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A look at the rich history

of Chelmsford
in stories and photos

Images of Chelmsford’s history, clockwise from top:
photo of Chelmsford Center taken by A.J. Emerson from the hotel block
showing the common and the Old Town Hall; Nathaniel Winship and fam
ily, circa 1882; the Littleton School in 1893; “After The Hunt,” circa
1900, by photographer A.J. Emerson, whose glass negatives make up a
large part of the Historical Society’s collection; the courtyard of the
Canada Dry Ginger Ale Co., taken October of 1937; the Albert Davis
House, next to the former Town Hall on Chehusford Common. This was
taken during the town's 250th celebrations; Nettie Byam poses as a milk
maid in the barn at the Old Heywood (Garrison) House, circa 1900.

b COVER PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CHELMSEORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Birthday weekend events

Thursday, May 26

Bonnie Wilder will present
at program at the Community
Center titled “Early American
Children's Games and Songs.”
Sign-up required. Check out
the Web site at www.chelims
ford350.com

Friday, May 27

Celebrate our town's birth-
day in style! Attend our Cele-
brations Ball at the Chelmsford
Public Library. There will be
music and dancing upstairs
with Dick DeFreitas and his
jazz quartet; downstairs enjoy
“Chelmsford’s own piano man,”
Jon Mansfield and Tricia Ger-
vais. This event will be catered
by Bianco'’s Catering. Spon-
sored by the 350th Social Activ-
ities Committee. For tickets
and more information contact
Marian Currier at 978-250-5289.

Saturday, May 28

Canoes and kayak events at
Mill Pond, sponsored by the
Chelmsford Land Conservation
Trust. Meet at 10 a.m. at the
Warren Wildlife Sanctuary. Park-
ing at the end of Janet Road
next to Thanksgiving Forest.

Bring canoe or kayak, pad-
dles and life preserver.
Rebecca Markey and members
of the Chelmsford Land Trust
will lead a flotilla down Russell
Mill Pond. Come learn more
about this little-known water
way in Chelmsford.

We're throwing a town-wide
birthday party on the Common
on Saturday, May 28th! Music
begins at 1 p.m. with the
Chelmsford Community Band
and the Chelmsford High
School Band. A giant cake (cre-
ated by Flaky Pastry Bakery)
will be cut at 3 p.m. The

Chelmsford Art Society will pre
sent “Art on the Common.™ This
spectacular birthday party will
be free and open to the public.
There will be an exhibit of the
decorated pitchers. The First
Parish and the Central Baptist
Churches will sell refreshments
Later in the evening take in a
“Drive-in” movie (“The Wizard
of Oz") at the McCarthy
School’s field. Gates open at
7:30 p.m; movie begins at 8:30
p.m. Free, (Rain date for movie
Sunday, May 29).
Sunday, May 29

The party continues on the
town common from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Sunday, with more “Art on
the Common.” The Revolving
Museum from Lowell will make
a visit and lead artists of all
ages in a special 350th art pro-
ject fit for a parade float! This
program is supported in part by
a grant from the Chelmsford
Cultural Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Massachusetts Cultural Coun-
cil, a state agency. At 1:30 p.n.
magic show and animal bal-
loons. Face painting sponsored
by the Chelmstord Schools’
Foundation. Take part in an
interactive mural sponsored by
the Chelmsford Art Center.. All
events are free.

Monday, May 30

The Memorial Day Parade
will be held in North Chelms-
ford for this special town cele-
bration. It begins at 10 a.m.

Meet the Garrison House
Families. Learn about the fami-
lies who lived in the Garrison
House — their work, their
clothing, their food and fun.
Demonstrations and interac-
tive activities, 2 to 5 p.n.

Chelmsford

celebrates

350 years of history

A special section celebrating Chelmsford’s

:::qqmll i

350th anniversary, noting sone of the people
and places that make the town special.

Kathleen Cordeiro, Editor in chief

Kevin Zimmerman, Editor

Jennifer Martinage, Special sections editor
Ann Ringwood,
Beatrice Friedman, Retail sales representative
Patricia Capobianco, Cover design

Photographer

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS

Town's 250th birthday

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2005

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELSMFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Residents promenade past the Old Town Hall during Chelmsford’s 250th birthday celebration.

Happy 350th birthday Chelmsford

he Chelmsford Independent con-
gratulates the town of Chelmsford
on its historic 350th anniversary.
Everyone who lives here knows what a
special community it is with its lush green
spaces, superior schools, lhri\'ingﬂbusilwss
sector and its unparalleled town services.
In this special section, we chronicle
the town’s growth from its rustic and sim-
ple beginnings when it was incorporated
as a plantation on May 29, 1655, to its
modern stature today as a place where
people want to live and enjoy its culture,
heritage and bright outlook for the future.
We would like to thank our contribu-
tors and consultants to this special sec-
tion: Tom Groves, contributing writer;

Anne Marie Messier, Chelmsford Cultural
Council; Kathy Cryan-Hicks, Chelmsford
Public Library; Judy Fichtenbaum, the
Chelmsford Historical Society, who with
Staff Photographer Ann Ringwood spent
hours shifting through the society’s pho-
tograph collection; Jane Drury, who
offered much guidance and an eye for
historical detail; and finally, former
Chelmsford Newsweekly editor Eleanor
Parkhurst.

Parkhurst was the daughter of
Thomas and Ednah (Byam). To quote
Eleanor, they were “lifelong residents of
this town and members of two of
Chelmsford’s earliest families. The settle-
ment of Chelmsford in the 1650s was not

an isolated event as the prevailing con-
centration on the local scene might seem
to indicate. It was, instead, a single
thread woven firmly into the fabric of
colonial and even world history. Failure
to take some account of this larger fabric
foreshortens unnecessarily our historical
perspective and understanding. These
articles are for the most part planned to
broaden and deepen the appreciation of
our local history by providing glimpses of
people and affairs which greatly influ-
enced Chelmsford’s beginnings and
development, but which operated at vari-
ous distances in time and space from the
familiar territorial limits of the town.”

- Kevin Zimmerman

Great Loan and Deposit Rates ¢ Legendary Service ¢ Flexible Mortgage Financing
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Chelmsford Loan Center

239 Chelmsford Street

IDCU.com or (978) 452-5001

Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union

You can bank at IDCLIif you live, work, or attend school in Middlesex or Essex counties, the cities or towns of
Fitchburg, Leominster, Harvard, Lunenburg or Lancaster, or the New Hampshire counties of Hillsborough or Rockingham
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The town of Chelmsford from the beginnin

helmsford was incor Lowell, June 23, and took effect,
porated as a planta Aug. 1 of the same year. (."II.I!ZL,RM* ‘ HOUTH CHIELMSFORD ey ———"
tion May 20, 1655, In 1820, Feb. 1, the General LA LTI B o
and was first men Court passed an act by which a _ PR Xw' | '
lI(bIl\‘(lA:IS atown May 14, 1656. number of the citizens of East !.”‘_W’MM \, / ) s \ —
It did not originally bound Chelmsford, were — for i et v, P o i | //
on the Merrimack River, its parochial purposes — set off 1l f o 1 '} [ /& }‘ / .
northeastern corner being one from Chelmsford to Pawtuck- 1% rtessher e 3
mile from what is now the city  etville society. They were “to
of Lowell; south of the Paw- enjoy all the parochial privi-
tucket Canal, leges of the society and pay
It was bounded on the east their proportion of all neces-
by the Indian land known as sary charges that may arise for
Pawtucket; on the south by such purposes.” & 3 pr—,
. » \{ » ) m . v ., M s o ' \ o ) B 9
|:"IIII\(‘I Stake on the Concord ' H.N‘l(‘ \w‘u- 31 II‘;IIII(‘.S set off — ../‘r,‘a"‘"’,’ o \f,, \ A~ o CHELMSFORD
I\l\'f‘r: on the southwest by in this act. Chelmsford took 5 -’ N ,u:‘.‘>” o r e iwkrane l
Indian lands called Tadmuck formal action in 1708, when it k. A ) :
or Zadmuck (now Westford) voted “that Drawcutt shall not o N
and on the northwest by com- vote in Chelmsford.” W,
mon, unoccupied lands. P
On May 14, 1656, on petition From Chelmsford, England s
of the inhabitants of Chelms- The town was named for : A%
ford, the Rev. Mr. Eliot, repre- Chelmsford, England, an old :'
senting the Indian lands, this town about 29 miles from Lon- \5 % ||
territory was extended northto  don in the County of Essex;, sy SN | enc ;
the Merrimack River, one mile and containing a population of /' P (e y From 1895 to 1916 & hundred houses or mors have bean arected in the
at its northeastern corner, three  13,000. gy % a . ; Sy Pt il e
miles at its southwestern cor- It was named for the \ st  betwoen the raflroad and the houss
ner and west to the Groton line.  Chelmer River which flows ‘ ' sl el g B L L
This three mile extension through it. et N\ e TR e S
appears to move the northern Chelmsford, Mass., was \‘T \ 7 ) il UL SR B DAL CL, AL ke
boundary as far as the present  undoubtedly named, in accor- J ) A el M aeete et o dn bl
southern line of Tyngsboro, dance with the custom of the ot i/ \ ey wouthorn part of the lot murked “Ites. of J. A Dartlett”
although a strip of land about time, for the town in England & y / b HEES Jjg
one and one-half miles wide which had been the former e |/ ¥
and situated north of this line home of some of the promi- No. ; FLAN OF CHELMBFORD FIROM BEERS'S COUNTY ATLAN, 1976
was settled and owned by Col. nent settlers.
John Tyng of Chelmsford, mak- An examination of a tran- MAPS FROM THE CHELMSF NEWSWEEKLY
ing the northern boundary of script of St. Mary's parish regis-
Chelmsford very nearly coin- ter, Chelmsford, England, in Al p - o ke MR
cide with the southern bound- 1902, shows that there were in [ L Aras e e N ek
ary of Dunstable. No record the old mother town, between | S PrrvaeT S Norrn CHELMSFoRD ‘-E
has been found, however, of 1538 and the time of the settle- “ ; "."‘;;".lii\ ‘.': Se !
this grant to John Tyng. ment of this town, families or s b 7 (
A small part of Chelmsford, individuals bearing the names [ & ‘
including the estate of David Adams, Butterfield, Spaldyng, ! ! 2 f
Parker was set off to Carlisle Chamberlyne, Fletcher, Parker, i
as incorporated, April 28, 1780.  Warren and Purkis — possibly ! 1
A portion of this area was set Parkhurst — names that have ‘, 1 L
back to Chelmsford, March 1, been prominent in the affairs of 5 1
1783, but was re-annexed to the town and its offshoots from i R i
Carlisle, Feb. 17, 1865. its earliest days to the present. t o Y ‘
On Sept. 23, 1729, the west Chelmsford is the only town !
precinct of Chelmsford was of that name in the United h j
incorporated as Westford. States. There is, however, a l‘ - i
On March 1, 1826, the north- Chelmsford in Ontario, and ‘
castern part, bounding on the another in Northumberland g {
Merrimack and Concord rivers, County, New Brunswick. b &
was incorporated as the town of — Eleanor Parkhurst, i a I
Lowell. Another portion was set Chelmsford Tercentenary Edi- \ | & =
off to Lowell, May 18, 1874; this tion, the Chelmsford b heestiian \ |
act was accepted by the city of Newsweekly.

Welcome to Laughton’s _
71st Annual Open House
and Spring Sale.

The Open House and the Spring Sale are a “Right of Spring”
at Laughton’s. The right plants at the right price. Come in today!
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5 Varieties of Mulch. Put the fin-"
ishing touch to your landscaping!"

Season Openers
Thuja “Emerald Green”
$39.99 5’-6’ Tall

Largest Selection Dirt Cheap! Our very own

of trees Rich Compost. Buy 3 yards Y
and shrubs get the 4th FREE! :
in the o, o

Merrimack Valley.

Patio Tomatoes.

Annual Tray of 8 6 packs Special $9.99.

Reg. $15.99
Mix & Match Special! $12.99
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garden tools,
and much
more!

Gift Certificates for that Pots, pots and more pots! Our Own
special gardener! Home Grown
Geraniums - 4” Pot

“Cal” Laughton Florist, Garden Center & Nursery An ExcollagtValue

$2.99

Open 7 Days: Monday thru Sat. 8-0* Sun, 8-5
155 Princeton Street, North Chelmstord, MA (978)-251-4001

Visit our web site: www.laughtonnursery.com
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mg change on

Littleton Road
ipproved by Town
Meeting cleared the
wav | modestly-sized
\ 1 I mall occupying
widely known as

'he Chelmstord Ginger Ale

il e Once

[irst business set up
(ated between the
1 road and the cemetery,
was the Byhield Manufactu
maker of knit
vl\\IIMH\\

| Conpany
1 Hnachimet
of Chelmstord
vl rected a brick building
purpose in 1887, Opel
tions began ecarly in 1888; a
later Mr. Byfield left
ind moved to

vhin Byvhield

1OW ( 11
LI 1Py
building ccond flToor,
where he set up the Beaver
Manufacturing Company, (a
name no doubt adopted
because of the proximity of
the business to nearby Beaver
Brook) producer of knitted
oods. In 1893, the building
burned down and was left
empty for soime years
information about

iduals involved in this

YOI
the mdiy

ind later business ventures

A Chelmsford Ginger Ale delivery
truck.

FORD INDEPENDENT

must be imcluded here. N
Byfield had married Miss S
Jennie Armstrong sometime
betore beginning the knitting
machinery business, She had
come to Chelmsford from her
home in St. Mary's, Ontario,
Canada. She died in January,
ISSS. Sometime betore, how
cver, her brother Christopher
George Armstrong, had
become a salesman for the
Byfield enterprise after serving
in the Canadian forces during
the Riel Rebellion (1895) and
spending a year in Australia to
restore his health. He returned
by way of the Suez Canal,
completing a circle of the
globe. He married Mary Hen
dricks Hallett of Sussex, New
Brunswick, and set up a
millinery shop in Goderich,
Ontario. After the shop
burned, the Armstrongs went
back to Sussex where Mr.
Armstrong joined his brother-
in-law in establishing the Sus
sex Ginger Ale Company
which enjoyed a long and prof-
itable existence; nevertheless,
Mr. Armstrong wished to
return to Chelmstord and to
form his own ginger ale com-
pany. Mrs. Arm
strong, too, had her
reasons for coming
to Chelmsford, for
she was the grand-
daughter of the Rev.
John Parkhurst of
this town and many
relatives lived here
Mr. Armstrong
found an excellent
source of water for
his company’s prod-
ucts in one of the
many springs around
Robin’s Hill; one was
near the railroad
tracks and could eas-
ily be piped down
beside the tracks to
the plant, which had
been the old Byfield
company’s location.
The Chelmsford
Spring Company
(later The Chelms-
ford Ginger Ale Com-
pany) opened in

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS
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1901; it maintained connec-
tion with the Sussex company
for a short time but then
became independent, produc-
ing ginger ale and Old English
ginger beer. The ginger beer
was sold in stone bottles
imported from England which
were known as ideal contain-
ers for the beer but because
health regulations later for-
bade the use of any container
whose contents were not visi-
ble to the consumer, this line
was discontinued and the
company concentrated on gin-
ger ale and allied flavors.

In 1919, a spectacular early
morning fire destroyed the
plant. It was soon rebuilt and,
after a later enlargement,
neatly kept, nicely landscaped
and a place of which the town
could be proud. Other plants
were added over the years in
Boston and in Shrewsbury. In

1928, the business was pur-
chased by the Canada Dry
Ginger Ale Company which
sold Chelmsford Golden Gin-
ger Ale with its golden label
showing a map of New Eng-
land with “Chelmsford”
prominently dis-
played across it.
The Chelmsford
building has since

In 1919,

msford Ginger Ale building

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIE
A 1937 photo of the courtyard of the Canada Dry Ginger Ale Co, makers of Chelmsford Ginger Ale.

one of the leaders in the estab-
lishment of the Chelmsford
Water District and continued
participation in a variety of
local affairs. He also became
the owner of a large farm in
West Campton, N.H., which he
called “Armont”
where he raised
fine herds of cat-
tle and Angora

been used as a
warehouse by
Purity Food

a spectacular
early morning
fire destroyed

sheep.
Mrs. Arm-
strong died in

Stores, as a store
house for rubber
goods by the gov-
ernment, and as a furniture
storage place by the firm of
Diggins & Rose.

Mr. Armstrong became a
director of Canada Dry after
his retirement from active
business but continued his
long interest to community
activities. In 1911, he had been

the plant.

1936 in Chelms-
ford, where she
and her husband
had made their home opposite
All Saints’ Church, Billerica
Road. Mr. Armstrong died two
months later.

