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Images of Chelmsford's history, clockwise from top: 
photo of Chelmsford Center taken by A.J. Emerson from the hotel block 
showing the common and the Old Town Hall; Nathaniel Winship and fam­

ily, circa 1882; the Littleton School in 1883; “After The limit,” circa 
1900, by photographer A..I. Emerson, whose glass negatives make up a 
large part of the Historical Society’s collection; the courtyard of the 
Canada Dry Ginger Ale Co., taken October of 1937; the Albert Davis 

House, next to the former Town Hall on Chelmsford Common. This was 
taken during the town's 250th celebrations; Nettie liyaiu poses as a milk 

maid iii the barn at tin* Old Heywood (Garrison) House, circa 1900.
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Birthday weekend events
Thursday, May 26

Bonnie Wilder will present 
at program at the Community 
Center titled “Early American 
Children's Games and Songs." 
Sign-up required. Cheek out 
the Web site at www.chelMS- 
rord350.com

Friday, May 27
Celebrate our town’s birth­

day in style! Attend our Cele­
brations Ball at the Chelmsford 
Public Library. There will be 
music and dancing upstairs 
with Dick DeFreitas and his 
jazz quartet; downstairs enjoy 
“Chelmsford's own piano man," 
Jon Mansfield mid Tricia Ger­
vais. This event will be catered 
by Bianco’s Catering. Spon­
sored by the 350th Social Activ­
ities Committee. For tickets 
mid more information contact 
Marian Currier at 078-250-5289.

Sat urday, May 28
Canoes mid kayak events at 

Mill Pond, sponsored by the 
Chelmsford Land Conservation 
Trust. Meet at 10 a.m. at the 
Warren Wildlife Sanctuary. Park- 
ingat the end of .Janet Road 
next to Thanksgiving Forest.

Bring canoe or kayak, pad­
dles and life preserver.
Rebecca Markey and members 
of the Chelmsford Land Trust 
will lead a flotilla down Russell 
Mill Pond. Come learn more 
about this little-known water 
way in Chelmsford.

We're throwing a town-wide 
birthday party on the Common 
on Saturday, May 28th! Music 
begins at 1 p.m. with the 
Chelmsford Community Band 
mid tlie Chelmsford High 
School Band. A giant cake (cre­
ated by Flaky Pastry Bakery) 
will be cut at 3 p.m. The

Chelmsford Art Society will pre­
sent "Ai1 on the Common." This 
spectacular birthday patty will 
he free and open to the public. 
There will be an exhibit of die 
decorated pitchers. The First 
Parish and die Central Baptist 
Churches will sell refreshments. 
Later in the evening take in a 
"Drive-in" movie (“The Wizard 
of Oz") at the McCarthy 
School's field. Gales open at 
7:30 p.m.; movie begins at 8:30 
p.m. Free. (Rain date for movie 
Sunday, May 29).

Sunday, May 2!)
The party continues on the 

town common from 1 to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, with more “Art on 
the Common." The Revolving 
Museum from Lowell will make 
a visit and lead artists of all 
ages in a special 350th art pro­
ject fit for a parade float! This 
program is supported in part by 
a grant from t he Chelmsford 
Cultural Council, a local agency 
which is supported by the 
Massachusetts Cultural Coun­
cil, a state agency. At 1:30 p.m. 
magic show and animal bal­
loons. Face painting sponsored 
by die Chelmsford Schools’ 
Foundation. Take part in an 
interactive mural sponsored by 
tlie Chelmsford Art Center.. All 
events are free.

Monday, May 30
Tlie Memorial Day Parade 

will be held in North Chelms­
ford for this special town cele­
bration. It begins at 10 a.m.

Meet the Garrison House 
Families. Learn about the fami­
lies who lived in tlie Garrison 
House — their work, their 
clothing, their food and fun. 
Demonstrations and interac­
tive activities, 2 to 5 p.m.

Chelmsford celebrates 
350 years of history
A special section celebrating Chelmsford’s 
350th anniversary, noting some of the people 
and places that make tlie town special.

Kathleen Cordeiro, Editor in chief
Kevin Zimmerman, Editor
Jennifer Martinage, Special sections editor
Ann Ringwood, Photographer
Beatrice Friedman, Retail sales representative
Patricia Capobianco, (’overdesign

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE CHELSMFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Town's 250th birthday
Residents promenade past the Old Town Hall during Chelmsford’s 250th birthday celebration.

Happy 350th birthday Chelmsford

T
lie Chelmsford Independent con­
gratulates tlie town of Chelmsford 
on its historic 350th anniversary. 
Everyone who lives here knows what a 

special community it is with its lush green 
spaces, superior schools, thriving'fcusiness 
sector and its unparalleled town services.

In this special section, we chronicle 
tlie town's growth from its rustic and sim­
ple beginnings when it was incorporated 
as a plantat ion on May 29, 1655, to its 
modem stat ure today as a place where 
people want to live and eqjoy its cult ure, 
heritage and bright outlook for the future.

We would like to thank our contribu­
tors and consultants to this special sec­
tion: Tom Groves, contributing writer;

Anne Marie Messier, Chelmsford Cultural 
Council; Kathy Cryan-Hicks, Chelmsford 
Public Library; Judy Fichtenbaum, the 
Chelmsford Historical Society, who with 
Staff Photographer Ann Ringwood spent 
hours shifting through tlie society's pho­
tograph collection; Jane Drury, who 
offered much guidance and an eye for 
historical detail; and finally, former 
Chelmsford Newsweekly editor Eleanor 
Parkhurst.

Parkhurst was the daughter of 
Thomas and Ednali (Byam). To quote 
Eleanor, they were “lifelong residents of 
this town and members of two of 
Chelmsford’s earliest families. The settle­
ment of Chelmsford in tlie 1650s was not

an isolated event as tlie prevailing con­
centration on tlie local scene might seem 
to indicate. It was, instead, a single 
thread woven firmly into tlie fabric of 
colonial and even world history. Failure 
to take some account of this larger fabric 
foreshortens unnecessarily our historical 
perspective and understanding. These 
articles are for (lie most part planned to 
broaden and deepen the appreciation of 
our local history by providing glimpses of 
people and affairs which greatly influ­
enced Chelmsford’s beginnings and 
development, but which operated at vari­
ous distances in time and space from the 
familiar territorial limits of the town."

- Kevin Zimmerman

Great Loan and Deposit Rates • Legendary Service • Flexible Mortgage Financing

A Better Way of Banking...

... right in your own backyard

You can bank at IDCll if you live, work, or attend school in Middlesex or Essex counties, the cities or towns of 
Fitchburg, Leominster, I larvanl, Lunenburg or Lancaster, or the New I lampshire counties of I lillsborough or Rockingham

i

http://www.chelMS-rord350.com
http://www.chelMS-rord350.com
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The town of Chelmsford from the beginning
Iteliiisfonl was incor­
porated as a planta­
tion May 29, 1655, 
and was first men­

tioned as a town May 14, 1656.
It did not originally bound 

on the Merrimack River, its 
northeastern corner being one 
mile from what is now the city 
of Lowell, sonth ol'the Paw­
tucket Canal.

It was bounded on the east 
by the Indian land known as 
Pawtucket; on the south by 
Patuxel Stake on the Concord 
River; on the southwest by 
Indian lands called Tadnmck 
or Zadmuek (now West ford) 
and on the northwest by com­
mon, unoccupied lands.

On May 14, 1656, on petition 
of the inhabitants of Chelms­
ford, the Rev. Mr. Eliot, repre­
senting the Indian lands, this 
territory was extended north to 
the Merrimack River, one mile 
at its northeastern corner, three 
miles at its southwestern cor­
ner and west to the Groton line.

This three mile extension 
appears to move the northern 
boundary as far as the present 
southern line of Tyngsboro, 
although a strip of land about 
one and one-half miles wide 
and situated north of this line 
was settled and owned by Col. 
John Tyng of Chelmsford, mak­
ing the northern boundary of 
Chelmsford very nearly coin­
cide with the southern bound­
ary of Dunstable. No record 
has been found, however, of 
this grant to John l\ng.

A small part of Chelmsford, 
including the estate of David 
Parker was set off to Carlisle 
as incorporated, April 28, 1780. 
A portion of this area was set 
back to Chelmsford, March 1, 
1783, but was re-annexed to 
Carlisle, Feb. 17, 1865.

On Sept. 23, 1729, the west 
precinct of Chelmsford was 
incorporated as Westford.

On March 1,1826, the north­
eastern pal, bounding on the 
Merrimack aid Concord rivers, 
was incorporated as the town of 
Lowell. Another portion was set 
off to Lowell, May 18, 1874; this 
act was accepted by the city of

Dwell, June 23, aid took effect, 
Aug. 1 of the sane year.

In 1820, Feb. 1, the General 
Court passed an act by which a 
number of the citizens of East 
Chelmsford, were — for 
parochial purposes — set off 
front Chelmsford to Pawtuck- 
etville society. They were “to 
enjoy all the parochial privi­
leges of the society and pay 
their proportion of all neces­
sary charges that may arise for 
such purposes."

There were 31 names set off 
in this act. Chelmsford took 
formal action in 1708, when it 
voted “that Drawcutt shall not 
vote in Chelmsford."

From Chelmsford, England
The town was named for 

Chelmsford, England, an old 
town about 29 miles from Lon­
don in the County of Essex, 
and containing a population of 
13,000.

It was named for the 
Chelmer River which flows 
through it.

Chelmsford, Mass., was 
undoubtedly named, in accor­
dance with the custom of the 
time, for the town in England 
which had been the former 
home of some of the promi­
nent settlers.

An examination of a tran­
script of St. Maiy’s parish regis­
ter, Chelmsford, England, in 
1902, shows that there were in 
the old mother town, between 
1538 and the time of the settle­
ment of this town, families or 
individuals bearing the names 
Adams, Butterfield, Spaldyng, 
Chamberlyne. Fletcher, Parker, 
Warren and Purkis — possibly 
Parkhurst — names that have 
been prominent in the affairs of 
the town mid its offshoots from 
its earliest days to the present.

Chelmsford is the only town 
of that name in the United 
States. There is, however, a 
Chelmsford in Ontario, and 
another in Northumberland 
County, New Brunswick.

— Eleanor Parkhurst, 
Chelmsford Tercentenary Edi­
tion, the Chelmsford 
News meekly.

Mt. 7 PLAN OF C1IKI.MHFOND FltuM URHItH H COUNTY ATI.AH, 1875

From 1895 to 1915 a hundred Iuhim** or morn have twn erected in the 
Centre Village shown In part on the left of this map. The other 

villagra In the Town have grown in proportion The Town Hall 

has Itecn built on the vacant lot lietwnen the railroad and the bouse 

of Mias M F,. Hichnnluon, All Saints* Church stands where the 

words "Eplsc. Roe." are on the map. the Congregational Church 

in on the laud marked “(J. P. Wlrm anil Sintersthe Central 

Block, Itelow the bonne of Mr*. E. W. Finite; and the largo fireproof 

building of the Chelmsford spring Company, above the mill [wind 

on tho lot marked "I). Perham The Adnnui Library nccuplen the 

southern part of the lot marked "Ite-i of .1. A Bartlett”

MAPS FROMTHE CHELMSFORD NEWSWEEKLY
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Welcome to Laughto
71st Annual Open Ho 

and Spring Sale.
The Open House and the Spring Sale are a “Right of Spring” 

at Laughton’s. The right plants at the right price. Come in today!

Season Openers 
Thuja “Emerald Green 
$39.99 5’-6’ Tall

Largest Selection 
of trees 
and shrubs 
in the
Merrimack Valley.

5 Varieties of Mulch. Put the fin­
ishing touch to your landscaping!

Dirt Cheap! Our very own 
Rich Compost. Buy 3 yards 
get the 4th FREE!

Patio Tomatoes 
Special $9.99 

(while thej

Annual Tray of 8 6 packs 
Reg. $15.99

Mix & Match Special! $12.99

Potting Bench, 
garden tools, 
and much 
more!

Gift Certificates lor that Pots, pots and more pots!
special gardener!

‘Cal” Laughton Florist, Garden Center & Nursery
Open 7 Days: Monday thru Sat. 8-6* Sun. 8-5
155 Princeton Street, North Chelmsford, MA (978)-251-4001

Visit our web site: www.laughtonnursery.com
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Changes at the Chelmsford Ginger Ale building
zoning change on 
l.iiIleton Komi 
approved by Town 
Meeting cleared Ihe

way I'oi a modestly-sized, 
Colonial type mail, occupying 
Ihe site once widely known as 
The t helmslord (iinger Ale 
(dinpany.

The first business set np 
lien', situated between the 
railroad and the cemetery, 
was the Byfield Manufactur­
ing ( otnpany. maker of knit­
ting machinery, owned by 
John By held ol ( hclmsford 
who erected a brick building 
for the purpose in 1SS7. ()per- 
ations began early in 1888; a 
few years later Mr. Byfield left 
the company and moved to 
the building's second floor, 
where he set np the Beaver 
Mannfactniing Company, (a 
name no doubt adopted 
because of the proximity of 
llic business to nearby Beaver 
Brook) producer of knitted 
goods In 1803, Ihe building 
hunted down and was left 
empty for some years.

Some information about 
tlie individuals involved in this 
and later business ventures

A Chelmsford Ginger Ale delivery 
truck.

must he included here. Mr. 
Byfield had married Miss S. 
Jennie Armstrong sometime 
before beginning the knitting 
machinery business. She had 
come Io Chelmsford front her 
home in St. Mary's, Ontario, 
Canada. Site died in January, 
1888. Sometime before, how­
ever, her brother Christopher 
(ieorge Armstrong, had 
become a salesman for the 
B.vlield enterprise after serving 
in tlie Canadian forces during 
the Kiel Rebellion (1895) ami 
spending it year in Australia to 
restore his health, lie returned 
by way of the Suez Canal, 
completing a circle of the 
globe, lie married Mary Hen­
dricks Hallett of Sussex, New 
Brunswick, and set up a 
millinery simp itt Goderich,
(hitario. After the shop 
hurtled, the Armstrongs went 
back to Sussex where Mr. 
Armstrong joined his brother- 
in-law itt establishing the Sus­
sex Ginger Ale Company 
which epjoyed a long and prof­
itable existence; nevertheless, 
Mr. Armstrong wished to 
return to Chelmsford and to 
form his own ginger ale com­

pany. Mrs. Arm­
strong, too, had her 
reasons for coming 
to Chelmsford, for 
she was the grand­
daughter of the Rev 
John Parkhurst of 
this town and many 
relatives lived here.

Mr. Armstrong 
found an excellent 
source of water for 
iris company's prod­
ucts in one of the 
many springs around 
Robin’s Hill; one was 
near the railroad 
tracks and could eas­
ily Ire piped down 
beside tire tracks to 
the plant, which had 
been the old Byfield 
company’s location. 
The Chelmsford 
Spring Company 
(later The Chelms­
ford Ginger Ale Com­
pany) opened in

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIET ,

A 1937 photo of the courtyard of the Canada Dry Ginger Ale Co, makers of Chelmsford Ginger Ale.

1901; it maintained connec­
tion with the Sussex company 
fora short time but then 
became independent, produc­
ing ginger ale and Old English 
ginger beer. The ginger beer 
was sold in stone bottles 
imported from England which 
were known its ideal contain­
ers for the beer but because 
health regulations later for­
bade t he use of any container 
whose contents were not visi­
ble to the consumer, this line 
was discontinued and the 
company concentrated on gin­
ger ale and allied flavors.

In 1919, a spectacular early 
morning fire destroyed the 
plant. It was soon rebuilt and, 
after a later enlargement, 
neatly kept, nicely landscaped 
and a place of which the town 
could lie proud. Other plants 
were added over the years in 
Boston and in Shrewsbury. In

1928, the business was pur­
chased by the Canada Dry 
Ginger Ale Company which 
sold Chelmsford Golden Gin­
ger Ale with its golden label 
showing a map of New Eng­
land with "Chelmsford” 
prominently dis­
played across it.
The Chelmsford 
building has since 
been used as a 
warehouse by 
Purity Food
Stores, as a store 
house for rubber 
goods by the gov­
ernment, and as a furniture 
storage place by the firm of 
Diggins & Rose.

Mr. Armstrong became a 
director of Canada Dry after 
his retirement from active 
business hut continued his 
long interest to community 
activities. In 1911, he had been

In 1919, 
a spectacular 

early morning 
fire destroyed

the plant.

one of the leaders in the estab­
lishment of tlie Chelmsford 
Water District and continued 
participation in a variety of 
local affairs. lie also became 
the owner of a large farm in 
West Campton, N.H., which he 

called “Armont” 
where he raised 
fine herds of cat­
tle and Angora 
sheep.

Mrs. Arm­
strong died in 
1936 in Chelms­
ford, where she 
and her husband 

had made their home opposite 
All Saints’ Church, Billerica 
Road. Mr. Armstrong died two 
months later.

