
Newfield Pond prior to 1823 
Renamed Leach's Pond About 1823 
Renamed Crystal Lake After 1832 
Renamed Freeman Lake After 1977 
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lsoston Ice Company Ice Conveyor on Crystal Lake I !courtesy of George Merrill! 



Boston Ice Co. Plant 



Boston Ice Co. Barn 



All that remains of the Boston Ice Co. Barn is the foundation (George Merrill standing) 5/6/2005 F. Merriam 
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All that remains of the Boston Ice Co. storage buildings today is foundation blocks 5/6/2005 F. Merriam 



Mill Canal and Boston Ice Co. Barn Courtesy of George Merrill 



Mill Canal looking toward Boston Ice Co. Barn 
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·;. \~\::,r: s~~ Sblf. Repor;;r ~:/j ... 1:~Vt- .he Small~us.iness Ad.cninistration .. The ... ~~·pond calledw~ ewfleld Pond .to supply his _, 
·~:-~-;· .... ·- • •• · · - -:< ;_ • ·: '.~ ·,';':, ~-· ·· • ~-.,_ ~:- : rystal Lake area was declared a physi.-:;:.'~· mill with: water· and shalrhave ·the bene,. .; 

CHEL\>ISE'O.RD - Natural disasters.,,:;.: :al disaster area this week~ entitling the :::/; fit of s,a_i_d pond to thehigh.-~ater m~rk.:·: 
tis:lt- happen: .. ;.::__,,.and/ most .,,of the'.:: time;~~:;.:. ~rea businesses to : low interest,._, _Jong.,::-;.,_/ ~ _e:.Newfield· ~ond, . which~ covered _ 
he people.affecte<J-°by• such disasters-jusL:• ~ t rm rates -from the SBA. ·• ·. ·~;, ·:~.~:~., /::-t~· about.loo acres~· suffered. the same~ fate · f 
,ick up. . the pieces and put them back ··-• While' Gilet, Laughton's · and~ other ·· , as Crystal Lake ,Jn 1709, ·when-workmen .. f• 
ogetller again. But in the. case of .~s-: l~. ~ )11Sinesses have lawyers working to find ,·:·· were-digging a channel through: the hank, .. 
al Lake,. emptied by, a break m- 1ts ·-. lut who is responsible for the lake prop- ·< of thi. pond when the -'pressure of the -· 
1:tnks April 4, the rebuilders-, , whoever ~rty; the- Chelmsford selectmen.are un- ~>-wat~ suddemy··:, burst : the -weakened .. 
11ey may end up to be, will have to wait. !ergoing an extensive title searc~ . All '- ~ .. ,: J>ank..-The: force of the water rushing oot , .' 
1 while - -so the Jawyers and the en- .. amage claims can be filed against the t · ~- of, thl?.Jake buried a Negro· workman in ~•·= 
•in~rs can decide what happened, why- · ,wner of the property oi:- _the. party,, re- >·' - :.a · huge · mound of sand. Richardson did · i 
;11d ·,•tho is responsible. :. ·· · ;~nsible for the break: in·-tbe, Jake's·-.r-.:~nothing·at the time-.to restore the pood, -~-

The Chelmsford. selectmen and the )ank-.. if any:':'_The town ·has ·already: re-- -;/:·leaving it:~·~vered with a th.rifty growth . , 
n1siness affected by the flood have be- :urned three claims made by l()(.'31 rns1- ::; >:• of"·wooc1:·-·until · an ambitious English- ··. 
•tBl th~ Jong. involved -legal process of • fonts, clai.ming they do -not :;ave- title ·.~. man, General Sheperd Leach, deci<led to , · 
[rHling those legally responsible for the · I) the lake - though they do own _i.i:le·. ~ ) restore the man-made- I)<lnd ·more than _ 
:ind the lake is located Qt}• · ·roperty on ·the side of the lake oppo-sit.e •. :)oo years later- ; ,; '. . . .. ' · · .'..~~,: ... 

The Chelmsford Board of Assessors ~·· he break whlch was a town beach - · -. · .. · "About ·the year 1823,'~ the Chemis: . 
how nn owner-- on tbeir books_ Two b~ ~t.lwards Bea~h and Varney Playgroun<l.-.: ~ ford history reads, "William Adams; who .-
nesses on. the empty lake, · Southwell The _q.uestion of_ wh-0_ ownl s. the land, ·-~ ow·ood much. of the Ia~d in the Newfield 
•, .. 111b•ng Co... and Gil. et ·Wool Sco11rin-o· ~nd who lS responsible mvo ves a com- Li f Ch. lmsf d . 
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h I k fr th George C '"oo"e - .-. Jae O en 5 ~ ~ ., ·ts · the t 'h t•,.-t· f Ge .... ~ rom- t e a e om e · · m ~ · ·:- l870_ __ , ·: :- ". :. : .... ;, ", ... ··;.,-· '.·· .. :,, pos1 m area. o. ea i.,;;,, ion o _ n- ·: 
.Vool Scouring.,Co. in 1959; Gilet bought i",~ The town story of Chelmsford reads '-'-: ~al S!1eper_d Leach, who was the? c~rr,- _ 
,oth the , water rights . and -the ·Moore-.";{ .1 t _ 17= "Jo a•"' and John ni· ,.~·mg ,on an ll'On and foundry.business m 

