Chelmsford

7:30 P.M.

Are you where you want to be in life?
Are you what you want to be?

Have you reuhed a time in your life whcn you would
ly answer these q

Who are you?

~vwu@OOOCO00000000000000000000000DOD0O0B00B00F

[ 2
:

Is there any hope?

tha ‘'‘no’’ —

or at least moﬂly so?

Where are you going?
What does your life mean?
Are there any valid, substantial answers?

The roots of the past can help your life now!
A few of your community ner

explore how a step blckwud canbea
this special Discovery Seminar, Will you Ebln them
on this date and discover some answers for yourself?

Have a good day.

hbors and friends will
step forward at

A public service of:
Church of Christ

North Road
Chelmsford, MA 01824
256-8901



Chelmsford Newsweekly, February 14, 1974
Selectmen Push For Use Of Training School

On Monday night. the Selectmen
discussed with Robert Engler of
the tirm-of Justin Gray the present
land use study for the County
owned lands being conducted by
his firm. The Board’s main in-
terest was in relating {o Mr. Engler
the Town’s desire to take the land
for its own use. .

Mr. Engler informed the Board
that the study had just begun and
the contract called for his firm to
look at all County-owned land for
the best possible use of this land.
When the study was in its initial
stages the firm discovered the only
land that could fall under this
category was the Middlesex
Training School , Billerica House
of Correction and Waltham
Hospital. He told the Board he was
aware of the bill Chelmsford had
before the legislation to obtain the
land for the Town. His purpose of
meeting with the Board that
evening was to look to them for the
ideas they had for the land use.

Sel. Lovering, the Selectman to
the Board has assigned the task of
the Middlesex County Training
School, said that the town had
approached the-use of the land by
the Town in two ways, a piecemeal
basis and total complex. He stated
he had been assigned by the Board
to develop a proposal that might be
used by the Commissioners in
terms of what Chelmsford could
use the property for.

He added that the Board felt the
property should be put to use by the
Commissioners as soon as possible
and the Town felt it was in the
unique position of being better able
to serve that purpose. He reminded
Mr. Engler that the Town had
serviced the facilities for 80 years
with no compensation and also had
at the time of acquisition received
no compensation for the land.

Uses by Chelmsford as
suggested by Sel. Lovering were
School Administrative Offices,
Housing for the elderly, Town Hall
facilities, open park area, library
and sports facilities for the
Recreation of the Town'’s children.

In conclusion the Selectman told
Mr. Engler that the Town if given
the go on- Middlesex would be
willing to continue the present
programs on the premises.
(SHARE is now using one building,
and has plans for the Superin-
tendent’s home).

Mr. Engler told the Board that
the Commissioners- were in-
terested in looking at opportunities
for regional use of the school. To
date nothing has been developed
along these lines.

Each Selectmen in turn echoes
Mr. Lovering’s stated beliefs that
Chelmsford with 10,000 children
in the 33,000 population could best
use the School. ’



Chelmsford Newsweekly, July 26, 1979

CHELMSFORD

Unigque Housing Proposal
ForTrainingSchool

CMFD-Members of the In-
terfaith Housing Corporation met
with the Board of Selectmen
Monday night (July 23) to discuss
plans to convert the former Mid-
dlesex County Training School
‘property in North Chelmsford into
an all encompassing housing
complex for the elderly which
would include not only several
types of living quarters but also a
health care center and nursing
home unit. In addition the complex
would be linked with the Univer-
sity of 'Lowell in a teaching
relationship. i

"It is a totally-unique concept,”
said Dr. Albert Boulanger,
Assistant Professor of Lowell
University's Health Department,
who is serving as Interfaith’s
consultant on this project.
Boulanger gave to each Selectman
a multi-paged booklet describing
the proposal in detail.

On Tuesday morning (July 24)
Interfaith will meet with the
County Commissioners to present
plans and request an option to
purchase the property at “‘a fair
market value.” The meeting with

NOW OPEN

Waite Farm

Route 27
South Chelmsford

the Selectinen was to obtain the
Board's endorsement of the

project and convey this en-
dorsement to the County -Com-
missioners. Interfaith already has
letters of recommendation from
Senator Edward Kennedy and
Representative Bruce Freeman as
well as from the Episcopal Bishcp
of Mass. Although University of
Lowell President, John Duff, has
yet to send official word of his
approval, said Boulanger,
ULowell's Dean Gertrude Barker
has indicated her support. Duff's
approval is anticipated.
Individually the Selectmen
expressed enthusiasm and ex-
citement for Interfaith’'s plans.
Each said, however, that he
wanted time to thoroughly review
the written material before en-
dorsing anything more at this
stage than the project’'s concept.
As a Board they voted
unanimously to *‘go on record" as
being ‘‘receptive’ to the idea and
would do nothing to discourage
negotiations with the County
Commissioners. Sel. Shanahan
mentioned that the Board's action
should not be interpreted as a
waiver of the town’'s right of first
refusal on the North Chelmsford
property. This was agreed upon by
the County Commissioners at the
suggestion of the task force which
made recommendations for

SPCAL HOT FUDGE |
Brownie Delight Nc“
DAIRY QUEEN Mus. Fi. St & Sn

No. Chelmsford
Rte. 3A on the road to Nashua

disposition of the property.
(Shanahan served on this task
force). When the Commissioners
establish a price, Chelmsford will
be offered an opportunity to
purchase the 63-acre parcel before
it is offered for sale to anyone else.

