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Portrait of the inmates circa 1896 with sports and band equipment 



Middlesex Training School Timeline 
1892 -A Middlesex County Truant School was authorized to serve Middlesex County, Chelsea, Revere, and Winthrop 
1894 - The Truant School was opened for the reformation of boys aged 7 to 16 who were habitual truants or had 

committed other minor offences. The property was formerly a 62.5-acre farm located at 255 Princeton St. 
The initial campus consisted of administration and dormitory (Read Hall), workshop, laundry, and bakery 
(Upham Hall), Superintendent's cottage, and multiple farm outbuildings 

Mar 1898 - Dormitory cottage Bigelow Hall opened to house an increasing population 
1904 - Dormitory cottage Gould Hall opened 
1908 - The name of the school was changed to Middlesex Training School 
1909 - The Massachusetts Acts of 1909 forbade any child under 14 who could not read or write from working in any 

factory, workshop, or mercantile establishment. 
1910-The new child labor law drove the need for a third dormitory cottage (Richardson Hall) 
1925 -A fire broke out in Read Hall, but the fire was extinguished, and damage repaired 
Feb 1973 -Congress previously mandated that public schools could not expel or transfer "exceptional" children 

without due process of law. With need drastically reduced, the county commissioners voted 2 to 1 to close 
the Middlesex Training School 

1973-1984 - Following the closure, several local sports and civic organizations held events and meetings on campus 
1974 -The DARE (Dynamic Action Residence Enterprise Inc.) opened on campus for male youth offenders ages 12-18 
Sep 1979 - The Lighthouse School moved to Old Westford Road after several years at the Training School campus 
1982 - Fay A. Rotenberg School, operated by the Robert F Kennedy Children 's Action Corps, opened in Bigelow Hall 
May 1984 - Wang Laboratories Inc. was riding a wave of prosperity in computer development and purchased the 

62.5-acre property for a corporate headquarters 
Oct 1984 - Wang Laboratories had a change of plans, gifting 34.0 acres of their property to U-Mass Lowell and selling 

the remaining 28.5 acres. It was stipulated that the gift was for educational purposes only and "if the 
University does not adhere to this agreement the land will revert back to Wang Laboratories." This and 
several other restrictions were to remain in effect for 30 years 

1985 - The University of Lowell moved its College of Education into the West Campus (Upham, Read, and Gould Halls) 
Jan 1990 - The University of Lowell proposed to renovate Richardson Hall as a demonstration school in partnership 

with Lowell Public Schools, but gave up after fully accessing the cost to renovate the fire-damaged building 
1991 - The University became part of the University of Massachusetts system 
1998 - The College of Education became the Graduate School of Education 
2003 - The Graduate School of Education left West Campus and relocated to the O'Leary Library in the South Campus 
2006 - The Fay A. Rotenberg School left Bigelow Hall and moved to Westborough, MA 
Aug 2013 - Unpowered and unoccupied Read Hall was a victim of arson on August 28 and had to be demolished 
Jun 2014 - The State Senate included money in an infrastructure bond bill to demolish three remaining buildings on 

the West Campus 
Oct 2014 - The Commonwealth of Mass filed a Declaration of Termination of Restrictions, ending the 1984 restrictions 
Sep 2017 - Chelmsford created a "West Campus Vision" detailing a mix of age-restricted and subsidized housing units 
Aug 2018 - UMass Lowell was cleared by the state Legislature and Governor Baker to sell the West Campus 
June 2019 - The Commonwealth of Mass sold the West Campus to 255 Princeton Realty Holdings LLC 
May 2021 - Trammell Crow Residential shared redevelopment plans with the Chelmsford Select and Planning boards 
Aug 2021 - The Commonwealth of Mass advised that the proposed use of West Campus is suitable and eligible 
Feb 2022 -An overlay district was approved at Special Town Meeting on February 24 allowing a 396-unit multi-family 

rental residential development, with a 54-unit senior complex, to proceed. 



Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY TRUANT SCHOOL, NO. CHELMSFORD. 

R.ead Co~t~ge, 
Adm1n1stration But/ding. 

Contains Fifty Beds. 

Erected in 1891. contains 
Admmistrative Office and 
accommodaftons for a family 
of Ftf ty Boys. 
Collages are named after the 
Commissioners under whose 
Adm1n1slra!Jon the Buildings 
were erected. 

Dormitory in Read Cottage. 



Read Hall administration building, circa 1896, courtesy of Chelmsford Public Library 



Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell 

MIDDLESEX CouNTY TRUANT ScHooL, No.CHELMSFORD. 

Upham Building, 
an Industrial Building~ 

In this BuJ/dng 
is the Chapel where 
Religious 
Exercises are held 
and where the Boys 
assemble for 
Entertainments. 

Sloyd Room in Upham Cottage. Bakery in Upham Cottage. 
In this But!difJS also are Kdchen, Sewing Room, and Store Rooms. 
All the Bakil!!J and Cook,n_g 1s done by one Man with the assistance of a class 
of Boy~. A Class of Boys under the Instruct/on of a .Seamstress do all the 
Mendi!!!J and Mak,!]!J for the Institution. 



Upham Industrial Building circa 1896, courtesy of the Chelmsford Public Library 



Harvard Arts Museum/ UMass Lowell 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY TRUANT SCHOOL, No. CHELMSFORD. 

Bigelow Cotla~e 
Accommodafi'!!J so Bors. Erecled 1898 

One of the Two Dormitories in 
B~elow Collage, Containirlj 25 Beds. 

Dining Room in 
Bigelow Cottage. 



North Chelmsford's Marinel and Willsteed Stone Works provided granite foundations 
for the Middlesex County Truant School. Courtesy of the Chelmsford Public Library 

· :to 



Bigelow Cottage circa 1890, stone bridge constructed as inmate training project 

I 



Bigelow and Upham Halls circa 1 Q00, courtesy of Chelmsford Public Library 



Bigelow, Upham, and Read Halls looking across the campus pond circa 1900 



Harvard Arts Museum / UMass Lowell 

MIDDLESEX COUNTY TRUANT SCHOOL, NO. CHELMSFORD. 

- -

Gould Cotta9e. 

Erected in 1904, 
accommodafirzg a 

family or -hfty i>oys-

Another View. 



Gould Hall front view, newest building on campus constructed in 1904, June 10, 2007 



Lowell Sun, February 18, 1899 

1WANT MORE LAND 
Section 6-Thll act eltall take eUact 

upon HR passage. 

For the County Truant Schoo~ 
at Chelmsford. 

Representl\tlve w. H. I. Bllyes c.011-
ducted the hearing ror the petltioneTS 
and ltr. Bennetl • wo.a the nrst one , 

, callPCl. 1 
· ")[)" nnme la JamH w. Benn~tl ot 

1 
J.owcll.'' !la.id Col. .Bennett. 

"Mayor, .. u'ked the chairman. 
''No; ex-n,ayor," replied the colonel, • 

nARING AT THE STATE 
HOUSE YESTERDAY, 

'Before the Committee on 

Countlea. 

?.loro Jnnd Is wanted for the Nor~h 
. Chelmarord Truant ac:hoo1 11.nd cx•l'.tn.y­i of Bennett ma.tlc his nr.sL publlu l\ppen'.r­
o.ncc since Jnf\\lgt1n1.tlon D.1.y o.t 11. beaT' 
\ng on tile matter beio:re the comniiUce 
un counlles 11.l the Sl11to Houeo yester­
day. The tollowlng bill nccompa.n!eil 
::'lfayor Bonnctt'B petition on tbe mat­
ler: 

Section 1-'l'he county com1niulon­
ern nr thll cminty- ot Mlddlc5ex 1\\'e 
)1ereby- ·a.uthorlaed an!l e1np0wercd to 
11.l·qulrc · tor tho use.s and llU rpoae.s D~ 
the trnnnl school at Chelm~!ord, In 
sald county, additional land In 1111d 
towJt ot Chelmstoru e.nd mn.y ta.kn, 
11y purcl1D.11n or othflrwLse, aueh a<l­
Jnccnt lnncl ns nlo.¥ be nece~irn.1·!.' for 
,sm:l, purpose11, nol e.xceotllng fUlei:n 
acres. 

Section 2-Snld eoonty comml11:slonel'B 
shall, wllhln 60 days n.fler tl1e tnklllll' 
of nny land under tl1ls 11et, otherwise 
than bl· 1,urchase, me o.nd e:1.\1110 to be 
recorded In ..,the rE-i;lstry ot dee,111 ror 
tho northern dl11trlcl of said county, a 
ctcsc11pt1011 or such laml sufficiently 11e­
curl\li: for ld,mllfielltlon, wlt11 a stnte­
ment ot tl1e purpoMo for whlel, tl,e 

· sRmc wns tnkcn, sli;neo by 9111d county . 
1 co~m111s1onera, and the t1lle ot tl1e 
lan<ls :;io taken aha.II veat In sa.1d eounty 
In tee. . 

Section 3-Snld count}• !!hall TJo\Y o.11 
lln.mage!I 11111,tnlne<l by n.ny J)eT'.!lOllS ill 
their prol)erty by reuori or auch tak-
1/ltr, nnd If any pel'llOn llUt.h\lnlug 
do.mai:e nnd snld commla11ionere t11ll 
to n~ree ns to tlle -.mount ot d~m11,ges 
HURh\llled, snld person or 1Mtl1l commle­
slners may within one )'ea-r Crom . 
,inch lllklng, fllc lri the omce or the ' 

"The turned-down mnyor,'' · l 
The sum or nearly $30,000, he aa!d,. 

1111.d been apont on the Princeton Btreet, 
extenBlon, a atate Mgllw111.y, Th41 tn:i- i 

ant school wa.s ncl\r -tJalR road. The · 
county · commluloner11 ,aa11'ed for 15 
n.erea more of 111.ncl. "1'1,t> nr!glnnl 15 
11ere11 bought 111\d been ; ·:·· ·· .,,med by 
the boys nn1l tlll'Ul)cl i11tu r..:nl!C faTrl\­
ll\l\<L Penon11.IIY, lie bell&VCil lhA.t the 
c-ounty- r.ommlsslon<!r!I 11hould ask tor 
,~o.oo.> and buy & .tm.ndrcil Q.Cl"CiJ o_t wd. r 
The truant achoo\ might bo cnllea ex• 
pcnslvo when comr,ared witb :i poor 
farm, but ll wu not the lntcutlon ot 
t11e · cou11ty commlnlooers to Hend th11 
bo)·a Lo n 11oor rni-m. 'l'tic JOO lloys In 
tho ln!ltltutlon wore belng taught 11rac­
ttc:-nl fnrmlug-. Th~re were n1> iluctora' 
bllts Lo pay- when they could do outdonr 
work. It w11.s the el:perlence of the 
offlnhtlll tbo.l tl\ore were 110 healthier 
lot of boys a.nyw11ere. 