Of all the contributions Mr.
Armstrong made to this coni-
munity, one of the most obvi-

ous, long-lasting and quite cer-

tainly most overlooked, is the

THURSDAY, MAY 206, 2004
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concrete sidewalks from
Chelmsford Street at the
square, running along Bille
ica Road past All Saint’s
Church. This, the first con-
crete sidewalk in town, was
Mr. Armstrong’s gift in deep
appreciation of his long
friendship with the Rev. Dr
Wilson Waters, rector of the |
church (1892-1933), who lived
at what was then the rectory
at the corner of Chelmsford
Street. Dr. Waters, also authon
of the voluminous History of
Chelmsford, was a familiar
figure as he walked along the
sidewalk to and from the
church. He died June 13, 1935
and was buried in Forefathers
Cemetery near the graves of
many of the historic figures
with whom he had become so
familiar in his research for
that book.

By Eleanor Parkhauwrs!

HAPPY

Chelmsford

from your hometown newspaper
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150 Baker Ave.
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OUR COMMUNITIES AREN’T JUST WHERE WE WORK.

THEY’RE WHERE WE LIVE.
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At Lockheed Martin, giving back to our communities is like breathing for us. It's natural. We believe in life, liberty, and

the pursuit of happiness. That's why if we can help people, we do. Whether it'sin education, business, or even medicine,

L} 4]
_we're working to make sure no one Is forgotten.along the way. So that people’s dreams can become realities. And

'

happiness is within everyone’s reach.

LOCKHEED MARTIN
www.lockheedmartin.com We never forget who we're working for"
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Smallpox took its toll

ntil almost the first quarter of the

18th century had passed, one epi

demic of smallpox after another

had seeped through the colonies,
leaving hundreds dead in Boston each time
and spreading out from this center of popula
tion to the towns surrounding it of which
Chelmsford was one.

The devastation of this disease, spreading
unchecked, is shown in figures from the “His
tory of Boston" by Caleb H. Snow (1825). Epi
demics appeared in Boston, for example, in
1649, 1666, 1678-79, 1689-90, 1702 to 1721-2,
when out of a population of 10,567, there
were 771 deaths. It was during some of these
epidemics that people fled from the city to
the country — including Chelmsford —
because there was no other known way of
escaping the deadly contagion.

Smallpox came to the colonies by means of
the ships which docked at the seaports. The
disease in the 1721-2 epidemic was intro-
duced, Show says, by the Sal Tortugas fleet in
April 1721 In addition, the disease was often
spread by travelers and especially by soldiers,
returning home from war and already infected
by contacts from various sources. The intro-
duction of inoculation as a means of prevent-
ing smallpox is attributed to a black salve
belonging to Cotton Mather, a leading figure in
the colony, author of many reports of natural
phenomena which he sent back to the Royal
Society of London. He was known as an excel-
lent observer of such events and was elected a
member of the Society in 1713. The slave just
mentioned, came to him as a gift, and from
him, Mather learned about an African practice
of inoculation against smallpox. This informa-
tion proved exciting to Mather, who wrote a
report about it. The report caught the eye of
Dr. Zabdiel Boylston of Boston; and after
much consideration, Dr. Boylston decided to
try the new method, beginning in June 1721, in
the midst of the epidemic of that year, with his
son Thomas and two servants. The trial was
successful and immediately a furor arose —

the clergy supported and encouraged Dr. Boyl
ston, but the physicians and the general public
adamantly opposed him. Nevertheless, the
genie was out of the bottle, and although it
was considered a daring thing to do, individu
als did undergo the treatment which was in
most cases again successful. At the same time,
people chose other methods of combating the
disease, primarily through avoiding contact
with infected persons, Once the infected were
confined to their houses, the roads past their
houses were closed except for the delivery of
food or other necessities, and they hoped for
the best. In 1761, Chelmsford residents gave
more than 62 English pounds for the aid of the
Widow Mary Keyes, who had smallpox. In
1776, Bvam Road was fenced at both ends to
prevent travel past the home of Dr. Marshall
whose wife and two of their children died
shortly after a soldier stopped their carrying
the disease. The Marshall family lived at the
present Barrett-Byam house. The three Mar-
shalls were buried in Heart Pond Cemetery
where their gravestone may be seen today. As
early as 1761, (and probably earlier) Boston
refugees came to town to escape the epidemic
and some daring souls went down to Boston
to undergo the new treatment, among them
two sons of the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge and the
two Stoddard sons.

desire to be inoculated — one is of the most
troublesome affairs of my whole life,” wrote
Mr. Bridge in his diary, April 1764,

John Adams describes details of inocula-
tion (1764): Diet is very important; no bread,
butter, spice, salt or meat should be eaten.
After the “preparatory phase of the treat-

ment, four to six weeks should be allowed for

total recovery and retiring for seven days of
preparation which included “a long and total
abstinence from everything in nature that has
any Taste; two heavy Vomits, one heavy
Cathartick, 4 and 20 Mercurial and Antimo-
nial Pills; 3 weeks' close to confinement to an
house..." Once this period ends, a doctor

T'his affair of ye smallpox — my two sons’

would make a small (quarter inch) incision in
the left arm of his patient, as soon as it began
to bleed, he inserted a Thread about the
length of the incision, then laid a little Lint
over the incision, a pressed piece of Ragg
over it, and then bound a Bandage over all.
Other pills were to be taken morning and
night. “When Abigail Adams and her four chil-
dren took the treatment (1776), they shared a
private house with 12 others, giving rise to
the idea of hospitals set up especially for
inoculating patients. Chelmsford voted (1792)
not to have a hospital built at town expense
but one paid for by those who sought inocu-
lation. In 1823, the town voted to have a hos-
pital and to ask the Legislature to require that
each town do likewise.,

Despite these and other attempts to deal
with this disease, epidemics still plagued
some of the larger cities. In 1870, during an
epidemic which also involved Boston,
Chicago, Baltimore and Washington, there
were 2,000 deaths in Philadelphia. In 1873, a
combination of yellow fever, smallpox and
cholera, killed 10,000 persons in Memphis.
Nevertheless, progress was made infighting
smallpox, using the milder cowpox vaccine
developed by Jenner instead of the actual
smallpox vaccine first used by Dr. Boylston.
About 1971, eradication of smallpox through-
out the world was declared and vaccination
for it — once compulsory — has been ended.
Today “shots” are given for diphtheria,
tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis, polio
measles, German measles, mumps, and
optionally, tuberculosis.

Next year, 1996, will mark the passage of
two centuries since Jenner's first successful
experiment with the cowpox vaccine in
18\796; we can hope that the dedication of
researchers and the courage of physicians
will, with public acceptance, also result in
elimination of currently infectious and other
diseases, but more rapidly than was required
for the smallpox victory.

- By Eleanor Parkhwrst

History of slaves in C

ccording to the Provincial Census of

1775, including persons over the age of

16 years, eight slaves were living in
Chelmsford at that time, 14 in Groton, three in
Townsend, one in Shirley, and five in Westford.

In Boston, 989 slaves were counted in Suf-

folk County and 161 in Middlesex County. Slave-
holding was taken for granted here as well as in

the south. Dr. Waters in his “History of Chelins-
ford” counted 20 slave-holders in Chelimsford in
the period before the Civil War — all persons of
the highest standing: the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge,
Dr. Nehemia Abbott, Col. Samson Stoddard,
Deacon Ephraim Spaulding, Capt. John Butter-
field, Capt. Jonathan Richardson, Benjamin
Walker, Timothy Clark, William Campbell, Ben-

elmsford

jamin Byam, Joseph Pierce, Samuel Adams,
Gershom Proctor, Eleanor Richardson, Josiah
Fletcher, Ephraim Blood, Joseph Moors, Henry
Spaulding and two widows who doubtless
“inherited one or more slaves after their hus-
bands' deaths — widow Elizabeth Fletcher and
widow Rebecca Parker.

Slaves, Page 15
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Medical care
in the 1700s

uring the 1700s, America’s industrial

i . economy along with an increasing impoy
Q erished population made the threat of dis-
A, ease and epidemics more realistic. During

this time period, doctors used a variety of practices
and techniques to heal the ill. Among these were
purgings (vomits), bleedings and large doses ol
calomel, a toxic drug (used as a purgative) made
from chlorine and mercury.

Dr. Anthony Emery was the first resident physi
cian to practice in Chelmsford. It was probably
shortly after he arrived in town that he and Abigall
Leavitt married on May 10, 1738

He was a graduate of Harvard but learned his
trade with his wife's brother-in-law, Doctor Clement
Jackson of Hampton, New Hampshire. He worked
as a surgeon from 1744-1745 in Colonel William
Pepperell’s army. Five years later he moved to his
wife’'s hometown of Hampton.

The Reverend Willard Hall began practicing mec-
icine in Chelmsford in 1727, He was also estab-
lished as Westford’s first minister. There he united
the offices of pastor and physician, “greatly extend-
ing his influence and usefulness.” He was a friend of
the Reverend Bridge the minister here in Chelms-
ford.

Another early “doctor” who practiced in Chelms-+
ford was John Tucker. He arrived in 1739 and lived
in the house on 50 Garrison Road (no longer stand-
ing in Chelmsford). During this time period a forma
education in medicine was not required for one to
perform as a doctor. A formen clothier in Boston,
John Tucker became a storekeeper in Chelmsford.
He had no medical training but was called Dr.
Tucker, and his success is not known.

In 1748 Doctor Samuel King arrived in Chelms-
ford from Littleton. Reverend Ebenezer Bridge of
Chelmsford sent for him several times, whenever a
family member fell ill. Usually the treatment pre-
scribed was a “vomit.” On March 19, 1760 Reverend
Bridge wrote, “This PM Dr. King blooded my wife; |
hope it will o her good.” At the time, bleedings and
vomits werebelieved to clean and circulate the sys-
tem by ridding the body of impurities.

Doctor Rice came to Chelmsford in June of 1762,
Besides the fact that he worked as a practitioner in
Chelmsford anc left after four months of work, lit-
tle is known abdut him.

Doctor Neheniah Abott and his wife, Joanna,
arrived in Chelmiford in 1770. Prior to moving to
Chelmsford, he li\e(l in Andover and was a witnes
to a murder trial i Salem. Doctor Abott owned a ;
book of medical triatments, one of which called fcjr
“sinews that are shmnk. Take young swallows by #
Number Twelve with a handful of Rosemary tops, -
Bay Leaves, Lavende tops, Strabery Leaves. Cut o
the Long feathers an¢ put all together birds and |-
herbs into a mortar ald pound them, then mix thrde

Medicine, Page 8
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 HUMIDITY

978-256-1660
offer you breakthrough technology in
humidity control for whole-home comfort.

Rid your home of
Stuffy, Musty, Sticky Air... for good!

Don't Delay! Call today to schedule an appointment.

-_-----—--—---_-—-_---&

$100 off Installation of
Apriiaire Dehumidifier
DiBacco Brothers
89 Meadowbrook Road

Chelmsford, MA 01863
978-256-1660

Expires 7/15/2005

License No. 11162

The Aprilaire Dehumidifier benefits you and your

entire home:

e Installed with your heating and cooling system to control
humidity throughout your entire home.

e Automatically senses humidity levels and turns on only
when needed.

e Large capacity (90 pints per day)— Maintains comfort
regardless of the season.

* Ensures minimum energy usage with high-efficiency
performance.

» More efficient, quieter, and less hassle than portables.

For the ultimate in comfort...

Let your air conditioner take care of the heat.
Let Aprilaire take care of the humidity.

Let us take care of your comfort.

JHO

$420 oﬂ Installatlon of
Complete Heating and
Cooling System

DiBacco Brothers
89 Meadowbrook Road
Chelmsford, MA 01863

978-256-1660

License No. 11162

Expires 7/15/2005
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Early medical care

Medicine, from Page 6
pound of hodgs™ fat with it, set
itin the sun Twenty or thirty
days and then Take it and boyl
it and strain it out and keep it
for your usc. This is an excel
lent ol and ought always to
be ready because it is so long
in the preparation that you
should always have it in readi
ness.” Doctor Abott died on
July 13, 1785,

Although he was not a resi
dent of Chelmsford, Doctor
John Cuming did make med
ical visits in Chelmsford, tray
eling from his home in Con
cord. He entered Harvard in
1744, but left in 1746 to teach
In 1771 Harvard awarded him
an honorary degree. During
the French and Indian War he
was captured by Indians and
sent to Montreal, where he
remained until being
exchanged. This capture
enabled him to study medicine
in Edinburgh.

After returning to Concord,
Dr. Cuming became a promi
nent member of that town,
and on April 19, 1775 he
treated wounded soldiers. He
was a friend of Reverend
Bridge and made multiple vis-
its to his home whenever one
of the Bridge children fell ill,
often prescribing “vomits™.
One December night in 1765
Reverend Bridge wrote in his
diary “Last night my Daughtel
Sally was so bad that I was
obliged to send for Colonel
Cuming in the night - he
arrived in the morning and

judged that beside the canker

& fever etce. she had a turn of
hysteric chollic. He was instru-
mental of her releife — my wife
& I Watched & nurse were up
with her all night.” Sally and
her other siblings did eventu-
ally get well after the doctor
made several visits. Doctorn
Cuming died at the age of 60
while visiting Reverend Bridge
in 1788. A Chelmsford doctor
had bled him in spite of his
strong objections.

Doctor Jonas Marshall

began his medical career in
Chelmsford in 1765 and is per
haps the best remembered
Chelmsford physician of the
18th entury. He resided with
his wite at 10 Byam Road,
which is now the home of the
Chelmsford Historical Society
He was an active participant in
town alfairs and was also a
successful practitioner. In
1776 Doctor Marshall enlisted
in the army. Coming home one
day and noticing an awkward
smell, he asked his wife if any
soldiers had been in the
house. When she responded
affirmatively, his fear was
soon realized: his wife and
two of their children had con
tracted smallpox from the sol
dier. The road to his house
was fenced up. Soon Mrs. Mai
shall and the children died.
Although he was broken
hearted, he eventually remar
ried. After the death of his sec
ond wife, Abigail Adams of
Fitchburg in 1783, he moved
to Fitechburg and established
the Marshall Farm, which is
still standing as an apple
orchard.

A graduate from Harvard in
1771, Doctor Walter Hastings
was an apprentice in medicine
before becoming a Chelmsford
physician. For some time du
ing the American Revolution
ary War he attended the
wounded. At Valley Forge he
extracted a musket ball
“between two bones of the
leg” of Colonel Michael Jack
son, which had not been
located for seventeen months.,
After marrying Reverend
Bridge's daughter, Lucretia
(Creesy) Bridge, he lived in
Cambridge until 1781, when
the couple moved into the
home of Widow Stoddard
(where the Center Baptist
Church now stands). He died
in 1802 at the age of thirty.

Doctor Timothy Harrington
arrived in Chelmsford in 1782,
He attended Harvard and grad
uated in 1776 with honors. He
was known as a “regularly

bred physician & estecmed in
his profession — peaceable,
compassionate & hospitable.”
However he still used the
primitive medical treatments
of the day. In his diary Rey
crend Bridge (now an elderly
man) wrote that, “Dr. Harring
ton blooded me.” In 1787 Doc
tor Harrington aided in subdu
ing Daniel Shay's rebellion
against high taxes. He also
arranged a memorial acknowl
edgement for President Wash
ington. Doctor Harrington
died in 1802 and is buried in
the Stoddard box tomb in the
FForefathers Burying Ground.

Reverend Bridge first men
tioned a Doctor Hurd in 1784
Unfortunately little is known
about the doctor except that
Mr. Bridge sent for him when
Doctor Harrington was away
subduing Shay’s Rebellion.

A native of Chelmsford,
Doctor.John Betty was a
grandson of Doctor John
Tucker and with his brother
William inherited the house
then located at 50 Garrison
Road. He studied medicine
with Doctor Marshall and in
1777 he wrote concerning the
proposal that “Doctr. Marshall
[had] made to me before |
came to study physick & Surg-
crey.” An ailment referred to as
the “itch™ seemed to be preva-
lent in 1778, as Doctor Betty
purchased an “oynment to
cure Ten persons of the Iteh.”
He treated “canker” by using
“P. Bull paddocks or frogs with
fresh butter: simer them close
covered to a erisp, then strane
for use.” Doctor Betty died at
his home at the age of 75, “a
victim to rum, once a sensible
man & physician.”

Thus as the threat of dis-
case increased, so did the
influx of doctors and their
variety of treatments. During
the 1700s Chelmsford was a
prominent town for medical
treatment, and today it still
carries on that legacy.