Interfaith Housing Corporation
became involved in the elderly
housing project through one of its
members, Janet Lombard. Edgar
Campagna, who is also now a
member of IHC, described to her a
similar place in Pennsylvania,
Cathedral Village, which provides
both housing and health care for
retired people. They spoke about
the need of such a place in this
area. He indicated that Boulanger
would design a similar facility for
this area if a church or
organization would sponsor it. Ms.
Lombard brought the matter to the
attention of Interfaith and it
agreed to be the sponsoring group.
In the past, Interfaith Housing
Corporation, a 10-year old
organization, was successfully
involved in purchasing homes in
the Greater Lowell area,
renovating them, and selling them
to low-income families. It will now
direct its activities to elderly
housing.

ICH President, Rev. Walter
Sobol of All Saints' Episcopal
Church, stressed that Interfaith is
not looking for ‘‘freebies’’ from
either the town of state. Money to
jpurchase the Middlesex Training
School property will be raised
through private sources. The
complex, referred to as The
Village Complex, would pay taxes
(to the town. Boulanger said that it

More on Page 12

‘.
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*x Training School
Continued from Page 32

would provide 300-400 jobs for area
residents and ‘‘feed some
$4.000,000. into the local
economy." Each tenant will pay
rent. for his living quarters, ex-
plained Boulanger, who then asked
that the town be ‘‘tender about
taxes'' inasmuch as rents will
reflect costs.

Boulanger spoke at length about
how the proposed.housing facility
would differ from present
retirement villages. There are no
health care centers or nursing
homes in retirement villages, he
said. When residents become ill
they are forced to leave their
homes and go off to a nursing
home. The Village complex, as_
described by Boulanger, would
have apartments for couples or

individuals who were totally in-
dependent and could take care of
all their own needs.

There would also be living
quarters for those whose needs did
not require an apartment. They
would have a private room but
utilize communijty laundry, living

and game rooms, etc. These in-
dividuals would have their meals
in a group dining room and be
involved in group social activities.
When someone became ill, he or
she could be cared for at the health
center or the nursing home. In
short, said Boulanger, when
someone's circumstances
changed, such as a spouse passing
on, or they became ill, it would not
force a complete change in en-
vironment. People would not have
to be wrenched from familiar
surroundings and sent to some
strange place. Retirement com-
munities are great, he said, ‘‘as
long as you are hale and hearty
and can take care of yourself. If
you become ill, out you go: you
have to leave that place."”

He was very excited about the
link with the University of Lowell
which will allow for specialized
geriatric care. He spoke of a grant
recently received by the
University for improving health
care in the Lowell area.

Itis anticipated that, at first, 300
residents would be accommodated
at the complex with health care

facilities providing for 100-160
people. The site is ideal for future
growth, said Boulanger, and if the
need arises it can accommodate
600-900 people. He stressed that
the complex would be for middle-
income people.

The Selectmen warned that
there would be many hurdles to
pass, such as zoning, etc. A major
hurdle, said Shanahan, is the
political and philosophical road to
be travelled to the County Com-
missioners. It is no secret that the
Selectmen feel the Com-
missioners' lack of action resulted
in Chelmsford's ilosing Wang In-
dustries to Tyngsboro. Wang had
proposed to purchase the former
Middlesex County Training School
for conversion as a graduate
school for computer studies. The
County's delay in making the
property saleable is said to be the
cause for Wang's purchasing the
former Marist Brothers property
instead.

The proposed elderly housing
complex would be completely non-
denominational, said Mr. Sobol in
answer to one final question from
the Board.



Chelmsford Newsweekly, October 9, 1980

CHELMSFORD
S.C. Certifies

DARE; Reading
Program Added

CMFD-At the September 30
meeting of the School Committee
they voted to grant certification to
the DARE (Dynamic Action
Residence Enterprise Inc.) a
secure treatment facility for male
youth offenders ages 12-18 located
in North Chelmsford. The residents
of the facility get referrals from
DYS (Division of Youth Services
and DARE is the Human Service
Vendor according to Mrs. Sherry
Cohen, Director of the School and
Educational Coordinator of the
school. She explained that they
have a ‘‘solid school program, we
are not just here to incarcerate as
used to be the way but we think
education is also important. I feel
it is a model for other programs
and one of the most solid programs
I've seen. We have a good
educational staff, all the basics and
a good vocational program."