Lovl S. Gould, ch11lrrn111l or the coun­
ty- commls!lloner:111, so.Id In apcn.klllg in 
ra,·or of the blll: "Willie our names ao 
not aippear In the petlllou, we 11,.i ,..c".'Y 
mucb l11torested [11 LUI aucceu, 'l'h1s 
school Is one or the bc!lt nrnnn1tt>d lo · 
the cu1.111try. You c::innot i;tve us au- \ 
thorHy to take too muclr laud. Tm.• In 1 
tluence ot the im;tltutlu11 tcar.h1ts ta.r : 
be)·ond the county. TIie auperlntenu• 1 

ent of It will tell you lhal tbc pri:;:,ldcnt 
llua appointed a r.radun.to ot it to a. po­
sition In one ot our newly ac1;1ulred ,,1-
11,nds. 

I "We built a. new building last. ,-ear 
• by authority of this lcglslnlurc, tJrn.t 
cnmu,l be dupllcatc.-<1 ror tbe an.me 
·.unount of money tn the cou11tr31. 'l'l1c 
!uml we now 11osseH wm be put ~n such 
::ondltlon by next s.u1t1mcr tl111-t We wlll 
have no work for Ollr ho)'&. I shall not 
nt:k tills commlttco for more th1m 15 
.lcres, but we shall n~ed more In the 
future. l don't belle\·e that the price 
Jt any ot tlle Jand will ci.:cectl ,200 an 
lcre. The money Invested In the Insti­
tution now 111 about Jl00,000. ll I~ niy 
1>ersonal oplnlon tlla.t land to the · e,r.­
lent of 100 acres should b~ t3Jcen [f il 
could be obtained." 

· clerk of U10 •uperlor court for ultl · 
~•onn ty nf ;\Ihl<llese-x, a l'IC ti uon · ror a 1I 
Jury to dctermln,: such damages; and 
tllcreu11on, atler auch 110Hcc as the 1 
court mn.>· m·der, tho c.lRmn~c!I oh~I 
bo dctormtned by a j11ry In sah'.l court, 
In the same manner aa dnmages tor 
lan<\S taken tor hii;hwa.ys. 

"You wouhln't advise to.k,ng rnor& 
IRnd than - wo.s Rctually . necesKary · In 
vlow or tbe burden of taxation 011 clll.?s 
1\1:id towns In Lile county?" uke4 Sen• 
ator JJo.lllnger. i 

"I . am apenldng only officially fc,1• 
tho land asked In the bill," repllec1 llotr. 
Gould, "The la.11<1 oui;\it to be boui:;bt 
tor· $100 an 11,cre, but I suppone lt wm 
cost twice thul amount," I 

Ceor,:e A. Walton or the ,to.te boarll · 
1or education uold: ••:,,(y vlen· oC the tru-,Sectlon 4-Suld county commlnlDner, 

mny erect n.dditlnnnl 'hu11dln,gs tor the 
use of aald tn1t'nt achooJ. 

1, ant sc11ool 111 that It le ~ pubUe acbool 
with thll home Influence alldcd to !!llP­
pl1· what the boy!! hnve miser.cl In thc\r 
own borne. lt le I'll)" conYlcllon Crom 
obser,·allon that from CO to 80 J)t:r cent. . 

SecUon G-In order t◊ Jneet Uie ex• 
J)elllleS lncurrell under this net, BP.Id: · 
cmmlseloners mn.y borrow from Umo 
to Um1; upon the credH of •Rid coun­
ty A. i;um not cxcN~lini!C hi 1110 aggre• 
gate, $1l,OCO. Said ln<lebtedne.ss mhall 
he Sl:\1(1 out of n.mount!I received for 
h\XCs at the rate nf $~000 e11ch year, 
commencing with the year l!IOO uritll 

; the whole lndebtedneea Is dl.schar~ed. 

or tho boys who Ie11.ve thl! school be- ; 
comn an good cltlzcma as lhc boys ot · 
the best homes In the state," I 

Charles I:l. Adams, SupL Warren, ' 
col. noyal s. Rlr>!<:)', lion. E. s . J•'o:!!s 
o.ml Senntor Putn::im nlso . tn.vorcd the 

, petition and U1erc were llO remon- 'I I atrant~. 



Cambridge Chronicle, January 16, 1909 

/ R1'1A.D BUILJDLNG. 
'l'hc Admini~tTntion Hendqnnrters nt ~[iddleaex County Tminin,;_ Sehool. 

MIDDLF.SEX COUNTY 
TRAINING SalOOL 

An Admirably Equipped Institution 
That la Doing a Great Work in 
a. Quiet Way - New Dormitory 
Needed 

'11he ,petition before tqe legislature 
from the ·.\liddlesex county comD1lssiou­
t>'r>1 :u;lring llUthOrit-y to <.'Oll8truot an ud• 
tlit.ionul dom1i-tory nt t he county train• 
iug >1chool nt NorUa Ohelmafonl, briug,; 
to noti <.'C tbi>1 admirably equipped 11chool 
wJ1ich is quiot)y 1rnt ollic iently doing 11 

. gren t .l\'.Ork. 
It does not seem, so s wiCtly d oes time 

fly, tlul-t it is 15 yenrs 1.1 iuce thi!r school 
was established nnd its principal ap-
110lnte11 f rom Cnmbridg\'. ,Since that 
ti me 1·here ha\"e been ·wondron{I cJ11111ges 
in 1110 11Cbool. l•'rom one buildiug in n 
"15-ncre tTnot of unclenred lanil, the.re 
lms ,irrowu IL gro111l of buildings consist· 
~ng of an administration building, three 
dormitories, an industrial · building, 
1}()'wer house. lnundry, 11 residence for 
tlw prinriJ~1l, nnd U1e uecessary out­
b11ildingt1 for snob 1111 institution. Acre 
11.her acre has ,been added until now the 
11 tnt«>ly 1\milclings, on nu eminence over­
lookin,r the .lllcrrim11c rh·er, -the cit)' of 
J..owell, mid utljoiniug towns, ore s 111·­
roundcd by 00 ucrei; in grouud ·, farm, 
nncl smrden. 

l•'rom u fow 1111pil;i iu lll<H. tlae Ncltool 
,hos grown to more tlum 200 in 100$. 
S'iuce t'be opening o f the school more 
tlurn 1000 boys 11avo ~ 1e out from it, 
und · t0<lny many indm•trious and 11ro1< -
11ero111< dti~ni< of C\rillcllesex look bnck 
to their time a-t the t<eliool n.ii U1e rea l 
stnn;ing ,11oin t in life. Irr addition to tlae 
l!ehool of lett ers. tl1ere i s n ~·ell C<1uim1NI 
mn1111nl t~lnin,r room. n band of 10 
llie<:es. <'111stc>1 in guru uing, rooking ancl 
hnkin,r, lnnntlr~-. tniloring, n11d domewtic 
work. 

The dny ilj dividoo into periodil tor 
school, w ork, .und !l'e<!J'e11tio11. All is ac­
tivity. '!'here is no loafi ng, no snllen-
11 e1<!<, -but tltcre is uu nir of c heertulnesa 
1111~- content t hro_ugl1011t. , 

~I . .A. W ARitEN. 
8 11111. Milldlcsrx 011111~- 'l'rniniul:' Hehooi 

I Tllere lla\'e ,been n11111r cbiuiges !11 

1

the public tiehools of Middlesex during 
!,he !last ll'i ye.un;. 'l'be oul, cit)" 1JUper-
111tenden.t today who was in office in 
l~ is Mr. Wlbitoomb. of Lowell. Mr. 
P>rmce und ~1-r. 1M:cD01rnlcl are s till Ju 
the st.>nlce us ai:en1s of t-h<' s tate boa.rd 
of educ:~1tiou. In :p11lnt of continuous 
~l'rvi<'e, ::'lh-. Warren is tbe oldest euuer­
mtendeiLI of i,chool!; for clelinqneuts in 
Ne w E11gl1111cl. 

The bfll -hefore the lt>giMluture for a 
uew 1lmllding •will tlrovide sufficient ac­
commodalioni, for mmry years to come 
if no~ fo1· « I! time. 'l'ruoncy ; 11 not in~ 
creasmg; cimle the r even;e. But ne1v 
lnws 11111de in the ,p111:1t few yen.rs, wch 
us "no c.hild under 16 YOOl"fl of aiN w.bo 
-~annot r end nnd write ~hall be eru1>loyed 
in any facto~~-. w orkRhOJl, or mercantile 
esmbHshment ," etc., the more thorough 
enfori:ement of t11.- truancy laws and 
~lie commil'lllCllt of. ull cWldren to the 
t:chool until 10 years of age, are respon­
lilble for die incrl"ase of pupils. 



Lowell Sun, February 16, 1916 

? VERY . ST ARlllNG . REPORT 
Supt. Corlew of County Training 

School Suggests That . it Be 

Abolished 

Tti• annual report of nurus E. Cor• j ~man quantltle!f; at practlc:aUy retail 
Jew. 5uperinlende~t of the ~Uddle&~lC 1,rkc.'I'. A rdrh:erator of -adcqu1Lte !lfa1:, 

Counll' Tra1nlng i;chool nt ?-.01·ll1 would ci111ble us lo 1)'1rc-b:i~c hi !ari;~ 
quamt(l~!; a. wl1OJei;al6 prlecs. 

Chelmsford, lust sent lo lhe count:.· "The nc:11:r lllO~l hui,orl:ml proJecl ii; 
cornmllisloners, h:i:. atlr.'lcted wide- that of making an outdoor swhnmlug-

· 1prea d nttenllon 'Decau:1e of H~ µlain .i100! tor the use ur. tl1c bO)"!I. Swim· 
clli;cu11Slcm af tlnieb· prob?e111s relati\·e mini; is not only u. 1;plendld form ot 
to tnr. truant i;1•3tcn1, and be1::iuse ur exercise, but oClen pro,·e:s a \'alua\Jle 
tho. proo! lt furnl&hci; tJ,at condition., asset 111 . the i,;aviJ••• or HCe. It 11,ouhl 
ha.,•, iE:nllr~h• changed sln<'.e the scho?l a 
was t>:1tabllF-hed. al.so be a ~ource of gr~al. J1Je=:1.sure to 
· Mr. Corlew sa)'S emph:i.ticalh• t'ha.t 1lte boyii. · 

elther the JITC~l'nl uicthnd of lu1ndllng CIOlSClr ass.oclllled .... -lth lbe abo\'e is 
.tr1,1a11cr ls not ~h~ rlshl ,,·:i.)·, oi: tllat the 6'CRera1 riroposiUon ot. 1mpra\'lnc-
the bws .t.nd requlremcnt11 a1·c not h ·t· I l i 
tintorccd. lie Intimate:! that. the .s:cho'lt .11.sid .:it t c ~:mie ime ,conom '- ns n 
111: 11, tai.Uure, not from 1:tck of laellltles lhe ·cost ot our wah,r sup1,ly. ·,\Ve are 

now oi1 3 'dciul eiul ol tl•e ·~orli1. 
or any raul~ 111 niaii.1.~e111ent but Cht-lmsford water iiystcm. 1'he h'D11· 
Ouougl1 the aclopUon or &}'.stems U1~l 
11 .. ❖e •don(' :\\vny wllh the -nccessHY rust fn lh6 w:1ter Ii,; a aoun·& of ~rei:t 

.innu}'nncr. 
for maintaining lhe Norlh Cl1dmstor,1 ",\ .. ain 11. decided· 11avhag oug)it i.o 
Institution. He so.~·s that. Uiere l.!1 a " · . be ef!ecf~ll by owning and .01lcmrl111; g.rowlng sentlmcnt ·a.i:-:i.iJJ i;L lhe commit~ 

-ment. of pupns and . al!k&i U ;t wonld 
11ot be bettct lo. lurn lhe schools o\·er 

. to · other use,;. He also 1>a:i,·~ th:i.t tlw 
boy& · sent• to hl.s Jnslitullo11 could b1, 

· taken care ot cheaply b1· the l•lllcs 
· and towns from wllich the)· eomc. 