Researched and written by
Jane Drury.
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* Assistance with personal care
24-hour supervised environment
Medication management

Daily therapeutic activities program
Private rooms with private bath
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All-inclusive monthly rental

Short stays available
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A look back at the Wilson Hotel
B he Vliahos block, in of Robin's Hill, where Mr.
Central Square, Simons conceived the idea of
known familiarly as a small building where visi-
. “the old hotel™ by tors to the sightly spot might
din longtime residents, acquired buy refreshments. It was
N anew owner in Bradford reported that on a fine Sun-
le. [Emerson, an event which day afternoon as many as
turned back the clock in sey 1,000 persons went up the hill
nis cral ways while ensuring that to enjoy the fresh air and the
. the venerable building will be  view, and members of the
“"l.\ well cared for under the new Appalachian Mountain Club
ring ownership regularly scheduled the hill
Doc The building itself was for its weekend trips for sev-
bdu erected in the mid-1890s by eral years.
1 local resident George H. Wil Mr. Simons built the Sum-
) son who later became the mit House — and later a
}““"l hotel's proprietor. It was small addition — and enjoyed
ash designed to attract visitors to a brisk business in ice cream,
I town from Boston and other lunches; he planned to build
m then-faraway places, as well a hotel on the hill but this
the as travelers by the railroad never materialized. A road to v
nd. which ran nearby. The “sum the top was constructed by Y
el mer boarder™ business in volunteer labor and Mr. ﬁ
84 town had been brisk for many — Simons’ livery service from &
wn years — Chelmsford offering the Wilson block’s stable, i Al i
hat city-dwellers a welcome profited from the desires of S ——————
hen opportunity for peace and those who wished to ride up
vay quiet. The Adams house (near  to the top of the hill, whether
L the site of the present Center  they might have come to
ly School) and the Bussell town for the summer without
house (now the Linnerud their own carriages or arrived
house at 16 Westford St.) by trail at the railroad station
er were among many which across the way.
3€ sheltered “summer boarders.” The Wilson block contin-
n In 1887, contemporary ued to house boarders and
L accounts show, Walter S. roomers and became trans-
m Simons, who was destined to formed into apartments some
i the become a prominent citizen 50 or so years ago as it con- Hulephe el L AN el LI
shall of the town through his vari- tinues today. Greater interest The Wilson Hotel welcomed guests with food and shelter.
‘. ous commercial enterprises, lies in the fact that a wide
Surg- came to town and “was fairly variety of stores and store-
lto as established in his hostelry in keepers have occupied the the hotel, had been pur- son, owner of the block, had (1886), selling fancy goods, known as a kindly good
AL the Wilson block™ where he lower part of the building chased by Ervin W. Sweetser, by this time taken over the stationary and confectionery workman who kept mostly to
ty welcomed guests with food throughout its long existence. who had worked for J.H. Red- hotel business. e had, by the  and becoming an agency for himself. His predecessor in
M and shelter. Mr. Wilson, we At two different times it mond. Sweetser's Market was  way, served as postmaster Scripture’s Laundry of Low- that place was (1887) a shoe-
ch. are told, came from Lowell housed the Chelmsford post a landmark in that location several years before ell. He had been in the same maker, Carl A, Sylvander,
ng i “where he was for many office — once with Bradford for many years and its office W.H. Hills (always called business on Middlesex Street who also stocked a fine
s with i yvears engaged in business as Emerson’s grandfather as served also as an office for “Dr.” Hills by local residents) — in Lowell for a number of assortment of boots and
‘lose § a bill-poster and has lately postmaster. One of the earli- Mr. Sweetser when he was remained in his drug store for — years and Mrs. Nettel was put  shoes “which will be sold at
lrane ‘ taken Middlesex County as est occupants (1885) was a elected town treasurer and many vears and was suc in charge of the Chelmsford Lowell prices.”
“l_ at ! his field of labor and will grocery store, run by Fre- tax collector. ceeded by Walter D. Falls, store but fell ill of “lung trou Other enterprises have
i form a general advertising mont €. Fletcher, stocked In 1892, in the right hand also a registered pharmacist ble™ and died within the year come and gone in these three
sible business therein.” His “long with “a full line of groceries.”  store of the lower floor, W.H. who was distinguished by the The small store at the end stores during the past 65 tears.
! experience and through relia- — Mr. Fletcher had been in Low-  Hills, a registered pharmacist, fact that he wore blue glasses — of the building was occupied Among them was an auction-
lis- bility™ would make him a ell in the wood and hay busi- reopened a family drug store  and his son was a motorcy before and sometime during eer’s business in the right hand
. valuable asset to the commu ness and also had an interest formerly operated by Arthur clist. When Mr. Falls moved World War 1 by a Chinese store now a barber shop. The
2 nity, the announcement pro in a Lowell bakery. Within F. Brown. A year later, the down to the building now laundry. The owner was occa large center shop became the
ring claimed about a year, however, Mr. Chelmsford post office was occupied by the First Bank, sionally tormented by the first showroom of Roger Boyd
I The advertising business Fletcher gave up the business  installed there as it moved Ralph W. Emerson operated a “big boys”™ of the Center Inc., a Chevrolet dealer who
f"" } must have been profitable, as  and H.L. Davis planned to from place to place within confectionery and ice cream School who were forbidden used the former livery stable in
ill Mr, Simons was able to pur occupy the store but then the Square as political winds store there, and for a period (o cross the tracks but some- the rear of the building as his
chase as his home "Robin’s decided to open a boarding- blew this way and that. Mr. was the town's postimaster. times did, to tease the laun repair shop. The small Chinese
en by i Hill Farm™ (now the Richards  house in Lowell instead. Hills’ assistant, William Meanwhile, in the other dry man who is said to have laundry-shoe shop was used
home at 15 Byam Road). With ~ Meantime the Redmond also Fletcher, alternated as post stores, Ernest Nettel had set chased them with some kind again as a shoe repair shop,
| this came property at the top one of the three stores below  office clerk. George H. Wil- up shop in one of them, of weapon. He was generally Hotel, Page 25
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Libraries have a storied history in town

By Tom Groves

he Adams Libra 1
Chelmstord center
s dedicated n
1 8Y5 10 ve e
Chelmstord was chartered in
1655, Betore the Adan

Library was built, the Re
Hezekiah Packard organized
the first library for the town in
1794, Initially, the books for
the library were kept at vari
ous locations around town
I'he houses of the librarian
housed the first 93 books pu
chased by the organization

Of the 93 books
only 12 were fiction
I'he other books
were moral, reli
gious and philo
sophical texts. The
books circulated
through the years
until they landed at
the present perma
nent location. The
first stop was Oliver

Barron's Tavern

were housed until

they transferred to

Simon Spaulding’s residence
In 1893, the library system in
Chelmsford was made a “Free
Public Library.”

Originally, the library mem
bership fee was $2, and 25
cents due annually for dues.

The question of what to call
the first official library in town
came to a vote in 1896, The
hr\\]|.\lu-uiblq-nll'x ided tupon
“The Adams Library.” Mr. .J
Adams Bartlett and Capt
(" E.A. Bartlett donated the site
of the present day library to
the town. It was a natural deci
sion for the town to name the
library in honor of Mr. .J
\dams Bartlett

In 1996, the town voted
whether or not to expand the
library. After the vote the town
of Chelmsford had decided
that it would appropriate $4.8
million towards a library
expansion due to be finished in
1999, Almost $1.3 million of
that money came from a state

ARTRN i

Originally,
the Library
membership
fee was
$2, and 25
cents due
annually for

where the books dues.

grant and the remaining $3.5
million is still being paid off by
the town's taxpayers. In 1997
the Children’s House and the
Carriage House both went up
for sale to the public. The
Library Trustees wanted to sell
the houses to people who
would move the houses to
iother location to preserve
the history of the two houses
[n 1998, the Children’s House
was moved to a lot off High
Street. The house was sold for
a whopping $1 and it cost the
couple $35,000 to move the
house. They blocked off
Routes 27 and 4 in
”Il‘l!l'l)('l‘\\

As the library
was being reno
vated and restored,
the library needed a
temporary place to
house its books
[For a while the
Chelmsford Public
Library called the
gym of the Town
Hall home. They
got by until 1999
when they moved
into a newly refun
bished building. The nice thing
about the library is that they
decided to keep the old build
ing intact although the
George Memorial Hall, which
had been added to the rear of
the original building was torn
down — and add the new part
onton

Children’s and adult pro
grams are being run con
stantly to better the commu
nity, bring people together,
and to make Chelmsford a
better town overall. In fact,
the celebration of Chelms
ford’s 350th ball is being held
at the Chelmsford public
library

Chelmsford is a town luck
ier than most. Two libraries
are found in Chelmsford,
twice as many found in most
other towns. The Mackay Pub
lic Library became the branch
library of The Adams Library
in 1894, The North Chelms
ford Library Association, latel

to become the North Chelms-
ford Library Corporation orga
nized in 1872, Five years later
they purchased the building
on Gay Street in North
Chelmsford for a library. Use
of the library was halted in
1949 when former Selectman
Stewart MacKay willed his
home on Newfield Street to
the town with the stipulation
that from then on it would be
known as the Anna €. MacKay
Memorial Library. Stewart
MacKay's sister and former
Chelmsford school teacher
became immortalized in the
name of the branch library of
North Chelmsford.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANE DRURY
Above: The Adams Library,
now known as the Chelms-
ford Library, as it looked
around 1900.

Left: Former Selectman
Stewart MacKay donated
his house to the town for
the MacKay Library in
North Chelmsford.
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A vacation destination

ummer in Chelmsford
acentary or so ago
offered a great deal to
its residents,

There were picnices, band
concerts, drives along elim
shaded streets, lawn parties,
Fourth of July parades made
up exclusively of local
groups without having to
resort to hiring organizations
from elsewhere to make
them more spectacular, and
crowd-pleasing, apron sales
and homemade ice cream
sales by church women in
support of some good cause.
There were also strawberry
festivals, for example as
well as opportunities for
groups, large or small, to
work together to further
common interests.,

Some residents found sum-
mer an opportunity to travel
by street car, train or carriage
while others stayed at home
to work in the hay fields or in
small shops and the grocery
store, and the women worked
in their kitchens in the morn-
ing and went calling in the
neighborhood during the
afternoon or stayed at home
to receive white-gloved
callers who left calling cards
in a silver tray on a table by
the front door.

This way of life drew visi-
tors every summer. The sum
mer boarders returned year
after year from Lowell's hot
and dirty streets with their
noise and confusion, or from
Boston, perhaps, or New
Hampshire or even Canada, to
breathe fresh air and, in the
wvenings, sit on a front porch

Dig in

One of the town’s more popular gathering spots
Kydd’s Diner is now better known as Skip's.

listening to the quiet or greet-
ing passer-by.

Summer boarders provided
a welcome source of income
for those who “put them up”
but they also became, over
time, life members of an
extended family in many
cases. For some, it was a lit-
eral “homecoming” as, for
instance, when the prominent
Boston lawyer and benefactor
of the Adams Library, Thomas
Parker Proctor drove up from
his Boston home to spend
time with relatives. One
always kept a room ready for
his visits — “Uncle Thomas's
Room” — while others took
turns in caring for his two fine
horses and carriage.

The greenhouses in town
were always popular places
for summer boarders to visit.
There was the conservatory
of Mr. Bussell on Westford
Street, and the larger green-
houses on Parkhurst Road
and Park Road. Many con-
tained exotic plants as well as
more of the plants which dec
orated the town squares each
year as well as the more utili-
tarian cucumber vines and
other vegetables.

Summer vistas

It was a great convenience,
too, for the adventurous to be
able to hire carriages with dri
vers to go to Robin's Hill and
from there survey the scenery
for miles around, from the
C'ustoms House tower in
Boston to the distant White
and Green mountains as well
as the nearer Mt. Wachusett
and Mt. Monadnock.

PHOTO COURTESY

OF JANE DRURY

Refreshments were avail-
able at the Summit House and
cool breezes usually pre-
vailed. Appalachian Mountain
Club members frequently
came out by train from
Boston, then walked up to the
hilltop. On their way back
down High Street, they might
be greeted by an informal
musical group of neighbors,
inviting them to an open
house,

Summer residents
attended services in the vil-
lage churches where they
were warmly greeted by old
friends and new. In later
years, these relationships
were acknowledged again by
substantial gifts willed to a
church or to the library.

The dark side of summer

Idyllic as this picture of a
Chelmsford summer may
seem, other events occurred
to disturb its serenity. Chim-
ney fires were common,
caused by use of wood-burn-
ing stoves, and brush fires, set
by sparks of the locomotives
were frequent, especially in
dry seasons. A boy's arm was
blown off by an explosion in a
Fourth of July celebration.
Horses ran away with or with-
out their drivers, and buggy
wheels became wedged in
trolley tracks, bringing disas-
ter, Several house burglaries
were reported each summer
and rooms in the Central
House hotel were sometimes
ransacked. Watches and
money were especially sought
by the thieves. The grocery
store was broken into occa-
sionally; there was one cele-
brated murder in the span of
some 20 years.

Newcomers from other
countries came out from the
city at harvest time, to strip
orchards of apples and other
fruit.

Yet, on the whole, Chelms-
ford was a pleasant place at
any time of year — as it still
is, in spite of the disdain of
today’s sophisticates who
would never choose it for a
summer vacation.

By Eleanor Parkhurst
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Albert Davis House

The Albert Davis House, next to the former Town Hall (now called the Old Town Hall) on
the Chelmsford Common.

Presidential parentage

By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

The military always being in Pierce’s blood,
especially after the revolution, the Hillsborough

v ather to Franklin Pierce, the 14th Presi County Militia asked him to organize some
: “dent of the United States, Benjamin troops. In 1805 Pierce was made Brigadier Gen
# Pierce was born in Chelmsford in 1757, eral of the State Militia in New Hampshire

Benjamin Pierce hurried to Boston as
soon as he heard the news of the Battle of Lexing
ton. Benjamin wanted to be
part of the Revolutionary
forces massing against the
British. Pierce served through
the American Revolution and
was discharged with honor in
1784, 10 years after he left the
Chelmsford farm.

After fighting in the revolu-
tion, farming seems a little

Pierce’s military carcer and militia background
boosted him into the lime light allowing him to get
cnongh support to be elected
]g(’Nl(’)N/N 1)['(1)-(4(: h(,(/ (L\Ilh'.\liﬂl'!\'l'ln'(‘\x‘lll.lli\t‘.
nine children, one of
whom, Franklin Pierce, 1789101802 Among other
offices held were delegate to
went on to h()(.(““(. the the 1791 state Constitutional
President of the United — Convention, Governor's Coun
. . Lin 180:3, 1809, and 1814
States serving from -
drab. Pierce took a job as an

and also the Sheriff of Hills
~ Vedlos
1853 to 1857.
explorer in New Hampshire

borough County from 1809
1812 and 18181827, Pierce
on lands belonging to Col. Stoddard. After this finally became governor of New Hampshire
job ended, he was returning back to Chelmsford Jenjamin Pierce had nine children, one of
when he spotted a piece of land that stirred his whom, Franklin Pierce,

interest. The land was in Hillsborough, N.H. President of the United States serving from 1853
Pierce returned to the Chelmsford farmhouse, to 1857

and he bought the New Hampshire land one year Today the Pierce Estate still stands and is
later in 1786 along with one of his fellow war vet

erans. The two men cleared fifty acres of land. ety

Pierce served as the

state'srRepresentative from

went on to become the

J
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ontrary to one vel
ston of how the
imtersection of Acton
and Robin Hill roads,
ith Chelmstord, became
wnas “Brimstone Corner,”
that name has nothing to do
vith the house at that inter
section

One erroneous account
ittributes the name to the
house still standing in that

iersection (305 Acton Road)

here, the story goes, Ezekiel
Byam manufactured the first
Lucifer” matches (1835) in
\merica. Unfortunately, this
heory is completely untrue. A
marker placed a short dis
tance down on Robin Hill
Road, by the town’s Historical
Commission, at the time of the
[ercentenary celebration
1955) states quite clearly that
the match manufacturing took
place a short distance from
the marker at a location
hetween the two small houses
still standing and the larger
property once known as
Sunny Meadow Farm. The
work was actually begun and
arried on there for a time in a
shed-like building which hap-
pened to be available at the
The shed has long since
disappeared.