_,. _ _ ~.1 th 1a m ,.,, n u1an · - -·~· _ · . .-
1lant ; : Southwell .- just·.-pur~. • e;:.~~; . d h d =a ted the _:·ubert'IT ot - . East.on, where he owned seven furnaces; ~,,._ 
.; .,h,~ . . . . · - .:~ ~.,-.v~:r:t,·,~~:;.;:- Mr _son. a tr n - · •· . .'> as shown in tax lists for that·yea.r." ·· 
'"' ~ • .,. i-.:.•. • - · - · '--~ ~ .... ~~.: ........ ,r. ~-rcctmg 1ron works on Stony -Brook with J :,:.,, . . · . ., . 

Since the flood, both companies have--,- ~onveniency of flowing provided it dam- . ,
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t·.· · The mdustnous Gen. Leac11, who was 

·1ade d0<...,..:. Gilet , is now. drawing'. water~~·\ - i y none . of the inhabitants.'' • In May ·• . ~ ~ag,er· to draw on both the wate~ power 
hr their. processing-from~ Stonyr Brook, ·..:· 1709, the town fatrers voted that John-;_,·. of Sto_ny Brook an? the ne~.rby rron ore 
\·hic.h fed the man-madedake. &>utbwell . . .· . _ .. ·. , ; . ;:: ~-.. deposits, engaged m res tormg the pondt 
i.:\s out in tow,rwater. For.,Gilet, how--_·: - ,.-::. :- · ::· . \·. ;:Yr.~{':s_~:;-~~j}}\.f whiclr originally was 3~ !eel above the , 
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""'--- 1.-.-1,. , ..I • - . .. , ... > :.-. .J;. ,t ... · •• •?.:i.i--:.- t;:'-..'·~.., .. 4 .. 6" .) ....... • ' . • • - _ .. _ .~ • '- ' • 

!i'alor .whictr.'gave·; pow~- ~·-= , Pldillo.··~~ Sun photog.,r~.p~e/ D~Y& · B~o¥i~:Sto~--·:;:;.; :W~ ~d long grass whicll was.cut~ -< 
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1 
or s~: - wth _: ..,...I6 a

1
°
800

~ ,3 ,.;: 
• v•.._ LUt::' u... to. - ;, · . · ~ ·• · ,, - • · , · - • •· ,. .1.-.i1 esex. . 11 age m - e ear y ·· s~ · · th· · ·u . >JI • .;)·:~.;.·..;.!~ t f +h h. f~ r ow · .... . ~ · · ,lanlJal cost..:to> eu- opera OJJ-·.-1,~~;c,·,~..:-~ pac O - 9 tus ,ng wa _ .: a!.' . . m. - . -.~-:: Leach, along with· Adams; conceived of ,;· .• 
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•Tearing away the mud and debris-and··_•' inc luding ra ilroad siding and a road,.~·; 'i bringing the' waters· of the Stony- Brook •! 

~·yiog outmost .of the machines by April.''~ Nay. Officiafs havt·tyet to ··det~rrnine_·)~into. the pond through a channel a.IX!_ r~.-~.:: 
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!4/4/1970 John A Goodwin 
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Stony Brook Railroad Bed !4/4/1970 John A Goodwin I 



Stony Brook Railroad Bed 
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Chelmaford'11 Cryetal LAie& booan rnHng 
again yeah~rday for the flrat tlm& In more 

Fllllng a9ain 
than Jive yeo.r1 u control g1te1 were 
opened 111ler a rebul1dlng program 

rHulted In rep1lr1 to dike which h•o 
broken allowing :lak,a to empty. 



TUE SUN~ LOWELL~ M~."' TUESDAYi MARCH 22, lffl 

0 · e ast lake check 
planned by selectmen 
CH ELM FORD - One last 

in ,pectJOl'I or iC E"~t:a I La kTE has 
~e-e n ~hedult."d beJ or · m «rra· 
lrnetcd r nu a,ium lornt3iU}' 
.rat.: c . plt'd, It(, resolve ~o,me 
i:zues.1:u1m r a 1sed by Selec lmen 
Cl'l.ainn ltl Pa11l Hnrt dwin 
dw ~~ obs :r a tJ.ons a I Ule sj tie 

Hart 511d' be: and other of
nch1ts ~ho were tht."i:kang lhe 

WCI ft a~ lhe ~ate nH 00 were 
not •· rep]~ y satisO,oo lh.:.a l Lhe 
if rut"'tur-c 1.s u · ~ ~ <fl h 111.t.11 be • 