Of all the contributions Mr. 
Armstrong made to this com­
munity, one of the most obvi­
ous. long-lasting and quite cer­
tainly’ most overlooked, is the

concrete sidewalks from 
Chelmsford Street at the 
square, running along Biller­
ica Road past All Saint’s 
Church. This, the first con­
crete sidewalk in town, was 
Mr. Armstrong's gift in deep 
appreciation of his long 
friendship with the Rev. Dr. 
Wilson Waters, rector of the 
church (1892-1933), who lived 
at what was then the rectory 
at the corner of Chelmsford 
Street. Dr. Waters, also authoi 
of the voluminous History of 
Chelmsford, was a familiar 
figure as he walked along the 
sidewalk to and from the 
church. He died June 13, 1933 
and was buried in Forefathers 
Cemetery' near the graves of 
many of the historic figures 
witli whom lie had become so 
familiar in his research for 
that book.

- Hu Eleanor Parkkiirsi
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Congratulations on Your Anniversary!

Our communities aren’t just where we work.

They’re where we live.

We believe in hie, liberty, andAt Lockheed Martin, giving back to om communities is like breathing lor us. Il's natural 

the pursuit ol happiness. That’s why il we can help people, we (Io. Whether it’s in education, business, or even medicine,

t)
we're working to make sure no one is loigotten.along the way. So that people's dreams can become realities. And

happiness is within everyone's reach

LOCKHEED MARTIN
We nevei v ln> were wtnkiilu loi 'wwv/.lockheedmai tin.com
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Smallpox took its toll
I

t mil almost the first quarter of the 
18th century had passed, one epi­
demic of smallpox after another 
had seeped through the colonies, 

leaving hundreds dead in Boston each lime 
and spreading out from this center of popula­
tion to the towns surrounding it — of which 
Chelmsford was one.

The devastation of this disease, spreading 
unchecked, is shown in figures from the “His­
tory of Boston" by Caleb II. Snow (1825). Epi­
demics appeared in Boston, for example, in 
1(549, 166(5, 1(578-79, 1(589-90, 1702 to 1721-2, 
when out of a population of 10,5(57, there 
were 771 deaths. It was during some of these 
epidemics that people fled from the city to 
the country — including Chelmsford — 
because there was no other known way of 
escaping the deadly contagion.

Smallpox came to the colonies by means of 
the ships which docked at the seaports. The 
disease in the 1721-2 epidemic was intro­
duced, Snow says, by the Sal Tortugas fleet in 
April 1721. In addition, the disease was often 
spread by travelers and especially by soldiers, 
returning home from war and already infected 
by contacts from various sources. The intro­
duction of inoculation as a means of prevent­
ing smallpox is attributed to a black salve 
belonging to Cotton Mather, a leading figure in 
the colony, author of many reports of natural 
phenomena which he sent back to the Royal 
Society of London. He was known as ait excel­
lent observer of such events and was elected a 
member of the Society in 1713. The slave just 
mentioned, came to him as a gift, and from 
him, Mather learned about an African practice 
of inoculation against smallpox. This informa­
tion proved exciting to Mather, who wrote a 
report about it. The report caught the eye of 
Dr. Zabdiel Boylston of Boston; and after 
much consideration, Dr. Boylston decided to 
try the new method, beginning in June 1721, in 
the midst of the epidemic of that year, with his 
son Thomas and two servants. The trial was 
successful and immediately a furor arose —

History of slaves in Chelmsford
ccording to tire Provincial Census of 
1775, including persons over the age of 
16 years, eight slaves were living in 

Chelmsford at that time, 14 in Groton, three in
Townsend, one in Sliirley, and five in Westford.

In Boston, 989 slaves were counted in Suf­
folk County and 161 in Middlesex County. Slave­
holding was taken for granted here as well as in

the clergy supported and encouraged Dr. Boyl­
ston. but the physicians and the general public 
adamantly opposed him. Nevertheless, the 
genie was out of the bottle, and although it 
was considered a daring thing to do, individu­
als did undergo the treatment which was in 
most cases again successful. At the same time, 
people chose other methods of combating the 
disease, primarily through avoiding contact 
with infected persons. Once Ihe infected were 
confined to their houses, the roads past their 
houses were closed except for the delivery of 
food or other necessities, and they hoped for 
the best. In 1761, Chelmsford residents gave 
more than (52 English pounds for Ihe aid of the 
Widow Mary Keyes, who had smallpox. In 
1776, Byam Road was fenced at both ends fo 
prevent travel past the home of Dr. Marshall 
whose wife and two of their children died 
shortly after a soldier stopped their carrying 
the disease. The Marshall family lived at the 
present Barrett-Byam house. The three Mar­
shalls were buried in Heart Pond Cemetery 
where their gravestone may be seen today. As 
early as 1761, (and probably earlier) Boston 
refugees came to town to escape the epidemic 
and some daring souls went down to Boston 
to undergo the new treatment, among them 
two sons of the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge and Ihe 
two Stoddard sons.

“This affair of ye smallpox — my two sons’ 
desire to be inoculated — one is of the most 
troublesome affairs of my whole life,” wrote 
Mr. Bridge in his diary, April 1764.

John Adams describes details of inocula­
tion (17(54): Diet is very important; no bread, 
butter, spice, salt or meat should be eaten. 
After the “preparatory phase of the treat­
ment, four to six weeks should be allowed for 
total recovery and retiring for seven days of 
preparation which included “a long and total 
abstinence from everything in nature that has 
any Taste; two heavy Vomits, one heavy 
Cathartick, 4 and 20 Mercurial and Antimo- 
nial Pills; 3 weeks' close to confinement to an 
house...’ Once this period ends, a doctor

the south. Dr. Waters in Iris “History of Chelms­
ford” counted 20 slave-holders in Chelmsford in 
tire period before the Civil War — all persons of 
the highest standing: the Rev. Ebenezer Bridge, 
Dr. Nehemia Abbott, Col. Samson Stoddard, 
Deacon Ephraim Spaulding, (’apt. John Butter­
field, Capt. Jonathan Richardson, Beqjamin 
Walker, Timothy Clark, William Campbell, Ben­

would make a small (quarter inch) incision in 
the left arm of his patient, as soon as it began 
to bleed, he inserted a Thread about the 
length of the incision, then laid a little Lint 
over the incision, a pressed piece of Ragg 
over it, and then bound a Bandage over all.
(fiber pills were to be taken morning and 
night. “When Abigail Adams and her four chil­
dren took the treatment (1776), they shared a 
private house with 12 others, giving rise to 
the idea of hospitals set up especially for 
inoculating patients. Chelmsford voted (1792) 
not to have a hospital built at town expense 
but one paid for by those who sought inocu­
lation. In 1823, the town voted to have a hos­
pital and to ask the Legislature to require that 
each town do likewise.

Despite these and other attempts to deal 
with this disease, epidemics still plagued 
some of the larger cities. In 1870, during an 
epidemic which also involved Boston, 
Chicago, Baltimore and Washington, there 
were 2,000 deaths in Philadelphia. In 1873, a 
combination of yellow fever, smallpox and 
cholera, killed 10,000 persons in Memphis. 
Nevertheless, progress was made infighting 
smallpox, using the milder cowpox vaccine 
developed by Jenner instead of the actual 
smallpox vaccine first used by Dr. Boylston. 
About 1971, eradication of smallpox through­
out the world was declared and vaccination 
for it — once compulsory — has been ended. 
Today “shots" are given for diphtheria, 
tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis, polio 
measles, German measles, mumps, and 
optionally, tuberculosis.

Next year, 1996, will mark the passage of 
two centuries since Jenner’s first successful 
experiment with the cowpox vaccine in 
18\796; we can hope that the dedication of 
researchers and the courage of physicians 
will, with public acceptance, also result in 
elimination of currently infectious and other 
diseases, but more rapidly than was required 
for the smallpox victory.

- Py Eleanor Parkhurst

jamin Byam, Joseph Pierce, Samuel Adams, 
Gershom Proctor, Eleanor Richardson, Josiah 
Fletcher, Ephraim Blood, Joseph Moors, Heiuy 
Spaulding and two widows who doubtless 
“inherited one or more slaves after their hus­
bands’ deaths — widow Elizabeth Fletcher and 
widow Rebecca Parker.

Slaves, Page 15

Medical care 
in the 1700s

D
uring the 1700s, America’s industrial
economy along with an increasing impov­
erished population made the threat of dis­
ease anil epidemics more realistic. During 

this lime period, doctors used a variety of practices 
and techniques to heal the ill. Among these were 
purgings (vomits), bleedings and large doses of 
calomel, a toxic drug (used as a purgative) made 
from chlorine and mercury.

Dr. Anthony Emery was the first resident physi­
cian to practice in Chelmsford. It was probably 
shortly after he arrived in town that he and Abigail 
Leavitt married on May 10, 1738.

He was a graduate of Harvard but learned his 
trade with his wife’s brother-in-law, Doctor Clement 
Jackson of Hampton, New Hampshire. He worked 
as a surgeon from 1744-1745 in Colonel William 
Pepperell’s army. Five years later he moved Io his 
wife’s hometown of Hampton.

The Reverend Willard Hall began practicing mer- 
icine in Chelmsford in 1727. Be was also estab­
lished as Westford's first minister. There he united 
the offices of pastor and physician, “greatly extend­
ing his influence and usefulness." He was a friend of 
the Reverend Bridge the minister here in Chelms­
ford. I

Another early “doctor" who practiced in Chelms­
ford was John Tucker. He arrived in 1739 and lived 
in the house on 50 Garrison Road (no longer stand 
ing in Chelmsford). During this time period a forma) 
education in medicine was not required for one to 
perform as a doctor. A formefi clothier in Boston, 
John Tucker became a storekeeper in Chelmsford. 
He had no medical training but was called Dr. 
Tucker, and his success is not known.

In 1748 Doctor Samuel King arrived in Chelms­
ford from Littleton. Reverend Ebenezer Bridge of 
Chelmsford sent for him several times, whenever a • 
family member fell ill. Usually the treatment pre­
scribed was a “vomit." On March 19, 1760 Reverend 
Bridge wrote, “This PM Dr. King blooded my wife; I 
hope it will ho her good." At the time, bleedings and 
vomits were believed to clean and circulate the sys­
tem by ridding the body of impurities.

Doctor Rice came to Chelmsford in June of 1762.' 
Besides the fact that he worked as a practitioner in 
Chelmsford anfi left after four months of work, lit-! 
tie is known about him.

Doctor Neheiiiah Abott and his wife, Joanna, ► 
arrived in Chelmlj'ord in 1770. Prior to moving to » 
Chelmsford, he lived in Andover and was a witness 
to a murder trial ir Salem. Doctor Abott owned a { 
book of medical trtatments, one of which called f<Jr 
“sinews that are slnunk. Take young swallows by » 
Number Twelve witt a handful of Rosemary tops, » 
Bay Leaves, Lavender tops, Strabery Leaves. Cut of 
the Long feathers ant put all together birds and J • 
herbs into a mortar aid pound them, then mix thrt'e

Medicine, Page<8
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Early medical care
Medicine, from Page (»
pound of liodgs' I'al with it, set 
il in (lie sun Twenty or thirty 
days and then Take it and boyl 
it and strain it out and keep it 
for your use. This is an excel­
lent oltn and ought always to 
be ready because il is so long 
in the preparation that you 
should always have it in readi­
ness.” Doctor Abott died on 
.July 13, 1785.

Although he was not a resi­
dent of Chelmsford, Doctor 
John Cuming did make med­
ical visits in Chelmsford, trav­
eling from his home in Con­
cord. lie entered Harvard in 
1744, but left in 1746 to teach. 
In 1771 Harvard awarded him 
an honorary degree. During 
the French and Indian War he 
was captured by Indians and 
sent to Montreal, where he 
remained until being 
exchanged. This capture 
enabled him to study medicine 
in Edinburgh.

After returning to Concord, 
Dr. Cuming became a promi­
nent member of that town, 
and on April 19, 1775 he 
treated wounded soldiers. He 
was a friend of Reverend 
Bridge and made multiple vis­
its to his home whenever one 
of the Bridge children fell ill. 
often prescribing “vomits".
One December night in 1765 
Reverend Bridge wrote in his 
diary “Last night my Daughter 
Sally was so bad that I was 
obliged to send for Colonel 
Cuming in the night - he 
arrived in the morning and 
judged that beside the canker 
& fever etc. she had a turn of 
hysteric chollic. He was instru­
mental of her releife - my wife 
& I Watched & nurse were up 
with her all night.” Sally and 
her other siblings did eventu­
ally get well after the doctor 
made several visits. Doctor 
Cuming died at the age of 60 
while visiting Reverend Bridge 
in 1788. A Chelmsford doctor 
had bled him in spite of his 
strong objections.

Doctor Jonas Marshall

bred physician & esteemed in 
his profession - peaceable, 
compassionate & hospitable."
I lowever he still used the 
primitive medical treatments 
of the day. In his diary Rev­
erend Bridge (now an elderly 
man) wrote that, “Dr. Harring­
ton blooded me." In 1787 Doc­
tor Harrington aided in subdu­
ing Daniel Shay's rebellion 
against high taxes, lie also 
arranged a memorial acknowl­
edgement for President Wash­
ington. Doctor Harrington 
died in 1802 and is buried in 
the Stoddard box tomb in the 
Forefathers Burying Ground.

Reverend Bridge first men­
tioned a Doctor Hurd in 1784. 
Unfortunately little is known 
about the doctor except that 
Mr. Bridge sent for him when 
Iloctor Harrington was away 
subduing Shay’s Rebellion.

A native of Chelmsford, 
Doctor John Betty was a 
grandson of Doctor John 
Tucker and with his brother 
William inherited the house 
then located at 5(1 Garrison 
Road He studied medicine 
with Doctor Marshall and in 
1777 he wrote concerning the 
proposal that “Doctr. Marshall 
[had] made to me before I 
came to study physick & Surg- 
erey.” An ailment referred to (is 
the “itch” seemed to be preva­
lent in 1778, as Doctor Betty 
purchased an “oynment to 
cure Ten persons of the Itch.” 
lie treated “canker” by using 
“P. Bull paddocks or frogs with 
fresh butter: simer them close 
covered to a crisp, then strane 
lor use." Doctor Betty died at 
his home at the age of 75, “a 
victim to rum, once a sensible 
man & physician."

Thus as the threat of dis­
ease increased, so did the 
influx of doctors and their 
variety of treatments. During 
the 1700s Chelmsford was a 
prominent town for medical 
treatment, and today it still 
carries on that legacy.

Resell relied mid written by 
.June Drury.

began bis medical career in 
(’helmsford in 1765 and is per­
haps the best reflUunbered 
Chelmsford physician of the 
18*'1 century, lie resided with 
his wife at 40 Byatn Road, 
which is now the home of the 
Chelmsford Historical Society, 
lie was an active participant in 
town affairs and was also a 
successful practitioner. In 
1776 Doctor Marshall enlisted 
in the army. Coming home one 
day and noticing an awkward 
smell, he asked his wife if any 
soldiers had been in the 
house. When she responded 
affirmatively, his fear was 
soon realized: his wife and 
t wo of their children had con­
tracted smallpox from the sol­
dier. The road to his house 
was fenced up. Soon Mrs. Mar­
shall and the children died. 
Although he was broken 
hearted, he eventually remar­
ried. After the death of his sec­
ond wife, Abigail Adams of 
Fitchburg in 1783, he moved 
to Fitchburg and established 
the Marshall Farm, which is 
still standing as an apple 
orchard.

A graduate from Harvard in 
1771, Doctor Walter Hastings 
was an apprentice in medicine 
before becoming a Chelmsford 
physician. For some lime dur­
ing the American Revolution­
ary War he attended the 
wounded. At Valley Forge he 
extracted a musket hall 
“between two bones of the 
leg” of Colonel Michael Jack- 
son, which had not been 
located for seventeen months. 
After marrying Reverend 
Bridge’s daughter, Lucretia 
(Creesy) Bridge, be lived in 
Cambridge until 1781, when 
the couple moved into the 
home of Widow Stoddard 
(where the Center Baptist 
Church now stands). lie died 
in 1802 at the age of thirty.

Doctor Timothy Harrington 
arrived in Chelmsford in 1782. 
He attended Harvard and grad­
uated in 1776 with honors. He 
was known as a “regularly
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A look back at the Wilson Hotel
lie Vlalios block, in 
Central Square, 
known familiarly as 
“llic old hotel" by

longtime residents, acquired 
a new owner in Bradford 
Emerson, an event which 
turned back the clock in sev­
eral ways while ensuring that 
the venerable building will In* 
well eared for under the new 
ownership.

The building itself was 
erected in the mid-1890s by 
local resident George II. Wil­
son who later became the 
hotel's proprietor. Il was 
designed to attract visitors to 
town from Boston and other 
then-faraway places, as well 
as travelers by the railroad 
which ran nearby. The “sum­
mer boarder” business in 
town had been brisk for many 
years — Chelmsford offering 
city-dwellers a welcome 
opportunity for peace and 
quiet. The Adams house (near 
the site of the present Center 
School) and the Bussell 
house (now the Linnerud 
house at 16 West ford St.) 
were among many which 
sheltered “summer boarders."

In 1887, contemporary 
accounts show, Walter S. 
Simons, who was destined Io 
become a prominent citizen 
of the town through his vari­
ous commercial enterprises, 
came to town and “was fairly 
established in his hostelry in 
the Wilson block” where he 
welcomed guests with food 
and shelter. Mr. Wilson, we 
are told, came from Lowell 
“where he was for many 
years engaged in business as 
a bill-poster and has lately 
taken Middlesex County as 
his field of labor and will 
form a general advertising 
business therein.” His “long 
experience and through relia­
bility" would make him a 
valuable asset to the commu­
nity, the announcement pro­
claimed.