I'he “Lucifer” match, the
first match to be ignited by
friction, was lighted by being
drawn through folded sandpa
per, a process which gave off
clouds of sulphur vapor. This
fvpe of match came at the end
of a long line of other means
of lighting the fire in a fire
place (rubbing two sticks
together, Indian fashion, or
striking steel against flint to
produce a spark which then
ignited some flammable mater-
ial like a bit of cloth or various
fibers). From the fireplace, a
splinter (“splint™) of wood
might be lighted to light a can-
dle or a pipe, but as stoves

LHTTLe

came into use, a better
method of starting the fire
became necessary. Hence, the

e

&2

AP G R

1925

The Original

MARCHAND OIL COMPANY

“Lucifer” match was devel
oped in England. But it was
too expensive for general use
At a time when a man might
work all day for a dollar, the
matches sold for 25 cents per
hundred. The first “real” fric
tion matches were struck on a
strip of sandpaper glued to the
side of the package. Their pro
duction has been improved
and their costs were lowered
and the “modern™ making of
matches began.

Ezekiel Byam, who saw the
possibilities of match-making,
had engaged in store-keeping
at the South village and also
produced and sold an oint
ment for rheumatism’s pain
He had been born (1796) in
the big house which is now
known as 15 Byam Road. In
1818 he married Charlotte
Batemen, whose father, John,
built the fine brick red house,
now owned by Charles Parlee
at 4 Proctor Road. A son of
Ezekiel and Charlotte, also
named Ezekiel, succeeded his
father in the match manufac-
turing business much later and
became one of the first incor-
porators of The Diamond
Match Company when his own
firm, Byam, Carlton & Com-
pany, along with several other
small firms, was bought out or
folded into the new larger
company in 1880,

In the intervening years, the
first Ezekiel had set up his
shop on Robin Hill Road
(1835) after purchasing a
patent that seemed to be
promising for the production
of an improved friction match,
which he first marketed in
1837, The matches were
packed by girls and women of
the village, in space at the
home of his uncle (192 Robin
Hill Road) who probably
owned the first small building
where the matches were made.

The business grew and
prospered. It moved to Boston,
then back to Chelmsford and
finally back to Boston as

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS

Brimstone Corner’ got
s name from matches

Byam, Carlton & Company
\fter his father’s death (1863),
[Ezekiel Jr. carried on the busi
ness, but moved it to Boxford
(1866) where it remained until
the sale to Diamond Match.,
The Boxford building, built by
the Byam, Carlton company,
was a large barn-like structure
After it was occupied, John
Parkhurst, a son of the Rev.
John Parkhurst of Chelmsford,
went with his family to Box
ford to be building superinten
dent. His son, John Willian,
who was 7 years old at this
time of the move, remained in
Boxford until his death in
1959, Occasionally he came (o
Chelmsford to attend the First
Baptist Church where his
grandfather had been pastor
for many years. He knew the
match business intimately and
described the process by
which the matches began as
I1-foot logs, then were cut into
2-inch planks, then cuat into 4-5
inch length and eventually
turned into nearly 5 million
matches a day. Workers were
paid $1 to $1.50 per 10-hour
day at the Boxford plant.

The popularity of the “new”
matches spread quickly. Other
companies making them were
set up, and matches were sold
from wagons which went into
the South. At last, the match
industry was in need of con
solidation with its economies
of production and better dis
tribution, and so the age of the
small companies ended and
the giant Diamond Match
Company began. For those
interested in history, however,
this littie poem, accompanying
cach package of the Byam
matches, will not be forgotten:

For quickness and s
ness the public will find,

These matches will leave all
others behind;

Without further renarks
we invile you to try ‘em,

Remember all good that are
signed by E. Byam

By Eleanor Parklurst

Chelmsford high school students planted the tree in 1891,

History of the purple beech

wo young residents,
out for an early
morning walk,
stopped by the Com-
mon to admire the magnifi-
cent purple beech tree that
stands beside the Revolution
ary War monument. They
spoke of the majestic shape
of the tree, the burnished hue
of its leaves and its sturdy
trunk and then walked on

The story of the purple
beech, as it has been retold
through the years, sometimes
merges fact with fiction. Writ
ten in a firm girlish hand on
the back of a photograph of
the tree’s planting, we learn
that “Chelmsford High
School” planted the tree May
1, 1891, and that teacher
Susan M. Emerson, is pic-
tured with students

This photo identification
shows that the planting did
not happen in 1894 or 1896, as
some have thought. We learn
also that it was not one class,
but the entire high school of
some 40 students who partici
pated in the planting.

The tree itself, as shown in
the photograph, looks more
like a small switch, about as
tall as the hand shovel with
which the hole was prepared

When over time, this switch
grew old enough to bear nuts,
many a harvest crop found
their way into local kitchens
to be used in baking cookies.
Susan Emerson, a member
of an early graduation class at
Framingham Normal School,
now Framingham State Col
lege, seems to have enjoyed
the affection and respect of
her students in and out ol
class. She was always inter
ested in enlarging their hori
zons. For example, she
encouraged an elementary
form of gymnastics in her
classes at a time when there
wias no formal physical edu
cation offered. Her students
were taught to conduct some
of their exercises with large
dumbbells, a memory that lin
gered with them for years.
Emerson also had a strong
interest in nature, no doubt
increased by the photographs
of her brother, who provided
excellent photographs of a
variety of trees in a well
received reference book. It is
quite likely, then, that the tree
planting idea was Emerson’s
own, although Arbor Day had
already begun being observed
and was the impetus for many
spring tree plantings. Emer

89 Steadman St., Chelmsford
(978) 256-6811

Circa 2005

2005

Serving the Chelmsford Area for
80 Years

THURSDAY, MAY 206, 2005

IANE DRURY

PHOTO COURTESY OFf

son's brother was, of course,
on hand to photograph the
student planting.

In September 1935, the 10
members of the Class of 1894,
probably the first to have a
formal graduation with a
class ode and a list of officers,
held an informal reunion to
which Emerson was invited
This was one among many
such gatherings of former stu
dents to which Emerson was
invited, always sitting in the
front row with her students.

IFor as long as they lived, stu
dents who participated in the
purple beech’s planting remeim
bered the day as a source of
pride and satisfaction.

The tree has outlived the
granite post and rail fence
that once encircled the Com
mon, outlasted the Classical
School building that became
the Baptist parsonage and
was later torn down, and sui
vived the “Old Yellow
School,” on the site of the cu
rent Center Fire Station

[t is to be hoped that plans
for “progress,” perhaps in the
form of a faster flow of traffic,
will never threaten the Com
mon, its memorials, or its
well-loved beech tree

By Eleanor Parvkhurst
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Hem)',nya id 'I'lﬁ)rea d change V\]?i‘lh the times
The Town Reports may not have financial condition of the town by
- ) ™ enry I‘)n\'i(l Th(ll‘(‘ilH: a for- jects. John was later 'f’ be the princi- Thoreau was jailed overnight for ever appeared on the best seller list the same committee. The pages were
3 " mer Chelmsford resident pal of the Academy with Henry as a not paying his poll tax; this experi- anywhere, but beginning in 1823, a bound with heavy thread
& and the great American, teacher. Meantime, Henry went to cnce became the basis for his essay report of sorts detailing town expen I'rom then on, the reports
. <. was born on July 12, 1817 Harvard on a scholarship when he on civil disobedience in 1849, In ditures has regularly been published  expanded in some way almost
in Concord to John and Cynthia was 16, learning more Latin and 1859, John Brown came to Concord and attracts a dedicated but increas vearly. In 1878, five selectimen were
' Thoreau. Greek, spending long hours at the and Thoreau talked with him about ingly small body of readers elected instead of the usual three
The family of John and Cynthia library. At one point he left Harvard slavery. When Brown was hanged at The first report, “A statement of members. In 1880, a copy of the
included Helen, 6; John, 4; and Henry,  to teach six weeks of school to pay Harper's Ferry, he wrote and spoke town expenditures” was ordered March Town Meeting warrant was
2 1, when with Aunt Sarah, they moved  college expenses. He graduated in of the event with great indignation. printed at the Town Meeting, and, as — printed for the first time. The wan
to Chelmsford in 1818. A fourth child, 1837, presenting a commencement On May 4, 1862, Thoreau died but a single sheet about the size of a let rant included an article for furnish-
b Sophia, was born here a year later. address on “The Commercial Spirit.” we are the inheritors of his many and ter, duly appeared. It was noted for ing the new town hall in the center,
g Mr. Thoreau, a small, quiet and In the fall of 1839, Henry and John  varied writings which have relevance its brevity and detail, carefully listing  Town Meeting was held at the North
e slightly deaf man, a great reader and went on the expedition down the for us today although they appeared cach amount spent and the person to  Town Hall, beginning at 9 a.m. and
A nm}m' I()\'(“r. had lri'wl several occu- Concord and I\h.-rril.n:u'k rivers which — before the Civil War. In addition to whom it was owed and for what rea lasting through the afternoon. The
! pations before coming here: he had furnished material for the later “A being recognized as a writer, Thoreau Son, 1881 Town Meeting warrant article
been a school teacher, farmer and Week on the Concord and Merri- has been called a hunter without a The expenditures were divided secking women's rights to vote and
shopkeeper — all unsuccessfully; mack.” The boys rowed as far as gun, fisherman, teacher, geographer, into those for road work, tor the hold office was dismissed. Also in
'h after failing in Chelmsford he went to  Hooksett, N.H., left the boat and surveyor, pencil-maker, carpenter, poor and for “incidental charges.” 1881, the town clerk’s report
%, Boston to teach but the family explored scenic New Hampshire botanist, vegetarian and naturalist as Aid to the poor was shown by per stressed the number of births of
returned to Concord permanently before sailing and rowing home. As well as dreamer, eccentric and revo- son or family to whom it was given, native, foreign and native-foreign
ke '\\"h(‘l‘\ Henry was 6 years ()l(l.. Mr. they p:}ssml Middlesex \'iIF:lgf'. now a lutionary. e :.nul overseers <)I'll'1}' poor were paid parentage; deaths were recorded
he T'horeau began making pencils and part of Lowell, Henry n-nmydwl .l.t)hll" In today’s jargon we wnu!d say for their services. The “incidental only by number and sex, and mar-
prospered to a modest degree. that they “had spent part of our lives that his was not a “dysfunctional charges” included selectmen’s ser riages were recorded between
i Mrs. '!'h(n'v.;ny daughter of a New further inland in ('l!('lmslin'(l. I';u.nily." but that the inner rf'l:lli(m—. \'i('f‘s, llu\_ (-nns!:lhl«’-s' and |:}\ collec natives, natives and foreigners and
1894 Hampshire minister/lawyer, was a In ('()Il('gv‘ :p\(l afterward, I‘l('nr,\l' 5!\1]{5 expanded nm\\':u“(l without lim- tor's services, for assessors’ services — between foreigners. The report for
i large, nm:at]ml‘(vn \\'(n}‘mn, “the great- had been writing and expanding his its, from the humblest farmer to the and those of the school committee 1854 listed town officials for the first
h : est talker in Concord” and, lik(_' her circle of friends. He met and greatly greatest philosophers. He was a con- and town clerk. Each amount varied time: selectmen, assessors and over-
SRts husl)und: a r(';?(lor and lover of ;ylmirgd Ralph Waldo Emerson, l!nvn lvmpl;lli\'v. wh'(.) ;1.hh()rr(‘d violence according to services p(vl'l‘wl'lll('(l. seers of the poor, town clerk, town
= nature. h(.)nwlnn('s sl'w wore a sun- ll\:]ll}.{ m"Bus!()n ;nulvllw .'mll_mr of but ('(lll'l(l._||l.'illl_\' it as a last resort; he A\h’mv_\' received came lmm’s;nlw of treasurer, School Committee, tax
ted bonnet \\'l!h _\r'(-ll(m' nhlmns..th(mghl “Nature \\'hl('l} profoundly influ- ?l;llq‘fl killing but saw war as an nﬂull\‘ :m‘(l produce from l!lt‘ l'own ('l.blln'('l()l. constables, fence viewers,
e h_vvsml}‘v‘( ()11('()|‘(l}:|11s to be “too enced H(‘m}'. Emerson h('('unu" a Iillf‘\'llill)'h' lin:ll.s_l(-p. when all else l':n'm.‘lnr (-x;nnph-. ;lml from the B highway surveyor, appraisers of
Sy bright.” She t()()_k in boarders and Concord neighbor s:lmrlvl,\' and in 1844 I.;nhlw‘l, No abolitionist, he yet helped state for care of certain paupers. I'he  property at the Town Farm, auditors,
e \_vvl('()m_('d l:(jl:lll\'(‘s S0 Il}(' house was l)’()ugh_l property near W ;}I(I('n Pond. fugitive sl;n\'vi(-s(-u]w. He learned total amount spent for schools was weighers of hay and of coal, measur-
Vb !I‘Il(‘d with life and lu.lk. She and Mr. l\n()\wng‘llvnlws ln\"v of nature as j‘mur;nl \‘:nluvs' at home sm"h as the $1,200 in 1842. : ers n! WO u]., surveyors of lumber
R ['horeau took the children on nature well as of snlnu(l(_-. l;lnvrslnn sug- importance of work and of Imnvsl:\' In 1874, the single sheet gave way — and lu-l«! <||‘|\'v1:. I'he School Commit-
5t walks and l)()l!l stressed the value of g‘vstv(l that he build a (':l'hlll on !h(‘* 1;.|llI|< )II_L,‘;II he reversed the order of toa pnn.lphh.'l-l_\'|n- report about tee had |-\'.\‘|n'(| its own annual
il a gn()d‘o(ln('ut‘mn. L lumm.‘snn pmpvn_\.' and live lllwr.(' for six days’ work and one day to r("st six by mgh! inches. l(l un-llulv‘d the n'[n.»rl.\ for some years but now, in
A In ( h.('lnl.j‘lnnil‘_ Mr. Ih('m';m kepta  a while. Henry hm_ll the (';ll)}ll himselt ;1.n<l proposed one (IEI_VS. \\'()l‘lf with l.m\'n clerk’s report, information 'l‘.\“\'». the report was included in the
o shop, w‘.thllus \\'ll'v to wait on cus- and on July 4, 1845, moved in, six days to explore one’s self and from the assessor's book, the select- f'own Report (23 pages for school
tomers, painted signs and held a remaining a little over two years. one’s world. He declared that "each men’s report (including school report, 26 for the Town Report). In
 the li('lll()l' license. Aunt Sarah took care Here I!(‘. wrote his I'!rsl book (the town slmul(lﬂh;l\’o a park” (today's oxpundi}m'«s for each teacher, wood 1888, fire wards were first listed, as
1 of the youngsters and, when he was expedition on the rivers) and began “open space”); he planted trees and for heating, school supplies and care  were precinet officers (nine) for the
(( '[ i 4, taught ”(.‘lll_T In‘ walk here. The his famous “Journal” :l.llll “Walden.” ”().\\'(‘I'S and \'i!l(‘.\' made friends with of each n'l"lhv 10 district school lh.n-v new ]‘n'win(ws. and registrars
SV exact Iu.('ulmns of l’h‘(' shop 111.1(1 He wu.lkv(lj wrote, fished ;u'ul con- ;nn'n‘l:nls and l)u"(ls. RN hnusvs).‘ Ilu" report also Ill('.lll(l('il a of v oters ( I.nlll'l‘ ‘ ‘
i house hired by the Thoreaus is not \'(‘l‘.‘%(‘d \\:l(h visitors whether farmers, Today we sll[l talk of lmmh(‘\s ;.m(l section for lu;.{h\\'n}'.\ and ‘ln'ul:.u'ﬁ. a Forest fire wards were llslAvd in
e knm\'}l (‘?\'('(‘-])l that Henry learned curious folk or philosophers. A g('n)(l |nnrul_v;1h|ps. of the lnlvmh‘lo Iuml.s receiving tomb at South Chelmsford, 1891, as was ||ll“3~'l‘:l](‘l‘_(ll \\'ulghls
Tt later from his mother thn the house s('hn'nl teacher and _:l(lvpl at pencil- to which \'ml'mu'vv('un 20 f" l't'(lllf'lllg two new h(-ursvﬁ. ;mfl other town and neasures, l-,xp(-n(hlnu'vs for “fire
was “next to the meeting house making, he had decided to become a government interference in our lives charges (lamps for North Town Hall,  apparatus” were made in 1886 for
il wh(‘rvllu'.\: kept the p(‘)wd(-r in the writer, continuing the essays and lec- :uul. the general roll of gu\'f-mnwnl in new wells and a pump at Center pails, ropes, ladders, and materials
garret.” This would, of course, have tures that had already been well society in addition to considering Cemetery, ete.). It included the for ladder houses. In 1890, a distinc-
plans va!\ the p;‘vst"nl l"ni(;u’i_un Church. l'(‘('(‘i\"(‘(l by the public. I\lm'h ”f the friendship, .\'()Iilm'l(', n:mu'(f and the report <)I'tlu'.n\'vrsu-rs of the poor tion was first made le.\.w'*vn vln-('lv‘(l
in the . 5’""“?“ in Concord after lh.(* . !nznvnul came nnl.nnl_\' 'II'UIII I_us read- ()1]!(‘!‘ human subjects he (Im"utﬂsvs‘ and report ‘()l the hv)‘\\'n lF'(';I.\‘lll'A'l'. ;m(l} :l]l])('bl.llh‘(l IH\\'1|.()I(|<'|;||S: special
traffic ( helmsford sh'()‘p and a (o;}('hmg_]nh ing znu! })hll().\'()]).lll(‘ivll (llS‘('lI.\'sl()n.\; but  Finally, we suggest .lh;u 1A|n\\‘1lllngl_\' together with an ;llll«!;u\'ll that the police officers ;uulAlLs:h \\';n'(ls‘\\:(-rv
el in Boston, the Thoreau ('hll.(h‘(*n from his tr'fl\‘vls in New England, t‘.’ll'l~l‘1‘(| the name of “(‘n\'n'mmw.nl report was (-urrw-‘l. .\'l_LLl‘lt'(l h'\i the also added to the listing. In l.\t.m. the
attended the Concord public schools  Canada, Minnesota, Oregon and else-  lost” because of the relevance for us three members of the Committee to town was asked whether the library
e and John and Henry went on to Con- where — but Concord was still of much of his work. : Settle with the Town Treasurer should become a free public library,
Ry cord Academy, studying Latin, “home” and he traveled there, he By Eleanor Parkhurst (which later became an auditing and in 1894, the first report of the
el French and Greek among other sub- said, a great deal, too. committee); with a page on the Reports, Page 15

C elebralr!