. The · Ttn.inin" s<:hool at Nort!1 
-·cti.elnisford, wlltclt (s the llncst in New 

Ei:ag-la11d In many re1mects Is ,•111uc1\ 
at ·,259.(1-0Q 11nd iL hai; acconnnodaUon I 

• for 200 bo)'i,;. It h:i.s been In ll!le 2? 
. · years. and for many yea-rs niter rts 

:· : etecllon It w:is tnlicd to cnpac1ly . On 
• the ftrst dny o( Lhb year Uu:re we\·~) 

. · only 114 bors In the \nsUtuHon, a.nd 
'· It has'be.en dow11 lo l0D front lime t,>, 
:-.- Ume: •citlc.s tli:d tornicrl;r Sl'ht 1:i.r;;c I 
_.:.: ~u!"'orrs ~r ·tr1:1autli to the lns1Uul10!1 
• · J1ow· send nono owing to the 11dopllor. ! 
·· '.oi n~w !'cbcmes, and t11erc ls u growluc; I 
\ ~ent,l~!ent. ngali,.si c:otnmlllnent enr)·-

"·bcte. . · I 
·. _ · ·L:ist ·:re~r o 11h· !il I.Jors were com- , 

· irilUc/\ to Ute school. Of lllt'::tr. 14 wcr.! I 
. •. fj,"c"it(T~o~·cn, J2 1,·er.., (rom Somcnillc.•, 1 
.=> f• {rorn Newton, 4 froin ~tald<!n, 2 from ! 
:.·.·'R~•dlng, 2 ~rotn Jlcdrord nnd 1 lro~n j 
· ---each o( 60\"Cll other ci1il!!. ,ll\d lOWll!i. ' 
·· '.- 'l'hl~ iu lts.~eH pro,·c:-s tlutt tJ1c rovort ! 
· iof · .Su-pcrlnfcndent Corkw ls well I 
·. ton~ded. 

FoUowlnrr is the report Ln 11:irt: 
'{A num_bcr o( lntJJl'O\"Cmcnls have I 

·· ' 'b.een nu1.llu tluJ·ln c- the :rear In the 11hy-
-:-:. a!ca1· eondilloo o! the 1iropcrly. Nen· 
\- ·-aiiJuslabJe · iscai5 :a.net · rlc~ks h·,1,·c been· 
: ,-.:_ Jnatalied l II the ~choo.1 raa1ns which 
.~:.·_were not supplied with them hei·clo­
. ··tore. so lhat not\' till school rooms are 
~-•~equipped · 1)·,th tills kind ot furniture. 
\·.:·. · --~;.'l'tie electrlc lishtlni: n.stcrn ll;\S 

;:) (la,i~cQIL:.' . 

... 4 : - . 

;~{{ . 

}.~'.=-
;_: -.. ~; 
!?~--
.> ,_ 

;~:f 
~-·.\ 
tt'. 
• • I ~ 

':)~: 

HUFlH:;°.K CORL.E\\" 
Su11eri11tendenl • 

: .. bee11. con11iletol)' 01.·r:rhauted In all our own sY!llem. ,\t pre.senL our wat<'r 
1.: 'bu°lldlng& ·e:s:cepl lhc RlchenJi;.on 11nd ls metered. 'Bcc:iu~c •of this we 1111.,·e 
:'.-.- (Ile 1iUJ)eTlnte11dent's office. Thi" i 11- 1ir11c::Uccd the m·osl rigid econo~ In ft,. 
:=;: ·.Tohed, lu . mRny c:iscs. new. locaUon9 uec. 111 l\m~~ or drought . ou1" crop~ :: ::ror ouUc(s, uew 1!.:dttres or a mocrern aml l,t1\•i; suffer from 'l'l""Rnt or·.lrrJi;-n.­
/·.type; ·aud ch1inges ncC<!lf-liarf lo com- Uon. The tolul of our w.:itcr· bl1\s . for 

~-, ·ply with the law.11 und resulatlons go\·• the lo.st foul' )·e:ar~ has bcr.n JUJl.~.:l 
.. e:rnl.ii; .such matters. a.n a.,·otal;e 0% $07.Sli per rco.r. 

··. • "'The tar conc1:clc walks and drh-cs Tho quc.!ltlon Is o~Len. r,.lscd as to 
·/·about t~e grounds, with lhe excepllo!I why v.·e do not produce more pork a_nd 

uf. a. inna.11 litrc.tch in tront o[ tl1e Uea.d make more mlll,. La.st year the charge 
·· : b11!ldlng-, ha,•r. been either cntirdy re- tor milk '\\"BIi commenlcd on 1i"s bclug 

•·newed. where this " ·as nec:es:sary. or large, .anrl th~ su·gges;tion Wll!I ma.de 
·. resurfaced. . that we oui;ht to m~J.c eri.ouglt for nur 

"There arc still otlie:r chaugelll nnd own U!i~, :rnd not bo obliged· to buy • 
. addihon.ll neccs11ary, Tho most pTe~s- 'l'hla llOUnd~ ~ood. aml is a r,ood 11ug_sc:,;­
. tag · ta tbe Jn;itaUa.llan o[ a ucw TC• 11.lon aml incets will! my cmdo:rsemcnt. 
frJgeratJng SY.Stem. The prel!!!:nt 1>lanl h lp,·oh-c1J. h0,,.·e1·l!r, the consltuclh>n 
•• · leaky, _ too small, and consisl_!!. or o( a., pli;i;:r.T)', lf w<> arc . to keep 11lgs, 
01:1.ly one cam1>artme11t, allowing rorno ar.d oi n cow b.:i.rn it wo are to keep 
separation of products. The size mnl<;ce · cows In .sutflcien1. number to .supply u::; 
:1.t necessary to buy; many thh1gs In \\"ith ntllk. l[ore p;u;turc land would 

also bo nccdetl . 

l·'urthcr 4\dUi:atiuual • µroi:;-ress lies in 
the 11\rectlon ur 1,1ractic;il imlustrbl 
tL-:ilnlui:, 1nc ludlni: 11~ ricu I lure, i;;ree.n­
ho\19e• v.-urk, care and raising o< [loul­
tr)-, extension of wood worltlni; lo In• 
elude the use or l:1ll1ea a.nd woot\ t\\rn­
in~- nmchlnery, shoetnaJ.:Lni; · tnchul~"g 
m.i.chlncs nntl. e11ulpment i.untcient Ln 
make our own liihOl'S, t:rpewrltlni; and 
cll':montnry comme1·clal branches aml 
flTlnllnc-. tho lm;t;\llatlon of which hl!.5 
already been ,·ol~d t,y 1·our board. 
Wllb th-c 1iossiblc cx,:cpl1011 or the 
wood workini; :md i:o111e sc.:r.llng our cf­
rorls l'n these rcspcch · ai·e 1iot isu.lls­
factory. The boy;i; ,ire 11ot taught. 
Thc·re Is 11 dU£creJ1cc L1111tween tc:i.c:hing 
amt mcrcl:r sotng tlrrouKlt the ,notions 
or doing :i t11slc:. 

"In lhls. co11neclion )"OUr alle11l10L1 is 
;ii;.i.ln caUcd to Llle cunllnucd paucil)" 
111 our populallon. Double the µresent 
number coul<J be taken ~.lro oC [or 
('racli~a\h• the &anie per ~a.pita tol;t. 

"Al present In our owH scboul It Is 
n ·sr:'l,·o- qucslloR wl\clh.:r lhe nurnl:cr 
11ttendlt1g ::ind the l.tenl'lJl derin.11 f 
.thcrerrom Jusllrlts the expense 0£ hs 
mlllnt<.-nancc. Out or a 1.1011ul:alio11 ht 
lbc c:01mtl· :11111 or Chelsen, nc,:ere aud • 
Wlnthrnp. of nc.;uly SvO.OO(). or1?y :;3 
tni;uns were found lhe. 11ast )·car 
whol!ll cases we:rc sutliclcn·th· scriou~ ·to 
<'ause lhem to IJe senl to th!s .school . 

'"Such ~• coi,dllloh or :11lolrs ltulic,..tcs 
011c,of , tw,, thiR1;s~ltl11;r thal the tl:rcs­
cnt mclhod or bnndllng .truru,cy .IJ)' 
commiln:cnl lo count>' tralnlng schuols 
hi not 1h1:_ right W;Ly .:inrl Is nol .so con ­
sid.-:rcd by ll1c )>nblk ul lati;l!. nur by 
the public :si:hool :wlhoritic~. or lC It It: 
the. right p1:rn 1hcrc Js -' .,;ro~:. 1:1,~1;: or 
onlorc:cmcnt of the rcqulrc1n<'nl11 . Ln 

I such ~ases. ll is r1ol good i<cnsc to con• 
thiue ,L s:i,·stcm .and lts :iltemiaul. ex • 
,,cns.i iC there Is no \l!iC for lt . Cam. 

\ Lorirli;e J,;,.~ so i;u..-ce!>sCu n )" i,;ol\•cd . the 
qu<:stlon (.bolt for thrc& a11d one-hat! 
ru.n, not 011c l,o>· has been brought 
before lhc loc;il cou:rt on the charge or 
tru:mry. In F!oi;loll ~1r. lllmud. the 
rormcr :;ll1,crl11t1:mhml or lhe l•;,.rcntal 

l i<r.hoo\ ;llicl nuw su11er,:isor to_r thr. <'.ill' 
, o! Boi-tou u( l.-uys who arc 1.ullty of 
1 ~r.hoo\ u(fot1c{'s, b quoletl all In ra,·or M 

I b;rndllm; snch \':l::r~ without COll\hlll­
lll~JII lo :rn ,n~Ululic.n. lie has b:ul c:t-

l ri~ri,-rwe. wi1h both inethods :,.ml hi~, 
; conc•luslf.ln.!' ~l11:11nd lla,·e welgl1t . H 
. conn:~ltt:1c1\~ ;~ no lon,:er . n~cc~~~-r. 
(1:IJ:JlilY lr,d11ir1z :1,cholll >: -"lrnuJ,I no loru,•. 
er e:,.:1st. 1•hcy 1:1hould be turn~d. over 
to :.omc othr,r u11e, such as the cani of 
lhc CClt:\1\e-mL11dcd,. 01· Juve11Ue delin­
quenl1;1 .found guHt>' under the Juvenile 
delinquent law. An an:111gcn,rnl ut 
this llOrt might heh• lo rellc\'e tl1c cL)n­
li:"es1lon now e!.petlenced in ln~tltutlon5 

: de!lii;-n~d for the care of· rhUtll'(!n ot 
lhi11 \)'L>e who arc rl:ll)ldl>' Increasing In 

·numbers. 