The advertising business 
must have been profitable, as 
Mr. Simons was able to pur­
chase as his home “Robin’s 
Hill Farm" (now the Richards 
home at 15 Byam Road). With 
this came property at the top

of Robin's Hill, where Mr. 
Simons conceived the idea of 
it small building where visi­
tors to the sightly spot might 
buy refreshments. It was 
reported that on a fine Sun­
day afternoon as many as 
1.000 persons went up the hill 
to enjoy the fresh air and (lie 
view, and members of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club 
regularly scheduled the hill 
for its weekend trips for sev­
eral years.

Mr. Simons built the Sum­
mit House — and later a 
small addition — and enjoyed 
a brisk business in ice cream, 
lunches; he planned to build 
a hotel on the hill but this 
never materialized. A road to 
tin* top was constructed by 
volunteer labor and Mr. 
Simons’ livery service from 
the Wilson block’s stable, 
profited from the desires of 
those who wished to ride up 
to the top of the hill, whether 
they might have come to 
town for the summer without 
their own carriages or arrived 
by trail at the railroad station 
across the way.

Tlie Wilson block contin­
ued to house boarders and 
roomers and became trans­
formed into apartments some 
50 or so years ago as it con- 
tinues today. Greater interest 
lies in the fact that a wide 
variety of stores and store­
keepers have occupied the 
lower part of the building 
throughout its long existence. 
At two different times it 
housed tlie Chelmsford post 
office — once with Bradford 
Emerson’s grandfather as 
postmaster. One of the earli­
est occupants (1885) was a 
grocery store, run by Fre­
mont C. Fletcher, stocked 
witli “a full line of groceries.” 
Mr. Fletcher had been in Low­
ell in tlie wood and hay busi­
ness and also had an interest 
in a Lowell bakery. Within 
about a year, however, Mr. 
Fletcher gave up the business 
and ILL. Davis planned to 
occupy the store but then 
decided to open a boarding­
house in Lowell instead. 
Meantime the Redmond also 
one of the three stores below

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

The Wilson Hotel welcomed guests with food and shelter.

the hotel, had been pur­
chased by Ervin W. Sweetser, 
who had worked for ,1.11. Red­
mond. Sweetser’s Market was 
a landmark in that location 
for many years and its office 
served also as an office for 
Mr. Sweetser when he was 
elected town treasurer and 
tax collector.

In 1892, in tlie right hand 
store of the lower floor, W.1I. 
Hills, a registered pharmacist, 
reopened a family drug store 
formerly operated by Arthur 
F. Brown. A year later, tlie 
Chelmsford post office was 
installed there as it moved 
from place to place within 
the Square as political winds 
blew this way and that. Mr. 
Hills’ assistant, William 
Fletcher, alternated as post 
office clerk. George 11. Wil­

son, owner of the block, had 
by this time taken over the 
hotel business. He had, by the 
way, served as postmaster 
several years before.

W.H. Hills (always called 
“Dr." Dills by local residents) 
remained in his drug store for 
many years and was suc­
ceeded by Waller D. Falls, 
also a registered pharmacist 
who was distinguished by tin' 
fact that he wore blue glasses 
and his son was a motorcy­
clist. When Mr. Falls moved 
down to the building now 
occupied by the First Bank. 
Ralph W. Emerson operated a 
confectionery and ice cream 
store there, and for a period 
was the town’s postmaster.

Meanwhile, in the other 
stores, Ernest Nettel had set 
up shop in one of them,

(1886), selling fancy goods, 
stationary and confectionery 
and becoming an agency for 
Scripture’s Laundry of Low­
ell. He had been in the same 
business on Middlesex Street 
in Lowell for a number of 
years and Mrs. Nettel was put 
in charge of the Chelmsford 
store but fell ill of “lung trou­
ble" and died within the year.

The small store at the end 
of the building was occupied 
before and sometime during 
World War 1 by a Chinese 
laundry. The owner was occa­
sionally torment ed by the 
“big boys” of t he Center 
School who were forbidden 
to cross the tracks but some­
times flid, to tease the laun­
dry man who is said to have 
chased them with some kind 
of weapon, lie was generally

known as a kindly good 
workman who kept mostly to 
himself. His predecessor in 
that place was (1887) a shoe­
maker, Carl A. Sylvander, 
who also stocked a fine 
assortment of boots ami 
shoes “which will be sold at 
Lowell prices.”

Other enterprises have 
come and gone in these three 
stores during the past 65 tears. 
Among them was an auction­
eer’s business in the right hand 
store now a barber shop. The 
large center shop became the 
first showroom of Roger Boyd 
Inc., a Chevrolet dealer who 
used the former livery stable in 
the rear of the building as his 
repair shop. The small Chinese 
laundry-shoe shop was used 
again as a shoe repair shop,
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Libraries have a storied history in town
By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

lie Adams Library in 
< 'helmsford center 
was dediealed in 
1895, 240 years alter 

Chelmsford was chartered in 
1655. Bell ire the Adams 
Library was built, the Kev. 
Ilezekiah Packard organized 
the first library lor the town in 
1791. Initially, the books for 
the library were kept at vari­
ous locations around town.
The houses of the librarians 
housed the first 93 books pur­
chased by thi> organization 

()f the 93 books 
only 12 were fiction.
The Other books 
were moral, reli­
gious and philo­
sophical texts. The 
books circulated 
through the years 
until they landed at 
the present perma­
nent location. The 
first stop was < Hix er 
Barron’s Tavern 
where the books 
were housed until 
they transferred to 
Simon Spaulding's residence.
In 1S93, the library system in 
( helmsford was made a "Free 
Public Library."

Originally, the library mem­
bership fee was $2, and 25 
cents due annually for dues.

The question of what to call 
the first official library in town 
came to a vote in 1896. The 
town's people decided upon 
“The Adams Library." Mr. J. 
Adams Bartlett and Capt.
C’.E.A. Bartlett donated the site 
of the present day library to 
the town. It was a natural deci­
sion for tile town to name the 
library in honor of Mr. .J.
Adams Bartlett.

In 1996, the town voted 
whether or not to expand the 
library. After the vote the town 
of Chelmsford had decided 
that it would appropriate $4.8 
million towards a library 
expansion due to be finished in 
1999. Almost $1.3 million of 
that money came from a state

Originally,
I he library 

membership 
Jee was 

$2, and 25 
cents due 

annually for 
dues.

grant and the remaining $3.5 
million is still being paid off by 
the town's taxpayers. In 1997 
the ( 'hildren s I louse and the 
Carriage House both went up 
for sale to the public. The 
Library I'ruslees wanted to sell 
the houses to people who 
would more the houses Io 
another location Io preserve 
the history of the two houses. 
In 1998. the ( hildren's I louse 
was moved to a lot off High 
Street. The house was sold for 
a whopping $1 and it cost the 
couple $35,099 to move the 
house They blocked off

Konies 27 and 1 in 
the process.

As the library 
was being reno­
vated and restored, 
the library needed a 
temporary place to 
house its books.
For a while the 
Chelmsford Public 
Library called the 
gym of the Town 
Hall home. They 
got by until 1999 
when they moved 
into a newly refur­

bished building. The nice thing 
about the library is that they 
decided Io keep the old build­
ing intact —although the 
George Memorial Hall, which 
had been added to the rear of 
the original building was torn 
down — and add the new' part 
on to it.

Children's and adult pro­
grams are being run con­
stantly to better the commu­
nity, bring people together, 
and to make Chelmsford a 
better town overall. In fact, 
the celebration of Chelms­
ford’s 359th ball is being held 
at the Chelmsford public 
library.

Chelmsford is a town luck­
ier than most. Two libraries 
are found in Chelmsford, 
twice as many found in most 
other towns. The Mackay Pub­
lic Library became the branch 
library of The Adams Library 
in 1894. The North Chelms­
ford Library Association, later

to become the North Chelms­
ford Library Corporation orga­
nized in 1872. Five years later 
they purchased the building 
on Gay Street in North 
Chelmsford for a library. Use 
of the library was halted in 
1949 when former Selectman 
Stewart MacKay willed his 
home on Newfield Street to 
the town w'ith the stipulation 
that from then on it would be 
known as the Anna C. MacKay 
Memorial Library. Stewart 
MacKay’s sister and former 
Chelmsford school teacher 
became immortalized in the 
name of the branch lilirary of 
North Chelmsford.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Above: The Adams Library, 
now known as the Chelms­
ford Library, as it looked 
around I960.

Left: Former Selectman 
Stewart MacKay donated 
li is house to the town for 
the MacKay Library in 
North Chelmsford.
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A vacation destination
»

uininer in Chelmsford 
a century or so ago 
offered a great deal to 
its residents.

There were picnics, band 
concerts, drives along elm- 
shaded streets, lawn parties. 
Fourth of .July parades made 
up exclusively of local 
groups without having to 
resort to hiring organizations 
from elsewhere to make 
them more spectacular, and 
crowd-pleasing, apron sales 
and homemade ice cream 
sales by church women in 
support of some good cause. 
There were also strawberry 
festivals, for example — as 
well as opportunities for 
groups, large or small, to 
work together to further 
common interests.

Some residents found sum­
mer an opportunity to travel 
by street car, train or carriage 
while others stayed at home 
to work in the hay fields or in 
small shops and the grocery 
store, and the women worked 
in their kitchens in the morn­
ing and went calling in the 
neighborhood during the 
afternoon or stayed at home 
to receive white-gloved 
callers who left calling cards 
in a silver tray on a table by 
the front door.

This way of life drew visi­
tors every summer. The sum­
mer boarders returned year 
after year from Lowell’s hot 
and dirty streets with their 
noise and confusion, or from 
Boston, perhaps, or New 
Hampshire or even Canada, to 
breathe fresh air and, in the 
evenings, sit on a front porch

listening to the quiet or greet­
ing passer-by.

Summer hoarders provided 
a welcome source of income 
for those who "put them up” 
hut they also became, over 
time, life members of an 
extended family in many 
cases. For some, it was a lit­
eral “homecoming” as, for 
instance, when the prominent 
Boston lawyer and benefactor 
of the Adams Library, Thomas 
Parker Proctor drove up from 
his Boston home to spend 
time with relatives. One 
always kept a mom ready for 
his visits — “Uncle Thomas’s 
Room” — while others took 
turns in caring for his two fine 
horses and carriage.

The greenhouses in town 
were always popular places 
for summer hoarders to visit. 
There was the conservatory 
of Mr. Bussell on Westford 
Street, and the larger green­
houses on Parkhurst Road 
and Park Road. Many con­
tained exotic plants as well as 
more of the plants which dec­
orated the town squares each 
year as well as the more utili­
tarian cucumber vines and 
other vegetables.

Summer vistas
It was a great convenience, 

too, for the adventurous to be 
able to hire carriages with dri­
vers to go to Robin’s Hill and 
from there survey the scenery 
for miles around, from the 
Customs House tower in 
Boston to the distant White 
and Green mountains its well 
as the nearer Mt. Wachusett 
and Mt. Monadnock.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Dig in

One of the town’s more popular gathering spots 
Kydd's Diner is now better known as Skip’s.

Refreshments were avail­
able at the Summit House and 
cool breezes usually pre­
vailed. Appalachian Mountain 
Club members frequently 
came out by train from 
Boston, then walked up to the 
hilltop. On their way back 
down High Street, they might 
he greeted by an informal 
musical group of neighbors, 
inviting them to an open 
house.

Summer residents 
attended services in the vil­
lage churches where they 
were warmly greeted by old 
friends and new. In later 
years, these relationships 
were acknowledged again by 
substantial gifts willed to a 
church or to the library.

The dark side of summer
Idyllic as this picture of a 

Chelmsford summer may 
seem, other events occurred 
to disturb its serenity. Chim­
ney fires were common, 
caused by use of wood-burn­
ing stoves, and brush fires, set 
by sparks of the locomotives 
were frequent, especially in 
dry seasons. A boy’s arm was 
blown off by an explosion in a 
Fourth of July celebration. 
Horses ran away with or with­
out their drivers, and buggy 
wheels became wedged in 
trolley tracks, bringing disas­
ter. Several house burglaries 
were reported each summer 
and rooms in the Central 
House hotel were sometimes 
ransacked. Watches and 
money were especially sought 
by the thieves. The grocery 
store was broken into occa­
sionally; there was one cele­
brated murder in the span of 
some 20 years.

Newcomers from other 
countries came out from the 
city at harvest time, to strip 
orchards of apples and other 
fruit

Yet, on the whole, Chelms­
ford was a pleasant place at 
any time of year — as it still 
is, in spite pf the disdain of 
today's sophisticates who 
would never choose it for a 
summer vacation.

- By Eleanor Parkhurst

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Albert Davis House
The Albert Davis House, next to the former Town Hall (now called the Old Town Hall) on 
the Chelmsford Common.

Presidential parentage
By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

atherto Franklin Pierce, the 14th Presi­
dent of the United States, Benjamin 
Pierce was horn in Chelmsford in 1757. 
Benjamin Pierce hurried to Boston as

soon as he heard the news of the Battle of Lexing­
ton. Benjamin wanted to he
pail of the Revolutionary 
forces massing against the 
British. Pierce served through 
t he American Revolution and 
was discharged with honor in 
1784, 10 years after he left the 
Chelmsford farm.

After fighting in the revolu­
tion, fanning seems a little 
drab. Pierce took a,job as an 
explorer in New Hampshire
on lands belonging to Col. Stoddard. After this 
job ended, he was returning back to Chelmsford 
when he spotted a piece of land that stirred his 
interest. The land was in Hillsborough, N.H. 
Pierce returned to the Chelmsford farmhouse, 
and he bought the New Hampshire land one year 
later in 1786 along with one of his fellow war vet­
erans. The t wo men cleared fifty acres of land.

Benjamin Bierce had 
nine children, one of 

whom, Franklin Pierce, 
went on to become the 

President of the United 
States serving from 

1853 to 1857.

The military always being in Pierce’s blood, 
especially after the revolution, the Hillsborough 
County Militia asked him to organize some 
troops. In 1865 Pierce was made Brigadier Gen­
eral of the Stale Militia in New Hampshire.

Pierce's military career and militia background 
boosted him into the lime light allowing him to get 

enough support to he elected 
as the State Representative.

Pierce served as the 
stale's!Representative from 
1786 to 1862. Anu .ng other 
offices held were delegate to 
th(' 1791 stale Constitutional 
Convention, Governor's Coun­
cil in 1803, 1809, mid 1814. 
and also the Sheriff of Hills­
borough County from 1809- 
1812 mid 1818-1827. Pierce

finally became governor of New Hampshire.
Bepjamin Pierce had nine children, one of 

whom. Franklin Pierce, went on to become the 
President of the I iiited States serving from 1853 
to 1857.

Today the Pierce Estate still stands and is 
maintained by the Hillsborough Historical Soci­
ety.
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‘Brimstone Corner’ got 
its name from matches

onlrary to one ver­
sion of bow the 
intersection of Adon 
ami Robin Hill roads,

South Chelmsford, became 
known as “Brimstone Corner," 
that name has nothing to do 
with the house al that inter­
sect ion,

()ne erroneous account 
attributes the name to the 
house still standing in that 
intersection (305 Acton Road) 
where, the story goes, Ezekiel 
Byam manufactured the first 
Lucifer” matches (1835) in 

America. I nfortunately, this 
theory is completely untrue. A 
marker placed a short dis­
tance down on Robin Hill 
Road, by the town's Historical 
(dmmission, at the time of the 
Tercentenary celebration 
(1955) states quite clearly that 
the match manufacturing took 
place a short distance from 
thi' marker at a location 
between the two small houses 
still standing and the larger 
property once known as 
Sunny Meadow Farm. The 
work wits actually begun and 
carried on there for a time in a 
shed-like building which hap­
pened to be available at the 
lime. The shed has long since 
disappeared.

The “Lucifer" match, the 
first match to be ignited by 
friction, was lighted by being 
drawn through folded sandpa­
per, it process which gave off 
clouds of sulphur vapor. This 
type of match came at the end 
of it long line of other means 
of lighting the fire in a fire­
place (rubbing two sticks 
together, Indian fashion, or 
striking steel against (lint to 
produce a spark which then 
ignited some flammable mater­
ial like a bit of cloth or various 
libers). Front the fireplace, a 
splinter (“splint") of wood 
might lie lighted to light a can­
dle or a pipe, but as stoves 
came into use, a better 
method of starting the fire 
became necessary. Hence, the

“Lucifer" match was devel­
oped in England. But it was 
too expensive for general use. 
Al it time when a man might 
work all day for a dollar, the 
matches sold for 25 cents per 
hundred. The first “real” fric­
tion matches were struck on a 
strip of sandpaper glued to the 
side of the package. Their pro­
duction hits been improved 
and their costs were lowered 
and the "modern" making of 
matches began.