A toast to Chelmsford's
350th Anniversary!

Hannaford is proud to be a part of the heritage
of this great town and happy to serve
the wonderful people who live here.

Here's to the bright future of our con

Chelmsford Hannaford Supermarket & Pharmacy

66-2 Drum Hill Shopping Center + Chelmsford M
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Reports
change

Reports, from Page 13
Library Trustees appeared, (ol
lowed in 1896 by the North
(Chelmsford Library Associa
tion’s first report as a free pub
lic library. A list of jurors
appeared for the first time in
that year, and in 1897 came the
cattle inspector’s first report,
and much about street lighting
was discussed. The Board of
Health report came in 1899,
listing four types of contagious
diseases found that year
quickly followed (1900) the
first report of the tree warden.
Election of officers had been
held at each annual Town
Meeting for many years, but
only in 1900 is the record given
in the Town Report on officers
elected and actions taken at
that meeting. State election
results were listed in 1902, and
the first ever special Town
Meeting was held in that year.

This sketch of a developing
town government as seen
through the Town Reports for
about 175 years suggests how
the framework originated. The
fledgling Fire Department, for
example, began when
increased population and more
homes posed a greater fire
threat. Although still a farming
community with its weighers
of hay, shops were spreading
and brought a sealer of
weights and measures. A
Health Board was the answer
to rising contagious diseases
and a public library came
when the need for non-exclu
sive access to books was rec
ognized. And, above all, per
haps, we salute the dozens of
town officials who were paid
only for their services when
rendered, willing and, in most
cases, able volunteers who
sometimes held two or more
positions. The years before
1900 were formative ones: the
next century saw the rise of
professionalisi, greater state
intrusion into local affairs, and
proliferation of services for a
growing population.

By Eleanor Parkhurst

Then

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS CHELMSFORD INDEPENDENT 15A

Slavery in
Chelmsfor

; Slaves, from Page 6

Based on the scanty data now available,
slaves here were generally treated as household servants, farm
hands and, in a few cases, workers in a trade or business such
as atavern or atailoring establishment, quite unlike the much
farger number employed on the Southern plantations as field
laborers and houschold servants in the great houses of the
plantation owners. An entry dated March 18, 1756, describes
one owner’s thoughts on the death of his slave Venus
i “My Negro servant Venus died of a throat distemper of

it seems that the

which there was a good deal in town. A great loss. Considering
it as a loss of estate (property), it hath little or no weight in my
mind. But as a death in my family, one that hath gone and [sic]
| that hath lived so many years with me and bin so much trou
ble, the one that hath gone through a great deal of hard service
and that hath provoked me and my wife to rash and unjustifi
| able expressions and hard treatment of her; so wicked and sin
ful whose soul as precious as any. Upon these considerations, |
count her loss great.”
During the Revolution, two local Negroes enlisted in the
‘ army: one was Cato, belonging to Dr. Abbott, of whom we

. [ know little except that he served 1777-1779 and saw ac ¢
m { l e | K little except that h rved 1777-1779 and saw action at

Cherry Valley: the other was Parzilla Lew, born in Groton in
| PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1743, son of Primus, Capt. Boyden's manservant and Margaret
100 years ago today

s B S

a mulatto formerly servant to Samuel Scripture

When he was 17 years old, Barzilla enlisted in a Groton mili
tia company that took part in an unsuccessful assault on
Canada. Some time later he came to Chelmsford and was |y
ing in the North End, according to a 1775 tax list. This was the
section of town lying north of the center extending bevond but
including the Merrimack River and its Pawtucket Falls, At age
| 30 he enlisted in Capt. John Ford’s Chelmsford company and
was described on the roster as “Stature, 6 feet; Occupation
cooper; Reported a Negro; Fifer.,” He was already
for his musical abilities.

Chelmsford appears to have had no special problems with
its slaves but Tyngsborough, according to NMorton's recent
“Images of America: Tyngsborough™ an attic beam in the Tyng
mansion bore “a heavy iron ring once used for chaining trou
blesome slaves.”
| k. In Concord, John Jack, slave of shoemaker Benjamin Ba

) ; ron, has built a cabin near Meriam'’s Corner which became his
| home and that of fellow slave, Old Violet, another one also
belonging to Barron. After Barron’s death, Jack purchased his
freedom from the shoemaker's widow and retived from the
shoemaking trade. When he died in 1773 he willed whatever
[ was left of his possessions after the burial expense and the
[ lawyer’s fee for writing the will had been paid to old Violet
| The lawyer, Daniel Bliss, well known as the town’s Tor
} lawyer, composed an epitaph for Jack’s gravestone which, one
i historian wrote, had made Jack immortal. The first two lines ol

Chelmsford Town Hall, now the Community Center, decked out for the town’s 250th
anniversary.

well known

the epitaph read: "God wills us free;
as God wills; God's will be done.”

man wills us slaves. [ will

" 3 —

o bL g
g XD N

? As an anti-gesture, one resident tended Jack’s grave prior to
RO | the Civil War and planted lilies onit. In tribute to him and the
spirit of the epitaph there, Jack's grave has become a place of
pilgrimage throughout the years for those who too, helieve in
freedom.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

I scream, you scream

Upton’s Ice Cream in North Chelmsford. Unknown date. Eleanor Pavlhurst
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School days, school days, learn

ivh school gradua

Lon ceremonites

are, comparatively

\]H‘.!lxll\:{. latecom
ers to the history of our public
cducation. The first indication
that successful completion of
school work merited special
recognition in the annual
reports may be found in the
reports for 1880 and 1884
under expenditures for the
public schools, expenditures
of $9.50 and $8, respectively
for “high school diplomas.”™ At
that time, of course, the town
had two high schools, one in
North Chelmsford and one in
the center, with the high
school occupying one rooni in
the school building; the
course of study and the length
of the high school work were
quit different from later ver
the two-year course
being standard at this tirne
and its subjects were very lim
ited. This is not to say that
there were no informal cele
bration of “School’s out!” but
we do not read of them

[t was in 1885 that the
annual financial report of
school costs was supple
mented by a formal report by
the School Committee and the
school superintendent on
many aspects of their work.
Supt. J.H. Vincent reports this
regarding the North High
School: “It was very pleasant
to go into this room and hear
scholars recite independent of
the teacher’s questions from
five to 10 minutes. It seemed
more like persons making
speeches than like boys and
girls reciting. A class of 14
was graduated from here last
hune, who in their essays and
declamations appeared more
like college graduates than
like high school boys and girls
15 and 16 years old.”

Two years later, eight
“scholars” graduated from the
North High School. Exercises
were held “as usual” in the
North Town Hall (although we
do not know what period of
time this phrase refers to) and

S10ns

CHELMSFORD INDEPENDEN'

Superintendent George 9
Snow reported: “The exercises
showed thorough preparation
and were highly pleasing to

the large andience™ but no fin
ther information is

In 1888

gmven
however, the grada
ation program of the Center
High School appears tor the
in the Town Report

along with the report of the

first tine

committee and superinten
dent. Thirteen students were
graduated at this time and
“The exer

cises of graduation were

Snow states that

attended by the audience
which completely filled the
Town Hall. The essays were
characterized by more origi
nality than is generally shown
at such times. Musicrendered
by the Chelmstord Orchestra
wias a marked feature of the
evening. Diplomas were pre
sented by J. Adams Bartlett,
chairman of the School Com
mittee, with
graduates appropriate to the

an address to the

occasion.’

This program served as a
graduation model for years to
come, slightly altered from
time to time by adding or leav-
ing out some details. Therefore
it is worthy of being summa
rized here: “Military March™ by
Catlin as played by the orches-
tra; a prayer followed after the
graduates had entered. The
salutatory essay “Influence of
Poetry™ by Miss Marshall; and
three essays by graduates were
given next by Misses Crooker,
Davis and Fulton, respectively,
on “Empress Josephine,”
“Music,” and “The Three Cas
kets.” The orchestra played
Gounod’s “Ave Maria.” Miss
Locke's essay “Value of Char
acter” by Miss MeNuft and an
oration by Master Fletcher on
“Power of Ideas™ was followed
by another orchestral inter
lude, Donizetti’'s “La Favorita.”
Two more essays, “The Fall of
Troy™ by Miss Robinson and
“Joan of Arc,” by Miss Warren
preceded by Class Prophecy
by Master Saunders, “The
Authiscope.” The orchestra

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS
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your golden rules days

The 1925 eighth-grade class at the Center Grammar School

on North Road.

played a selection from Verdi's
“Il Trovatore.” Miss Wilson's
essay “Great Inventions™ and
the valedictory essay by Miss
Hutchinson on “The Puritan
Character,” together with all
the graduates singing the Part-
ing Ode, closed the program
except for the awarding of
diplomas and Chairman
Bartlett’s address and a bene
diction.

The first lines of the Part
ing Ode, written by an uniden
tifiecd member of the class
were:

“Once more we gather,
classmates,

While the setting sun

Lightly flings its lengthened

shadows

O'er the course we've run.”

Except, perhaps for adding
the names of the clergy who
took part in the exercise, the
listing of the Class Flower,
Colors and Motto, the pro-
¢gram held for a good while,
following the general outline
of his 1888 model. Musical
interludes were furnished by
the girls’ or boys' glee clubs,
or by the high school orches-
tra. Speakers often came from
out of town, like the president
of Boston University, for
example, or the principal of
FFitchburg Normal School, or
the secretary of the state
Board of Education. The pro-

PHOTOS C(

URTESY OF
Chelmsford Academy students pose for a class portrait in
either 1861 or 1862.

grams were held in the Town
Halls regularly with two
exceptions: One when there
were three boys and one girl
in the graduating class and by
vote, there were no exercises;
and once when three girls
were the only graduates, a full
program was held. By 1930,
graduations for each of the
town'’s eighth grades were
held and the names of the
graduates were listed, just as
only the names of the high
school graduates were printed

the remains of the elabo
rate programs.

In 1917, a giant step for-
ward was taken by the School
Department by consolidating

HELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

the two high schools and open
ing the building now occupied
by the Town Offices on Biller-
ica Road. The essay topics of
the graduates at this World
War I period show its influ-
ence: “The American Red
Cross,” “The Part Women Play
in the War,” and "America’s
Duty and the Peace After the
War™ are illustrative of this
point. In more recent years
speakers have often come
from fields of science, industry
and sports instead of the more
romantic idealized subjects of
the late 1880s and 1890s and
carly 20th-century years.
Eleanor Parkhurst,
Chelmsford Newsweekly.

Happy 350th Anniversary from One Neighbor to Another.

Proudly Serving the Chelmsford_Com'munity Since 1994.
Neighbors You Can Bank On.

Northern Bank
& Trust Company

Neighbors you can bank on.

Member FDIC
www.nbtc.com

Acton: 414 M { enue, 9 { ) e Billerica: 482 Boston Road, 978-667-4107 « Burlington: 13 Center Street, 781-272-2880
Chelmsford: 14 [t Road, 9 25¢ e Littleton: 265 Great Road, 978-486-3543 ¢ Melrose: 514-516 Franklin Street, 781-662-0200
Westford: 45 | treet 978-692-9700 ¢« North Woburn: 89 Elm Street, 781-937-5439 @
Woburn Center: treet 1-933-6606 « Main Office: Woburn, 215 Lexington Street, 781-937-5400 \
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Championship season

The 1940 basketball champions were the first CHS team
to play in the Eastern Mass. tournament. Pictured are,
front row, Bernie McHugh and George Ducharme, man-
ager; second row from left, Mike Cochrane, Bud Doole,
Allie Angus, Don Grant and Hank Zabierek; and third
row from left, John Sullivan, Ham Lennox Chet Wood-
ward, Ed Leonard, Coach John McLaughlin, Hal Clay-
ton, Garvin Jones, Park George and Bob Angus.

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS

Class picture

This first- or second-grade class at the Center School poses for a group picture with the teacher. Date unknown.
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- Suburban champs C OO Ol° ea S al' e el' e
ied The Lowell Suburban Champions for 1955 were, front
er- row from left, Peggy Connor, Co-Capt. Mary McCarthy, or the Clarke School became its principal, assisted Mary Byam were present: Chelmsford Classical Acadeiny
of Co-Capt. Gloria Paduch, Judy Bomil, Carole Harper and for the Deal, its begin by Mary S. Byam. Amelia Byam of Chelmsford, in 1825 which became Chelims
Marilyn Vaipan; and back row from left, Kay Morrow, ning was in the large Clarke has carned world- Robert Byam of Maine and ford Academy in 1859 but
Gigi Long, Eileen Cumming, Joyce Murphy and Marie white house standing wide recognition for its work Edith Byam Riese of closed in 1862 due to the Civil
LaHaise. at the corner of North Road with those with hearing Lawrence. The selectimen pre War's effect on availability of
lay and Academy Street where, in impairment and total hearing sented the visitors with a key private funds to support the
‘ the upper left-hand room, the loss. In 1992, it celebrated its to the town and read a procla academy. Its first floor became
e first school in the United 125th anniversary with many mation antong other parts of available for the growing new
Home States to teach oral speech and — special events, one of which the observance during which school. The further move to
delivery lip-reading to deaf students was the visit to Chelmstord. Clarke president Dennis Gjer Northampton late in 1867 left
UfYUU[lUCEﬂ opened onJune 1, 1866. About ' A similar contingent I?‘nm (ll.‘ll\'])()l\'l‘:lll()lll the school’s the building empty since the
Sty a year later, thanks to a large Clarke came here to dedicate history and its beginning here Central Baptist congregation
mnl' ! !IEWS[]H[]E[ gift from John Clarke of the boulder on the common At its opening, the class which had been meeting on
sof LN IS Just a Northampton to the school on opposite the house in honorof  room of the new school easily the upper floor since the
d \ click away. condition that it relocate to the school’s 100th birthday. accommodated three pupils, church was organized at the
that city, the local school was The town welcomed them but as the number grev to corner ol Westltord Street. The
urst, A closed and teachers and stu- enthusiastically and town offi eight, a move was made m weadeny building then bhecane
okly. CUMMUNITY | / h h ! MMU? dent ll';lnﬂ'urrvd 1O \n.rllmmp cials I.Ht)l\'.\‘]ll'('i:ll ||<>l}- u!‘lhln- t-.'n‘l‘\ .I.\liT Int\l doorto the the chireh pai SONAge
NEWSSTAND WWW.tOW"U" IHB.COm su scn e ton. Hareit Rogers again occasion. Three relatives ol building originally built for the Clarke, Page 18
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Congratulations to the town of Chelmsford
Celebrating its 350th anniversary.

For close to 20 years
WomanHealth Ob/Gyn
has been a part of the community.

We look forward to continuing to serve
the residents of Chelmsford and we
welcome new patients to our practice.