When asked why the Chelmsford
School Committee grants approval
for their certification, she said they
“have jurisdiction over any other
school acting on behalfl of the
state.”” The school is located on
grounds of the old Middlesex
Training School. They applied for
certification last May but since
people were going on vacation the
process took a while but there were
no major problems involved.

DARE has been in N. Chelm-
sford since 1974, but according to
Mrs. Cohen not many citizens of
the community were aware of its
existence. She said ‘‘The youths
are young adults with regular
intelligence who committed some
sort of crime for 1-2 years."

According to the School
Superintendent's office the school
had to meet standards for
curriculum to be granted approval
for certification for a private
school. Mrs. Cohen was not at the
meeting but was contacted by

telephone.
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CHELMSFORD

Selectmen Respond
To Jail Proposal

CMFD-For several years since
the County stopped using the
former Middlesex Traihing School
as a correctional facility, the fate of
the property has been in question.
Many proposals have been made
and ruled out for various reasons.
Wang Laboratories had expressed
an interest and after much discus-
sion and a rejected bid opted for a
Tyngsborough site.

The State Legislature ordered the
County to sell the property this year
but the November deadline has
come and gone and still the former
Training School remains in control
of the County Commissioners.
Recently the RFK School, currently
occupying the site, signed a five
year lease with the county.

Norman Thidemann, Executive
Secretary of the Board of Select-
men, reported to the Board about
the recent publicity on the subject
of the fate of the former Training
School property. Thidemann said
that it has been reported that the
County plans to use the facility as a
correctional institution for those
convicted of alcohol abuse with the
advent of the new drunken driving
laws. Thidemann said that the
County Commissioners voted to
propose the use of the facility as a
correctional institution to the Mass.
Dept. of Corrections. The Commis-
sioners recommended that the
Dept. of Corrections conduct a
feasibility study into the project.
Thidemann explained that the mat-
ter should be brought before the
Board in order to receive their reac-
tions to the County Commissioners
actions.

Sel. Bonita Towle said that she
had personally tried to contact
Commissioner Larkin and was un-
successful in her attempts. She
stated that she felt it was vitally im-
portant for the Board to be includ-
ed in discussions of any plans for
the former Training School. The
property is located in North
Chelmsford.

Sel. Hart said that he felt the
County was trying to find a way to
hold on to the property. He said
that while the County might pro-
pose worthwhile uses for the pro-
perty, he believed the buildings and
grounds should be utilized for an
educational purpose. Hart said he
had discussed the matter several
years ago with then Congressman
Tsongas when Tsongas asked for-
Hart’s ideas concerning the proper-
ty. Hart said he responded then and
still believes that the former Train-
ing School should be used for
educational purposes. He stated
that the University of Lowell has
been physically expanding in recent
years and has expressed a desire of
consider this property for future ex-
pansion. Hart proposed that the
Board contact that County Com-
missioners and request that a
representative be present at the Dec.
6 Selectmen’s meeting. Chairman
Ready also proposed that a letter be
sent to the Attorney General’s of-
fice complaining that the County
Commissioners had not complied
with the Legislature’s mandate to
sell the property. Both proposals
passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote.
Sel. Emerson was absent.
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CHELMSFORD

Time Frame Set For

Commissioners’ Action

CMFD-The Middlesex
County Commissioners met
in Chelmsford this week,
but were unprepared as a
body to determine the future
of the Middlesex County
Training School property.
~ Chairman Larkin said
that the commissioners had
received a ‘‘good deal of
correspondence supporting
the University of Lowell
proposal. Larkin mentioned
the support of Senators
Amick, and Shea, Reps.
Freeman and Cox,

Despite these letters of
support, and the length of
time over which Chelmsford
Selectmen have been re-
questing a decision be made
that would benefit
Chelmsford, the only solid
outcome this week for the
Training School's future
was a time frame for deci-
sion.

Chairman Larkin asked
new County Commissioner
Schmidt's view on the Train-
ing School decision,
Schmidt, who is from
Newton, pleaded inability to
come 1o any definite view

due to heavy work load, lack
of familiarity with subject
matter and the people to
contact to verify facts.
Schmidt wants o wait 10
make his decision until his

‘“Assistant comes on
board” and can research the
Training School

possibilitics, because
Schmidt emphasized, ‘‘this
is a valuable piece of proper-
ty in Chelmsford,"
Chairman Larkin, who is

from Bedford, recognized

the University of Lowell
proposal as a good one;
however, he “‘respects where
Schmidt is coming from"’
and agrees that the County
would be best served if a
procedure is established for
selling such property,
Commissioner