Ezekiel Byam, who saw the 
possibilities of match-making, 
Itad engaged in store-keeping 
at the South village and also 
produced and sold an oint­
ment for rheumatism’s pain.
He had been born (1796) in 
the big house which is now- 
known as 15 Byam Road. In 
1818 he married Charlotte 
Batemen, whose father, John, 
built the fine brick red house, 
now- owned by Charles Bai lee 
at 4 Proctor Road. A son of 
Ezekiel and Charlotte, also 
named Ezekiel, succeeded his 
father in the match manufac­
turing business much later and 
became one of the first incor­
porators of The Diamond 
Match Company when his own 
firm, Byam, Carlton & Com­
pany, along with several other 
small firms, was bought out or 
folded into the new larger 
company in 1880.

In the intervening years, the 
first Ezekiel had set up his 
shop on Robin Hill Road 
(1835) after purchasing a 
patent that seemed to be 
promising for the production 
of an improved friction match, 
which he first marketed in 
1S37. The matches were 
packed by girls and women of 
the village, in space at the 
home of his uncle (192 Robin 
Hill Road) who probably 
owned the first small building 
where the matches were made.

The business grew and 
prospered. It moved to Boston, 
then back to Chelmsford and 
finally back to Boston as

Byam. Carlton «<i Company. 
After his father’s death (1863), 
Ezekiel Jr. carried on the Imsi 
ness, but moved it Io Boxford 
(1866) where it remained until 
tlu> sale to Diamond Match. 
The Boxford building, built by 
the Byam, Carlton company, 
was a large barn-like structure. 
After it was occupied, John 
Parkhurst, a son of the Rev. 
John Parkhurst of Chelmsford, 
went with his family to Box­
ford to be building superinten­
dent. llisson, John William, 
who was 7 years old at t his 
time of the move, remained in 
Boxford until his death in 
1959. Occasionally he came to 
Chelmsford to attend the First 
Baptist Church where his 
grandfather had been pastor 
for many years. He knew the 
match business intimately and 
described the process by 
which the matches began as 
14-foot logs, then were cut into 
2-inch planks, then cut into 4-5 
inch length and eventually 
turned into nearly 5 million 
matches a day. Workers were 
paid $1 to $1.50 per 10-hour 
day at the Boxford plant.

The popularity of the “new" 
matches spread quickly. Other 
companies making them were 
set up, and matches were sold 
from wagons which went into 
the South. At last, the match 
industry was in need of con­
solidation with its economies 
of production and better dis­
tribution, and so the age of the 
small companies ended and 
the giant Diamond Match 
Company began. For those 
interested in history, however, 
this little poem, accompanying 
each package of the Byam 
matches, will not be forgotten:

For quickness awl sure­
ness the public willjind,

These mulches will leave all 

others belli ml;

Without J'urthcr remarks 
we invite you Io try 'em,

Remember all good llial are 
signed by E. Byam.

- By Eleanor Parkhurst

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Chelmsford high school students planted the tree in 1891.

History of the purple beech
wo young residents, 
out for an early 
morning walk, 
stopped by the Com­

mon to admire the magnifi­
cent purple beech tree that 
stands beside the Revolution­
ary War monument. They 
spoke of the majestic shape 
of the tree, the burnished hue 
of its leaves and its sturdy 
trunk and then walked on.

The story of the purple 
beech, as it has been retold 
through the years, sometimes 
merges fact with fiction. Writ­
ten in a firm girlish hand on 
the back of a photograph of 
the tree’s planting, we learn 
that “Chelmsford High 
School” planted the tree May 
1, 1891, and that teacher 
Susan M. Emerson, is pic­
tured with students.

This photo identification 
shows that the planting did 
not happen in 1894 or 1896, as 
some have thought. We learn 
also that it was not one class, 
but the entire high school of 
some 40 students who partici­
pated in the planting.

The tree itself, as shown in 
the photograph, looks more 
like a small switch, about as 
tall as the hand shovel with 
which the hole was prepared.

When over time, this switch 
grew old enough to bear nuts, 
many a harvest crop found 
their way into local kitchens 
to be used in baking cookies.

Susan Emerson, a member 
of an early graduation class at 
Framingham Normal School, 
now Framingham State Col­
lege, seems to have enjoyed 
the affection anil respect of 
her students in and out of 
class. She was always inter­
ested in enlarging their hori­
zons. For example, she 
encouraged an elementary 
form of gymnastics in her 
classes at a time when there 
was no formal physical edu­
cation offered. Her students 
were taught to conduct some 
oft heir exercises with large 
dumbbells, a memory that lin­
gered with them for years.

Emerson also had a strong 
interest in nature, no doubt 
increased by the photographs 
of her brother, who provided 
excellent photographs of a 
variety of trees in a well- 
received reference book. It is 
quite likely, then, that the tree 
planting idea was Emerson’s 
own, although Arbor Day had 
already begun being observed 
and was the impetus for many 
spring tree plantings. Emer­

son's brother was, of course, 
on hand to photograph the 
student planting.

In September 1935, the 19 
members of the Class of 1894, 
probably the first to have a 
formal graduation with a 
class ode and a list of officers, 
held an informal reunion to 
which Emerfeon was invited. 
This was one among many 
such gatherings of former stu 
dents to which Emerson was 
invited, always sitting in the 
front row with her students.

For as long as they lived, stu 
dents who participated in the 
purple beech’s planting remem­
bered the day as a source of 
pride ;md satisfaction.

The tree has outlived the 
granite post and rail fence 
that once encircled the Com­
mon, outlasted the Classical 
School building that became 
the Baptist parsonage and 
was later torn down, and sur­
vived the “Old Yellow 
School," on the site of the cur­
rent Center Fire Station.

It is to be hoped that plans 
for “progress," perhaps in the 
form of a faster flow of traffic, 
will never threaten the Com­
mon, its memorials, or its 
well-loved beech tree.

Ily Eleanor Parkhurst
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Early years helped shape 
Henry David Thoreau

Town Reports 
change with the times

H
enry David Thoreau, a for­
mer Chelmsford resident 
and the great American, 
was born on July 12, 1817 
in Concord to John and Cynthia 

Thoreau.
The family of John and Cynthia 

included Helen, 6; John, 4; and Henry, 
1, when with Aunt Sarah, they moved 
to Chelmsford in 1818. A fourth child, 
Sophia, was born here a year later.

Mr. Thoreau, a small, quiet and 
slightly deaf man, a great reader and 
nature lover, had tried several occu­
pations before coming here: he had 
been a school teacher, farmer and 
shopkeeper — all unsuccessfully; 
after failing in Chelmsford he went to 
Boston to teach but the family 
relumed to Concord pennanently 
when Henry was 6 years old. Mr. 
Thoreau began making pencils and 
prospered to a modest, degree.

Mrs. Thoreau, daughter of a New 
Hampshire minister/lawyer, was a 
huge, outspoken woman, “the great­
est talker in Concord” and, like her 
husband, a reader and lover of 
nature. Sometimes she wore a sun- 
bonnet with yellow ribbons, thought 
by some Concordians to be “too 
bright." She took in boarders and 
welcomed relatives so the house was 
tilled with life and talk. She and Mr. 
Thoreau took the children on nature 
walks and both stressed the value of 
a good education.

In Chelmsford, Mr. Thoreau kept a 
shop, with his wife to wait on cus­
tomers, painted signs and held a 
liquor license. Aunt Sarah took care 
of the youngsters and, when he was 
4, taught Henry to walk here. The 
exact locations of the shop and 
house hired by the Thoreaus is not 
known except that Henry learned 
later from his mother that the house 
was “next to the meeting house 
where they kept the powder in the 
garret.” This would, of course, have 
been the present Unitarian Church.

Settled in Concord after the 
Chelmsford shop and a teaching job 
in Boston, the Thoreau children 
attended the Concord public schools 
and John and Henry went on to Con­
cord Academy, studying Latin,
French and Greek among other sub­

jects. John was later to be the princi­
pal of the Academy with Henry as a 
teacher. Meantime, Henry went Io 
Harvard on a scholarship when he 
was 16, learning more Latin and 
Greek, spending long hours at the 
library. At one point he left Harvard 
to teach six weeks of school Io pay 
college expenses. He graduated in 
1837, presenting a commencement 
address on “The Commercial Spirit."

In the fall of 1839, Homy and John 
went on the expedition down the 
Concord and Merrimack rivers which 
furnished material for the later “A 
Week on the Concord and Merri­
mack." The boys rowed as far as 
Hooksett, N.H., left the boat and 
explored scenic New Hampshire 
before sailing and rowing home. As 
they passed Middlesex Village, now a 
part of Lowell, Henry reminded John 
that they “had spent pan of our lives" 
further inland in Chelmsford.

In college and afterward, Henry 
had been writing and expanding his 
circle of friends. He met and greatly 
admired Ralph Waldo Emerson, then 
living in Boston and the author of 
“Nature" which profoundly influ­
enced Henry. Emerson became a 
Concord neighbor shortly and in 1844 
bought property near Walden Pond. 
Knowing Henry's love of nature as 
well as of solitude, Emerson sug­
gested that he build a cabin on the 
Emerson property and live there for 
a while. Henry built the cabin himself 
and on July 4,1845, moved in, 
remaining a little over two years.
Here he wrote his first book (the 
expedition on the rivers) and began 
his famous “Journal" and “Walden.”

He walked, wrote, fished mid con­
versed with visitors whether farmers, 
curious folk or philosophers. A good 
school teacher and adept at pencil­
making, he had decided to become a 
writer, continuing the essays and lec­
tures that had already been well 
received by the public. Much of the 
material came not only from his read­
ing and philosophical discussions but 
from his travels in New England, 
Canada, Minnesota, Oregon mid else­
where — but Concord was still 
“home" mid he traveled there, he 
said, a great deal, too.

Thoreau was jailed overnight for 
not paying his poll tax; this experi­
ence became the basis for his essay 
on civil disobedience in 1849. In 
1859, John Brown came to Concord 
and Thoreau talked with him about 
slavery. When Brown was hanged at 
Harper’s Ferry, he wrote and spoke 
of the event with great indignation.

(In May I, 1862, Thoreau died but 
we are the inheritors of his many and 
varied writings which have relevance 
for us today although they appeared 
before the Civil War. In addition to 
being recognized as a writer, Thoreau 
has been called a hunter without a 
gun, fisherman, teacher, geographer, 
surveyor, pencil-maker, carpenter, 
botanist, vegetarian and naturalist as 
well as dreamer, eccentric and revo­
lutionary.

In today’s jargon we would say 
that his was not a “dysfunctional 
family," but that the inner relation­
ships expanded outward without lim­
its, from the humblest farmer to the 
greatest philosophers. He was a con­
templative who abhorred violence 
but could justify it as a last resort; he 
hated killing but saw war as mi 
inevitable final step when all else 
failed. No abolitionist, he yet helped 
fugitive slaves escape. He learned 
“moral values” at home such as the 
importance of work and of honesty 
(although he reversed the order of 
six days’ work and one day to rest 
and proposed one day’s work with 
six days to explore one’s self and 
one's world. He declared that "each 
town should have a park" (today’s 
“open space"); he planted trees and 
flowers and vines made friends with 
animals and birds.

Today we still talk of families and 
moral values, of the tolerable limits 
to which violence can go of reducing 
government interference in our lives 
and the general roll of government in 
society in addition to considering 
friendship, solitude, nature and the 
other human subjects he discusses. 
Finally, we suggest that unwittingly 
earned the name of “environment 
lost” because of the relevance for us 
of much of his work.

- By/ Eleanor Parkhurst

The Town Reports may not have 
ever appeared on the best seller list 
anywhere, but beginning in 1823, a 
report of sorts detailing town expen­
ditures has regularly been published 
and attracts a dedicated but increas­
ingly small body of readers.

The first report, "A statement of 
town expenditures" was ordered 
printed at the Town Meeting, and. as 
a single sheet about the size of a let 
ter, duly appeared. It was noted for 
its brevity and detail, carefully listing 
each amount spent and the person Io 
whom it was owed and for what rea­
son.

The expenditures were divided 
into those for road work, for the 
poor mid for “incidental charges."
Aid to tlie poor was shown by per­
son or family to whom il was given, 
and overseers of the poor were paid 
for their services. The “incidental 
charges" included selectmen's ser­
vices, the constables' and tax collec­
tor’s services, for assessors’ services 
and those of the school committee 
and town clerk. Each amount varied 
according to services performed. 
Money received came from sale of 
milk and produce from the Town 
Farm, for example, and from the 
state for care of certain paupers. The 
total amount spent for schools was 
$1,200 in 1842.

In 1874, the single sheet gave way 
to a pamphlet-type report — about 
six by eight inches. It included the 
town clerk's report, information 
from the assessor’s book, the select­
men’s report (including school 
expenditures for each teacher, wood 
for heat ing, school supplies and care 
of each of the 10 district school- 
houses). The report also included a 
section for highways and bridges, a 
receiving tomb at South Chelmsford, 
two new hearses, and other town 
charges (lamps for North Town Hall, 
new wells and a pump at Center 
Cemetery, etc.). It included the 
report of the overseers of t he poor 
and report of the town treasurer, 
together with an affidavit that the 
report was correct, signed by the 
three members of the Committee to 
Settle with the Town Treasurer 
(which later became an auditing 
committee); with a page on the

financial condition of the town by 
the same committee. The pages were 
bound with heavy thread.

From then on, the reports 
expanded in some way almost 
yearly. In 1878, five selectmen were 
elected instead of the usual three 
members. In 1880, a copy of the 
March Town Meeting warrant was 
printed for the first time. The war­
rant included an article for furnish­
ing the new town hall in the center. 
Town Meeting was held at the North 
Town Hall, beginning at 9 a.m. and 
lasting through the afternoon. The 
1881 Town Meeting warrant article 
seeking women’s rights to vote and 
hold ot'tiee was dismissed. Also in 
1881, the town clerk’s report 
stressed the number of births of 
native, foreign and native-foreign 
parentage; deaths were recorded 
only by number and sex, and mar­
riages were recorded between 
natives, natives and foreigners and 
between foreigners. The report for 
1884 listed town officials for the first 
time: selectmen, assessors and over­
seers of the poor, town clerk, town 
treasurer, School Committee, tax 
collector, constables, fence viewers, 
highway surveyor, appraisers of 
property at I he Town Farm, auditors, 
weighers of hay and of coal, measur­
ers of wood, surveyors of lumber 
and field driver. The School Commit­
tee had issued its own annual 
reports for some years but now, in 
1885, the report was included in the 
Town Report (23 pages for school 
report, 26 for the Town Report ). In 
1888, fire wards were first listed, as 
were precinct officers (nine) for the 
three new precincts, and registrars 
of voters (four).

Forest fire wards were listed in 
1891, as was the sealer of weights 
and measures. Expenditures for “fire 
apparatus” were made in 1886 for 
pails, ropes, ladders, and materials 
for ladder houses. In 1890, a distinc­
tion was first made between elected 
and appointed town officials; special 
police officers and fish wards were 
also added to the listing. In 1893, the 
town was asked whether the library 
should become a free public library, 
and in 1894, the first report of the

Reports, Page 15

Our town is reaching 
a milestone Anniversary

Lots

A toast to Chelmsford's

350th Anniversary!

Hannaford is proud to be a part of the heritage 
of this great town and happy to serve 
the wonderful people who live here.

Here's to the bright future of our community!

Chelmsford Hannaford Supermarket & Pharmacy
66-2 Drum Hill Shopping Center • Chelmsford MA, 01824 • 978 459-9304
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benefit the Chelmsford 

Public Schools
www.chelmsfordschoolsfoundation.org

Look for us as we help 
Chelmsford celebrate its

350th Birthday!!
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Diabetic Supplies

Compression Socks
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Mastectomy Fittings 
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Congratulations 
Chelmsford!
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Celebrate the town of Chelmsford by 
patronizing these local merchants. 

Continue the tradition!
Shop locally!!
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«family 
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Have Fun...
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Reports
change
Reports, from Page 13
Library Trustees appeared, fol­
lowed in 1800 by the North 
Chelmsford Library Associa­
tion's first report as a free pub­
lic library. A list of jurors 
appeared for the first time in 
that year, and in 1897 came the 
cattle inspector’s first report, 
and much about street lighting 
was discussed. The Board of 
Health report came in 1800, 
listing four types of contagious 
diseases found that year. Then ' 
quickly followed (1000) the 
first report of the tree warden. 
Election of officers had been 
held at each annual Town 
Meeting for many years, but 
only in 1900 is the record given 
in the Town Report on officers 
elected and actions taken at 
that meeting. State election 
results were listed in 1002, and 
the first ever special Town 
Meeting was held in that year.

This sketch of a developing 
town government as seen 
through the Town Reports for 
about 175 years suggests how 
the framework originated. The 
fledgling Eire Department, for 
example, began when 
increased population and more 
homes posed a greater fire 
threat. Although still a farming 
community will: its weighers 
of hay, shops were spreading 
and brought a sealer of 
weights and measures. A 
Health Board was the answer 
to rising contagious diseases 
and a public library came 
when t he need for noil-exclu­
sive access to books was rec­
ognized. And, above all, per­
haps, we salute the dozens of 
town officials who were paid 
only for their sendees when 
rendered, willing and. in most 
cases, able volunteers who 
sometimes held two or more 
positions. The years before 
1000 were formative ones: I lie 
next century saw the rise of 
professionalism, greater state 
intrusion into local affairs, and 
proliferation of sendees fora 
growing population.