WomanHealth Ob/Gyn, P.C.
Board Certified Physicians

Harold R. Bass, M.D. FACOG
Michelle M. Cochran, M.D. FACOG
Minerva T. Domingo, M.D. FACOG
William J. Galvin, 11 M.D. FACOG
Robert H. Shannon, M.D. FACOG
Stuart G. Weisfeldt, M.D. FACOG

Nancy Bartleson, RNC
Marybeth Marcotte, RNC

On August 1, 2005 we will be welcoming
Karin L. Witt, M.D. to our practice.

Please call for an appointment.

SMILE!

It’s Your 350th Birthday!

Peter A. Eliopoulos, D.M.D
General & Cosmetic Dentistry
227 Chelmsford Street
Chelmstord, MA 01824

978-256-9838

Now Accepting New Patients
3 Meeting House Road
Suite 25-28
Chelmsford. MA 01824

Don’t You Deserve That Special Smile?

/ )
/ J / A
CIICCKR OUY WWeosTE { ( ( {r.

Interested in Tooth Whitening.

www.supersmilemaker.com

www.womanhealth.net \
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School for deaf

started

Page 17

dern
e Site
mple beginning
ol has grown as a
ral education of
¢ dedicated to the
- hearing-impaired
live independent
tive lives.” It offers set
ntfants and then Pl
learning to cope with the
dealness, classes from
school to upper school for
NYUSLers, Sel
es for main
treaming hea
Ing-rmpaired
pupils and those
vho teach them
vho are them
clves hearing
mpaired, services
irents and
" clnzens
th hearmg
and a wide
ol research

sincluding

lear implants
Ul to find new

wing-impaired
future
e Chelims
ord school’s
)IStLall lass
I'OOn 1S 11
house ol great significance in
ither ways. It was the
rthplace of Josiah Gardner
\bbott, a member of the Classi
il School’s first class and a
student of Concord’s Ralph
Waldo Emerson. He entered
Harvard at 13 and graduated
four yvears later, becoming a
teacher, then a serious student
of the law. He founded and
edited a Lowell newspaper, he
practiced law, he was elected

tate representative, state sena-

mnd U5 representative, he

i justice of the Supe

t in Boston and had a

eat variety of interests in the

During the
Civil War
(inwhich
Judge Abbotl
lost two of his
sons), the house
was one of the
meeting places
of the Soldiers’
At Aid Society,
where articles
of clothing,
food, bandages,
and other
necessities
were prepared.

in town

developing mills and railroads
of the day and served many of
them as officer, director o
trustee. He is said to have been
offered a cabinet position by
President Grover Cleveland
During the Civil War (in
which Judge Abbott lost two
of his sons), the house was
one of the meeting places of
the Soldiers” Aid Society
where articles of clothing
food, bandages, and other
necessities were prepared. It
was there that the meeting was
held to organize
the Central Con
gregational
Church in the
home of Eliza and
Mary Winn and
their brother
George (the Winn
House) in 1876
and it was the
Winns who gave
the land on North
Road adjoining
their home as the
location for the
church, built in
1SSS after meet-
ing in the 1802
Schoolhouse, the
[Unitarian Church,
the Baptist
Church, and the
Town Hall.
Deacon Otis
Adams, whose
house took its
name from his occupancy, was
a widely respected resident,
active in many local affairs. He
was clerk of the First Congre-
gational Church (now the Uni
tarian Church) parish from
1833 to 1870, he was prime
mover in the plan for a Revolu
tion monument on the com-
mon and served as treasurer of
the fund to build it. His descen
dants still live in town. He held
many other posts of trust and
prominence as well as his will-
ingness to provide a room for
the School of the Deaf.
Eleanor Pavkhurst,
Chelmmstord Newsweekly
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Bus brought change to schools

ith the opening

of the Chelms

ford High School

what is now

the Town Office Building on
Billerica Road
possible to close the North
Chelmstord High School and
bring all high school stu

it became

dents togethen a goal long
sought by school officials

Until that time, 1917, vari
ous means of transporting
students to the elementary
and grammar schools were
provided by independent
contractors using their own
cquipment, which was for
the most part horse-drawn
“barges.”

The purchase of two
trucks for transporting stu
dents from the North High
School to the Center with an
appropriation of $5,000 was
proposed at the annual Town
Meeting of Feb. 5, 1917, but
a committee to study the
matter was appointed
instead and asked to report
at the next special Town
Meeting in the same year.

At the special Town Meet-
ing on May 31, it was voted
to raise and appropriate
S$1.146 (which amounted to
25 cents per $1,000 of valua-
tion on the tax rate) and to
borrow the balance of the
sum of $7,600 — promissory
notes to be issued for $6,454,
repayable over four years in
installments of $1,613.50 per
vear with semi-annual inter-
est paid at not more than 5
percent per year.

Provision of a garage
facility — to store the trucks

was put over to the next
annual meeting but $2,200
was appropriated to “covel
the balance of the expense
of transporting school chil-
dren.”

Two automobile trucks
were then purchased: a
(.M. A. vehicle costing $3,450
and a Pierce Arrow, costing
$4.150,

The first drivers, Walter
Thomas and Frank Lupien
were paid $273 and $258,

=
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Chelmsford!

" ERNETR AT S S AL ShAL T SR

| ;
}! Whether you are traveling for
‘ ;
l business or pleasure - we've made
;: your travel more rewarding.
|
I

e Complimentary full American breakfast buffet
e Complimentary high-speed Internet

e Outdoor |>un] and fitness center

HYATT

FOR RESERVATIONS. CALL
1-800-754-5401,
visit hawthorn.com

CHEILMSFORD, MA
Hawthorn Suites L'TD.
25 Research Place ® N. Chelmsford, MA 01863
078-256-5151 ¢ Fax 978-256-6633

Join Hyatt Gold Pa

carning free nig

port” and start

alt Hawthorn Suites

s
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For several years, Chelmsford school bus fleet consisted of two vehicles driven by
George Gaudette and Lewis Fiske.

respectively, for their ser-
vices. Other expenses con-

nected with the trucks came

to $55.26 for grease, oil,
chains, ete. The total cost of
the new form of transporta
tion for the first year, not
including purchase of the

vehicles, came to $1087.26.
The 1917 report of the
School Committee declared
that: “This year has marked
the beginning of a new
epoch in the history of the
school system in town. This
important change in the

operation of the system has
been due to two reasons.
First, the consolidation of
the two High Schools and,
second, the use of the auto
mobile trucks for transporta
tion of school children.

By Eleanor Parkhuw

Dr. Tanya Zouzas

Liferime resident of Chelmsford
Grandparents settled here in 1920
Chelmsford High Grad in 1985

Board Certified in Internal Medicine

Joined her brother’s practice, Dr. William Zouzas,

after completing her residency at Pontiac
Osteopathic Medical Center in Michigan

women’s health issues

[Laos and Khamer

1\1( St Insurances ;lu‘k'plml

Emphasis on preventative health care and

Multi-lingual statf, including Spanish,

Always welcoming new patients

978.250.0032

227 Chelmsford St. ® Chelmsford, MA 01824

Proud to be serving this community

and also to be a part of the
350th Birthday Celebration!
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Social event of the season

he Chelmsford Village Improvement

\ssociation (as distinguishedfrom

the South Chelmsford Villag

Improvement Association waich was
organized somewhat later) depended heavily
onits Field Days (later known as Clean Up
Days) and in what was in its heyday a “social
event of the season.”

Contemporary newspaper aceounts (1884)
tell of the transportation arrangemnents for the
event, the music, and the dances, as well as of
the dance itself:

“The Village Improvement Association will
close the winter with a grand dall in the town
hall, Thursday evening, March 6. The Ameri
can orchestra has been secwed, and the
dances will consist mainly o those in which
our fathers and mothers weae proficient. As
Lowellis to be representedin the persons of
some of her most substantial citizens, a spe
cial train will be run for their accommodation,
leaving the Middlesex Stieet depot at 7:30,
returning after the ball. Only the regular fare,
20 cents for the round tip, will be charged.
There is every reason to believe that the
adjoining towns will be represented by some
of their best people, and it is the intention of
the association to mate this occasion the
event of the season.”

The occasion wasindeed a successtul one,
according to this news iten:

“The VIA Ball. Indescribing the success of
the ball the writer is strongly tempted to bor-
row from the circus and dry goods advertisers
a dozen or two of their big adjectives such as
‘magnificent, ||n|»:u1|||t-lwl. unprecedented,
phenomenal,” ete.and he is quite confident
that none of thos? present would take him to
task for Munchausenisn.

“The statement of your local correspondent
in last week's Journal that the association
intended to make this the social event of the
season was fully verified by the result. The

Honorary gardeners

rare combination in March of fine weather, a
full moon, and good sleighing, brought a large
number from the city and adjoining towns.
More than 100 came in a special train from
Lowell and among the many well known citi-
zons were recognized B Shaw, J.B. Richard
son, S.G. Parker, A.R. Bachelder, E.B. Conant,
Horace Ela, C.H. Wilder and Dr, Heald.

“Dancing commenced at S o'clock, the
American orchestra furnishing the music and
continued till 1, with an intermission from 10
to 11 for supper which, excellent in quality
and ample in quantity, was provided by the
ladies of the village, except the ice cream,
which came from the well known establish-
ment of Page & Nunn. The capacity of the hall,
ample for all ordinary occasions, was severely
taxed to accommodate the large number who
wished to dance, and the only regret felt by
the directors was that they had not the power
to extemporize an extension to the audito-
rium. Undoubtedly this was the largest gather-
ing ever assembled in the hall and in its per-
sonnel beyond criticisim. As a financial venture
the association has abundant cause for self-
congratulation.”

Annual picnics were popular affairs, too.
Some 300 persons attended the all-day picnic
held at nearby Nabnasset. There were games
and sports, and a prograim of musical selec-
tions by the North Chelmsford brass band.
Another year, the picnic was held at Willow-
dale, on the other side of the Merrimack,
which was “a very pleasant gathering” we are
told, to which about 200 people from West-
ford, Lowell and Tyngsboro went, in addition
to the 35 from Chelmsford who went in style
in a “barge” — a horse drawn vehicle. Here
again there were games and sports, and, as at
Nabnasset, a dance for the young people in the
evening ended the program.

— Eleanor Parkhurst,
Chelmsford Newsweekly.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

The Chelmsford Garden Club’s honorary members pictured in 1956. They were, from
left, Mrs. William Baldwin, Mrs. Frederic A. Snow, Mrs. Garfield Davis, Mrs. Charles A.
Wells, Mrs. Harold Stewart, Mrs. Warren Kneeland, Miss Frances Clark, Mrs. Josiah E.

Marshall and Mrs. Ralph Emerson.

You've always looked to your Benjamin Moore retailer for great products and great
advice. Well, that's not changing. And now, our newly redecorated store will make
your entire shopping experience even better. You'll find improved lighting, more
helpful signs, and a layout that's easier to get around. We even have lots of helpful
decorating ideas to inspire you and make planning more fun. We'll work with you to
bring your ideas to life. After all, we want you to walk out of here with the confi
dence you need to get the job done right.

£ njam
Y o 1001
rw v ¥
ColorWorks
/4( ) ( )}Z % ( )H \ Y\
PAINT & DECORATING STORES
MAYNARD BURLINGTON CHELMSIORD BEDFORD ACTON
147 Powder Mill Rd 70 Cambridge St 7 Summer St 51 Great Rd 125 Great Rd
Rte, 62) (Rte, 3A) 078-250-9908 §1-275-196 (Rte. 2A)
078-897-3020 81-272-1180 078-203-3374
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Club meeting

The officers of the International Order of Odd Fellows. Date unknown.

ANE DRURY

OURTESY OF

All in the family

The family at 78 High St. poses for a group portrait. Date unknown.
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It starts with a conversation

23 Fletcher Stred [, ChelmsTtorq, MA O (:'1
North Chelmstord, MA 01863

20 Groton Road
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Full steam ahead

The OCRR locomotive pulls into Chelmsford Center in 1890.

PHOTO COURTESY
OF CHELMSFORD
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

All in a
day’s work

The Eben Adams :
store delivery e T
team taken

on Nov. 2, 1939.
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Happy 350,
Chelmsford...

from Merrimack Valley Orthopedics

Dr. Kevin Malone
Orthopedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

ACCEPTING PATIENTS OF ALL AGES
FOR GENERAL ORTHOPEDIC CARE
& SPORTS MEDICINE.

KEVIN MALONE, DO

MERRIMACK VALLEY ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATES
The Medical Offices at Lowell General at Drum Hill
10 Research Place, Suite 203, North Chelmsford, MA 01863

Tel: 978-275-9650

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS

Dear Friends,

This weekend is Memorial Day Weekend. This holiday
weekend marks the beginning of our summer season with
trips to the beach or to the lakes and mountains. There
will be parades and fireworks to entertain the folk. With

all that going on, it is easy to lose sight of the true

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2005

Garrison House
still makes history

By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT
he Garrison House in
South Chelmsftord is
one of the oldest, if
not the oldest remain
ing houses in Chelmsford.

Its architecture is typical of
dwellings erected during the
carly 18th century.

In 1702, Pelatiah Adams Sr.
deeded a relatively small 1ot
next to the road to his sons
Pelatiah Jr. and Thomas

Adams, and the Garrison House

was erected soon after that.

The house stayed in the
Adams family until 1726, when
Benjamin Heywood of Biller-
ica purchased it.

The architecture of this
early settlement house con
tains both superstition and
necessity.

The roofs on many early
two-story houses are absent of
dormer windows, which were
leaking and the lack of insula-
tion made them a burden on
the inhabitants. Also, the night
air was thought to be noxious
a superstition held over from
the Puritan religion. A useful
addition to the Garrison House
was the use of a “lean-to” built
onto the back of the house. It
enlarged the area of the lower
floor, which allowed more
space for the kitchen and
sleeping area.

Along with the Garrison
House on the property the D.
P. Byam blacksmith shop was
moved to the present location

meaning of this holiday weekend.

This weekend is meant for rememberii
relatives and friends. It
weekend, but racher a joyous one reflecting on all the good
times you had with those people who have passed on.

Many pc()plc wish to go to area cemeteries to pay their
respects but have no transportation. Because of this prob-
lem, we are offering such service to local cemeteries at no
charge on Monday, May 30, 2005 from 9:00 to 1:00 p.m.

[f you require a ride to a local cemetery, call us to set up

isn't

a time as accommodations are limited.

106 Middlesex Street * Chelmsford, Massachusetts

978-251-4041

Dolan Funeral Home
takes great pride in being
a part of the Chelmsford
Community since 1974.

1g our deceased

meant (o

James F. Dolan
James F. Dolan, 11

in 1977 Our lives are
extremely different today, as
opposed to the carlier cen
turies

The blacksmith was one of
the most important people in
the community. Without the
blacksmith, a towns person
wouldn't be able to acquire
lorseshoes, door hinges, ha
nesses, hammers, or nails
Wihout the blacksmith, many
ofthe things we take for
granted today, wouldn’t have
beea possible without his skill.

Tae blacksmith shop in
South Chelmsford was owned
an operated by Marcus D.
Byam,and after the Civil War
by his son, Daniel P. Byamn.
Their shop was famous for the
manufacturing and repair of
the famcus blue sleds used by
many inlabitants of Chelims
ford to haul cords of wood
during the winter months.

When Daniel P, Byam died
the building was inherited by
his granddiughter Eleanor
Parkhurst vho donated the
building to the Garrison House
Association ‘or education and
learning programs.

The Garrison House is still
used today for educational
purposes. Every October, sec
ond-grade students go to the
house spending two hours
touring the house, blacksmith
shop, barn, chuming butter,
making soap, dipping candles,
and quilting. In May, school
children visit the grounds for a
live blacksmith demonstration.

Teaching
tricks

A young resident
of 78 High St.
teaches his dog
how to sit up and
beg.

be a somber

Respectfully,

and Staff
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Neighbors

in front of their home at 67 High St. Below, Mr. and Mrs.
Wilfred Greene of North Chelmsford are ready to take a
spin in the steamer car Mr. Greene purchased used in 1912
for $600. The car was built by the Waltham Auto Company.
s Bottom left; Although this picture was taken in the woods
of Maine around 1900, it includes men from Chelmsford.

y Below left, Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Parkhurst around 1889
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From left, Arthur Emerson, Harry Parkhurst and guide
Frank Currier. Bottom right, Mary Stetson Clarke, center,
author of “The Old Middlesex Canal,” visits the Toll House
on the Commons on July 29, 1975, where she is joined by
Janet Lombard and Richard Lahue, president of the
Chelmsford Historical Society.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANI ANE DRURY
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Over 25 years in business & still the best!
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Newbury Street

Services at
Chelmsford Prices

NEW

NOW HERE!
Fantasy Tan Spray
Tanning!

Get the look without harmful effects!

BRENDA SUE
Owner/Founder

o
gift to you...