I 
"Certain It ls that iL would 'he far 

chl!S.l•Cr to h,ke care oc the ·6a bny~ 
~ommll!~d to thlli hi~thutlon l::\:,,l l"~ar 
ln tbe· JS cltie:s: ami towns from wl\lch 

i tnt:y c:i.111,, tbau il would lo n,alnt:.lln 
thf11 achool" !or tht purpo~-o of <-arlng 

I t:or· lheni. Whate\'er 11,e tsOIULIOll. when 

I 
lt Is rruc!1ecl IL ~l•ouLd be )Hit llll.(.I 011cr­
atlo1~ .ind e.ufurci=d." 



Fire companies battling a fire in Read Hall, circa 1925 



Lowell Sun, October 27, 1957 
State Side 
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Truant School Clo.sing Rumore·d · 
By Thomas C. Gallaglier 

STATE HOUSE, Oet. 29 - 'l'hc current 
uproar. over alleged mlsh·Mtment of Inmates 
at the Middlesex- county ft"llant school in 
North Cl1elmsford has stl'engthcued a rumor 
that tho school will be closed down by the 
legislature next yca·r. 

AltempC.s to vel'l!y the report have been 
unproductive. Neither Thomas B. Brennan, 
chairman of the Middlesex county commis• 
sioners, 1101· J:ohn D. Coughlan, ·chairman ot 
the Youth Seivice board, lrno,w anything 
about It. · 

'l'he truant school is only one of three 
such sd1ools 1·emaining In the (,ommonwealth. 
It _ lakes custody of ~ale school offenders 
!rom i'"liddlesex, Suffolk, Bamstable, -Norfolk, 
Plymouth and Bristol counties. . 

An act o_( Ille legislature would · be re, 
quired to shut the sch'lol down .. ancl tl-ansfor 
lls lnmat<'s to the custody of the Youth 

. Se1·vlce board. · · 
This . yrar, lhe legislRture passed a· Jaw 

permitting the commitment o{ female school 
oHenders 10 llie Youlh Service board be­
_cause o! a lack of facilities !or handling te- _ 
males al the Middle.sex truant school. 

Unconfirmed repo1·ts hav~ Iorecast lhe ­
intrortuclion or a bill enahling the clo.sing oC 
the school, atte1· which the land and buillt• 
Jngs would be purchased by the Catholic 
arehdiocese of .Boston as the new site !or 
Lowell's Keith ,wadC'nty, 

A reliallle sour~c has provided the infor­
mation that the archdiocese Is .anxlo.us to re, 
Jocat<! Keith academy, and is extremely inter, 
.esicd in the lruant !>chooi s[te, 

l-Iowevl'r, Commlssione1· nrennai1 said to­
day . that the commission ,has not been · con­
tacted by the archdiocese concerning pur- -
chase of the 1,ropcrly. 

As_ to possible legislation enabling the 
clo~lng down of the school, Chairman Cough­
lan said he knows nothing -about It and has 
no co11ncctio11 with It. 

"Thern Is no active ·etfort on the part 
of !he Youth S~i•vice board to promole such 
legislation," Chairman Coughlan said, He in­
dicated that if s11ch a brll is !ilcrl, lt,will not 
be filed with the spot1sorshlp of the Yout_h 
Service board. . . 

MPanwhll<!, an lnvesligatlon of · chal'g ~s 
made by a forme1• emploY~l' at the truant 
school ls b<'ing conducted b)I the county 
commissioners and the district attorney's · 
office. ' . 

'l'hc late.st furore at the Norlh ChPlms­
for,l Institution.- the sujm·lntendcut o! whith 
Is ·J. Earl Wotton, was touched olf by a for• , 
mer_ cottage master, Hugh C. Duffy. 

Duify complained ta Middlesex Dist, 
Atty. James L. O'Dea, Ji-.. that approximately 
100 lmnatcs at the school were subjected to 
"a1t'o&ance a11d cruelly," were "bcalen black 
and blue" io1· minor rules infractions, and 
were the vlcllms_ of a "Gestapo· system." 

The punlshm<'nt ·meted out at thd school, 
Duffy l'hargcd, included i-equlrlng inmates to 
staml facing a wall for days, · and to kneel on 
the nool', with hands upraised, !01· hours. 

'- Commissioners Brennan and Edward L. 
Buckley paid a ,·isil to the school yestel'day, ' 
Prio1· to making the trlp, Commlssione1· Bren­
ilan said lie:- has eve1·y con!ldence In the ad• 
ministration 01 the school. · 

"They al'e doing a good job lhcre, and RJ'e 
getting results;" Brennan saicJ . . He pointed 

· out that the number of · school inmates who 
subscq ucntly wind up in tlte county Jalls 
"can be counted on tlui Ii11gei·s of one hand.'! 

Dist. Ally. O'Oe,1 said today he is await• 
Ing a report of a state police in\'es ligation of 
Duffy's charges before making _aity decision 
In the case. . _ . 

The cm-i-cnt controver~y marks the sec­
ond tiine In 11 yci,l's that the admlnlst1·at1on 
of ,Supt. · Wotton has come· under !Ire. · 

In · 1916,' a -cottage master at the sch~ol 
was arrested for abusing two- inmates, but 
was subsequently !ound not guilty in the 
Lowell distiict cou1·t. 

'l'he two YilUths, who fled from the school 
hare rooled and \\'ere pld,ed . up . rn· · L<iwell 
a!te1· _ breaking Into a store ta obtain shoes, 
said the beating of Inmates was common-· 
place. · . . 

. O11c puntshnm1t, th~y said, consl_sted of · 
forcing oHen<tlng lnnta_t<'s to stand against a _. 
wall; with th'ei r at'ms raised parallel _ to the 
floor, for long · periods. Corporal _ punlslt­
ment, they charged, was adminlste1·cd wltll 
11 wooden paddle .. 

. There was evidence that a cottltge mas­
ter was· authorized to in!Jict up to six stl'okes. 

· with the 'padtlll', but that any addttlonal 
strokes requlr<'d the ·ar,prol'al ot Supt, · 
Wollon, 

. Dist. Atty, George E, Thompson and 
Melvin G. Rogers, chairman ·ot the county 
comml~slmicrs at that time, began an Inves­
tigation, bul the cottage mitster was acquit­
ted by the c0urt and the probe petered out. · 



Fitchburg Sentinel, April 19, 1972 

M,-dc:lle:·s.ex :Sc-h,oof Ba,cte.d 



Sel. Express 
Interest In 
Training School 

Chelmsford Newsweekly, January 18, 1973 

Sel. Thomas Markham accepted 
the invitation of the County 
Commissioners together with Mrs . 
Evelyn Haines. Administrative 
Assistant, to join them in a tour of 
the Middlesex Training School, 
January 10th . Mr . Markham 
reported to the Selectmen that at 
the time he also had an opportunity 
to discuss with the new Com­
m1ss10ners the proposal of 
Superintendent McMahon for the 
buildings and possible uses of the 
buildings by Chelmsford. He 
commented that he made known to 
them h.is own thoughts but stated 
he would have to get back to the 
Board to learn their feelings . 

The proposal by Supt. McMahon 
is for the use of the buildings to 
-house courses in special education. 
Mr. Markham said he strongly 
suggest Mr. McMahon's proposal 
but if that did not come about he 
couls see several uses of the land 
by Chelmsford. He referred to the 

· need for a new Town Hall, School 
Administration Building, Civic 
Center, Youth Center, Senior 
Citizens and Kindergarten 
Classrooms. Mr. Markham said he 
found most of the buildings in 
excellent condition with the ex­
ception of the one which was 
recently burned. 

Sel. Markham suggested that the 
Board write a letter to the County 
Commissioners that if the proposal 
by Mc. McMahon was not accepted 
that they discuss uses of the 
facilities ,by Chelmsford. 

Chairman Lannan said he 
agreed the Board should take 

· definite action on the use of the 
property for purposes beneficial to 
Chelmsford and that he was also in 
favor of Mr. McMahon's proposal. 

Speaking to the suggestion of the 
letter Sci . Humphrey said he could 
not endorse something he had not 
seen. Mr. Markham explained that 
the proposal called for servicing 
educationally-handicapped 
children in the community . To this 
Mr. Humphrey said this is what he 
read but he could still not endorse 
hearsay . He would endorse it 
subject to receipt of the proposal. 
He further commented that he 
hoped this proposal was not a 
desperate attempt on the part of 
many who will lose their jobs to 
save them . He added that the 
Board had already endorsed the 
use of one of the buildings to 
SHARE and he was ofthe opinion 
this should be confirmed. He 
questioned the use of the other 
buildings by the Town referring to 

· the dollars necessary to put them 
into shape and the sirgle heating 
syst~m involved. _ . . 

Sel. Markham referring to the 
Board's endorsement of SHARE 
said many things had happened 
since then and the school was going 
to be closed . He said before the 
Selectmen endorsed any program 
now the Town should know the total 
use of the facilities as SHARE may 
not be able to integrate with 
programs mentioned. 

Sel. Humphrey moved to reaf­
firm endorsement of the use on one 
building for SHARE. Sel. 
Markham said he would second the 
motion if it included that use by 
SHARE did not interfere with 
other uses of the facilities . The 
motion maker would not include 
this so Sel. Lannan seconded the 
motion. The motion passed 2 to 1 
with Sel. Markham voting no. 

Sel. Markham then moved to 
send a letter to the County Com­
mission indicating support of the 
concept of McMahon's proposal 
and also indicating to the Com­
mission that the Chelmsford Board 
of Selectmen had interest in the 
facilities for other Town uses and 
requesting a meeting prior to any· 
final decisions. This motion was so 
voted. 



Some organizations making use of the Middlesex Training School campus 
Anabasis Program at MCTS, September 6, 1973 

CHELMSFORD KIWANIS MEMBERS recently toured the Anabasis 
House located at the Middlesex Training school site in North 
Chelmsford. A fine meal was hosted by Ana basis residents following .. 
which the Anabasis program was described by its Director, Marcia 
Mason along with Peter Valz and Holly Begins. Shown above O-r ) are 
Kiwanis President Thomas R. O'Connell, Anabasis Director Marcia 
Mason, Peter Valz, Holly Begins and Kiwanis Youth Service Director 
Donald J . Butler. 