- Hu Eleanor Parkhurst

U/

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

100 years ago today
Chelmsford Town Hall, now the Community Center, decked out for the town’s 250th 
anniversary.

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

I scream, you scream
Upton’s Ice Cream in North Chelmsford. Unknown date.

Slavery in
Chelmsford
Slaves, from Page (i

Based on the scanty data now available, it seems that the 
slaves here wen1 generally treated as household servants, farm 
hands and, in a lew cases, workers in a trade or business such 
as a tavern ora tailoring establishment, quite unlike the much 
larger number employed on the Southern plantations as field 
laborers and household servants in the great houses of the 
plantation owners. An entiy dated March 18, 1756, describes 
oik' owner’s I houghls on the death of his slave Venus:

"My Negro servant Venus died of a throat distemper of 
which there was a good deal in town. A great loss. ( onsidering 
it as a loss of ('.state (property), it hath little or no weight in my 
mind. But as a death in my family, one that hath gone and [sic) 
that hath lived so many years with me and bin so much trou­
ble, the one that hath gone through a great deal of hill’d setvice 
and that hath provoked me mid my wife to rash and unjustifi­
able expressions and lim’d treatment of her; so wicked and sin 
fill whose soul as precious as any. Upon these considerations. I 
count her loss great.”

During the Revolution, two local Negroes enlisted in the 
army: one was Cato, belonging Io Dr. Abboll, of whom we 
know little except that he served 1777-1770 mid saw action at 
Clieny Valley; the other was Parzilla Lew, born in Groton in 
1743, son of Primus, (’apt. Boyden's manservant mid Mmgaret, 
a mulatto formerly servant to Samuel Scripture.

When lie was 17 years old. Barzilla enlisted in a Groton mili­
tia company that took part in mi unsuccessful assault on 
Canada Some time later he came to Chelmsford and was liv­
ing in the North End. according to a 1775 tax list. This was the 
section of town lying north of the center extending beyond but 
including the Merrimack River and its Pawtucket Falls At age 
30 he enlisted in ( 'apt. John Ford’s Chelmsford company and 
was described on the roster as “Stature, 6 feel; (Iccupation. 
cooper Reported a Negro; Filer." He was already well known 
for his musical abilities.

Chelmsford appeal’s to have had no special problems with 
its slaves but TVngsborough, according Io Morton's recent 
"Images of America: Tvngsborough" an attic beam in the T\ng 
mansion bore "a heavy iron ring once used for chaining trou­
blesome slaves."

In Concord, .John.Jack, slave of shoemaker Benjamin Bar­
ron, has built a cabin near Merimn’s Comer which became his 
home and that of fellow slave, Old Violet, another one also 
belonging to Barron. After Barron's death, .Jack purchased his 
freedom from the shoemaker's widow and retired from the 
shoeniaking trade. When lie died in 1773 he willed whatever 
was left of his possessions after the burial expense mid the 
lawyer's fee for writing the will had been paid Io old Violet.
The lawyer, Daniel Bliss, well known as the town s Tory 
lawyer, composed mi epitaph for .Jack's gravestone which, one 
historian wrote, had made Jack immortal. The (list two lines of 
the epitaph read: “God wills us free; man wills us slaws. I will 
as God wills; God's will be done.”

As mi anti-gesture, one resident tended Jack's grave prior to 
the Civil War mid planted lilies on it. In tribute to him mid the 
spirit of the epitaph there, Jack's grave has become a place of 

pilgrimage throughout the years for those who too, believe in 
freedom.

— Eleanor Parkhurst

l

Happy 350th Anniversary Chelmsford!
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School days, school days, learn your golden rules days
*a r igh school grndna-i 1 lion ceremonies

arc. comparatively
• speaking, latecom­

ers to the history of our public 
education. The first indication 
that successful completion of 
school work merited special 
recognition in the annual 
reports may he found in the 
reports for 1880 and 1884 
under expenditures for the 
public schools, expenditures 
of $9.50 and $8, respectively 
for "high school diplomas." At 
that time, of course, the town 
had two high schools, one in 
North (.’helmsford and one in 
the center, with the high 
school occupying one room in 
the school building; the 
course of study and the length 
of the high school work were 
quit different from later ver­
sions — the two-year course 
being standard at this time 
and its subjects were very lim­
ited. This is not to say that 
there were no informal cele­
bration of “School’s out!” but 
we do not read of them.

it wits in 1885 that the 
annual financial report of 
school costs was supple­
mented by a formal report by 
the School Committee and the 
school superintendent on 
many aspects of their work. 
Supt. J.H. Vincent reports this 
regarding the North High 
School: “It was very pleasant 
to go into this room and hear 
scholars recite independent of 
the teacher’s questions from 
five to 10 minutes. It seemed 
more like persons making 
speeches than like boys and 
girls reciting. A class of 14 
was graduated from here last 
June, who in their essays and 
declamations appeared more 
like college graduates than 
like high school boys and girls 
15 and 16 years old.”

Two years later, eight 
“scholars” graduated from the 
North High School. Exercises 
were held “as usual” in the 
North Town Hall (although we 
do not know what period of 
time this phrase refers to) and

Superintendent George F 
Snow reported: “The exercises 
showed thorough preparation 
and were highly pleasing to 
the large audience" but no fur­
ther information is given.

In 1888. however, the gradu­
ation program oi l he Center 
High School appeals for the 
first lime in the Town Report 
along with the report of the 
committee and superinten­
dent. Thirteen students were 
graduated at this lime and 
Snow states that “The exer­
cises of graduation were 
attended by the audience 
which completely tilled the 
Town Hall. The essays were 
characterized by more origi­
nality than is generally shown 
at such times. Music-rendered 
by the Chelmsford (Irchestra 
was a marked feature of the 
evening. Diplomas were pre­
sented by J. Adams Bartlett, 
chairman of the School Com­
mittee, with an address to the 
graduates appropriate to the 
occasion."

This program served as a 
graduation model for years to 
come, slightly altered from 
time to lime by adding or leav­
ing out some details. Therefore 
it is worthy of being summa­
rized here: “Military March” by 
Catlin as played by the orches­
tra; a prayer followed after the 
graduates had entered. The 
salutatory essay “Influence of 
Poetry" by Miss Marshall; anil 
three essays by graduates were 
given next by Misses Crooker, 
Davis and Fulton, respectively, 
on "Empress Josephine,” 
“Music,” and “The Three Cas­
kets." The orchestra played 
Gounod’s “Ave Maria." Miss 
Locke's essay “Value of Char­
acter” by Miss McNuft and an 
oration by Master Fletcher on 
“Power of Ideas" was followed 
by another orchestral inter­
lude, Donizetti’s “La Favorita.” 
Two more essays, "The Fall of 
Troy” by Miss Robinson and 
“Joan of Arc," by Miss Warren 
preceded by Class Prophecy 
by Master Saunders. “The 
Authiscope." The orchestra

The 1925 eighth-grade class at the Center Grammar School 
on Nort It Road.

PHOTOS COURTESY OFTHE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Chelmsford Academy students pose for a class portrait in 
either 1861 or 1862.

played a selection from Verdi's 
“11 Trovatore.” Miss Wilson’s 
essay “Great Inventions” and 
the valedictory essay by Miss 
Hutchinson on “The Puritan 
Character,” together with all 
the graduates singing the Part­
ing Ode, closed the program 
except for the awarding of 
diplomas and Chairman 
Bartlett’s address and a bene­
diction.

The first lines of the Part­
ing Ode, written by an uniden­
tified member of the class 
were:

“Once more we gat her, 
classmates,

While the setting sun
Lightly flings its lengthened

shadows
O’er the course we’ve run.” 
Except, perhaps for adding

the names of the clergy who 
took part in the exercise, the 
listing of the Class Flower, 
Colors and Motto, the pro­
gram held for a good while, 
following the general outline 
of his 1888 model. Musical 
interludes were furnished by 
the girls’ or boys’ glee clubs, 
or by the high school orches­
tra. Speakers often came from 
out of town, like the president 
of Boston University, for 
example, or the principal of 
Fitchburg Normal School, or 
the secretary of the state 
Board of Education. The pro­

grams were held in the Town 
Halls regularly with two 
exceptions: One when there 
were three boys and one girl 
in the graduating class and by 
vote, there were no exercises; 
and once when three girls 
were the only graduates, a full 
program was held. By 1930, 
graduations for each of the 
town’s eighth grades were 
held and the names of the 
graduates were listed, just as 
only the names of the high 
school graduates were printed 
— the remains of the elabo­
rate programs.

In 1917, a giant step for­
ward was taken by the School 
Department by consolidating

the two high schools and open­
ing the building now occupied ’ 
by the Town Offices on Biller­
ica Road. The essay topics of 
the graduates at this World 
War I period show its influ­
ence: “The American Red 
Cross," “The Part Women Play 
in the War,” and “America’s 
Duty and the Peace After the 
War” are illustrative of this 
point. In more recent years 
speakers have often come 
from fields of science, industry 
and sports instead of the more 
romantic idealized subjects of 
the kite 1880s and 1890s and 
early 20th-century years.

— Eleanor Parkhurst,. 
< 'lieluisford Newsweekly.

Happy 350th Anniversary from One Neighbor to Another.
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Class picture
This first- or second-grade class at the Center School poses fora group picture with the teacher. Date unknown.

School for deaf started here

CHELMSFORD NEWSWEEKLY PHOTO

Championship season
The 1940 basketball champions were (lie first (’IIS team 
to play in (lie Eastern Mass, tournament. Pictured are, 
front row, Bernie McHugh and George Ducharme, man­
ager; second row from left, Mike Cochrane, Bud Doole, 
Allie Angus, Don Grant and Hank Zabierek; and third 
row from left, John Sullivan, Ham Lennox (’het Wood­
ward, Ed Leonard, Coach John McLaughlin, Hal Clay­
ton, Garvin Jones, Park George and Bob Angus.

Suburban champs
The Lowell Suburban Champions for 1955 were, front 
row from left, Peggy Connor, Co-Capt. Mary McCarthy, 
Co-Capt. Gloria Paduch, Judy Boinil, Carole Harper and 
Marilyn Vaipan; and back row from left, Kay Morrow, 
Gigi Long, Eileen Cumming, Joyce Murphy and Marie 
Lallaise.

Home 
delivery 
of your local 
newspaper 
is just a 
click away.

[SBM www.townonline.com/subscrilie IBcommunity
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or the Clarke School 
for the Deaf, its begin­
ning was in the large 
white house standing

at the corner of North Road 
and Academy Street where, in 
the upper left-hand room, the 
first school in the United 
St ates to teach oral speech and 
lip-reading to deaf students 
opened on June 1, 1866. About 
a year later, thanks to a large 
gift from John Clarke of 
Northampton to the school on 
condition that it relocate to 
that city, the local school was 
closed and teachers and stu­
dent transferred to Northamp­
ton. Ilareit Rogers again

became its principal, assisted 
by Mary S. Byam.

Clarke has earned world­
wide recognition for its work 
with those with hearing 
impairment and total hearing 
loss. In 1992, it celebrated its 
125th anniversary w ith many 
special events, one of which 
was the visit to Chelmsford.

A similar contingent front 
Clarke came here to dedicate 
the boulder on the common 
opposite the house in honor of 
tlie school's 109th birthday. 
The town welcomed them 
enthusiastically and town offi­
cials took special note of the 
occasion. Three relatives of

Mary Byam were present: 
Amelia Byam of Chelmsford, 
Robert Byam of Maine and 
Edith Byam Riese of 
Lawrence. The selectmen pre­
sented the visitors with a key 
to the town and read a procla­
mation aiming other parts of 
the observance during winch 
Clarke president Dennis Gjer- 
den spoke about the school's 
history and its beginning here.

At its opening, the class­
room of the new school easily 
accommodated three pupils, 
hut as the number grev’ to 
eight, a move was made in 
early 1867 next door to the 
building originally built for the

Chelmsford Classical Academy 
in 1825 w hich became Chelms­
ford Academy in 1859 hut 
closed in 1862 due Io the Civil 
War's effect on availability of 
private funds to support the 
academy. Its lirsl floor became 
available for the grow ing new 
school. The further move to 
Northampton late in 1867 left 
the building empty since the 
Central Baptist congregation, 
which had been meeting on 
the upper floor since the 
church was organized at the 
corner of West ford St reel. 'flu' 
academy building then became 
the church parsonage.

Clarke, Page 18

Congratulations to the town of Chelmsford 
Celebrating its 350th anniversary.

For close to 20 years 
Woman Flea 1th Ob/Gyn 

has been a part of the community.

We look forward to continuing to serve 
the residents of Chelmsford and we 

welcome new patients to our practice.

It’s Your 350th Birthday!
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Board Certified Physicians
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Robert FI. Shannon, M.D. FACOG 
Stuart G. Weisfeldt, M.D. FACOG 

Nancy Bartleson, RNC 
Marybeth Marcotte, RNC

On August 1,2005 we will be welcoming 
Karin L. Witt, M.D. to our practice.

Please call for an appointment. 
978-256-1858

3 Meeting House Road 
Suite 25-28

Chelmsford, MA 01824

www.womanhealth.net

Peter A. Eliopoulos, D.M.D
General & Cosmetic Dentistry 

227 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, MA 01824

978-256-9838
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School for deaf 
started in town

Bus brought change to schools

< 'larke, from Page 17 
replai cd in the mi(l-l95lis by 
ibc picscui inmi’ modern 
stun liiii' mi the same site.

Emm this simple beginning, 
i larke School has grown as a 
i I'lilei lot oral education of 
the deal, "dedicilled Io the 
principle dial hearing-impaired 
pupils can live independent 
productive lives " Il offers ser- 
\ ices io infants and their par­
ents learning Io cope with die 
child's deafness, classes from 
preschool lo upper school for 
youngsters, ser­
vices for main­
streaming hear 
ing-impaired 
pupils and lliose 
who teach them 
or who are them­
selves hearing- 
impaired, services
10 parents and 
senior citizens 
with hearing
11 isses and a wide 
range of research 
pi' ijecls including 
the study of 
ei h blear implants

all to find new 
and belter ways 
of helping the 
hearing-impaired 
in the future.

The Chelms­
ford school's 
upstairs class­
room was in a
house of great significance in 
several oilier ways. Il was die 
birthplace of Josiah Gardner 
Abbott, a member of the Classi­
cal School's tirsl class and a 
student of Concord’s Ralph 
Waldo Emerson lie entered 
Han aril al 13 and graduated 
f< air years later, becoming a 
teacher, then a serious student 
of the lav lie founded and 
ediled a Lowell newspaper, he 
practiced law, he was elected 
stale representative, state sena­
tor, and I S representative, he 
served as a justice of the Stipe- 
riot < ourt in Rost on and had a 
great varied of interests in die

During the 
Civil War 
(in which 

■Judge Abbott 
lost two of his 

sous), the house 
was one of the 
meeting places 
of the Soldiers’ 
Aid Society, 

ichere articles 
of clothing, 

food, bandages, 
and other 
necessities 

ice re prepared.

developing mills and railroads 
of the day and served many of 
them as officer, director or 
I rust ee lie is said to have been 
ottered a cabinet position by 
President Grover ( 'leveland.

I hiring the Civil War (in 
which Judge Abbott lost two 
of his sons), the house was 
one of the meeting places of 
the Soldiers' Aid Society, 
where articles of clothing, 
food, bandages, and other 
necessities were prepared It 
was there that the meeting was 

Iteltl to organize 
the Central Con­
gregational 
Church in die 
home of Eliza and 
Mary Winn and 
their brother 
George (the Winn 
House) in 1876 
and it was the 
Winns who gave 
the land on North 
Road adjoining 
their home as the 
location for the 
church, built in 
1888 after meet­
ing in the 1802 
Schoolhouse, the 
t nitarian Church, 
the Baptist 
Church, and the 
Town Hall.

Deacon Otis 
Adams, witose 
house took its

name from his occupancy, was 
a widely respected resident, 
active in many local affairs. He 
was clerk of the First Congre­
gational Church (now the Uni­
tarian Church) parish from 
1833 to 1870, he was prime 
mover in the plan for a Revolu­
tion monument on the com­
mon and served as treasurer of 
the fund to build it. His descen­
dants still live in town. He held 
many other posts of trust and 
prominence as well as ltis will­
ingness to provide a room for 
the School of the Deaf.

— Eleanor Parkhurst, 
Chelmsford Xeirsireekl//.

ith the opening 
of the ( helms- 
fnrd High School 
- what is now

the Tow it (llfiee Building on 
Billerica Road — it became 
possible to dose the North 
Chelmsford High School and 
bring all high school stu­
dents together — a goal long 
sought by school officials.

I util that time. 11117, vari­
ous means of transporting 
students to the elementary 
anti grammar schools were 
prov ided by independent 
contractors using their own 
equipment, which was for 
the most part horse-drawn 
“barges."

The purchase of two 
I nicks for transporting stu­
dents from the North High 
School lo the Center with an 
appropriation of $5,000 was 
proposed at the annual Town 
Meeting of Feb. 5, 1017. but 
a committee to study the 
matter was appointed 
instead and asked to report 
at the next special Town 
Meeting in the same year.