150/() any spa service

20% o e P AL Ours is different because of

the various color tones.

Coming in July...
* Laser Hair Removal
 Skin Resurfacing

Leader in the Field of:

Electrolysis * Microdermabrasion
Facials < Nails « Skin Care ¢ Body Care
Non-Surgical Face Lifts
Massage Therapy

(978) 256-2343

7 Summer Street, Chelmsford
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-9; Sat. 9-5 « www.ashleypaigedayspa.com

1st time clients only
Some services excluded
Not to be combined with other offers

“Where pampering is not just a word...it’s a way of life.”

4
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HVAC Sales *® Service ® Installation

Commercial * Residential |
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PHOTO COURTESY OF THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Turn-of-the-century Center

This photo by A.J. Emerson of Chelmsford Center was taken from the
hotel block looking up North Road.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Chicken Corner ‘75

On May 8, 1975, the Chelmsford-Westford-Tyngsboro Newsweekly ran
this photo of the Center with a caption describing how a police officer
would direct traffic in Chicken Corner during morning and evening

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS

Chelmsford Center 1983

rush hours.

This aerial shot of the Center appeared in the Chelmsford Newsweekly, March 10, 1983,

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Watch out for those fins

Chelmsford Center is decked out for Election Day 1956.

M R R

Congratulations, Chelmstord!

Residential, Industrial, Comme
Driveways - Sidewalks
Tennis Courts - Basketball Courts
Parking Lots - Roadways

Free Estimates e Fully Insured

Started in 1951
by William E. Belleville Sr. and his wife Margaret
Family Owned and Operated
2nd generation running business

Owner and President Walter E. Belleville along
with his sister & brother in-law
Linda and Peter Decker

[P0 U/ O L 0 SO 0 A S, NP AU RS R - S SPGB S

Mention this ad for our birthday gift for you...

(We value our Senior Citizens!)
F | 15% OFF
~ 19 /0

Residential Paving | Residential Paving
When signed before June 15, 2005 When signed before June 15, 2005
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During the depression, town had own WPA

conard "Lenny™ S
MacElroy was the
first wellare
this town from 1935

agent ton

to 1941

MacEIroy held this office
by appointment of the Board
ol Public Welfare, often dou
bhling as the Board of Select
men. He couldn’t have
worked in a more essential
capacity or at a more rapidly
changing social, political and
cconomic period than the
carly years of President
Franklin Roosevelt's first
ferm

Roosevelt was inangurated
in March of 1933, when the
country was in the midst of
cconomic chaos and the peo
ple were despondent. Unem-
ployment was an overriding
concern.

Roosevelt was seen as a
strong leader. Optimistic,
decisive and, with the help of
the bright young men around
him, called his Brain Trust, he
was ready to take on and
work toward solving the
problems of the day.

The attack on unemploy
ment and poverty by a num
ber of New Deal programs
was well under way when
MacElroy began his work in
19:35.

The Emergency Relief
Administration and the Works
Progress Administration, car
ried out by a local director
independent of, but closely
connected to, the Department
of Public Welfare, was funded
by the federal government
and the local government.

Chelmstord, like other
local communities, provided
material and equipment for
the projects while the govern
ment provided federal grants
for laboi

Origins of deficit spending
The federal grants were
given and needed in such
huge amounts that the old
tradition of balanced budgets
had to be
“deficit spending”

abandoned and
was substi

One project
was deepening
and widening
Beaver Brook

Jrom Central Square

toward Lowell
lo solve a long-
standing pollution
problem.

tuted on the theory that over-
spending in “bad” years
would be made up by the
increased revenue of “good”
vears which this “pump prim-
ing” helped to develop.

With that new theory, the
federal government could not
continue to fund the WPA so
generously. When in 1940
cuts of 59 percent were
made, the burden of aiding
ex-Works Progress employees
fell on Chelmsford and
MacElroy.

Works Progress projects
which were operating before
the MacElroy era included a
wide variety of programs
from repairing and painting
public buildings to construct-
ing and oiling roads, building
sidewalks, laying water pipe
in all the water districts,
building street drainage, con-
trolling gypsy moth infesta-
tion and, for women, sewing.

Some 150 to 200 men were
WPA workers at the height of
that program.

Chelmsford’s New Deal

In 1940, when WPA-fund-
ing was at its lowest ebb,
MacElroy and the selectmen
and the Highway Department
organized the town's own
program which did on a
smaller scale what the WPA
had been doing.

One project was deepening
and widening Beaver Brook
from Central Square toward
Lowell to solve a long-stand-
ing pollution problem.

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS
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The ‘Tramp House’ at the corner of Billerica and Golden Cove roads was a building used to house the many homeless
men who wandered from place to place. Under state law, the town furnished supper, breakfast and a bed.
required to do whatever work they could in return,

Initially, MacElroy's work

included two categories: tem-

porary aid and old age assis-
tance.

Families in the first cate-
gory were provided with all
necessities from groceries,
rent, fuel, water, light, cash
and medicine as well as buri-
als.

These recipients also
received these items as

needed, but grants to individ-

nals were constantly being
increased and eventually all
commodities were elimi-
nated, especially with the
advent of Social Security in
19:35.

The town infirmary at
Golden Cove and Turnpike
roads sheltered many elderly

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRUF

The men were
The house was torn down in the mid-1950s.

poor in the past but was
closed in 1942 as part of the
trend toward de-institutional
ization and also it was eco
nomically unfeasible
Only three residents were
living there at the time. They
were transferred to the West
ford Infirmary and boarded at
town expense
Eleanor Pavkhwrst, the
Chelmsford Independent

CHELMSF( ST 5
Jonathan \l.mnm;, hulll
this farm in I816. In 1872
it became the Town Farm
to provide work for indi
gent Chelmsford residents. [#38
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As a company we‘ve been here about a
quarter century. But as individuais
we’ve been here a lot longer.

Patricia A. DeFreitas, CEO

Richard E. DeFreitas, CFO

automated business controls

“Professional Service With Personal Dedication”

15 Tyngsboro Rd Suite 2C
N Chelmsford MA 01863

tel: (978) 251-3003
fax: (978) 251-3033

WELLES

EMPORIUM
L

Wonderful jewelry,
blown glass, unique women's
clothing, pewter
and pottery.

Gifts for the garden.
Visit us at
The Welles Emporium
You'll be happy you did!
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IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN LOWELL
175 MERRIMACK STREET

(978)-454-4401
SUMMER HOURS: 9:30 - 5§ MON-SAT
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Dedication day

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

1899, the town dedicated the Revolutionary Boulder at Central Square. The
Boulder was a gift from the Molly Varnum Chapter, D.A.R.

Al Wp J,d i s

They chute, they score

sTORICAL SOCIETY

350 YEARS

Oliver Fletcher was

I RSDAY, MAY 26, 2005

first town counsel

liver Fletcher (1708-1761), direct

descendant of William Fletcher at

whose house the first Pablic (Town)

Meeting was held in November 1651
to organize a government for the fledging set
tlement, 1s believed to have been the town's
first lawyer

He handled the town's legal affairs and
cengaged in private practice. He graduated
from Harvard in 1735 and, according to news
paper accounts of the day, received a second
degree in 1738,

Like other members ol
the distinguished Fleteher
family, Oliver Fletcher's
career was notable in many
arcas. He was especially
interested in the early
schools, served as an elected
official for many years, was
appointed Justice of the
Peace for Middlesex County
and represented Chelmsford
at the General Court in
Boston.

In 1750, he was named to
take charge of the schools,
which had had difficulty in
finding and keeping school-
masters. Fletcher tanght
grammar and writing during
most of if not all of the six years
the school system (1750-1756).

At the same time (1751), he was elected a
selectman and Iu\\n clerk, continuing in those
positions in 1752, when he also became the
town moderator. From 1758 to 1761, he was
not only the moderator but represented the
town at the General Court in Boston. In 17622
and 1765, he again was moderator but there-
after left public elective office and concen-
trated on legal matters.

In 1763, Fletcher bought a house

he spent at

IN )SS|

bly looking forward to the time of his marriage

in 1766 to Mrs. Grace Weld, a young widow liy
ing in Roxbury.

The property he acquired was quite exten
sive, but part of it was occupied by a house
built by the town for the Rev. Thomas Clark,
second minister of the Church of Chelmsford,
1677-1704. We don't know whether this house
was the building now known at 4 Bartlett St.,
but it did serve as the Fletcher residence for
Many years.

The former Grace Weld, now Mrs. Fletcher,
was a niece of the Rev. Thomas Weld, first
minister of the church in Tyngsboro. Thomas
Weld Jr. had been appointed schoolmaster in
Chelmsford directly after his graduation from
Harvard (1702) but died suddenly, two vears
later he was a cousin of Grace Weld.

He handled the
town’s legal affairs
and engaged in
private
He graduated from 1827.
Harvard in 1735
and, according to
newspaper accounlts
of the day, received
a second degree in
1738.

Justice and Mrs. Weld had a daughter,
Martha, or Patty, who was born in 1767, Her
father's sudden death in 1771 from what was
called “dumb palsy™ or “apoplexy” came when
the little girl was not vet five years old

She and her mother, as far as we know,
continued to live in their home until 1793
when Patty married her cousin Jabez Hateh
Weld of Plymouth, N where the couple
made their home and had a son. This son mai
ried a worman, whose first name Dorcas, is all
we know about her

\fter Patty’s husband
died, her mother could be
speculated to have gone to
live with her as was the cus
tom of the time. Grace died
; at the age of 85, Patty died
l”.”('/”"" at the age of 60 on July 4,

Grace had given the
Chelmstord property to
Patty, and she had in turn,
deeded it to her daughter-in-
law, Dorcas. Dorcas sold the
property in 1839,

The old home property
wias then owned by a suc-
cession of residents, includ-
ing S. S, Parkhurst, Judah
Wetherbee, John Minot
IFiske, Joel Adams and Joel Adams Bartlett,
whose daughter after marriage lived in the so
called “Pink House” next to the Adams
Library. The library is located on land given
for the purpose of building a library by Joel
Adams Bartlett

All of this gives a sense of immediacy, of
connection between the Justice Fletcher fam
ily and the present day. In addition, a similar
sense of connection comes from following out
the Weld genealogy and finding that it
includes former Gov. William Weld.

But what of Mr. Justice Fletcher, whose
untimely death, in 1771 came while he was a
comparatively yvoung man, married only a few
vears, with a small daughter and a wife only
.".H)q';ll\ul(l"

He was a man whose social position
ranked next to that of the minister and who
enjoyed a professional and personal reputa
tion of the highest degree.

Parson Bridge, in his diary, wrote on Nov.
30, 1771, the day of Fletcher’s death, “This day
died suddenly, Oliver Fletcher, Esq., of this
town. A worthy man, my good neighber and
friend. A great loss is sustained in his death to
the town and to the country, as well as to his
own family and relatives.”

Eleanor Parkhaurst,

The construction of an ice caute at Russell’s Pond, around 1900. the Chelmstord Tndependent
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Celebrating
10 Years In Business
Thank gou to all oarn loyal clicnts
forn thecn continwed fatronage aver
the past 10 yearns...
Oun Stadd.

Raucatin, Cindy, Caral, HNancy,
Babbin, Hune, Subi and Renée

Ford For

U/ I/ alulalior el yaodry

Artisan |
1Giit Baske

(978) 376-9755

iithasket.com
Custom, unique gifts using
your ideas or ours:
W Birthday: W Sympathy
B Weddings =
W Get Well W Holidays
W Gift ltems M Fowers :
B Teachers W Craduations
Greater L(M(Il (I( In( DA is free! |

CHELMSFORD

FROM ALL OF US
AT THE

Dancce,

e Trixe,
7‘14«.

Spring into a New Look...

Anniversary Celebration

New Baby

cduring our

Save 10% Off

g Any Service

187 Chelmsford Street through May 30
978.256.7511 adiat lme oi ienvice

30/05

Must have

Expjres 5/

Call 978.251.7600
for an appointment
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e Come Ussst Our /louse!!
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Chelmsford Country Club
Monday, June 6th anytime between 5-9pm

beautifully appointed

‘r:IH'Hl FOOIs Enter to Win And a See our new spring gift line including
. . a Free Product Basket *no purchase \a Fusion Glass, PlumBrook Tableware,
I)ll\“l" ““'"lllvlg Foomms Haircut value $100 IKL)(‘.IWI')' : Beaded Purses, Baby [tems

& Home Accents!!
Free Admission and Appetizers!!

it with vou!

to enter

banquet rooms 5 Tyngshoro Road

Vinal Square W acean)
North Chelmsford, MA 01863 [

ish and Carry.,.take
MC/S, check and cash!
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Along for the ride

The F..J. Whittemore carriage manufacturers on North Road.

Parade day

This is a horse and float waiting for the start of the July 4,

1907 Parade belonged to the Eban Adams Groceer.

Humble beginnings

An earlier incarnation of St. Mary’s Church on North Road
and Fletcher Street.
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Wishes to
acknowledge
and thank
the people of
Chelmsford for
their support,
volunteerism
& pride in
making ours
one of the best!

“A resource for
all generations”

978-251-8692

THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Connection to the phone

By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT
helmsford is a town laden with
a rich historical background.
Many famous people have
come and gone from this town.
[veryone knows that Alexander Graham
Bell invented the telephone, but does
anyone know about his wife, Mabel Hub
bard?

Mabel Hubbard was Alexander’s inspi-
ration to invent the telephone among
other things.

Hubbard, in 1866 enrolled three pupils
into the first school for the deaf in the
United States. The method used to teach
the students was purely oral, using a sys-
tem of articulation and lip-reading. From
these methods of teaching, Alexander
Graham Bell was able to visualize the
vibrations of speech coming from the
mouths of deaf children. The school felt
that sign langnage was isolating the deaf
people rather than helping them to com-
municate in a normal way. The methods
Mabel and Alexander Bell discovered
helped to integrate the handicapped,
rather than isolate them.

His experiments led to use of vibra-
tions, and eventually spawned the tele-
phone. Bell obtained his first patent for
the telephone in 1876. This eventually

created Bell telephone company which
was then renamed AT&T

Mabel Hubbard wasn't always deal
Born on Nov. 25 1857, in Boston, antibi
otics were not yet available to fight the
inflammation contracted from Scarlet
Fever. Mabel contracted the disease
when she was five years old, and the
infection spread to her inner car causing
major damage. Mabel, at age 16 began to
attend speech lessons taught by then
Aleck Bell. Ten vears her elder, Aleck
began to fall in love. They got engaged
and were soon married in 1875, Mabel
had an ear for the rhythim of words.
Mabel made some suggestions to Aleck
about his name, first of which was to
drop the “K", and to use his full name on
everything official. Alexander Graham
Bell took her suggestions and changed
his name, to the name we are familiar
with today.

Mabel's father owned and edited the
National Geographic Society Magazine,
founded in 1888, Aleck became the presi
dent of the magazine, but it fought to
maintain subscribers and a steady
income for Bell, Mabel made a few sug
gestions like adding more photos, and
stories to accompany the photos. Soon,
the publication became one of the most
acclaimed magazines worldwide, known

for its stunning photography

The couple had a fear that if they had
children they may turn out deaf. This
never ocenrred. Mabel became a mother
in 1880 to Daisy and Elsie. Mabel was a
supporter of the Woman's Suffrage move
ment, and in 1910 Mabel and her daugh-
tors marched down Pennsylvania Avenue
i Washington .(

Alexander contracted diabetes in
1920, He later contracted a blood disease
and died in 1922, at the age of 75, Mabel
mourned her husband’s death, but
attempted to occupy herself as best she
could. Mabel took initiative to organize
her late hushand's notes for a biography
on his life. Being savvy in science, she
attempted to continue some of his other
innovations such as experiments with a
hydrofoil, and some flying machine
designs. Her life was cut short only five
months after Alexander died. Mabel con
fracted pancreatic cancer, and died in
1923, Mabel was buried next to her hus-
bhand at their summer residence in
Canada

Mabel was a remarkable woman
despite her disability. She made tremen-
dons strides in the education of deaf chil
dren and adults. Coming from Chelms-
ford, she leaves the mark of pride on her
home town, and history

Wilson Hotel welcomed visitors

Hotel, from Page 9
and, briefly, as a dress shop.

The days of a post office within a
confectionery store are long gone, and
only memories of Sweetser's Market
with its sawdust covered floor, its bar-
rels of Malaga grapes packed in saw-
dust, the great sides of beef from which
a customer’s order was cut, and the
straw-hatted, white-aproned employees

are kept by a few individuals. The livery

stable, which became an automobile
shop and then a shop selling all sorts of
odd articles, useful and ornamental or
merely “different” perhaps leftovers
from the auction business of the propri-
etor. The automobile space was divided
up with a part devoted to a law office
and the rest a natural food store, later a
hairdresser's salon.