Lowell YMCA, Camp Tiny Tot, June 6, 1974 
I,...-=---=-=---=----=----=.,.....;;;=---=--~.-...;;:;----~~-..::--, ~ 

1 Camp Tiny Tot 
I Lowell Y .M.C.A. 
j 272 MERRIMACK ,STRID,- LOWELL 

l for boys & girls - ages3-6 
j 
j 
l 
l 
l 
j 

held at the Middlesex Training School 
Grounds North Chelmsford 

July. (l-S) (S-l2) $20 per week 
(1S-19) (22-26) 

i YMCA Swimming lnstrudion 
: Arts & Crafts' 
1 Swimming 
l Land Sports 

Cook-outs 
Trips 

Nature 
ADULT LEADERSHIP 

Vincent F. Gate, Director 
call 454-7825 --.--..-,.-.,,,,,..,,-

Chelmsford Colonial Minutement, February 13, 1975 

·· ·•rhe 1975 4th of July Celebration 
will again be organized by the 

, Chelmsford Colonial Minutemen 
who have·undertaken this task for 
the past three years.,ln addition to 
Minuteman Samuel L. Tompson 
the Parade . Coordinating Com­
mittee includes Minuteman Ed 
McCaffrey. Co-Chairman; Derrin 
Alberghene, Parade .. Chairman; 
Jim Gifford, Marching Bands ; 
Pele Milan. Minuteman Units ; 
Clint Vincent, Town Liason ; Bill 
Fa y. Country -Fair Business 
Chairman ; Dick Reinslra , Captain 
CCM. Outside supporters include 

. Mrs. William Yonge, Parade 
Events ; John McLaughlin , Parade 
Floats; Ray Bixby , PR and 
Program and Waller Hedlund , 
Chairman Town Celebration 
Committee. 

In addition- lo the Committee 
being established it was noted that 
pe rmission- has already been 
granted by the Selectmen for the 

. CCM/TCC lo put on the 1975 
celebration, outside help has been 
received and committed and in­
vitations for marching units have 
been mailed . 

A larger than usual crowd is 
expected lo attend this year 's 
celebration because of ac­
companying Bicentennial events 
and the economic and energy 
situation which . limits travel and 
forces people Lo remain in Town. 

The meeting was held in a 
brightly lit -room , once a 
classroom, in the Administration 
13uilding of the former Middlesex 
Training School. The County is 
allowing the Minutemen use or this . 
room for meetings and storage or 

· e ' !Uipment. The fresh paint, bright 
collection of flags and bold 
Minuteman sign establish the 

. CCM's·claim on that corner of the 
sprawling training school complex 
as "theirs" at least until the 
County has another use for it. 

Discovery Seminar 
No. 1 at MCTS 
July 31, 1980 

OIOIIIIIITTrrTnooo000000000100TITOTOOOIOo; 

Discovery Seminar No. 1 

DISCOVERING 
YOUR ROOTS 

FOR SUCCESSFUL LIVING 
Old Middlesex Training School 

: 1100 Princeton Blvd., No. Chelmsford .. -: August 7 7:30 P.M. 
Are you where you want to be In life? 
Are you whll you want to be! 
Have you reached a time In yoor life when you would 
have to hone1tly &n1wer these questions with a 1 '00'' -
or at lout mostly so? 

IJ there any hope? 
Whoareyoo! 
Where are you going? 
What doea your life mean? 

. Are there any valid, 1ub1tantlal aruwers? 

The roota of the put can heir.your life now I 
A few of your community ne ahbon and friend& wW 
ezplore how a atep bactward can be a llep forward at 
thls apeclal Disoovery Seminar. WW yc,ujoln them 
on thls date and dlacover some aruwenfor younelf1 

Have a &ood day, 
,· A publlc aervlceol: 

,Cll.urch of Chrilt 
205 North Rcod 

Olelmaford, M'A 01824 
256-8901 

C 
C . . . 

': 
0 
0 
D .. 
D 



Chelmsford Newsweekly, February 14, 1974 

Selectme"! Push For Use Of Training School 
On -Monday night. the Selectmen He added that the Board felt the 
discussed with , Robert Engler- of property should be put to use by the 
the firm·of Justin Gray the pres~nt Commissioners as soon as possible 
land use study· for the County and the Town felt it was in the 
owned lands being cond,ucted by unique position of being better able 
his firm:-The Board's maip in- to serve that purpose: He reminded 
t.erest was in r_!?lating Co Mr. Engler Mr. Engler that the Town had 
the Town's desire to take the land serviced the facilities f.or 80 >7ears 
for its own · use. . with no compensation and also had 

Mr . Engler informed the. Board at the time of acquisition received 
tha t the study had just begun and no compensation' (or the land. 
the contract called for his fir:m to Uses by Chelmsford as 
look at all County-owned land for suggested by Sel. Lovering were 
the best possible us_e of this land. School Administrativ.e Offices, 
When the study was in its initial Housing for the elderly, Town Hall 
stages the firm discovered the only facilities , open park area , library 
land that could fall under this and sp'orts facilities for the 
category was the Middlesex Recreation of the Town 's children. 
Training School , Billerica lfouse In conclusion the Selectman told 
of Correction and Waltham Mr. Engler that the Town if given 
· Hospital. He told. the Soard he was the go on - Middlesex would be 
aware of the bill Chelmsford had willing to continue 'the pre§_ent 
before the legislation to obtain the programs , on the premises. 
land for the Town. His purpose of (SHARE is now using one buil~ing, 
meeting with the Board that and has plans for ihe Superin-
evening was to look to them for the tendent's home}. · 
ideas they had for the land use. Mr. Engler told the -Board that 

Sel. Lovering, the Selectman to the Commissioners , were in-
the Board has assigned the task of terested in looking at opportunities 
the Middlesex County Training for 'regional use of the school. To 
School , said that the town had date nothing has been developed 
approached the, use of the land by along these Jines. 
the Town in two ways, a piecemeal Each Selectmen in turn echoes 
basis and total complex. He stated Mr. Lovering 's stated beliefs that 
he had been assigned by the Board Chelmsford with 10 000 children 
to develop a proposal that might be in the 33 ooo populati~n could best 
used by the Commissioners in use the School. · 
terms of what Chelmsford could 
use the property for . 



Chelmsford Newsweekly, July 26, 1979 

c11•1•••0•• 
Unique Housing Proposal 
For Training School 

fM•·o-Membera of the In­
terfaith Housing CorporaUo,- ·met 
with the Board of Selectmen 
Monday ni1ht <July 23> to dJacuaa 
plans to convert the former Mid­
dlesex County Training · School 
·property in North Chelmsford into 
an all encompaaalng houaln1 
complex for the elderly •which 
would Include not only several 
types of living quarters but also a 
~•I.th care center and nursln& 
home unit. In addlUon the complex 
would be linked with the Univer­
sity of · Lowell In a teaching 
relationship. 

:•u la a totally.umque concept," 
said Dr. Albert Boulanger, 
Aaalstant Profeaaor of Lowell 
Untvenlty'a Health Department, 
who la servlna II Interfaith'• 
consultant on this project. 
Boulao1er gave to each Selectman 
a multi-paged booklet describing 
the proposal In detail. 

On Tuesday momlng <July 24> 
Interfaith wlll meet with the 
County Commisaionen to present 
plans and request an option to 
purchase the property at "a fair 
market value." The meeting with 

the Selectmen was to obtain the 
Board's endorsement of the 
project and convey this en­
dorsement to the County -Com• 
misaionera. lnterf aith already hu 
letters or recommendation from 
Senator Edward Kennedy and 
Representative Bruce Freeman aa 
well as from the Episcopal Biahcp 
of Maaa. Although UntvenHy of 
Lowell PrHldent, John Duff, hu 
yet to send official word of his 
approval. said Boulanger, 
ULowell'a Dean Gertrude Barker 
has Indicated her support. Duff's 
approval is anticipated. 

Individually the Selectmen 
expr~ enthusiasm and ex­
citement for Interfaith'• plana. 
Each said, however, that he 
wanted time to thoroughly review 
the written material before en­
dorsing anything more at th1a 
stage than the project's concept. 
As a Board they voted 
unanimously to "go on record" as 
being "receptive" to the Idea and 
would do •nothing to dlacourage 
negotiation with the County 
Commissioners. Sel. Shanahan 
mentioned that the Board's action 

disposition of the property. 
<Shanahan served on this task 
force I. When the Commisaionen 
establlah ~ price, Chelmsford will 
be offered an opportunity to 
purchase the 83-acre parcel before 
It Is ollered for sale to anyone else. 

•-------... -• should not be Interpreted II a 

lnterf alth Housing Corporation 
became Involved in the elderly 
housing project throu,h one of its 
memben. Janet Lombard. Edgar 
Campagna, who la also now a 
member of.lHC, described to her a 
similar place in Pennaylvania, 
Cathedral VIilage, which provides 
both housing and health care for 
retired ~pie. They spoke about 
the need of such a place In this 
area. He Indicated that Boulanger 
would design a similar facility for 
this area If a church or 
organization would sponsor It. Ma. 
Lombard brought the matter to the 
attention or Interfaith and lt 
agreed to be the sponsortna group. 
In the past. lnterf Ith Housing 
Corporation, a 10-year old 
organization, was suc;ceasfully 
involved in purchasing homes in 
the Greater Lowell area, 
renovating them, and selling them 
to low-income famllies. It will now 
direct its actlvlties to elderly 
housing. NOW OPEN· 

Waite Farm 
Route27 

South~Chelmsford 

waiver of the town's right of flnt 
refusal on the North Chelmsford 
property. This was a1reed upon by 
the County Commlsalonen at the 
sugestlon or the task force which 
made recommendations for 

ICH President, Rev. Walter 
Sobol of All Saint.a' Episcopal 
Church. stressed that lnterf aith ia 
not looking for "freebies" rrom 
either the town of state. Money to 

,--~-S-PEC-l~Al~-8-O-T-F_U_D_G_E_i' ,purchase the Middlesex Training 
School property wlll be ralsed 

Brownle Delight nc .' through private sources. The 
'DAIRY QUEI llln fr' s & s ' complex. referred to as The N · 1

• at. in VIiiage Complex, would pay taxes 
No. Chelmsford IJo the town. Boulanaer aaid that lt 

Rte. 3A on the rood to Nashu~ More on Page I 2 
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* Training S«!hool 
Continued from Pog·e 32. · 

would provide 300-400 Jobe ror area 
residents and "reed some 
$4.000,000. Into the local 
economy." Each tenant will pay 
rent. ror his living quarten, ex~ 
plained Boulanger, who then asked 
that the town be "tender about 
taxes" inasmuch as rents wlll 
renect costa. 

Individuals who were totally In­
dependent and could take care of 
all their own needs. 

There would also be living 
quarten for those whose needs did 
not require an apartment. They 
would have a private room tiut 
utilize community laundry, living 
and game rooms, etc. These In­
dividuals would have their meals 
In a group dining room and be 
involved in group social activities. 
When someone became 111, he or 
she could be cared for at the heallh 
center or the nunlng home. In 
short. said Boulanger, when 
someone ' s circumstances 
changed, such as a spouse passing 
on. or they became Ill, It would not 
force a complete change In en­
vironment . People would not have 
to be wrenched rrom ramlllar 
surroundings and sent to some 
strange place. Retirement com­
munities are great, he said, "as 
long as you are hale and hearty 
and can take care or younetr. rr 
you become ill, out you go; you 
have to leave that place." 

He was very excited about the 
link with the University or Lowell 
which will allow for specialized 
geriatric care. He spoke or a grant 
recently received by the 
University ror improving health 
care in the Lowell area . 