At the special Town Meet­
ing on May 31. it was voted 
to raise and appropriate 
$1,146 (which amounted to 
25 cents per $1,000 of valua­
tion on the tax rate) and to 
borrow tlte balance of the 
sum of $7,600 — promissory 
notes to be issued for $6,454, 
repayable over four years in 
installments of $1,613.50 per 
year wit It semi-annual inter­
est paid at not more than 5 
percent per year.

Provision of a garage 
facility — to store tlte trucks 
— was put over to tlte next 
annual meeting but $2,200 
was appropriated to “cover 
the balance of tlte expense 
of transporting school chil­
dren."

Two automobile trucks 
were then purchased: a 
G.M.A. vehicle costing $3,450 
and a Pierce Arrow, costittg 
$4,150.

The first drivers, Walter 
Thomas and Frank Lupien 
were paid $273 and $258,

* jf'

£
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For several years, Chelmsford school bus fleet consisted of two vehicles driven by 
George Gaudette and Lewis Fiske.

respectively, for their ser­
vices. Other expenses con­
nected with the trucks came 
to $55.26 for grease, oil, 
chains, etc. The total cost of 
die new form of transporta­
tion for the first year, not 
including purchase of the

vehicles, came to $1087.26.
Tlte 1917 report of tlte 

School Committee declared 
that: “This year lias marked
tlte beginning of a new 
epoch in die history of the 
school system in town. This 
important change in tlte

operation of the system has 
been due to two reasons. 
First, tlte consolidation of 
the two High Schools and, 
second, the use of tlte auto 
mobile trucks for transporta 
tion of school children. “

- J3t/ Eleanor Parkliurs

Via ■ X

Whether you are traveling for 
business or pleasure - we’ve made 
your travel more rewarding.

HAWTHORN
---------- SUITES LTD?------ ©

Happy 350, 
Chelmsford!

• Complimentary full American breakfast buffet

• Complimentary high-speed Internet

• Outdoor pool and fitness center

FOR RESERVATIONS, CALL

1-800-754-5401, 
visit hawthorn.com

CHELMSFORD, MA
Hawthorn Suites LI D.

25 Research Place • N. Chelmsford, MA 01863 

078-256-5151 • l ax 978-256-6633

H YATT
GOLD PASSPORT

Join Hyatt Gold Passport and start 
earning free nights at llawihorn Suites

• Lifetime resident of Chelmsford
• Grandparents settled here in 1920
• Chelmsford High Grad in 1985
• Board Certified in Internal Medicine
• Joined her brother’s practice, Dr. William Zouzas, 

after completing her residency at Pontiac 
Osteopathic Medical Center in Michigan

• Emphasis on preventative health care and 
women’s health issues

• Multi-lingual staff, including Spanish,
Laos and Khamer

• Most insurances accepted

Always welcoming new patients 

978.250.0032

227 Chelmsford St. • Chelmsford, MA 01824 

Proud to be sewing this community 
and also to he a part of the 
350th Birthday Celebration!

i

hawthorn.com
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Social event of the season
hi' ( hcltusfoid Milage Improv.'incut 
Assticiat ion (as (list itiguishecI frt an 
tin1 Smith ( lielmsfonl Villagi 
Improvement Association w.iich was

organized somewhat later) depended heavily 
on its Field Days (litter known as Clean I p 
Days) and in what was in its heyday it "social 
event of t he season.”

Contemporary new spaper accounts (1881) 
tell of the transport til ion arrangements I'ortlie 
event, the music, and the dances, as well as of 
(lie dance itself:

"'flic Village Improvement Association w ill 
close the winter with a grand '•all in the town 
hall, Thursday evening, Marek (’>. The Ameri­
can orchestra has been seemed, and the 
dances will consist mainly of those in which 
our fathers and mothers wtre proficient. As 
Lowell is to lie represented in the persons of 
some of her most substantial citizens, a spe­
cial train will lie run for tleir accommodation, 
leaving the Middlesex Stieel depot at 7:30, 
returning titter the ball. Only the regular fare, 
20 cents for the round Dip, will be charged. 
There is every reason to believe that the 
adjoining towns will bi represented by some 
of their best people, and it is the intention of 
the association to mate this occasion the 
event of the season."

The occasion wasindeed a successful one, 
according to this net's item:

“The VIA Hall. Indescribing the success of 
the ball the writer is strongly tempted to bor­
row from the circus and dry goods advertisers 
a dozen or two of their big adjectives such as 
‘magnificent, unparalleled, unprecedented, 
phenomenal,' etc.anil he is quite confident 
that none orthos? present would take him to 
task for Munchatisenisni.

“The statement of your local correspondent 
in last week's Jcurnal that the association 
intended to make this the social event of the 
season w as fully verified by the result. The

rare combination in March of line weather, a 
full moon, and good sleighing, brought it large 
number from the city and adjoining towns. 
More than 100 came in a special train from 
Lowell and among the many well known citi­
zens were recognized B.F. Shaw, J.B. Richard 
son. S.G. Parker, A.R. Bacbelder, E.B. Conant, 
Horace Ela, C.ll. Wilder and Dr. Heald.

“Dancing commenced at 8 o'clock, the 
American orchestra furnishing the music and 
continued till 1, with an intermission from 10 
to 11 for supper which, excellent in quality 
and ample in quantity, was provided by the 
ladies ol'the village, except the ice cream, 
which came from the well known establish­
ment of Page & Nunn. The capacity of the hall, 
ample for all ordinary occasions, was severely 
taxed to accommodate the large number who 
wished to dance, and the only regret felt by 
the directors was that they had not the power 
to extemporize an extension to the audito­
rium. Undoubtedly this was the hugest gather­
ing ever assembled in tin1 hall and in its per­
sonnel beyond criticism. As a financial venture 
the association has abundant cause for self- 
congratulation."

Annual picnics were popular affairs, too. 
Some 300 persons attended the all-day picnic 
held at nearby Nabnasset. There were games 
and sports, and a program of musical selec­
tions by the North Chelmsford brass band. 
Allot her year, the picnic was held at Willow- 
dale, on the other side of the Merrimack, 
which was “a very pleasant gathering" we are 
told, to which about 200 people from West- 
lord, Lowell and T\ngsboro went, in addition 
to the 35 from Chelmsford who went in style 
in a “barge” — a horse drawn vehicle. Here 
again there were games and sports, and, as at 
Nabnasset, a dance for the young people in the 
evening ended the program.

— Elea nor Pa rkhurst, 
Chelmsford Neiesteeekli/.

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Club meeting

The officers of the International Order of Odd Fellows. Date unknown.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Honorary gardeners

The Chelmsford Garden Club's honorary members pictured in 1956. They were, from 
left, Mrs. William Baldwin, Mrs. Frederic A. Snow, Mrs. Garfield Davis, Mrs. Charles A. 
Wells, Mrs. Harold Stewart, Mrs. Warren Kneeland, Miss Frances Clark, Mrs. Josiah E. 
Marshall and Mrs. Ralph Emerson.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

All in the family

The family at 78 High St. poses for a group portrait. Date unknown.

New look- 
Same great quality

las#

$4.00 off per gallon
on ail

Benjamin Moore Paints
Sale Ends 7-2-05.

You've always looked to your Benjamin Moore retailer for great products and great 
advice. Well, that's not changing. And now, our newly redecorated store will make 
your entire shopping experience even better. You'll find improved lighting, more 
helpful signs, and a layout that's easier to get around. We even have lots of helpful 
decorating ideas to inspire you and make planning more fun. We'll work with you to 
bring your ideas to life. After all, we want you to walk out of here with the confi­
dence you need to get the job done right.

MAYNARD
147 powder Mill Rd. 

(Rte. 62) 
978-897-3020

III III INI. IDS
270 Cambridge St. 

(Rte. 3A) 
78I-272-II8O

( 111 1 MSI OKI)
7 Summer St. 
978-250-9908

III DIORI)
51 Great Rd. 
781-275-1967

At ION
425 Great Rd.

t Rte. 2A) 
978-263-3374

Proudly serving 
he community 
of Chelmsford 

since 1955.

^clOMTU HVI DHD

(.IM SAYINGS m\K

himi in i
; ■ ■■■ ■1:111 I

Lowell we
It starts with a conversation.

23 Fletcher Street, Chelmsford, MA 01824 
20 Groton Road, North Chelmsford, MA 01863

! & FDM in i
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Full steam ahead
The OCRR locomotive pulls into Chelmsford Center in 1890.

PHOTO COURTESY 
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All in a 
day's work
The Eben Adams 

store delivery 
team taken 

on Nov, 2, 1939.
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Garrison House 
still makes history
By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

lie Garrison House in 
South Chelmsford is 
one of the oldest, if

S not the oldest remain­
ing houses in Chelmsford.

Its architecture is typical of 
dwellings erected during the 
early 18th century.

In 1702, Pelatiah Adams Sr. 
deeded a relatively small lot 
next to the road to his sons 
Pelatiah Jr. and Thomas 
Adams, and the Garrison House 
was erected soon after that.

The house stayed in the 
Adams family until 1726, when 
Benjamin Heywood of Biller­
ica purchased it.

The architecture of this 
early sett lement house con­
tains both superstition and 
necessity.

The roofs on many early 
two-story houses are absent of 
dormer windows, which were 
leaking and the lack of insula­
tion made them a burden on 
the inhabitants. Also, the night' 
air was thought to be noxious 
a superstition held over from 
the Puritan religion. A useful 
addition to the Garrison House 
was the use of a “lean-to" built 
onto the back of the house. It 
enlarged the area of the lower 
floor, which allowed more 
space for the kitchen and 
sleeping area.

Along with the Garrison 
House on the property the I).
P. Byam blacksmith shop was 
moved to tile present location

in 1977. (fur lives are 
extremely different today, as 
opposed to the earlier cell 
turies.

Tin* blacksmith was one of 
lh(' most important people in 
the community. Without the 
blacksmith, a towns person 
Wouldn’t be able to acquire 
lorseshoes, door hinges, liar 
Busses, hammers, or nails. 
W'thout the blacksmith, many 
of',he things we take lor 
graited today, wouldn’t have 
been possible without his skill.

Tiie blacksmith shop in 
Soutl Chelmsford was owned 
an operated by Marcus I). 
Byam,and after the Civil War 
by his job, Daniel P. Byam. 
Their stop was famous for the 
manufacturing and repair of 
the famtus blue sleds used by 
many inlnbitants of Chelms­
ford to bail cords of wood 
during tin winter months.

When Daniel P. Byam died 
the building was inherited by 
his granddaughter Eleanor 
Parkhurst vho donated the 
building to the Garrison House 
Association tor education and 
learning prog ams.

Tlit> Garrison Douse is still 
used today for educational 
purposes. Every October, sec­
ond-grade students go to the 
house spending two hours 
touring the house, blacksmith 
shop, barn, churning butler, 
making soap, dipping candles, 
and quilting. In May, school 
children visit the grounds fora 
live blacksmith demonstration.

PHOTO COURTESY 

OF JANE DRURY

Teaching
tricks
A young resident 
of 78 High St. 
teaches his dog 
how to sit up and 
beg.

Happy 350, 
Chelmsford...

from Merrimack Valley Orthopedics

Dr. Kevin Malone
Orthopedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

ACCEPTING PATIENTS OF ALL AGES

EOF GENERAL ORTHOPEDIC CARE 

& SPORTS MEDICINE.

KEVIN MALONE, DO
MERRIMACK VALLEY ORTHOPAEDIC ASSOCIATES
The Medical Offices at Lowell General at Drum Hill 

10 Research Place, Suite 203, North Chelmsford, MA 01863

Tel: 978 275-9650

Dolan Funeral Home

1655-2005

Dolan Funeral Home 

takes great pride in being 

a part of the Chelmsford 

Community since 1974.

Dear Friends,
This weekend is Memorial Day Weekend. This holiday 

weekend marks the beginning of our summer season with 

trips to the beach or to the lakes and mountains. There 

will be parades and fireworks to entertain the folk. With 

all that going on, it is easy to lose sight of the true 

meaning of this holiday weekend.

This weekend is meant for remembering our deceased 

relatives and friends. It isn’t meant to be a somber 

weekend, but rather a joyous one reflecting on all the good 

times you had with those people who have passed on. 

Many people wish to go to area cemeteries to pay their 

respects but have no transportation. Because of this prob­

lem, we are offering such service to local cemeteries at no 

charge on Monday, May 30, 2005 from 9:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

If you require a ride to a local cemetery, call us to set up 

a time as accommodations are limited.

Respectfully, 
Janies F. Dolan

James F. Dolan, Il 
and Staff

106 Middlesex Street • Chelmsford, Massachusetts

978-251-4041

i
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Neighbors
Below left, Mr. mid Mrs. Solomon Pnrkhimd around I HSR 
in front of their home nt 07 High St. Below, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilfred Greene of North Chelmsford are ready to take a 
spin in the steamer ear Mr. Greene purehased used in 1912 
for $000. The ear was built by the Waltham Auto Company. 
Bottom left, Alt hough this picture was taken in the woods 
of Maine around 1900, it includes men from Chelmsford.

From left, Arthur Emerson, Harry Parkhurst and guide 
Frank Currier. Bottom right, Mary Stetson Clarke, center, 
author of “The Old Middlesex Canal," visits the Toll House 
on the Commons on July 29, 1975, where she is .joined by 
Janet Lombard and Richard Labile, president of the 
Chelmsford Historical Society.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND JANE DRURY

Over 25 years in business & still the best!

D AV SPA 
Newbury Street 

Services at
Chelmsford Prices

BRENDA SUE 
Owner/Founder

Happy 350th
Birthday!
Proudly Serving 
Chelmsford Since 1987

NEW

NOWHERE!
Fantasy Tan Spray 

Tanning!
Get the look without harmful effects! 

Ours is different because of 
the various color tones.

Coming in July...
• Laser Hair Removal 

• Skin Resurfacing

Leader in the Field of: 
Electrolysis • Microdermabrasion 

Facials • Nails • Skin Care • Body Care 
Non-Surgical Face Lifts 

Massage Therapy 

(978) 256-2343
7 Summer Street, Chelmsford

Hours: Mon.-Fri.!)-!); Sat. !)-5 • wwWMslileypuigedayspa.com
"Where pampering is not just a word...it's a way of life. ”

--------------------------------------------------------- ■*——----------------------------------------

W
Our Birthday 
gift to you...

15% any spa service

20% off any hair color service

1st time clients only.
Some services excluded.

Not to be combined with other offers.

hester 
chanical

Heating • Air Conditioning

HVAC Sales • Service • Installation 
Commercial • Residential

978-251-0525
109 Tyngsboro Road 

No. Chelmsford, MA 01863 

Fax: 978-251-0526 

Web Site: www.winmech.com

I Celebration Special.., i

i Air
\$150 OFF Conditioning

With this coupon only. Presented at lime of estimate.
One coupon per customer Expires June 15, 2005

wwWMslileypuigedayspa.com
http://www.winmech.com
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Turn-of-the-century Center
This photo by A.J. Emerson of Chelmsford Center was taken from the 
hotel block looking up North Road.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Chicken Corner '75
On May 8, 1975, the Chelmsford-Westford-T\ngsboro Newsweekly ran 
this photo of the Center with a caption describing how a police officer 
would direct traffic in Chicken Corner during morning and evening 
rush hours.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Chelmsford Center 1983
This aerial shot of the Center appeared in the Chelmsford Newsweekly, March 10, 1983.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Watch out for those fins
Chehnsford Center is decked out for Election Day 195(5.

Congratulations, Chelmsford!

"The Original"

PAVING CONTRACTORS
Started in 1951

by William E. Belleville Sr. and his wife Margaret 
Family Owned and Operated 

2nd generation running business

Owner and President Walter E. Belleville along 
with his sister & brother in-law 

Linda and Peter Decker

Residential, Industrial, Commercial 
Driveways - Sidewalks 

Tennis Courts - Basketball Courts 
Parking Lots - Roadways

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

978-256-5584
Mention this ad for our birthday gift for you...

(We value our Senior Citizens!)

10% OFF
Residential Paving

When signed before June 15, 2005

15% OFF
Residential Paving

When signed before June 15, 2005
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During the depression, town had own WPA
cnnnrd “Lenny" S. 
MacElroy was the 
first wcll'arc agent lor 
litis town from 10.15

Io 1011.
MacElroy held this office 

by appointment ol the Board 
of Public Welfare, often don 
bling as I he Board of Select­
men. I le couldn't have 
worked in a more essential 
capacity or at it more rapidly 
changing social, political and 
economic period than the 
early years of President 
Franklin Roosevelt's first 
term.

Roosevelt was inaugurated 
in March of 1033, when the 
country was in the midst of 
economic chaos and the peo­
ple were despondent. Unem­
ployment was an overriding 
concern.

Roosevelt wits seen as a 
strong leader. Optimistic, 
decisive and, with the help of 
the bright young men around 
him, called his Brain Trust, he 
was ready to take on and 
work toward solving the 
problems of the day.

The attack on unemploy­
ment and poverty by a num­
ber of New Deal programs 
was well under way when 
MacElroy began his work in 
1935.

The Emergency Relief 
Administration and the Works 
Progress Administration, car­
ried out by a local director 
independent of, hut closely 
connected to, the Department 
of Public Well'ari', was funded 
by the federal government 
and the local government.