McLaughlin pointed out
that such a procedure has
already been éstablished
through Chapter 325 Acts of
1979, McLaughlin stated
that  notifying the
Chelmsford Board of Select -
men in writing four months
prior to selling the property,
and. allowing the Selectmen

to arrange a public hearing is
procedure, :
McLaughlin, who is from
Billericaand Lowell, told his
fellow Commissioners that
‘“‘we have the power to give a
great leap’’ to the County in
supporting the sale of the
Training School lands to the
University of Lowell,
McLaughlin said that the
University of Lowell serves
““middle America’’ and that
“‘we should make sure the
education is good there,”

Dr. Hogan commented
after the time frame motion
was made, that the Universi-
ty would require a minimum
of four months to renovate
the Training School
buildings. He emphasized
that the purchase will be a
‘‘cash operation with no
state money involved,” so
time is crucial. The Universi-
ty must be able to renovate
and go in Sept. 1984. Hogan
said that the decision tonight
was what the University
realistically wanted: ‘‘a
specific time frame.”
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CMFD-TURNABOUT: The Selectmen were in the audience
as the Middlesex County Commissioners came to town to
discuss the future of the Middlesex Training School land.
(L-R) Sel. Bonita Towle, Sel. Claude Harvey, Town Counsel
James Harrington and Sel. Dennis Ready. (Photo by Ruth
Clark)
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County Commrs. To
Review Proposals
Here Sept. 20

CMFD-Middlesex Coun-
ty Commissioners will hold a
public hearing on Tuesday,
September 20, in
Chelmsford Town Hall at
which all submitted pro-
posals for reuse of the
former Middlesex County
Training School site will be
available for review.
Developers’ proposals are
due in the Commissioners’
office by September 9th.

The September 20 hearing
is scheduled for 7 p.m. dur-
ing the Commissioners’
regular, weekly, meeting.
The first public hearing on
the County’s land disposi-
tion process was held on
May 31 in Lowell at which
neighbors and abutters of
the site expressed their
views. A third, and final,
public hearing will be held
on December 6, in
Chelmsford, at which the
public may react to the
specific proposal and condi-
tions of the sale or lease as
determined by a vote of the
Commissioners scheduled
for November 1, Following
the guidelines for land
disposition set forth in
Chapter 579 of the state
statutes, the Commissioners
and their Advisory Commit-
tce have encouraged public
input throughout each stage
of the process.

With the advice of their
appointed Land Disposition
Advisory Committee, the
Commissioners voted on Ju-
ly 6, to declare the site
surplus to county needs and
voted their intention to sell
or lease it. A Request for
Proposals (RFPs) was mail-
ed to any interested party in
early August and a pre-
proposal conference held
for those developers who in-
dicated interest in submit-
ting a proposal.

The 64-acre property
located in Chelmsford near
the western Lowell boun-
dary was the site of the
County Training School un-
til it closed in the carly
1970’s. Since then some
buildings have been rented
to various organizations. Of
the six major buildings on
the site, only one is currently
fully occupied.

Five Proposals
Made For
Training School

CMFD-Selectman Dennis
Ready told the Board that
five proposals had been
made to the County Com-
missioners for use of the

‘Middlesex Training School

land. (1) Nordblom Com-
pany proposed to construct
two more office buildings in
their park on adjacent land;
(2) Princeton Park and New
England Communities pro-
posed to purchase the whole
property to use existing

buildings to construct
Richardson Hill Estates con-
dominiums in the residential
section, and further units in
the industrial section. (The
land has two zones, residen-
tial and industrial). Ready
pointed out that this bid is
contingent on rezoning to
multi-dwelling for the
residential section. (3) The
first proposal submitted was
from the University of
Lowell, (4) Wang
Laboratories proposed
utilizing existing buildings,
and using some for training
purposes. Nytina Institute
proposed using buildings for
a school, sanctuary and
retreat for the study of
oriental subjects and
meditation.

David Merrill Real Estate
was denied its request for an
extension to prepare a pro-
posal.

A joint proposal from the
University of Lowell and
Wang Laboratories fell after
the required deadline.
Ready explained that the on-
ly way this proposal could be
considered is if the County
Commissioners chose to ex-
ercise their prerogative to re-
quest for proposals, to
solicit a proposal.

The Commissioners will
meet in Chelmsford Sept. 20
to consider their proposals.



Chelmsford Newsweekly, October 6, 1983

Training School Sale
Deadline Is Extended

CMFD-On Tuesday,
Sept. 20, the Middlesex
County Commissioners met
in Chelmsford to hear the
five proposals submitted to
them for use of the Mid-
dlesex Training School land.
One of the five bidders
withdrew, the Nityananda
Institute, who had wanted to
lease the land as an educa-
tion center for East Indian
culture. The remaining four
proposals were from: the
University of Lowell, Wang
Laboratories, Inc., Richard-
son Hill Estates, . and Nord-
blom Company.