It is anticipated that, at first, 300 
residents would be accommodated 
at the complex with health care 

Boulanger spoke at length about 
how the proposed . housing raclllty 
would dlrrer from present 
retirement villages. There are no 

. health care centen or nunlng 
homes In retirement villages, he 
said. When resldenta become Ill 
they are forced to leave their 
homes and go orr to a nunlng 

. home. The Village complex, as _ 
descri~ by Boulanger, would 
have apartmenta for couples or 

facilities providing ror 100-180 
people. The site Is Ideal for future 
growth. said Boulanger, and If the 
need arises It can accommodate 
600-900 people. He stressed that 
the complex would be ror middle­
income people. 

The Selectmen warned that 
there would be many hurdles to 
pass. such as zoning, etc . A major 
hurdle. said Shanahan, Is · the 
political and philosophical road to 
be travelled to the County Com­
missioners. It Is no secret that the 
Selectmen feel the Com­
missioners' lack of action resulted 
in Chelmsford's losing Wang In­
dustries to Tyngsboro. Wang had 
proposed to purchase the r ormer 
Middlesex County Training School 
for convenlon as a graduate 
school ror computer studies. The 
County's delay In making the 
property saleable Is said to be the 
cause ror Wang's purchasing the 
former Marist Brothen property 
instead. 

The proposed elderly housing 
compl~x would be completely non­
denominational, said Mr. Sobol in 
answer to one final question from 
the Board . 
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CHELMSFORD 
So C. Certifies 
DARE; Reading 
Program Added 

CMFD-At the September 30 
meeting or the School Committee 
they voted to grant certiflc Uon to 
the DARE < Dynamic Action 
Residence Enterprise Inc.> a 
secure treatment facility for male 
youth offenders ages 12-18 located 
in North Chelmsford. The resldenta 
of the raclllty get referrals from 
DYS <Division of Youth Services 
and DARE Is the Human Service 
Vendor according to Mrs. Sherry 
Cohen, Director or the School and 
Educational Coordinator or the 
school. She explained that they 
have a "solid school program, we 
are not just here to Incarcerate as 
used to be the way but we think 
education Is also Important. I feel 
it Is a model for other programs 
and one of the most solid programs 
I've seen. We have a good 
educational starr. all the basics and 
a good vocational program." 

When asked why the Chelmsford 
School Committee grants approval 
r or their certification, she said they 
"have jurisdiction over any other 
school acting on behalf or the 
state." The school Is located on 
grounds of the old Middlesex 
Training School. They applied for 
certification last May but since 
people were going on vacation the 
process took a while but there were 
no major problems Involved. 

DARE has been In N. Chelm­
sford since 1974, but according to 
Mrs. Cohen not many citizens ol 
the community were aware or Ila 
existence. She said "The youths 
are young adulta with regular 
intelligence who committed some 
sort of crl~e for 1-2 years." 

According to the School 
Superintendent's omce the school 
had to meet standards for 
curriculum to be granted approval 
for certification for a private 
school. Mrs. Cohen was not at the 
meeting but was contacted by 
telephone. 
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CHRMS,01D 

Selectmen Respond 
To Jail Proposal 

CMFD-For several years since 
the County stopped using the 
former Middlesex Traitting School 
as a correctional facility, the fate of 
the property has been in question. 
Many proposals have been made 
and ruled out for various reasons. 
Wang Laboratories had expressed 
an interest and after much discus­
sion and a rejected bid opted for a 
Tyngsborough site. 
. The State Legislature ordered the 
County to sell the property this year 
but the November deadline has _ 
come and gone and still the former 
Training School remains in control 
of the County Commissioners. 
Recently the RFK School, currently 
occupying the site, signed a five 
year lease with the county. 

Norman Thidemann, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Select­
men, reported to the Board about 
the recent publicity on the subject 
of the fate of the f orm'er Training 
School property. Thidemann said 
that it has been reported that the 
County plans to use the facility as a 
correctional institution for those 
convicted of alcohol abuse with the 
advent of the new drunken driving 
laws. Thidemann said that the 
County Commissioners voted to 
propose the use of the facility as a 
correctional institution to the Mass. 
Dept. of Corrections. The Commis­
sioners recommended that the 
Dept. of Corrections conduct a 
feasibility study into the project. 
Thidcmann explained that the mat­
ter should be brought before the 
Board in order to receive their reac­
tions to the County Commissioners 
actions. 

Sci. Bonita Towle said that she 
had personally tried lo contact 
Commissioner Larkin and was un­
successful in her attempts. She 
stated that she felt it was vitally im­
portant for the Board to be includ­
ed in discussions of any plans for 
the former Training School. The 
property is located in North 
Chelmsford. 

Sci. Hart said that he felt the 
County was trying to find a way to 
hold on to the property. He said 
that while the County might pro­
pose worthwhile uses 'for the pro­
perty, he believed the buildings and 
grounds should be utilized for an 
educational purpose. Hart said he 
had discussed the matter several 
years ago with then Congressman 
Tsongas when Tsongas asked for · 
Hart's ideas concerning the proper­
ty. Hart said he responded then and 
still believes that the former Train­
ing School should be used for 
educational purposes. He stated 
that ihe University of Lowell has 
been physically ·expanding in recent 
years and has expressed a desire of 
consider this property for future ex­
pansion. Hart proposed that the 
Board contact that County Com­
missioners and request that a 
reoresen1a1ive be present al the Dec. 
6 Selectmcn's meeting. Chairman 
Ready also proposed that a letter be 
sent to the Attorney General's of­
fice complaining that the County 
Commissioners had not complied 
with the Legisla·ture's mandate to 
sell the property. Both proposals 
passed unanimously on a 4-0 vote. 
Set. Emerson was absent. 
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CHELMSFORD· 

Time Frame Set·pa.r- · 
Commissio,Ders' Action 

CMFO-Thc 1iddicscx 
County Commi sioncrs rnc1 
h1 Chelmsford. this ~eek, 
but were unprepared as a 
body to determine the future 
of the Midqlesex ·County 
Training School property. 

,,,.. Chairman Larkin said 
th~t the commissioners had 
received a "good deal of 
correspondence sµpporJing 
the 11niversity of Lowell 
proposal. Larkin mentioned 
the support of Senators 
Amick, and Shea, Reps. 
Freeman and-Cox, 

Desphe these letters of 
support, and the length of 
time-over whjch Chelmsford 
Selectmen ,have been re­
questing a decisioQ pe made 
that would benefll 
Chelmsford, .the only solid 
outcome this w,e~~ .for the 
Training School's future 
was a time frame for deci-
sion: · . · -

Chairman Larkin .isked 
ne'w, ~ounty Commissioner 
Schm.idt '_s view. on the Train­
ing School decisio·n. 
Schmidt, \ ho ls fr om 
'ewton, p_leaded ioabiUt 't 

coh1 to any d flni1e \'iew 

due to heavy work load, lack 
of familiarity with subject 
matter and the ptfoplc to 
'On I acl to veri f.y fa Ls, 
SchmidL wants to wail to 
make his decision until his 
'' Assistant comes on 
board" and can research I he 
Training School 
possibililics, because 
Schmidt emphasized, "this 
is a valuable pi~e of proper­
ty in Chelmsford," 

Chairman L~rldn, who is 
from Bedfor~, recognized 
t~e University of Lowell · 
proposal as ~ good on·e. 
however, .he "respects where 
S~Jimidt is coming from" 
and Qgrees that ihe :G9unty 
would be best served -if a 
proce.dure is .established for 
selling such prop~flY. 

Com m·i s s Ione r 
McLaughlin pointed ou_t 
that such ~ proce.dure has 
alr.ea~y been estabJished 
through Chapter 325 Acts of 
1979, McLa~ghlin stated 
that notifying t~e 
Chelmsford Board ofSelecr ~ 
·rn•n.in vri in fi u month · 
prior Io selling the, J?l'Op rcy 

1 
and allowing the S lcccmen 

to arrahg -.a public heari.ng is 
pro~edurc. · 

McUhighlin, who i from 
Billerica and Lowell, told his 
fellow Commissioners ·that 
"we have the pow~r to gjve.a 
great leap" to the County, in 
supporHng the sale of the 
Training Schooll~rids to l~e 
University of Lpwell. 
McLa~ghlin said thaf the 
University of. ~oweU s~rv~s 
11mid"le;Affleri:ca '1and that 
"we shou'ld. mlike sure ·the 
education is goo_d Jbere." 

• •• 

Dr. Hogan commented 
after the time frame motion 
was made, that the Universi­
ty would require a minimum 
of four months to renovate 
the Training School 
buildings. He emphasized 
that the purchase will be a 
"cash operal ion with no 
slate money involved,., so 
time is crudal. The Universi­
ty must be able lo renovate 
and go in Sept. 1984. Hogan 
said that the decision tonight 
was what the University 
realistically wanted: "a 
specific time frame ... 
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I 

CMFD-TURNABOUT: The Selectmen were in the audience 
as the Middlesex County Commissioners came to town to 
discuss the future of the Middlesex Training School land. 
(L-R) Set. Bonita Towle, Set. Claude Harvey, Town Counsel 
James Harrington and Sci. Dennis Ready. (Photo by Ruth 
Clark) 
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-----------County Commrs. To With the advice of their buildings to construct 
Review Proposals appointed Land Disposition Richardson Hill Estates con-
Here Sept. 20 Advisory Committee, the dominiums in the residential 

Commissioners voted on Ju- section, and further units in 
ly 6, to declare the site the industrial section. (The 
surplus to county needs and land has two zones, residen­
voted their intention to sell tial and industrial). Ready 
or lease it. A Request for pointed out that this bid is 
Proposals (RFPs) was mail- contingent on rezoning to 
ed to any interested party in multi-dwelling for the 
early August and a pre- residential section. (3) The 
proposal conference held first proposal submitted was 
forthosedeveloperswhoin- from the University of 
dicated interest in submit- Lowell. (4) Wang 
ting a proposal. Laboratories proposed 

CMFD-Middlesex Coun­
ty Commissioners will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, 
September 20, in 
Chelmsford Town Hall at 
which all submitted pro­
p0sals for reuse of the 
former Middlesex County 
Training School site will be 
av ai la b·le (or review. 
Developers' proposals are 
due in the Commissioners' 
office by· September 9th. 

The September 20 hearing 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. dur­
ing the Commissioners' 
regular, weekly, meeting ~ 
The first public hearing on 
the County's land disposi­
tion process was held on 
May 31 in Lowell at which 
neighbors and abutters of 
the site expressed their 
views. A third, and final, 
public hearing will be held 
on December 6, in 
Chelmsford, at which the 
public may react to the 
specific proposal and condi­
tions of the sale or lease as 
determined by a vote of the 
Commissioners scheduled 
for November 1. Following 
the guidelines for land 
disposition set forth in 
Chapter 579 of the state 
statutes, the Commissioners 
and their Advisory Commit­
tee have encouraged public 
input throughout each stage 
of the process. 