('helmsford, like other 
local communities, provided 
material and equipment for 
the projects while the govern­
ment provided federal grants 
for labor.

Origins of deficit spending
The federal grants were 

given and needed in such 
huge amounts that the old 
tradition of balanced budgets 
had to be abandoned and 
"deficit spending" wassuhsti-

One project 
was deepening 
and, widening 
Beaver Brook

from Central Square 
toward Lowell 
to solve a long­

standing pollution 
problem.

luted on the theory that over­
spending in "had" years 
would he made up by the 
increased revenue of “good" 
years which this “pump prim­
ing" helped to develop.

With that new theory, the 
federal government could not 
continue to fund the WPA so 
generously. When in 1940 
cuts of 59 percent were 
made, the burden of aiding 
ex-Works Progress employees 
fell on ( helmsford and 
MacElroy.

Works Progress projects 
which were operating before 
the MacElroy era included a 
wide variety of programs 
from repairing and painting 
public buildings to construct­
ing and oiling roads, building 
sidewalks, laying water pipe 
in all the water districts, 
building street drainage, con­
trolling gypsy moth infesta­
tion and, for women, sewing.

Some 150 to 200 men were 
WPA workers at the height of 
that program.

Chelmsford’s New Deal
In 1910, when WPA-fund- 

ing was at its lowest ebb, 
MacElroy and the selectmen 
and the Highway Department 
organized the town’s own 
program which did on a 
smaller scale what the WPA 
had been doing.

One project was deepening 
and widening Beaver Brook 
from Central Square toward 
Lowell to solve a long-stand­
ing pollution problem.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

The ‘TVainp House’ at the corner of Billerica and Golden Cove roads was a building used to house the many homeless 
men who wandered from place to place. Under state law, the town furnished supper, breakfast and a bed. The men were 
required to do whatever work they could in return. The house was torn down in the mid-1950s.

Initially, MacElroy’s work 
included two categories: tem­
porary aid and old age assis­
tance.

Families in the first cate­
gory were provided with all 
necessities from groceries, 
rent, fuel, water, light, cash 
and medicine as well as buri­
als.

These recipients also 
received these items as 
needed, but grants to individ­
uals were constantly being 
increased and eventually all 
commodities were elimi­
nated, especially with the 
advent of Social Security in 
1935.

The town infirmary at 
Golden Cove and Turnpike 
roads sheltered many elderly

poor in the past but was 
closed in 1942 as part of the 
trend toward de-institutional­
ization and also it was eco­
nomically unfeasible.

Only three residents were 
living there at the lime. They 
were transferred Io the West- 
lord Infirmary and boarded at 
town expense.

— Eleanor Parkhurst, the 
Chelmsford lude/ieudenl.

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE 
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Jonathan Maiming built 
this farm in 181(5. In 1872, 
it became the Town Farm 
to provide work for indi­
gent Chelmsford residents.
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THE

WELLES
EMPORIUM

Ltd.

As a company we've been here about a 
quarter century. But as individuals 

we've been here a lot longer.

Patricia A. DeFreitas, CEO 
since 1976

Richard E. DeFreitas, CFO 
since 1953 

CHS graduate 1957

SOMWliA Certhed

Wonderful jewelry, 
blown glass, unique women's 

clothing, pewter 
and pottery.

Gifts for the garden.
Visit us at

The Welles Emporium 
You'll be happy you did!

tfZofn/ res u/cut# of 'a yreat foto/t 

t A* years...

f (/«n zer

automated business controls
“Professional Service With Personal Dedication”

15 Tyngsboro Rd Suite 2C tel: (978) 251-3003
N Chelmsford MA 01863 fax: (978) 251-3033

In Historic Downtown Lowell 
175 Merrimack Street

(978)-454-4401

SUMMIT HOURS: 9:30 - 5 MON-SAT
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Dedication day

On June 11. 1899, (In* (own dedicated (In* Revolutionary Boulder at Central Square. The 
Boulder was a gift from the Molly Vanillin Chapter, D.A.R.

PHOTO COURTESY OFTHE CHELMSFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

They chute, they score

The construction of an ice clinic al Russell’s Pond, around 19(10.

CHELMSFORD
FROM ALL OF US 

AT THE

' w

Western

*■ ***
4

187 Chelmsford Street

978.256.7511

we offer:
beautifully appointed 

guest rooms 

private meeting rooms 

banquet rooms 

www. best western, com

Oliver Fletcher was 
first town counsel

liver l-’lelelier (1708-1701), direel 
desecndiinl of William Fletcher al 
whose house llie lirsl Public (Town I 
Meeting was held in November 1051

lo organize a government lor the Hedging sel 
llemenl, is believed lo have been the town's 
lirsl lawyer.

lie handled the town's legal affairs and 
engaged in private practice. Ih' graduated 
from Harvard in 1735 and, according to news 
paper accounts of the day, received a second 
degree in 1738.

Like other members of 
tlie distinguished Fletcher 
family, Oliver Fletcher’s 
career was notable in many 
areas, lie was especially 
interested in tlie early 
schools, served as an elected 
official for many years, was 
appointed Justice of the 
Peace for Middlesex County 
and represented Chelmsford 
at the General Court in 
Boston.

In 1750, he was named to 
take charge of tlie schools, 
which had had difficulty in 
finding and keeping school­
masters. Fletcher taught 
grammar and writing during 
most of if not all of tlie six years he spent al 
tlie school system (1750-1756).

At tlie same time (1751), lie was elected a 
selectman and town clerk, continuing in those 
positions in 1752, when lie also became tlie 
town moderator. From 1758 to 1761, he was 
not only tlie moderator but represented tlie 
town at the General Court in Boston. In 1762 
and 1765, lie again was moderator but there­
after left public elective office and concen­
trated on legal matters.

In 1763, Fletcher bought a house — possi­
bly looking forward to tlie time of his marriage 
in 1766 to Mrs. Grace Weld, a young widow liv­
ing in Roxbury.

The property he acquired was quite exten­
sive, but part of it was occupied by a house 
built by tlie town for the Rev. Thomas Clark, 
second minister of the Church of Chelmsford, 
1677-1704. We don't know whether this house 
was the building now known at 1 Bartlett St., 
but it did serve as the Fletcher residence for 
many years.

Tlie former Grace Weld, now Mrs. Fletcher, 
was a niece of tlie Rev. Thomas Weld, lirsl 
minister of the church in Tyngsboro. Thomas 
Weld Jr. had been appointed schoolmaster in 
Chelmsford directly after his graduation from 
Haivard (1702) but died suddenly, (wo years 
later — lie was a cousin of Grace Weld.

Happy
►
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Celebrating 
10 Years In Business

"77iairf (/ace to actn CogczC cOcnte 

fon tfcecn cocitiacted fatnonaye oven

tftc fmat fOc/eand...

Gun Staff.
*7ncxi. "Daticr. "TCicdtia. Ciadi/, &atoi. "Ttaactf. 

fiatr s4ntte. Sudu and

Spring into a New Look...
during our Anniversary Celebration

Save 10% Off 
Any Service

through May 30
Musi have ad at time of service 

Expires 5/30/05

Call 978.251.7600 
for an appointment

Enter to Win 4,J(/a
3 Free Product Basket *no purchase
Haircut value $ 100 necessary 

to enter

15 Tyngsboro Road 

Vinal Square
North Chelmsford, MA 01863

lie handled the 
Iowa’s legal affairs 

and engaged in 
private practice. 

He graduated from 
Harvard in 1735 
and, according lo 

newspaper accounts 
of the dag, recei red 
a second degree ia 

1738.

Justice and Mrs. Weld had a daughter, 
Martha, or Pally, who was born in 1767. Her 
lather's sudden death in 1771 from what was 
called "dumb palsy" or “apoplexy” came when 
the little girl was not yet live years old.

She and her mother, as far as we know, 
continued lo live in their home until 1703 
when Patty married her cousin Jabez Hatch 
Weld of Plymouth. N.ll. where the couple 
made then home and had a son. This son mar 
t ied a woman, whose lirsl name Boreas, is all 

we know about her.
Alter Patty's husband 

died, her mother could lie 
speculated lo have gone to 
live with her as was the cus­
tom of the lime. Grace died 
al the age of 85. Patty died 
at the age of 60 on July 4, 
1827.

Grace had given the 
Chelmsford property to 
Patty, and she had in turn, 
deeded it to her daughter-in- 
law, Boreas. Boreas sold the 
property in 1839.

Tlie old home property 
was then owned by a suc­
cession of residents, includ­
ing S. S. Parkhurst, Judah 
Wetlierbee, John Minot 

Fiske. Joel Adams and Joel Adams Bartlett, 
whose daughter after marriage lived in the so- 
called "Pink House" next to the Adams 
Library. The library is located on land given 
for I he purpose of building a library by Joel 
Adams Bartlett.

All of this giv es a sense of immediacy, of 
connection between the Justice Fletcher fam­
ily and the present day. In addition, a similar 
sense of connection comes from following out 
the Weld genealogy and finding that it 
includes former Gov William Weld.

But what of Mr. Justice Fletcher, whose 
untimely death, in 1771 came while lie was a 
comparativ ely young man, married only a few 
years, with a small daughter and a wife only 
38 years old?

He was a man whose social position 
ranked next to that of (lie minister and who 
enjoyed a professional and personal reputa­
tion of tlie liigliesl degree.

Parson Bridge, in his diary, wrote on Nov. 
30, 1771. the day of Fletcher's death, “This day 
died suddenly. Oliver Fletcher, Esq., of this 
town. A worthy man, my good neighbor and 
friend. A great loss is sustained in his death to 
the town and lo tlie country, as well as to his 
own family and relatives."

VIciihid- Parkhurst, 
llir < 'licliiisftirtl liule/iendrill.

Chelmsford Country Club 
Monday, June bill anytime between 5-9pm

See oui new spring gill line ini lulling 

Fusion Glass, PlumBrook Tableware, 
Beaded Purses, Baby Items 

A I lotne Ai cents!!

Free Admission and Appetizers!! 
(’ash and ( any...I.ike il will) you! 

We ,i< i epi M( /VS, i heck .mil i ash!
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Along for the ride
The F. 3. Whitteinore carriage manufacturers on Nort h Road.
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By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

? helmsford is a town laden with 
a rich historical background.

Many famous people have
‘ ' come and gone from this town.

Everyone knows dial Alexander Graham 
Bell invented the telephone, but does 
anyone know about his wife, Mabel Hub­
bard?

Mabel Hubbard was Alexander's inspi­
ration Io invent the telephone among 
other things.

Hubbard, in 1866 enrolled three pupils 
into the first school for the deaf in the 
I Tilted Slates. The method used Io leach 
the students was purely oral, using a sys­
tem of articulation and lip-reading. From 
these methods of teaching, Alexander 
Graham Bell was able to visualize the 
vibrations of speech coming from the 
mouths of deaf children. The school felt 
that sign language was isolating the deaf 
people rather than helping them to com­
municate in a normal way. The methods 
Mabel and Alexander Bell discovered 
helped to integrate the handicapped, 
rather than isolate them.

Bis experiments led to use of vibra­
tions, and eventually spawned the tele­
phone. Bell obtained his first patent for 
the telephone in 1876. This eventually

created Bell telephone company which 
was then renamed AT&T.

Mabel Hubbard wasn't always deal. 
Born on Nov. 25 1857, in Boston, antibi 
otics were not yet available to fight the 
inflammation contracted from Scarlet 
Fever. Mabel contracted the disease 
when she was five years old, and the 
infection spread to her inner ear causing 
major damage. Mabel, at age 16 began to 
attend speech lessons taught by then, 
Aleck Bell. Ten years her (“Ider, Aleck 
began to fall in love. They got engaged 
and were soon married in 1875. Mabel 
had an ear for the rhythm of words. 
Mabel made some suggestions to Aleck 
about his name, first of which was to 
drop the “K”, and to use his full name on 
everything official. Alexander Graham 
Bell took her suggestions and changed 
his name, to the name we are familiar 
with today.

Mabel's father owned and edited the 
National Geographic Society Magazine, 
founded in 1888. Aleck became the presi­
dent of the magazine, hut it fought to 
maintain subscribers and a steady 
income for Bell. Mabel made a few sug­
gestions like adding more photos, and 
stories to accompany the photos. Soon, 
the publication became one of the most 
acclaimed magazines worldwide, known

for its stunning photography.
The couple had a fear that if they bad 

children they may turn out deaf. This 
never occurred Mabel became a mother 
in 188(1 to I)aisy and Elsie. Mabel was a 
supporter of the Woman's Suffrage move 
menl, and in 1910 Mabel and her daugh­
ters marched down Pennsylvania AVemie 
in Washington I).(

Alexander contracted diabetes in 
1020 I le later contracted a blood disease 
and died in 1922, at the age of 75. Mabel 
mourned her husband's death, but 
attempted to occupy herself as best she 
could. Mabel look initiative to organize 
her late husband's notes for a biography 
on bis life. Being savvy in science, she 
allenipled to < ontinue some of his other 
innovations such as experiments with a 
hydrofoil, and some flying machine 
designs. Her life was cut short only five 
months after Alexander died, Mabel con­
tracted pancreatic cancer, and died in 
1923. Mabel was buried next to her hus­
band at their summer residence in 
('anada.

Mabel was a remarkable woman 
despite her disability. She made tremen­
dous strides in the education of deaf chil­
dren and adults Coming from Chelms­
ford, she leaves the mark of pride on her 
home town, and history.
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Parade day
This is a horse and float waiting for the start of the .July 4, 
1907 Parade belonged to the Eban Adams Grocer.

Wilson Hotel welcomed visitors

•• • vy* C-iM *' 'W’Y-.'

Humble beginnings
PHOTO COURTrSY OF JANE DRURY

An earlier incarnation of St. Mary’s Church on North Road 
and Fletcher Street.

Hotel, from Page 9
and, briefly, as a dress shop.

The days of a post office within a 
confectionery store are long gone, and 
only memories of Sweetser’s Market 
with its sawdust covered floor, its bar­
rels of Malaga grapes packed in saw­
dust, the great sides of beef from which 
a customer's order was cut, and the 
straw-hatted, white-aproned employees 
are kept by a few individuals. The livery 
stable, which became an automobile 
shop and then a shop selling all sorts of 
odd articles, useful and ornamental or 
merely “different” perhaps leftovers 
from the auction business of the propri­
etor. The automobile space was divided 
up with a part devoted to a law office 
and the rest a natural food store, later a 
hairdresser’s salon.

Recycling of space is not new as 
shown by the great number of variety 
of stores that have occupied the street 
floor of “the old hotel.” Inside, it has 
remained for the most part a rooming-

“The old holer is a 
monument to the 

businessmen of the 1880s 
and later who saw in il 
an opportunity to serve 
the public in ways that 
changed with changing 

conditions

boarding house, now an apartment 
house, but at the turn of the century, 
the Misses Philips, two maiden ladies 
from Richmond, VI., arrived, took 
rooms there and whilt* one was "a 
skilled dressmaker" the other was "pro­
ficient in the musical art" and perhaps 
gave singing or piano lessons — truly 
genteel pursuits. There had been an ice 
cream parlor there, too, run by the 
enterprising Mrs. Simons who felt sure

that the residents approved that use1 of 
space to having “a liquor saloon." And 
at one time — about when the garage 
across the street now destroyed by fire 
was built, two other ladies, Mrs. 
Hemenway and Mis. Hagerman offered 
excellent baked goods for sale in the 
lower front right hand room.

I 'nder the new' owner, aside from 
painting, the encasing of the round iron 
columns with wooden frames to 
enhance a more Colonial look, there 
w ill be little change in outward appear­
ance, except fora welcome uniformity 
of business signs. "The old hotel" is a 
monument to the businessmen of the 
1889s and later w ho saw in it an oppor­
tunity Io serve the public in ways that 
changed with changing conditions (the 
railroad, the summer tourists, the car­
riages. the automobile garage, and so 
on), tis well as io make a living for Iheii 
families. Il represents an ini (-resting 
chapter in the social and economic his 
torv of the town.
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SENIOR CENTER

Wishes to 
acknowledge 

and thank 
the people of 

Chelmsford for 
their support, 
volunteerism 

& pride in 
making ours 

one of the best!

*‘4 resource for 
all generations'"

978-251-8692

Keystone
Montessori School

fostering self-esteem 

through independence and 

a love of learning

❖ Preschool through grade six

❖ Excellence in Montessori education

❖ Outstanding Montessori trained staff

❖ A diverse and welcoming community

❖ Beautiful classrooms and facilities

❖ Weaves conflict resolution, cultural 
studies, art, music, foreign language 
within a challenging academic program.

❖ American Montessori Society affiliate. 
OCCS licensed.

Success and mastery create confidence 

and motivate learning.
Come see why Montessori is

paving the way of educational change!

Come loin 
Other Families 
From The Area

Selected openings available 
in our Preschool, Kindergarten, 
& Elementary (Grades lst-6tli) 

Classes for the 2<M)5-2(M>6 
School Year.