After hearing the four
proposals, Chairman of the
County Commissioners
Larkin, motioned to extend
the proposal deadline for
David Merrill Rea!l Estate,
and to allow the remaining
four bidders the opportunity
to add additional informa-
tion 'to their current pro-
posals, and/or submit joint
proposals within their
ranks. This would allow a
legal proposal before the
Commissioners, from the
University of Lowell and
Wang Laboratories jointly.

Merrill, representing
builder Robert -Hicks, had
‘been asked to offer their
proposal again by Chairman
Thomas Larkin. Commr.
Michael McLaughlin ob-
jected to allowing Merrill an
extension; he stated that he
felt it was incorrect pro-
cedure and besides giving

Merrill an unfair advantage,
opened the door for untold
future requests to be con-
sidered late. Larkin and
Commissioner Bill Schmidt
voted against McLaughlin
and the motion carried. At-
torney Joseph Shanahan,
representing Richardson
Hill Estates, and Dr.
William T. Hogan, Presi-
dent of. the University of
Lowell objected strongly to
the extension. Attorney
Mortimer McGrath, Chair-
man of the University of
Lowell Building Authority,
added his objection, stating
that the University had sub-
mited its proposal last April;
he considered the extension
an unreasonable time delay.

The proposals presented
before the Commissioners
were not unexpected. Dr.
Hogan represented the
University of Lowell, offer-
ing $750,000. and the oppor-
tunity to expand the artistic,
cultural and athletic pro-
grams enriching the univer-
sity and the community. The
University of Lowell has the
only proposal thus far with
the approval of the
Chelmsford Board of Select-
men.

After the University of
Lowell’s proposal, the re-
maining three proposals all
offered to consider a joint
proposal with the University
of Lowell, They all also sup-
ported access to the property
via North Road; none of the
proposal representatives an-
ticipated this access to be a

difficulty.

The Land Disposition Ad-
visory Committee,
represented by Dennis
Ready and Paul Blazar,
questioned the represen-
tatives concerning necessary
zoning changes, road access
to North Road, the impact
on traffic, and sewerage.
Commissioner McLaughlin
stressed to each represen-
tative the desirability of tak-
ing their proposal before the
Chelmsford Board of Select-
men for approval; he em-
phasized that a letter of ap- .
proval from the Chelmsford
Selectmen would strengthen
their proposal. Attorney
Shanahan pointed out that
the Chelmsford Selectmen’s
next agenda is full; their
following meeting isn’t
scheduled until after the

~ County Commissioners’

Oct. 4 meeting, at which
time the Commissioners in-
tend to indicate interest in
specific proposals.
Shanahan requested the
Commissioners ask the

~ Chelmsford Selectmen to

schedule another meeting
before that date to allow the
proposals to be submitted.
McLaughlin requested this.
In his capacity as a
Chelmsford Selectman,
Dennis Ready commented
that he was only one
member of that Board, thus
couldn’t promise such a
meeting, but that he would

do all he could to insure a
More On Page 14
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CHELMSFORD

Selectmen Vote To Support
ULowell-Wang Plan

CMFD-Two proposals
were brought before the
Chelmsford Board of Select-
men, at their Oct. 17
meeting seeking support to
influence the Middlesex
County Commissioners con-
cerning the utilization of the
Middlesex Training School
land. A joint proposal was
presented by Dr. William T.
Hogan, President of the
University of Lowell' and
Ralph Maffei, Director of
Corporation Real Estate for
Wang Laboratories, Inc.,
and a second proposal was
presented by Attorney
Joseph B. Shanahan,
representing the Richardson
Hill Estates proposal.

The University of Lowell/
Wang Laboratories, Inc.
proposal won the support of
Selectmen Emerson, Hart
.and Harvey. Selectmen To-

wle and Ready abstained
from voting in case of con-
flict of interest since both
work at Wang.

Maffei told the Board that
Wang offered a firm price of
$1.2 million for the land, un-
conditionally. Wang, he ad-
ded, also unconditionally,
would donate three playing
fields to the University of
Lowell, and lease four acres
to the University at $1 a
year. Maffei told the Board
that Wang intended to pro-
vide jobs for 1200 employees
at this location. He said that
Wang considers this 26 acre
property as a low denisty
satellite site; ‘““Maffei opin-
ed that ‘‘traffic can be ac-
commodated by existing
roadways’’'. He also em-
phasized that the taxes
generated from the Wang
development of the property

are an estimated $300,000.
Dr. Hogan reminded the
Board that both the Univer-
sity of Lowell and Wang
have left their independent
proposals before the County
Commissioners as well as
their joint proposal. Maffei
said that Wang and the
University feel that this joint
proposal is ‘‘a good blend of
high tech and higher educa-
tion.”” Hogan said that the
playing fields and the quality
of performance of the
University of Lowell’s
athletes ‘‘will bring to this
area a level of activity
previously not seen.”’
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Lighthouse shines brightly;
wins national educational award

By Patricia Dugan

Of course, the parents, staff and students
of Chelmsford's Lighthouse School think it's
special.