The 64-acre property utilizing existing buildings, 
located in Chelmsford near and using some for training 
the western Lowell boun- purposes. Nytina Institute 
dary was the site of the proposed using buildings for 
County Training School un- a school, sanctuary and 
til it closed in the early retreat for the study of 
1970's. Since then some oriental subjects anJ 
buildings have been rented meditation. 
to vario•Js organizations. Of David Merrill Real Estalt! 
the six major buildings on was denied its requcsl for an 
the site, only one is currently extension to prepare a pro-
fully occupied. posal. 

Five Proposals A joint propo al from 1hc 
University of Lowell and 

Made For Wang Laboratories fell after 
Training School the required deadline. 

CMFD-Selectman Dennis 
Ready told the Board that 
five proposals had been 
made to the County Com­
missioners for use of the 

· Middlesex Training School 
land. (I) Nordblom Com­
pany proposed to construct 
two more office buildings in 
their park on adjacent land; 
(2) Princeton Park and New 
England Communities pro­
posed to purchase the whole 
prpp,erty to use existing 

Ready explained that the on­
ly way this proposal could be 
considered is if the County 
Commissioners chose to ex­
ercise their prerogative to re­
quest for propo~a ls, to 
solicit a propmal. 

The Commissioners will 
meet in Chelmsford Sept. 20 
to consider their proposals. 
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Training School Sale 
Deadline Is Extended 

CM FD-On Tuesday, 
Sept. 20, the Middlesex 
County Commissioners met 
in Chelmsford to hear the 
five proposals submitted to 
them for use of the Mid­
dlesex Training School land. 
One of the five bidders 
withdrew, the Nityananda 
Institute, who had wanted to 
lease the land as an educa­
tion center for East Indian 
culture. The remaining four 
proposals were from: _the 
University of Lowell, Wang 
Laboratories, Inc., Richard­
son .Hill Estates, .._and Nord­
blom Compahy. 

After hearing the four 
proposals, Chairman of the 
County Commissioners 
Larkin, motioned to extend 
the proposal deadline for 
David Merrill Real Estate, 
and to allow the remaining 
four bidders the opportunity 
to add additional informa­
tion ·to their current pro­
posals, and/or submit joint 
proposals within their 
ranks. This would allow a 
legal proposal before the 
Commissioners, from the 
University of Lowell and 
Wang Laboratories jointly. 

Merrill, representing 
builder Robert -Hicks, had 
·been asked to off er their 
proposal again by Chairman 
Thomas Larkin . Commr. 
Micha~l McLaughlin ob­
jected to allowing Merrill an 
extension; he stated that he 
r elt it was incorrect pro­
cedure and besides giving 

- -
Merrill an unfair advantage, 
opened the door for untold 
future requests to be con­
sidered late. Larkin and 
Commissioner Bill Schmidt 
voted against McLaughlin 
and the motion carried. At­
torney Joseph Shanahan, 
representing Richardson 
Hill Estates, and Dr. 
William T. Hogan, Presi­
dent of. the University of 
Lowell objected strongly to 
the extension. Attorney 
Mortimer McGrath, Chair­
man of the University of 
Lowell Building Authority, 
added his objection, stating 
that the University had sub­
mited its proposal 1as_t April; 
he considered the extension 
an unreasonable time delay. 

The proposals presented 
before the Commissioners 
were not unexpected . Dr. 
Hogan represented the 
University of Lowell, offer­
ing $750,000. and the oppor­
tunity to expand the artistic, 
cultural and athletic pro­
grams enriching the univer­
sity and the community. The 
University of Lowell has the 
only proposal thus far with 
the approval of the 
Chelmsford Board of Select­
men. 

After the University of 
Lowell's proposal, the re­
maining three proposals all 
offered to consider a joint 
proposal with the University 
of Lowell. They all also sup­
ported access to the property 
via North Road; none of the 
proposal representatives an­
ticipated this access to be a 
·difficulty. 

The Land Disposition Ad­
visory Committee, 
represented by Dennis 
Ready and Paul Blazar, 
questioned the represen­
tatives concerning necessary 
zoning changes, road access 
to North Road, the impact 
o·n traffic, and sewerage. 
Commissioner McLaughlin 
stressed to each represen­
tative the desirability of tak­
ing their proposal before the 
Chelmsford Board of Select­
men for approval; he em­
phasized that a letter of ap­
proval from the Chelmsford 
Selectmen would strengthen 
their proposal. Attorney 
Shanahan pointed out that 
the Chelmsford Selectmen 's 
next agenda is full; their 
following meeting isn't 
scheduled until after the 
County Commissioners' 
Oct. 4 meeting, at which 
time the Commissioners in­
tend to indicate interest in 
specific proposals. 
Shanahan requested the 
Commissioners ask the 
Chelmsford Selectmen to 

· schedule another meeting 
before that date to allow the 
proposals tQ be submitted. 
McLaughlin requested this. 
In his capacity as a 
Chelmsford Selectman, 
Dennis Ready commented 
that he was only one 
mtmber of that Board, thus 
coulun 't promise such a 
meeting, but that he would 
do all he could to insure a 

More On _Page 14 
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CHELMSFORD 

Selectmen Vote To Support 
ULowell-W an;g Plan 

CMFD-Two proposals 
were brought before the 
Chelmsford Board of Select­
men, at their Oct. 17 
meeting seeking support to 
influence the Middlesex 
County Commissioners con­
cerning the utilization of the 
Middlesex Training School 
land. A joint proposal was 
presented by Dr. William T. 
Hogan, President of the 
University of Lowell, and 
Ralph Maffei, Director of 
Corporation Real Estate for 
Wang Laboratories, Inc., 
and a second proposal was 
presented by Attorney 
Joseph B. Shanahan, 
representing the Richardson 
Hill Estates proposal. 

The University of Lowell/ 
Wang Laboratories, Inc. 
proposal won the support of 
Selectmen Emerson, Hart 

.and Harver. Selectmen To-

wle and Ready abstained 
from voting in case of con­
flict of interest since both 
work at Wang. 

Maffei told the Board that 
Wang offered a firm price of 
$1 .2 million for the land, un­
conditionally. Wang, he ad­
ded, also unconditionally, 
would donate three playing 
fields to the University of 
Lowell, and lease four acres 
to the University at $1 a 
.year. Maffei told the Board 
that Wang intended to pro­
vide jobs for 1200employees 
at this location. He said that 
Wang considers this 26 acre 
property as a low denisty 
sf_r.ellite site; "Maffei opin­
e~ that "traffic can be ac­
commodated by existing 
roadways". He also em­
phasized that the taxes 
generated from the Wang 
development of the property 

are an estimated $300,000. 
Dr. Hogan reminded the 

Board that both the Univer­
sity of Lowell and Wang 
have left their independent 
proposals before the County 
Commissioners as well as 
their joint proposal. Maffei 
said that Wang and the 
University feel that this joint 
proposal is "a good blend of 
high tech. and higher educa­
tion." Hogan said that the 
playing fields and the quality 
of performance of the 
University of Lowell's 
athletes "will bring· to this 
area a level of activity 
previously not seen." 



Chelmsford Independent, January 30, 1986 

Lighthouse shines brightly; 
wins national educational award 
By Patricia Dugan 

Of course. the parents. staff and students 
of Chelmsford's Lighthouse School think It's 
special. 

However, they are not the onJy ones. 
The non-profit day treatment program for 

106 special needs children was recently 
among 65 schools around the country hon­
ored by the Exemplary Private School Rec­
ognJtlon Project. 

In addition. the school was Informed last 
Friday that It had been chosen as one of slx 
schools "that most exempltfled the spirit" of 
the Recognltlon Project." accordLng to Voca­
tional Coordinator Stephen Ferland . 

"There were qualities about the six 
schools they felt people throughout the 
country should really look at In terms of car­
Ing and quality of programs." said Ferland . 

School officials traveled to Washington. 
D.C. to receive the original award from Pres­
ident Reagan and Secretary of Education 
Wllllarn Bennett. 

Lighthouse Executive Dlrector Dr. Michael 
Pappafagos said, "We look at this as an op­
portunity to have others see our program 
and translate It Into their own Institutions . 

It could result In 0U1er kids being helped." 
"Our primary concern Is there are hun­

dreds of thousands of kids who do not have 
appropriate services. That's one of the rea­
sons we worked so hard to build our proto­
type. It 's not perfect. but we worked hard on 
It. · · he said. 

111e school originated In Lowell 18 years 
ago. then moved to a site at the Middlesex 
TraJnLng School In North Chelmsford. It has 
been at the present Old Westford Road loca­
tion since September 1979. 

Financed under Chapter 766, Lighthouse 
prides Itself on cost-efTectlve education . 
Whit funding covers the basics, they seek 
donations to provide extras, Ferland saJd. 

The sci 1001 represents kids, ages three to 
22. wllh diverse and extensive needs. said 
Pa ppafagos. 

Tiu-oughout the building are lighthouse 
symbols - paintings. drawings and models. 

And. school literature takes this theme one 
step further : " Lighthouse School offers the 
brightness of a more successful futur for 
pe la t child ren In need ." 
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Demonstration school to off er educators taste 1 

of teaching methods from around the country 
By DANA FRANCIS 
Sun tafT 

LOWELL - A demonstra­
tion school scheduled to open 
next fall at the Univeraity of 
Lowell will give public school 
teachera and those in training a 
chanct: to try out methoda of 
teaching that have worked best 
around the country. 

1'he school will start small, 
with two clllflllrooms located in 
portable claBsroom trailers. 
Eventually it will be houaed in 
a renovated Richardson Hall on 
the Weit Campus in North 
Chelmsford. 

The project i a joint venture 
between ULowell and the 
Lowell Public hoots, and tut 
week approximately 35 Lowell 
teachen accepted an invitation 
to learn more about the school 
and participate in it.a planning. 

"From thi1 point on, your 
volunteer efforts will be an im­
portant cornerstone for this 
proaram ," Superintendent 
Henry Mroz told teachen who 
will work throuah the 1ummer 
to develop curriculum and 

COIMfatone for 
tlllap,opm.' 

- Henry Mroz, 
school superintendent 

teacher training models. 
The demonstration school 

will be a model school where 

teache and tudent teache 
can put into practic the types 
of program that r arch has 

hown work th be t , sai d 
Judith Bocci , dir ctor of 
ULow II' nter for Fi Id c r­
vices and tudi . Th model 
will focus on languag acqui i­
tion and arty childhood educa­
tion with a multilingual 
population. 

Parents will apply to enroll 
their childr n in th hool ju t 
as they do for any other city 
school through the central en­
rollment proce . 

Each of the two eta will 
have a proximately 20 tu­
d nts, ages 3, 4 and 5. n will 
tak Khm r - and ngl i h -
peak ing tud nt . Th oth r 

will hav Sp nuih- nd Engli h­
peaking tudents. 

'Different ldeaa' 

Donald Pierson, dean of the 
oil g of Education at 

ULowell , aid teachers will 
apply to come work at the de­
mon tration chool for a certain 
perioo f tim and then will r -
tum to th ir original school to 
har what they have learned 

with fellow teacher . 

''We want them to return to 
their home school ready to dis­

minate the idea they have 
gained," he said. 