73 Princeton Street, North ( helmsford 

978 251-2929 • www.keystoiiesihool.coin

“The relationship between patient and physician is 
always important, hut tabes on even greater meaning 
when the doctor is a gynecologist. ! take the time to 
genuinely listen to all the women who confide in 
me...the earing just comes naturally.
“For over IS years, I've been helping women enjoy 
lifelong good health, zh </ specially trained GYN, / 
combine state-of-the-art techniques with a personal 
approach and a dedication to your total health and 
well-being. You can rely on me to explore all possible 
options, to listen to you and answer all your questions, 
and to create a personalized health plan that's perfect 
for your needs. ”

Pumima R. Sangal, Ml), FACOG
Diplomate: American Board ol Obstetrics & Gynecology; 

fellow; flic Royal Solicit ol Physicians, London, U.K.; former 
Chid: Department ol Obstetrics 6: Gynecology, I owell General

Hospital; Member; American College ol Obstetricians & 
Gynecologists, American Medical Association, Mass Medical 
Society, American Association of Gynecologic Eaparoscopists,

American College of International Physicians, SOI IGO, 
American (College ol Physician Executives

PULI SPEC I RUM ol (’AN SERVICES WITH 
SP1 ( IA1 I \PI 1< 11SI IN;

• l aser Endoscopic GYN lieatments • Hormone
Replacement Therapy & Menopause Clinic

• Personalized Infertility Programs • Ultrasound

• Advanced I lair Removal Program 
Featuring EpiLight

1 COURTHOUSE LANE, SUITES 9 & U,
Cl II 1 MSI ORD, MA 01824

(978) 970-1000
w\\ w.awomanpkice.com

;4 WOMANS (PLACE

t

http://www.keystoiiesihool.coin
w.awomanpkice.com
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When winter was always welcomed
inter w as a wel­
come season lor 
I lie residents of 
('lielmsfonl some

I HO \ ears ago; Ibis was a 
farming community of 2,000 
or 3,000 people, compared 
w Ob lo di 12 times that num­
ber today, and winter meant a 
w elcome rebel from sum­
mer's farm work.

A farmer then plowed, 
planted, tended bis crops and 
harvested them if the sun and 
rain bad been favorable dur­
ing i be growing season, while 
bis wife cooked three large 
meals a day - not only for her 
immediate family of husband 
and several children - but 
often an elderly aunt or a 
grandparent, mother-in-law, 
plus i Ik* inevitable group of 
relatives from the city who 
arrived lor long stays to enjoy 
flesh air. good cooking, rest­
ful hours swinging in a ham­
mock or rocking on the porch 
and. all in all. visiting the 
scenes and family atmosphere

of their childhood. The ‘city 
cousins' usually brought their 
children along, which was an 
additional w ay of making sure 
that they became acquainted 
with their 'country cousins.' 
(when they could he spared 
from tin1 work in tin' field or 
tin’ kitchen.) There was also 
time for playing croquet, for 
singing, and for talking, hut 
summer w as not seen by farm 
folks as much more than a 
hot. busy season.

Winter, on the other hand, 
ineant some rest from sum­
mer activities. The livestock 
had to he cared for, of course, 
and harnesses for the horses 
hail to he mended and tools 
sharpened or repaired, wag­
ons repaired and. perhaps, 
most important of all. if the 
weather permitted, a trip or 
two to Lowell, for some 
wifely shopping by the lady of 
the house who might need 
cloth for aprons and dresses, 
yarn for knitting, pots and 
pans for the kitchen, and

other items. In winter, the 
horses had to he shod, with 
special attention lo the sharp­
ening of parts of their shoes 
w hich would give good foot 
ing on snow y roads so t here 
would he at least one visit lo 

the blacksmith. And always 
there was the excitement for 
the children
of seeing the 
sleighs taken 
out from their 
storage places 
and tlie thrill 
of the first 
rides. Larger 
sleds for car­
rying cord 
wood
appeared, their hack and 
front sleds made of heavy oak 
shod with iron and usually 
painted blue. Finally, there 
w as the fun of watching the 
men cutting ice on Baptist 
Pond with long heavy saws - 
the ice being at least two feet 
thick. Some of the ice would 
he cut into manageable cakes

Willi OH I (loll 1)1 

the snowstorms of 
those days were 

much heavier and 
more Jfequen I Ilian

Iliose of today.

for the farmers to carry hack 
to their own icehouses 
attached to the farm build­
ings, lo he buried in sawdust 
insulation fetched over from 
I he sawmill, lo await sum 
tiler’s heat.

Chelmsford at the end of 
the century and a little later 

had a number 
of icehouses 
belonging lo 

out-of-town 
ice companies 
like the 
Boston lee 
Company and 
the Daniel 
Gage Com­
pany of Low­

ell. Ice lo fill the buildings 
was first sawed into cakes 
and put on an endless chain 
mechanism which carried 
them into the building where 
they were removed by men 
with sharp hooks and piled 
between sawdust layers, until 
they would he taken out and 
carried by wagons up the

down city streets months 
later. A representative display 
of ice cutting equipment is 
shown to the public when the 
Garrison House Barn is open 
during the summer.

Without doubt the snow 
storms oflho.se days were 
much heavier and more fre­
quent than those of today. The 
cost of “breaking out t he 
roads" was alw ays a large 
t'xpendilure item in the Town 
Reports of those'flays, and 
gangs of men with wooden 
snow slnwels played an 
important part, along with the 
horses who plunged ahead 
into the snow dragging a snow 
roller, the wooden equivalent 
of today's steam roller, which 
packed the snow on the road, 
or the heavy plows which wee 
hauled through the drifts lo 
pack the snow down. Some­
times shovelers had to push 
the plow, too, ami lead the 
horses to encourage them lo 
pull harder. A smaller version 
ol'the street plow was the

sidew alk plow made of oak 
and drawn by one horse, fol­
lowed by a man who pushed, 
encouraged and shoveled the 
w ay along. Follow ing him. if 
the sidewalk was in danger of 
becoming slippery, came a 
man with and iron shovel full 
of sand which he pushed out 
on the sidewalk, refilling it 
from a cart or sled drawn 
along the road by another 
horse.

The railroad, when it was 
operating, and the trolley car 
line when it was built and 
came out from Lowell, had 
their own heavy plows run by 
electricity, but this was much 
later than the age of tin1 
wooilen plow and the wooden 
shovel.

With all this activity, was 
the farmer's winter still a 
relief from summer work? 
Indeed it was, hut how the 
townspeople relaxed in win­
ter is another story.

— Eleanor Parkhurst, 
the Chelmsford Independent.

Fletcher Granite used in buildings worldwide
By Tom Groves
CORRESPONDENT

I is it little known fact 
that there is a form of 
granite that is named 
alter tin1 town of ( lielms-

tbrd. In fact, it's called Chelms­
ford Granite. This particular 
granite is of a line to medium 
grain intermixed with small 
black flecks. Il is known as a 
subtly beautiful and enduring 
stone worldwide.

The Fletcher Granite Com­
pany was founded in 1881 by 
Herbert E. Fletcher. The West 
Chelmsford site where Mr. 
Fletcher originally put down 
roots is where the company 
can be located today. The com­
pany has progressed amazingly 
from the original pine tree 
boom used to lift the rocks 
from the quarry, and the team 
of oxen used to drag the stone 
lo lie cut. Today, the site is lit­
tered with cranes and other 
heavy machinery to move the

massive stones.
The company is not only 

located on Groton Road in 
Chelmsford. They have busi­
ness offices in New York City 
and Washington D.C.

The rocks hefted from this 
and other local quarries are 
used in different applications 
such as granite curbing, bridge 
facings, building stone, monu­
ment bases, grave markers, 
house veneer, paving blocks, 
rip-rap, crushed stone, poultry 
grits, super-granites soil 
amender, stone for dams and 
water supply, flagstone, indus­
trial surface plates, paper rolls, 
mill stones, jetty stone, slope 
paving, and sea wall stone. The 
number of applications goes 
on an on. Chelmsford Granite 
been used for almost every­
thing. However most of these 
obscure uses only make up 
about 40 percent of their total 
sales. The majority of their 
business is in granite curbing.

The Fletcher Granite Com­
pany and Chelmsford Granite 
are used in such prominent 
locations as the Boston Post 
Office and the steps ol'the 
Supreme Court Building in 
Washington D.C. Chelmsford 
Granite is also seen everyday 
by the citizens of Chelmsford. 
Next time traffic hacks up on 
Routes 3, 4, IK). 129 and 128 
take a look out the window 
and try to notice the granite 
curbing. It’s there.

The II.E. Fletcher Company 
is also a company that cares 
about its employees and cus­
tomers. It is a company that is 
always striving to give the cus­
tomer a better product for less.

Chelmsford has gained 
prestige almost every where 
due to a rock. The rocks that 
build our buildings, line our 
sidewalks and highways, and 
mark our graves. Chelmsford 
granite is a constant and per­
manent part of everything it

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JANE DRURY

Chelmsford Granite in the proves of being quarried.

tom lies. Even outside Chelms­
ford tlie pride that the town 
has is left written in stone.

/X

Visit our charming boutique for 
professionally printed and custom 
invitations, announcements and
unique favors for any occasion

J /si , • nt

18A Chelmsford Street (Rte. 110) 

Chelmsford, MA 01824 

www.shopyourstruly.com 

978-256-0044

345 North Road 
North Chelmsford, MA 01563

Galleria
Day Spa

Diana, Helen, & Catherine would like to welcome 
both new and existing clients to come in and 
enjoy some of the spring time savings!

Happy 350th 

Chelmsford

An aerial view ol'the quarry.

WOW! $OQ
Pedicures

00
EXPIRES 6/26/05

Receive a FREE Scalp Massage 
when you book a Chemical 

Service with Jessie Dejesus
I ! ... •

Fre-purchase 4 of the same waxing 
service with Sue and p-|*p j-~
receive the 5th one

EXPIRES 6126105
w!: .

Full Set 
Acrylic

-—

Book any Hair Service 

with Jessie Dejesus 

arid Lisa Stark 

arid receive

$
Only

32
expiri

15%
Off

EXPIPE;

345 North Road • North ( liclmslord, MA 01863 
978-251-1 1 10
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Wind power
This photo of tin* windmill across the road from the 
Bartlett mansion was taken sometime in 1895 or 1896.

7
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THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2005 CHELMSFORD CELEBRATES 350 YEARS Chelmsford Independent 27A

Community win 
for the fine arts

Community project for 350th

By Anne Marie Messier
SPECIAL TOTHE INDEPENDENT

I"""’' I has become more appar­
ent than ever that

1
 Chelmsford is a commu­

nity rich in talent and cul­
ture. The Chelmsford Cultural 
Council recently unveiled its 
‘Invest in Culture’ campaign, a 
project to raise funds for 
future culture related projects. 
The council sent out invita­
tions to arts- minded residents 
and local cultural focused 
organizations to donate tick­
ets, artwork or related cultural 
items for their ‘Baskets of Cul­
ture’ fundraiser. The response 
has been overwhelming and is 
a wonderful example of how 
local artists and organizations 
work together to support the 
growlli of cultural projects for 
the Chelmsford community.

Variety is clearly the theme 
of the donations the council 
has received to date. Artwork 
in the form of paintings, jew­
elry, textiles and pottery are 
just a few of the handcrafted 
items that have been donated.

COURTESY PHOTO

Hawthorn pitches in
The stafTat Hawthorn Suites decided to take part in the 
Chelmsford Art Society’s “Art on the Common” project 
and decorat ed a few of the wooden pitcher cut-outs. Jes­
sica MacPherson, who lives in town, was the main artist on 
“Pitcher Yourself at Hawthorn Suites.” All the pitchers 
that residents decorated will be displayed on the Com­
mons on Saturday, May 28.

Coupled with that are items 
that represent theater and 
musical performances, gift cer­
tificates for personal services 
or a variety of goods which 
represent the traditions and 
culture of our region. The 
donations are arranged into 
baskets, each representing a 
theme or a simple mixed pre­
sentation of tlie variety Hie 
arts community can bring to 
each of our lives.

Raffle tickets are on sale 
now. Two baskets will be on 
display and raffled off during 
the Memorial Day Birthday 
Celebration weekend. Rattle 
tickets can also be purchased 
during the Fourt h of July fes­
tivities. To get a sneak peek at 
some of the donated items, 
check out www.chelms- 
ford350.com.

Donations are still welcome 
— if you have goods or ser­
vices that you would like to 
contribute to the baskets or if 
you would like to buy raffle 
tickets, please contact Sheila 
Schultz.

By Anne Marie Messier
SPECIAL TOTHF INDEPENDENT

hat will happen 
wlien hundreds 
of Chelmsford 
residents gather

wit li paint, markers and their 
imagination? Well, there is 
really only one way to find 
out. Join in on the fun with 
tlie staff of Lowell’s Revolv­
ing Art Museum on Sunday, 
May 29, on the Town ('(mi­
llion from 1 to 3 p.m. and 
watch a truly unique commu­
nity art project emerge right 
before your eyes.

It all starts witli a few sim­
ple questions. What does 
Chelmsford mean to you? 
How would you represent 
yourself, a friend or family 
member or a town landmark? 
The combined response to 
tiiese questions will lead to 
t he creat ion of a one-of-a- 
kind birthday gift to the 
town, and rumor lias it, one 
of tlie most unique floats our 
parade lias ever seen.

Tlie Chelmsford Cultural 
Council is funding this pro­
ject through a cultural grant 
and began discussions with 
tlie Revolving Museum in 
September of 2001. When 
Jerry Beck, artistic director 
for the museum, was first 
approached about creating a 
community art project to cel­
ebrate tlie town’s 350th, he 
was thrilled.

“We love being a part of 
birthday parties. Tlie word 
art is even in party! It is an 
honor to participate in tlie 
great town of Chelmsford's 
350th. We look forward to 
making art with as many peo­
ple as possible and having a 
fun and creative day that 
everyone will remember.”

Tlie Revolving Museum’s 
public artists Nora Valdez 
and Matthew Terry will lead 
this unique public art project.

The Museum will provide 
all the necessary art supplies 
as well as tlie physical back­
drop of tlie project. This sur­
prise structure will lie over

COURTESY PHOTOS

Clockwise from bottom: Darlene Gossement., Alex Roark. Shannon Roark, Katherine 
Tang, Danielle Couture am 
Museum, pitch in.

six feet tall and will provide 
tlie ‘canvas’ for participants 
of all ages to decorate witli 
their ideas and inspirations.

Tlie project was recently 
launched by a team of 23 res 
idents of all ages who were 
invited to meet at tlie 
museum on Saturday, April 
16, to get tilings startl’d and 
begin what the larger com­
munity will eventually finish 

Ileidi Novack, a sixth- 
grader at the Murdoch Mid­
dle Public Charter School 
said “It’s awesome because 
you get to express yourself 
and represent tlie history of 
Chelmsford in a really fun 
way!"

Don’t miss out on this 
once-in-a-lifetime chance to 
participate in a 350th com­
munity project.

In the event of rain, this 
project will lie moved to tlie 
Old Town Hall.

Andrew Duncan, a workshop artist with the Revolving

Brianna Pare and Julia Messier, both sixth graders at 
McCarthy Middle School, pul their personal touch on the 
art project.

FREE Tan & FREE Sample
Happy 350th Birthday Chelmsford! In keeping with the birthday theme, the first 

350 people to bring in this ad will receive our gift to you, a FREE tanning session I 
and a FREE sample of Designer Skin including their exciting new lotions for 2005. ■ 
Everyone redeeming this offer is automatically entered to win a free tanning I

package and full bottle Of Designer Skin. (Must bring in this ad to participate)

Offer expires August 1 2005

Designer Skin
FASHION SKIN DEEP

Tanning restrictions apply and quantities are limited.

Call today and make 
an appointment for your 

FREE session and sample. 
($13.00 Value)

he first 350 only. Call today to make 
redeem the free offers and be enten

an$Ln appointment. 
Into our drawing.

v

http://www.chelms-ford350.com
http://www.chelms-ford350.com
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Saints Memorial Medical Center 
A Banner Year of Milestones

'fir V " . , ' 'V ** mJ . ' =2
CEO Thom Clark surrounded hv the Saints Memorial team

Quality Recognitions Leading Technology

♦ Outstanding JCAHO Survey
(Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations)

♦ Another Bond Rating Upgrade

♦ Patients First Initiative

♦ Secretary of Defense Employer
Support Freedom Award Winner

♦ Prevention Institute Wellness
Programs

♦ ICED Program - (Improving Care Via
Electronic Documentation)

♦ Customer Acclaimed Service
Program

♦ Primary Strobe Service

♦ Primary Angioplasty

♦ The Center for Weight 
Management

♦ Bone & Joint Center

♦ Vascular Center

♦ Endovascular AAA Surgery

♦ Carotid Stents

♦ Kyphoplasty Spine Surgery

♦ Chemo Embolizations

♦ Sinus Surgery

♦ PACS (Computerized Radiology)

♦ Digital Mammography

♦ PET CT Scan

We would like to thank all members of the Saints family for a job 
well done - our physicians, nurses, employees, donors, 

volunteers, and our patients for their unwavering support. 

For over 100 years
Saints Memorial Medical Center has led the way in offering 

quality health care for the Merrimack Valley

One Hospital Drive, Lowell, MA 01852 978-458-141 I 
www.saints-memorial.org

I saints
MEMORIAL 
MEDICAL 
CENTER 

Yours for life

i

http://www.saints-memorial.org