However, they are not the only ones.

The non-profit day treatment program for
106 special needs children was recently
among 65 schools around the country hon-
ored by the Exemplary Private School Rec-
ognition Project.

In addition, the school was informed last
Friday that it had been chosen as one of six
schools ‘‘that most exemplified the spirit’" of
the Recognition Project,”" according to Voca-
tional Coordinator Stephen Ferland.

“There were qualities about the six
schools they felt people throughout the
country should really look at in terms of car-
ing and quality of programs,'’ said Ferland.

School officials traveled to Washington,
D.C. to receive the original award from Pres-
ident Reagan and Secretary of Education
William Bennett.

Lighthouse Executive Director Dr. Michael
Pappafagos said, "We look at this as an op
- portunity to have others see our program
and translate it into their own institutions.

It could result in other kids being helped."

“Our primary concern is there are hun-
dreds of thousands of kids who do not have
appropriate services. That's one of the rea-
sons we worked so hard to build our proto-
type. It's not perfect, but we worked hard on
it," he said.

The school originated in Lowell 18 years
ago, then moved to a site at the Middlesex
Training School in North Chelmsford. It has
been at the present Old Westford Road loca-
tion since September 1979.

Financed under Chapter 766, Lighthouse
prides itself on cost-effective education.
While funding covers the basics, they seek
donations to provide extras, Ferland said.

The school represents kids, ages three to
22, with diverse and extensive needs, said
Pappafagos.

Throughout the building are lighthouse
symbols — paintings, drawings and models.

And, school literature takes this theme one
step further: “Lighthouse School offers the
brightness of a more successful future for
special children in need."”



of teaching methods from around the country

By DANA FRANCIS
Sun Staff

LOWELL - A demonstra-
tion school scheduled to open
next fall at the University of
Lowell will give public school
teachers and those in training a
chance to try out methods of
teaching that have worked best
around the country.

The school will start small,
with two classrooms located in
portable classroom trailers.
Eventually it will be housed in
a renovated Richardson Hall on
the West Campus in North
Chelmsford.

The project is a joint venture
between ULowell and the
Lowell Public Schools, and last
week approximately 35 Lowell
teachers accepted an invitation
to learn more about the school
and participate in its planning,

“From this point on, your
volunteer efforts will be an im-
portant cornerstone for this
program,” Superintendent
Henry Mroz told teachers who
will work through the summer
to develop curriculum and

Lowell Sun, January 2, 1990

Demonstration school to offer educators taste

‘From this point on,
your volunteer efforts
will be an Important
comerstone for

this program.’

- Henry Mroz,
school superintendent

teacher training models.
The demonstration school
will be a model school where

teachers and student teachers
can put into practice the types
of programs that research has
shown work the best, said
Judith Boccia, director of
ULowell’s Center for Field Ser-
vices and Studies. The models
will focus on language acquisi-
tion and early childhood educa-
tion with a multilingual
population.

Parents will apply to enroll
their children in the school just
as they do for any other city
school through the central en-
rollment process.

Each of the two classes will
have approximately 20 stu-
dents, ages 3, 4 and 5. One will
take Khmer- and English-
speaking students. The other
will have Spanish- and English-
speaking students.

‘Different Ideas’

Donald Pierson, dean of the
College of Education at
ULowell, said teachers will
apply to come work at the de-
monstration school for a certain
period of time and then will re-
turn to their original school to
share what they have learned

with fellow teachers.

“We want them to return to |
their home school ready to dis- |
seminate the ideas they have |
gained,” he said.

Several of the teachers in- |
terested in working at the de-
monstration school said they |
were attracted by the chance to
learn and experiment with new
ways of teaching language and
other subjects to students \

“It’s a chance to share and see |
different ideas and different |
ways of doing things,” said |
Vera Tith, a Khmer bilingual |
kindergarten teacher at the |
Greenhalge School. w

The demonstration school
eventually will house 150
elementary students in eight
classrooms at Richardson Hall,
which is expected to open in
September 1992.

The state Legislature
approved $2.3 million in fund-
ing for renovations to the fire-
damaged building, and the
state Division of Capital Plan-
ning and Operations recently
estimated the cost at $1.8 mil-
lion, Pierson said.