Recycling of space is not new as
shown by the great number of variety
of stores that have occupied the street
floor of “the old hotel.” Inside, it has
remained for the most part a rooming-

“The old hotel” is a
monument to the
businessmen of the 1880s
and later who saw in il
an opportunily to serve
the public in ways that
changed with changing
conditions

boarding house, now an apartment
house, but at the turn of the century,
the Misses Philips, two maiden ladies
from Richmond, Vt., arrived, took
rooms there and while one was “a
skilled dressmaker” the other was “pro
ficient in the musical art™ and perhaps
gave singing or piano lessons truly
genteel pursuits. There had been an ice
cream parlor there, too, run by the
enterprising Mrs. Simons who felt sure

that the residents approved that use of
space to having “a liquor saloon.” And
at one time abont when the garage
across the street now destroyed by fire
two other ladies, Mrs.
Hemenway and Mrs. Hagerman offered
excellent baked goods for sale in the
lower front right hand room

[ nder the
painting, the encasing of the round iron
columns with wooden frames to
enhance there
will be little change in outward appear
ance, except for a welcome uniformity

was built

new owner, aside from

a more Colomal look

of business signs. “The old hotel™ is a
monument to the businessmen of the
1880s and later who saw incit an oppou
tunity to serve the public in ways that
changed with changing conditions (the
railroad, the summer tourists, the ca
1'1\

on), as well as to

riagd automobile garage
ke a living for the
Hteresting

families. It represents an

chapter in the social and economi

tory of the town

Keystone
Montessori School

fostering self-esteem
through independence and
a love of learning

.

< Preschool through grade six

o,

< Outstanding Montessori trained staft

“ A diverse and welcoming community
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.

studies, art, music, foreign language
within a challenging academic program.

o~

OCCS licensed.

Diplomate: Ameri
Success and mastery create confidence !.Hu-.-! he R
and motivate learning. ( iml I' ’:le‘;l«\”;\ ’
Come see why Montessori is oA
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Come Join
Other Families

From The Area

Selected openings available
in our Preschool, Kindergarten,
& Elementary (Grades 1st-6th)
Classes for the 2005-2006

School Year.

73 Princeton Street, North Chelmsford

078 251-2929 e

< Excellence in Montessori education

» Beautiful classrooms and tacilities

» Weaves conflict resolution, cultural

¢ American Montessori Society affiliate.

www. keystoneschool.com
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When winter was always welcomed
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the residents of
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vith 10 or 12 times that num
o today, and winter meant a
velcome relief from sum

ners farm work
\ farmer then plowed,

mted, tended his crops and
irvested them il the sun and
un had been favorable dur
while
s wife cooked three large
not only for hei

s the growing season

weals a day

nnmediate tamily of husband

imnd several children = but
ften an elderly aunt or a
randparent, mother-in-law,
plus the inevitable group of
elatives from the city who
rrived for long stays to enjoy
sh air, good cooking, rest
| hours swinging in a ham-
1ock or rocking on the porch
nd, all in all, visiting the

nes and family atmosphere

Fletcher

By Tom Groves

1 is a little known fact

that there is a form of

granite that is named

after the town of Chelms-
ord. In fact, it's called Chelms-
ford Granite. This particular
cranite is of a fine to medium
arain intermixed with small
black flecks. It is known as a
subtly beautiful and enduring

stone worldwide.

The Fletcher Granite Com-
pany was founded in 1881 by
Herbert E. Fletcher. The West
Chelmsford site where Mr.
Fletcher originally put down
roots is where the company
can be located today. The com-
pany has progressed amazingly
from the original pine tree
boom used to lift the rocks
from the quarry, and the team
of oxen used to drag the stone
to be cut. Today, the site is lit-
tered with cranes and other
heavy machinery to move the

NDENI

of their childhood. The ‘eity
cousins’ usually brought then
children along, which was an
additional way of making sure
that they became acquainted
with their ‘country cousins.’
(when they could be spared
from the work in the field o
the kitchen.) There was also
time for playing croquet, toi
singing, and for talking, but
summer was not seen by farm
folks as much more than a
hot, busy season

Winter, on the other hand,
meant some rest fronm sum
mer activities. The livestock
had to be cared for, of course,
and harnesses for the horses
had to be mended and tools
sharpened or repaired, wag
ons repaired and, perhaps,
most important of all, it the
weather permitted, a trip or
two to Lowell, for some
wifely shopping by the lady of
the house who might need
cloth for aprons and dresses,
varn for knitting, pots and
pans for the kitchen, and

Granite

massive stones.

The company is not only
located on Groton Road in
Chelmsford. They have busi
ness offices in New York City
and Washington D.C,

The rocks hefted from this
and other local quarries are
used in different applications
such as granite curbing, bridge
facings, building stone, monu-
ment bases, grave markers,
house veneer, paving blocks,
rip-rap, crushed stone, poultry
grits, super-granites soil
amender, stone for dams and
water supply, flagstone, indus-
trial surface plates, paper rolls,
mill stones, jetty stone, slope
paving, and sea wall stone. The
number of applications goes
on an on. Chelmsford Granite
been used for almost every-
thing. However most of these
obscure uses only make up
about 10 percent of their total
sales. The majority of their
business is in granite curbing.

18A Chelmsford

Chelmsford, MA 01824
www.shopyourstruly.com
978-256-0044

Visit our charming boutique for
professionally printed and custom
invitations, announcements and
unique favors for any occasion

Street (Rte. 110)
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In winter, the
horses had to be shod, with
special attention to the sharp
ening of parts of their shoes

other items

which would give good foot
ing on snowy roads — so there
would be at least one visit to
the blacksmith. And always
there was the excitement fon
the children
of seeing the
sleighs taken
out from then
storage places
and the thrill
ol the first
rides. Large:
sleds for can
ryving cord
wood
appeared, their back and
front sleds made of heavy oak
shod with iron and usually
painted blue. Finally, there
was the fun of watching the
men cutting ice on Baptist
Pond with long heavy saws
the ice being at least two feet
thick. Some of the ice would
be cut into manageable cakes

used In

The Fletcher Granite Com
pany and Chelmsford Granite
are used in such prominent
locations as the Boston Post
Office and the steps of the
Supreme Court Building in
Washington D.C. Chelmsford
Granite is also seen everyday
by the citizens of Chelmsford.
Next time traffic backs up on
Routes 3, 4, 110, 129 and 128
take a look out the window
and try to notice the granite
curbing. It’s there.

The H.E. Fletcher Company
is also a company that cares
about its employees and cus-
tomers. It is a company that is
always striving to give the cus-

tomer a better product for less.

Chelmsford has gained
prestige almost every where
due to a rock. The rocks that
build our buildings, line owm
sidewalks and highways, and
mark our graves. Chelmsford
arantte i1s a constant and per
manent part of everything it

Without doubl
the snowstorms of
those days were
neuch heavier and
more frequent than
those of today.

for the farmers to carry back
to their own icchouses
attached to the farm build
ings, to be buried in sawdust
insulation retched over from
the sawmill, to await sum
mer's heat

Chelmstord at the end ol
the century and a little later
had a number
ol icehouses
belonging to
out-of-town
1ce companies
ke the
Boston lce
Company and
the Daniel
Grage Com
pany of Low
cll. Tee to fill the buildings
was first sawed into cakes
and put on an endless chain
mechanism which carried
them into the building where
they were removed by men
with sharp hooks and piled
between sawdust layers, until
they would be taken out and
carried by wagons up the

down city streets months
later. A representative display
ol lce-cutting equipment is
shown to the public when the
Garrison House Barn is open
during the summen

Without doubt the snow
storms of those days were
much heavier and more fre
quent than those of today. The
cost ol “breaking out the
roads” was always a large
dxpenditure item in the Town
Reports of those days, and
gangs ol men with wooden
snow shovels played an
important part, along with the
horses who plunged ahead
nto the snow dragging a snow
roller, the wooden equivalent
of today's steam roller, which
packed the snow on the road,
or the heavy plows which wee
hanled through the drifts to
pack the snow down. Some
times shovelers had to push
the plow, too, and lead the
horses to encourage them to
pull harder. A smaller version
of the street plow was the

Chelmsford Granite in the proces of being quarried.

touches. Even outside Chelims
ford the pride that the town
has is left written in stone,

:e‘, Galleria

Day Spa

Diana, Helen, & Catherine would like to welcome
both new and existing clients to come in and
enjoy some of the spring time savings!

Happy 350th
Chelmsford

Pedicures

WOWI!

$290()

Receive a FREE Scalp Massage
when you book a Chemical
Service with Jessie DelJesus

Fre-purchase 4 of the same waxing
service with Sue and
receive the Dth one

FREE

Full Set
Acrylic

Only

o V-

NA receive

Pook any Hair Service
with Jessie DeJesus
and Lisa Stark

15%
Off

345 North Road * North Chelmsford, MA 01863
978-251-1110

An aerial view of the quarry.

Wind power
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sidewalk plow made of oak
and drawn by one horse, fol
lowed by a man who pushed,
cncouraged and shoveled the
way along, Following him, il
the sidewalk was in danger of
becoming slippery, came a
man with and iron shovel full
of sand which he pushed out
on the sidewalk, refilling it
from a cart or sled drawn
along the road by another
horse

The railroad
operating, and the trolley can
line when it was buailt and
came out from Lowell, had
their own heavy plows run by
clectricity, but this was much
later than the age of the
wooden plow and the wooden

when it was

shovel.

With all this activity, was
the farmer's winter still a
relief from summer work?
Indeed it was, but how the
townspeople relaxed in win
ter is another story.

Eleanor Parkhurst,
the Chelmsford Independent

buildings worldwide
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This photo of the windmill across the road from the
Bartlett mansion was taken sometime in 1895 or 1896,
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Community win
for the fine arts

By Anne Marie Messier
SPECIALTO THE INDEPENDENT

t has become more appar-

fent than ever that
- Chelmsford is a commu-

. nity rich in talent and cul-
ture. The Chelmsford Cultural
Council recently unveiled its
‘Invest in Culture’ campaign, a
project to raise funds for
future culture related projects.
The council sent out invita-
tions to arts- minded residents
and local cultural focused
organizations to donate tick-
ets, artwork or related cultural
items for their ‘Baskets of Cul-
ture’ fundraiser. The response
has been overwhelming and is
a wonderful example of how
local artists and organizations
work together to support the
growth of cultural projects for
the Chelmsford community.

Variety is clearly the theme
of the donations the council
has received to date. Artwork
in the form of paintings, jew-
elry, textiles and pottery are
just a few of the handcrafted
items that have been donated.

Coupled with that are items
that represent theater and
musical performances, gift cer
tificates for personal services
or a variety of goods which
represent the traditions and
culture of our region. The
donations are arranged into
baskets, each representing a
theme or a simple mixed pre-
sentation of the variety the
arts community can bring to
each of our lives.

Raffle tickets are on sale
now. Two baskets will be on
display and raffled off during
the Memorial Day Birthday
Celebration weekend. Raffle
tickets can also be purchased
during the Fourth of July fes-
tivities. To get a sneak peek at
some of the donated items,
check out www.chelms-
ford350.com.

Donations are still welcome
— if you have goods or ser-
vices that you would like to
contribute to the baskets or if
you would like to buy raffle
tickets, please contact Sheila
Schultz.

PHOTO

COURTESY

Hawthorn pitches in

The staff at Hawthorn Suites decided to take part in the
Chelmsford Art Society’s “Art on the Common” project
and decorated a few of the wooden pitcher cut-outs. Jes-
sica MacPherson, who lives in town, was the main artist on
“Pitcher Yourself at Hawthorn Suites.” All the pitchers
that residents decorated will be displayed on the Com-

mons on Saturday, May 28.

CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS
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Community project for 350th

By Anne Marie Messier
SPECIALTOTHFE INDEPENDENT
hat will happen
when hundreds
of Chelmsford
residents gather
with paint, markers and their
imagination?  Well, there is
really only one way to find
out. Join in on the fun with
the staff of Lowell's Revolv-
ing Art Museum on Sunday,
May 29, on the Town Com-
mon from 1 to 3 p.m. and
watch a truly unique commu-
nity art project emerge right
before your eyes
It all starts with a few sim-
ple questions. What does
Chelmsford mean to you?
How would you represent
vourself, a friend or family
member or a town landmark?
The combined response to
these questions will lead to
the creation of a one-of-a-
kind birthday gift to the
town, and rumor has it, one
of the most unique floats our
parade has ever seen.
The Chelmsford Cultural
Council is funding this pro-

ject through a cultural grant

and began discussions with
the Revolving Museum in
September of 2004, When
Jerry Beck, artistic director
for the museum, was first
approached about creating a
community art project to cel-
ebrate the town's 350th, he
was thrilled.

“We love being a part of
birthday parties. The word
art is even in party! It is an
honor to participate in the
great town of Chelimsftord’s
350th. We look forward to
making art with as many peo-
ple as possible and having a
fun and creative day that
everyone will remember.”

The Revolving Museum's
public artists Nora Valdez
and Matthew Terry will lead
this unique public art project.

The Museum will provide
all the necessary art supplies
as well as the physical back-
drop of the project. This sur-
prise structure will be over

s,
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Tanning restrictions apply and quantities are limited

Call today and make
an appointment for your
FREE session and sample.
($13.00 Value)

b

to the first 350 only. Call today to make@n appointment.
ad to redeem the free offers and ’

& FREE Sample

Happy 350" Birthday Chelmsford! In keeping with the birthday theme, the first
350 people to bring in this ad will receive our gift to you, a FREE tanning session
and a FREE sample of Designer Skin including their exciting new lotions for 2005.
Everyone redeeming this offer is automatically entered to win a free tanning

package and full bottle of Designer Skin. (Must bring in this ad to participate)

h! enter
®
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Into our drawing.
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Clockwise from bottom: Darlene Gossement, Alex Roark, Shannon Roark, Katherine
Tang, Danielle Couture and Andrew Duncan, a workshop artist with the Revolving

Museum, pitch in.

six feet tall and will provide
the ‘canvas’ for participants
of all ages to decorate with
their ideas and inspirations.

The project was recently
launched by a team of 23 res-
idents of all ages who were
invited to meet at the
museum on Saturday, April
16, to get things started and
begin what the larger com-
munity will eventually finish.

Heidi Novack, a sixth-
grader at the Murdoch Mid-
dle Public Charter School
said “It's awesome because
you get to express yourself
and represent the history of
Chelmsford in a really fun
way!”

Don’t miss out on this
once-in-a-lifetime chance to
participate in a 350th com-
munity project.

In the event of rain, this
project will be moved to the
Old Town Hall.

Brianna Pare and Julia Messier, both sixth graders at
McCarthy Middle School, put their personal touch on the
art project.

Relax in the area’s finest
tanning room, featuring
our new Classic 600 &
Ambition tanning beds
from Ergoline, the #1
Manufacturer in the
World of Professional
Tanning Equipment!

i

Exclusively featuring Sun Capsule booths

with our (10-minute) VHR, the very popular

(9-minute) Cyclone, and now the area's
only (7-minute) SuperSonic

“The Deepest, Darkest Tan
On The Planet In 7-Minutes
Or Less" - Sun Capsule
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CEO Thom Clark surrounded by the Saints Memorial team

Quality Recognitions Leading Technology

¢ Outstanding JCAHO Survey ¢ Primary Angioplasty

(Joint Commission on Accreditation .
, ey, B ¢ The Center for Weight
of Healthcare Organizations) Management

¢ An(.)ther B.ond R.aTmfg Upgrade ¢ Bone & Joint Center
¢ Patients First Initiative ¢ Vascular Center

¢ Secretary of Defense Employer
Support Freedom Award Winner ¢ Endovascular AAA Surgery
¢ Carotid Stents

¢ Prevention Institute Wellness
Programs ¢ Kyphoplasty Spine Surgery

¢ ICED Program - (Improving Care Via ¢ Chemo Embolizations
Electronic Documentation) :
¢ Sinus Surgery

- p(;g;grr?ler Acclaimed Service ¢ PACS (Computerized Radiology) ‘?;

¢ Digital Mammography i
¢ PET CT Scan

¢ Primary StroRe Service

We would like to thank all members of the Saints family for a job
well done - our physicians, nurses, employees, donors,
volunteers, and our patients for their unwavering support.

For over 100 years
Saints Memorial Medical Center has led the way in offering
quality health care for the MerrimacR Valley
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One Hospital Drive, Lowell, MA 01852 978-458-141 | 1 ~ENTER
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