Several of the teachers in­
t.ere ted in working at the de­
mon tration school aid they 
were attracted by the chance to 
I am and experiment with new 
way of teaching languag and 
other ubject to student.,, 

"It' a chance to hare and 
different idea and different 
way of doing things," aid 
Vera Tith, a Khmer bilingual 
kind rgarten teacher at the 

reenhalge hool. 

Th demon tration hool 
ventually will hou 150 
lementary tudent in eight 

cl rooms at Richardson Hall, 
which is expected to open in 

ptember 1992. 

The 1tate Legi latur 
approved $2.3 mill ion in fund­
in1 for renovations to the fire­
damaged building , and t.he 
state Division of Capital Plan­
nin1 and Operation r c ntly 
eatimated the coat at $1. mil­
lion, Pieraon said. 



Richardson Hall circa 1990, b&w image courtesy of John Wren, UMass Lowell 
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CATER TO INNOVATIVE METHODS 

Lowell demonstration school lauded 
By CHUCK MAHALERIS 
Sun Correspondent 

LOWELL - Memben of the Lowell School 
Committee had strong words of praise for a prop-
0881 that would make partnen of the Lowell 
school system and the University of Lowell 
through the creation of a demonstration school 
geared to teach Lowell student. with innovative 
methods. 

The school , which will be houaed in the reno­
vated Richardson Hall on the univenity'a West 
Campus in North Chelmsford, will give Lowell 
students the opportunity to learn science, math 
and English through theme-oriented teachina 
processes rather than subject-oi-iented lectWN. 

English-speaking students will be joined with 
Khmer- and Spanish-speaking atudenta in a full 
day of program11 designed to teach the foreign­
speaking students Engliah and to give U.S. na­
tives a richer appreciation of the city's cultural 
divenity , according to Judith Boccia, director of 
ULowell's Center for Field Services and Studies. 

The program at first will be available to all 
students between the age1 of 3 and 5, official• 
said, and will be expanded to older ,radee u 
cl8118rooms are added. 

Teachers within the public school 1y1tem who 
agree to work at the demonstration school will 
be able to learn new teaching styles while work­
ing at the school for two years and brina them 
back to their schools to broaden its programs. 

"This kind of program i ■ extremely innova­
tive," School Committee member ft.etrina Fati­
canii said late tut week. "When parenta realize 
the benefit.II this will be for their child, we will 
have a lot of interest." 

''The univenity is a tremendoua reaource," 
agreed Committeeman Ray Riddick . "The 
chance to be creative in the Lowell achoo! dis­
trict is e wonderful opportunity for the 1tudents 
and the achoo! system." 

''This is a very exciting project," Superinten­
dent Henry Mroz told School Committee mem­
bers, public school teachers and admini1trators 
and ULowell educaton aathered at Wednesday 

~ untventty I• a tremendoua 
reaource. The chance to be 
creative In the Lowell achool 
district la a wonderful opportunity 
for the atudenta and the achool 

- Committeeman Ray Riddick 

ni1ht'1 plannina meeting. 
"'We are going to start with a pilot program 

this aummer. Thi■ will be a highlight not only 
for the University of Lowell but also for the 
Lowell achoo! sy■tem," Mroz 11aid. 

The superintendent 11aid registration for the 
Pf01r8111 will be handled ll8 if the university 
buildiDi were a normal Lowell school. 

Donald Pierson, dean of the College of Ed uca -
tion at ULowell, expects this to be a good prog­
ram for the university because it will allow stu­
dent teachers the opportunity to work with chil­
dren and it will bring the university to the cut­
ti!ll edae or education. 

"It abould be important enough to gain nation­
al importance," he said. 

Pierson said the initial stage, which will in­
volve 40 atudentl from Lowell schools , will get 
under way in September. He said ULowell Presi-

dent William H01an has agreed to supply the 
two-year pilot program _with two ~odul~r clas­
srooma until the state gives the university $2.3 
million, which will be uBed to renovate the fire­
damaged Richardson Hall. 

If the state approves funding for the renova­
tion■ , the demonstration school's permanent 
location will be ready in 1992. It will contain 
enouah space for eight classrooms, a green­
houae, a multi-purpose room snd space for facul ­
ty memben to develop their curriculum, Pierson 
said. 



Aerial view of 5 major halls and superintendant's residence site, Google Earth, 2013 



Front right view of Read hall with long-obsolete satelite TV dish, March 14, 2009 



Front left view of Read Hall, grass on chimney and satelite dish, March 14, 2009 



Rear of Read Hall with Bigelow at left and Gould at right, March 14, 2009 

~ 
j 



Inside Read Hall, looking through a rear porch window, March 14, 2009 



Read Hall was hit by an arson fire on August 28, 2013, and is seen here a week later 



Aftermath of the Read Hall arson fire, September 4, 2013 



Rear of gutted Read Hall, September 4, 2013 



Read Hall demolition underway, main chimney still standing, September 25, 2013 



Front of Bigelow Hall with Rotenberg School sign still in place, June 10, 2007 



Right rear of Bigelow Hall with new fenced enclosure, March 14, 2009 



Bigelow Hall rear view, showing brand new fenced enclosure, March 14, 2009 



Rear of Bigelow Hall, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell 



Bigelow Hall boarded up and abandoned, January 2019, posted by Mark Duffy 



Upham Hall with new roofline, closed openings, and rear addition, June 10, 2007 



Right side of Upham Hall with air conditioned administration addition, June 10, 2007 
,., 



Upham Hall left side, modern administration addition at left, June 10, 2007 



Upham Hall boarded up, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell 



Upham Hall and addition, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell 



Upham Hall Graduate School of Education, courtesy of John Wren, UMass Lowell ... 



Gould Hall left rear, favorite entrance for abandoned building explorers, June 10, 2007 



(Interesting anecdotes about the abandoned campus but not official history) 

Haunted Co lleges and Un ive rsi t ies 20 13 
Haunted America Series, 2013 

The West Campus of U-Lowell in Chelmsford, 
Massachusetts" ... has ascended to near legendary 
status among the urban explorers and ghost Hunters in 
the New England area. 
"Today, ghostly screams emanate loudly from the 
abandoned bu ildings, and an air of sadness and pain 
radiates from this place. 
" ... Inside, Gou ld Hall didn't look much different than ... 

Richardsqn • 
[Read and i~wf€A- Halls] had. Some mold, dirt and 
debris. But it just felt terrible. Melissa couldn't shake 
the feeling that they weren't alone in the building. She 
kept feeling fingers poking at her and running up and 
down her skin. At one point, she turned quickly, 
starting to yel l, convinced that a man was behind her 
touching her long blonde hair." 



Gould Hall right rear, heating plant stack and boiler room, June 10, 2007 



Gould Hall boarded up, April 29, 2018 by Gabriel DeBettencourt, UMass Lowell 



Richardson Hall, abandoned due to an inmate-set fire, is seen here March 14, 2009 



(Interesting anecdotes about the abandoned campus but not official history) 

"Coggers, a Transformati on" by Norman Shaw 
Self Publ ished, 2013 

"That's what we were doing there, on that beautiful 
New England night, trying to pick up on the spirt 
world. We were sitting in the most haunted place in 
North America doing it. While you might argue with 
me over this and bring up other locations you have 
heard or read about, Coggers was the real deal. 

" ... Sometimes I would see little wisps of smoke, or 
energy, or whatever you want to call it, dancing 
about. Dave, Chris and I had been in Coggers for 
about an hour or so. We had felt and sensed more 
in that time than most people do in their whole 
lives." 



Abandoned Richardson Hall right rear, large holes in roof, June 10, 2007 



Abandoned Richardson Hall left rear, open window in basement, June 10, 2007 



The campus is reduced to a pile of granite blocks, October 2021, by Lisa Grasso 



resentation on November 30, 2021 
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Eagle-Independent, February 28, 2022, Margaret Smith 

Chelmsford Reps Back Zoning for Development of Multifamily 
Residences at West Campus Site 
CHELMSFORD -- Development of the former West Campus site -- including senior housing - - moved closer to 

reality, with Town Meeting approval of a zoning overlay for multifamily residences. Representatives voted 89-

13 at the Feb. 24 special Town Meeting to authorize the UMass West Multi-Family Housing Overlay District at 

the 32-acre site at 255 Princeton St. The site, formerly owned by University of Massachusetts Lowell, is the 

planned location of the development, dubbed "Alexan Chelmsford." The overlay is necessary because the area 

is zoned only for single-family homes. The zoning changes opens the way for developer Trammell Crow 

Residential's proposed 394- unit complex, with 50% as studios or one-bedroom apartments. The complex will 

also include townhouses, and two-bedroom and three-bedroom apartments. 

Senior housing 
The project will include Maple Farm Senior Residences, a 54-unit housing complex for residents ages 62 1/2 

and older -- a cooperative venture between the Chelmsford Housing Authority and the state's CHOICE 

program. The complex will be a three-story building with elevators. For this part of the project, Town Meeting 

representatives voted 92-2 to authorize $1,235,000 -- $635,000 from the housing stabilization fund, and 

$600,000 from the Community Preservation fund reserve. Margaret Smith Wicked Local "We have now 

opened the door for 54 new units of affordable senior housing. This for me is another dream come true, and 

for seniors waiting for housing," said David Hedison, director of the Chelmsford Housing Authority. The funds 

mean $22,000 toward each unit -- with an eligibility of $11 million and possibly more in state funds, Hedison 

said. Representatives voted on the zoning overlay and the funds for senior housing respectively in Articles 5 

and 6 of the Town Meeting warrant. Article 5 required a simple majority, with Article 6 requiring a two-thirds 

majority. With a total of 60 units, or 15%, priced as affordable, Community Development Director Evan 

Belansky said the project helps keep the town above 10% affordable housing needed for exemption from 

Chapter 40B. Currently, the town is at 10.4%. Belansky said state census data means the percentage will likely 

fall, with the town 44 units short of the quota. 

Project details 
Belansky noted that the Select Board and Planning Board began conversations with Trammell Crow and the 

Housing Authority about the project. Trammell Crow representatives spoke with neighbors and abutters. 

Numerous meetings, including with the Select Board, Planning Board, Finance Committee and Conservation 

Commission took place to hammer out a pact with the town. Trammell Crow also met with neighbors of the 

site. Belansky said working out details, including traffic studies, plans for an on-site wastewater treatment 

plant, buffering and landscaping, have already taken place. The units will be housed in three- and four-story 

buildings. The plan calls for a total of 658 parking spaces, with more than 1.67 parking ratio per unit -­

consistent with other multifamily developments in town, Belansky said . The Select Board, Planning Board and 

Finance Committee recommended the project. 

Concern, support 
Town Meeting representative David Rand asked how many people will live in the development. "It's a broad­

ranging question," said Trammell Crow representative Mark Baransky, but said projections based on the 

number and size of dwelling units means an estimated 739-850, with up to 1,150 allowable. Representatives 

asked questions, including about parking, the possible impact of school children, and water usage, and 

whether the zoning overlay approval would be precedentsetting. Belansky said a precedent is unlikely, in part 

due to the fact that the town has few open parcels comparable in size. The town's sewer connection 

moratorium remains in effect until Oct. 22. The on-site facility complies with the town's moratorium 

requirements, Belansky said. 
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