Rlchardson Hall C|rca 1990 b&w ‘image courtesy of John Wren, UMass Lowell
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CATER TO INNOVATIVE METHODS |

Lowell demonstration school lauded

By CHUCK MAHALERIS
Sun Correspondent

LOWELL - Members of the Lowell School
Committee had strong words of praise for a prop-
osal that would make partners of the Lowell
school system and the University of Lowell
through the creation of a demonstration school
geared to teach Lowell students with innovative
methods.

The school, which will be housed in the reno-
vated Richardson Hall on the university’s West
Campus in North Chelmsford, will give Lowell
students the opportunity to learn science, math
and English through theme-oriented teaching
processes rather than subject-oriented lectures.

English-speaking students will be joined with
Khmer- and Spanish-speaking students in a full
day of programs designed to teach the foreign-
speaking students English and to give U.S. na-
tives a richer appreciation of the city’s cultural
diversity, according to Judith Boccia, director of
ULowell's Center for Field Services and Studies.

The program at first will be available to all
students between the ages of 3 and 5, officials
said, and will be expanded to older grades as
classrooms are added.

Teachers within the public school system who
agree to work at the demonstration school will
be able to learn new teaching styles while work-
ing at the school for two years and bring them
back to their schools to broaden its programs.

“This kind of program is extremely innova-
tive,” School Committee member Regina Fati-
canti said late last week. “When nts realize
the benefits this will be for their child, we will
have a lot of interest.”

“The university is a tremendous resource,”
agreed Committeeman Ray Riddick. “The
chance to be creative in the Lowell school dis-
trict is a wonderful opportunity for the students
and the school system.”

“This is a very exciting project,” Superinten-
dent Henry Mroz told School Committee mem-
bers, public school teachers and administrators
and ULowell educators gathered at Wednesday

|

‘The university Is a tremendous
resource. The chance to be
creative In the Lowell school
district Is a wonderful opportunity
for the students and the school

system.’

— Committeeman Ray Riddick

night’s planning meeting.

"We are going to start with a pilot program |
this summer. This will be a highlight not only
for the University of Lowell but also for the
Lowell school system,” Mroz said.

The superintendent said registration for the
program will be handled as if the university
building were a normal Lowell school.

Donald Pierson, dean of the College of Educa-
tion at ULowell, expects this to be a good prog- |
ram for the university because it will allow stu- |
dent teachers the opportunity to work with chil- |
dren and it will bring the university to the cut-
ting edge of education. ‘

*“It should be important enough to gain nation- |
al importance,” he said. [

Pierson said the initial stage, which will in- |
volve 40 students from Lowell schools, will get
under way in September. He said ULowell Presi- |

dent William Hogan has agreed to supply the
two-year pilot program with two modular clas-
srooms until the state gives the university $2.3
million, which will be used to renovate the fire-
damaged Richardson Hall.

If the state approves funding for the renova-
tions, the demonstration school’s permanent
location will be ready in 1992, It will contain
enough space for eight classrooms, a green-
house, a multi-purpose room and space for facul-
ty members to develop their curriculum, Pierson
said.






Front right view of Read hall with long-obsolete satelite TV dish, March 14, 2009




Front left view of Read Hall, grass on chimney and satelite dish, March 14, 2009




Rear of Read Hall with Bigelow at left and Gould at right, March 14, 2009
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Inside Read Hall, looking through a rear porch window, March 14, 2009




Read Hall was hit by an arson fire on August 28, 2013, and is seen here a yveek IateL
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Read Hall demolition underway, main chimney still standing, September 25, 2013
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Bigelow Hall rear view, showing brand new fenced enclosure, March 14, 2009




Rear of Bigelow Hall, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell
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posted by Mark Duffy

J

, January 2019

Bigelow Hall boarded up and abandoned




Upham Hall with new roofline, closed openings, and rear addition, June 10, 2007
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Right side of Upham Hall with air conditioned administration addition, June 10, 2007




Upham Hall left side, modern administration addition at left, June 10, 2007
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Upham Hall boarded up, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell




Upham Hall and addition, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell




Upham Hall Graduate School of Education, courtesy of John Wren, UMass Lowell
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(Interesting anecdotes about the abandoned campus but not official history)

Haunted Colleges and Universities 2013

Haunted America Series, 2013

HAUNTED
COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES OF
MASSACHUSETT;

,3; RENEE MALLETT

hv i

The West Campus of U-Lowell in Chelmsford,
Massachusetts “... has ascended to near legendary
status amongthe urban explorers and ghost Huntersin
the New England area.

“Today, ghostly screams emanate loudly from the
abandoned buildings, and an air of sadness and pain
radiates from this place.

.. Inside, Gould Hall didn’t look much different than ...
[Read and%?g\%ds%- Halls] had. Some mold, dirtand
debris. But it just felt terrible. Melissa couldn't shake
the feelingthat they weren’t alone in the building. She
kept feeling fingers poking at her and runningup and
down her skin. At one point, she turned quickly,
starting to yell, convinced that a man was behind her
touching her long blonde hair.”
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Gould Hall boarded up April 29 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt UMass Lowell




Richardson Hall, abandoned due to an inmate-set fire, is seen here March 14, 2009
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(Interesting anecdotes about the abandoned campus but not official history)

“Coggers, a Transformation” by Norman Shaw

Self Published, 2013

A tak from a haunted hife

COGGERS

a transformation

o= o,

. NORMANSHAW.

=, wwwahaontediife omy. %
S SE i W WA

“That’s what we were doingthere, on that beautiful
New England night, trying to pick up on the spirt
world. We were sittingin the most haunted placein
North America doingit. While you might argue with
me over this and bring up other locations you have
heard or read about, Coggers was the real deal.

“... Sometimes | would see little wisps of smoke, or
energy, or whatever you want to call it, dancing
about. Dave, Chrisand | had been in Coggers for
about an houror so. We had felt and sensed more
in that time than most people do in their whole
lives.”



Abandoned Richardson Hall right rear, large holes in roof, June 10, 2007




Abandoned Richardson Hall left rear, open window in basement, June 10, 2007




The campus is reduced to a pile of granite blocks, October 2021, by Lisa Grasso




Development site plan, page 11, from public presentation on November 30, 2021

ALEXAN CHELMSFORD CONFIDENTIAL
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Eagle-Independent, February 28, 2022, Margaret Smith

Chelmsford Reps Back Zoning for Development of Multifamily
Residences at West Campus Site

CHELMSFORD -- Development of the former West Campus site -- including senior housing - - moved closer to
reality, with Town Meeting approval of a zoning overlay for multifamily residences. Representatives voted 89-
13 at the Feb. 24 special Town Meeting to authorize the UMass West Multi-Family Housing Overlay District at
the 32-acre site at 255 Princeton St. The site, formerly owned by University of Massachusetts Lowell, is the
planned location of the development, dubbed "Alexan Chelmsford." The overlay is necessary because the area
is zoned only for single-family homes. The zoning changes opens the way for developer Trammell Crow
Residential's proposed 394- unit complex, with 50% as studios or one-bedroom apartments. The complex will
also include townhouses, and two-bedroom and three-bedroom apartments.

Senior housing

The project will include Maple Farm Senior Residences, a 54-unit housing complex for residents ages 62 1/2
and older -- a cooperative venture between the Chelmsford Housing Authority and the state's CHOICE
program. The complex will be a three-story building with elevators. For this part of the project, Town Meeting
representatives voted 92-2 to authorize $1,235,000 -- $635,000 from the housing stabilization fund, and
$600,000 from the Community Preservation fund reserve. Margaret Smith Wicked Local "We have now
opened the door for 54 new units of affordable senior housing. This for me is another dream come true, and
for seniors waiting for housing," said David Hedison, director of the Chelmsford Housing Authority. The funds
mean $22,000 toward each unit -- with an eligibility of $11 million and possibly more in state funds, Hedison
said. Representatives voted on the zoning overlay and the funds for senior housing respectively in Articles 5
and 6 of the Town Meeting warrant. Article 5 required a simple majority, with Article 6 requiring a two-thirds
majority. With a total of 60 units, or 15%, priced as affordable, Community Development Director Evan
Belansky said the project helps keep the town above 10% affordable housing needed for exemption from
Chapter 40B. Currently, the town is at 10.4%. Belansky said state census data means the percentage will likely
fall, with the town 44 units short of the quota.

Project details

Belansky noted that the Select Board and Planning Board began conversations with Trammell Crow and the
Housing Authority about the project. Trammell Crow representatives spoke with neighbors and abutters.
Numerous meetings, including with the Select Board, Planning Board, Finance Committee and Conservation
Commission took place to hammer out a pact with the town. Trammell Crow also met with neighbors of the
site. Belansky said working out details, including traffic studies, plans for an on-site wastewater treatment
plant, buffering and landscaping, have already taken place. The units will be housed in three- and four-story
buildings. The plan calls for a total of 658 parking spaces, with more than 1.67 parking ratio per unit --
consistent with other multifamily developments in town, Belansky said. The Select Board, Planning Board and
Finance Committee recommended the project.

Concern, support

Town Meeting representative David Rand asked how many people will live in the development. "It's a broad-
ranging question," said Trammell Crow representative Mark Baransky, but said projections based on the
number and size of dwelling units means an estimated 739-850, with up to 1,150 allowable. Representatives
asked questions, including about parking, the possible impact of school children, and water usage, and
whether the zoning overlay approval would be precedentsetting. Belansky said a precedent is unlikely, in part
due to the fact that the town has few open parcels comparable in size. The town's sewer connection
moratorium remains in effect until Oct. 22. The on-site facility complies with the town's moratorium
requirements, Belansky said.
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