Some t' -~g, al r.he o u l~ l 
canal . 1tome ll)t)S M l~· a L the 
inl t dmTl and olb~ r pio~s I bl " 
st.ruchu· 1 11 v;e)r1· c t~d by 
Jtli.rL :\ntJ lht:!r Sat urd.tt}' la 
ped.mn inf lM s•l h~ ~n 

iclJl.'(lul d tor th sett:f:lme11 
nd e!l H~ 101 ecnstahanu.. 
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Selectmen Say Crystal Lake 
Problems Still Lin~er On 
In .1 r,E1purt tu me H1 1;1 rd u~ 

SeletlJ11\'11 \.lnn da~ i1 1~h I ll i air 
rru.11u PaLJ1 m~r, . ,r1i d hC" Y..,.k~ "nol 
really sat1~i ll' d ,vi e h Che· pr 1J~f~!-. 

.JI rrysial f ,..1 ke ' 
U;ur l lat..-. lU '('n rn ... pedinl! ~ ht.1 l,nk~ 

d.tjj) with 1i q~h \Ii ,J ., S.up1,~r rn 
l c nirlf'Ti I I ... 111~ ~il nrfoa u m1 d four, d 
··• hln~s nc1\ 11::- lht•y ~hotJJd La,: " 
TIU~ rt• , Ir C p ti(1 ble lllS I l f ~{.'(• p,: ~ f- ;n 
I ht' 1111 Ii 11 c- rJin ,~I n umrn g I rom t hti 
~ .;1k<1 I i,w;nd!. tlw rm11~ .. 'Then· 
could l•c pn ,Nem~ , ,f ~ wn:s h[Jut " 
s.aid lforl I h• furlt,t-r ·ll"~t,lain •nl 
~.hat b,, ,J.rr~F. wh ,ch u re de": 1~ ned I t1, 
hold fn~ ·,.1,.·;J t(•r rle1 nfil f•ffcchveh; d,1 
~r, t1 Wai~ !-1 11.JJ).~ !ii(t"d lhat ~ pag, • 

,· , 1111'1 l w , ·.,u,rd by I rm-\ nr pPrirnp:-. 
I 11 dt' '- II IHth• I 1y l't1fll1 fl(S. 

111 cldd.!, iLlt'I t)i(,rt.• 1:-- d ~reUt d, •,al 
, " di""tM· 1 :- t·nm1 n e lj1-osf' I ri , m r tie 
hn ll •!f n " ' l "L' 1Dki• ,HHi l lmurng m11 
1 lw ,, ct.gp Tr, Ls 1s 11.·om, mt 1 rum 
,m~ni al:it.·(I :1rr·r1:!- -...)1 d I l~rl Ar 
,.,,, ri m~ !11 I tw c·mllrac t 11J1 ol l hr• 
I nlt,i, ,...._,..., 1,u t i.! r ul 11led, H~ra 
•• 11•a-:. ,. -..rr· r1 t h ,j 1 I on d1 n p; b r• ...... nug hr w 
,~.~~· 1, ,r .. 1dd11rnmLI 14 mhl>in ~ 

l lw I ,, • 1L .., of the mJ 1_•1 (ia 1:11 • Lr-f• 

:-.I 111 lo,,~· ....;;1nl I i,ff1 u lr111iJ,! lh.:il 
11, , •'llj.!1114.'i'l' BllJ r,rm I Few ' 
:-,.p, , 1 f11ni tllH..I Th ,, rr,,r. kif' 1 m, d 
t ,, • \ 1; 11 le, 1 c '• !ltSI ill(' , irin ( ' 11 hJi\ ' 1 • 

~M·,•11 11,,~ Lr ,.,J 11 u IL1ok •nlo thesP 

t11~11 1, •r;-. 
11 \ I, u,~ .,µ; I t"C•d i t1 111t• 11l '-'1th 

r •·~,r ,~ ~·11L: 111, L·..:; ell 1 1r· 1·1u"1;rn _•nn~ 
.im[ ,·on.::-. 1 r,,io l1m1 I tr r~ .i i 11w Li.Ike• 
11 11 S., , I urd.n· 11 11 ,n1 1I H! ,• I 11 ~111 11 ~, m 

0.,1 • IN.· t1n.rn , ·11r rwr .. JUd hr~ 
'!"l ' 1' I \ i•cl rnl 111 m,, l 11 ,11 1 h.it pql!UI wn l,! 
111,11, , r1 .. d 1.1. :~s L' 111nin~ LUi u [hf' lakt• 
I r, 1111 i..:.1 o w,· t '. n ,ok. 11, ,... • .. 1 I I be 
rn, ,c·, h~,1l 1·d · •h•t lm,,11 MuqJh}' 
I 11qu, r4 1il .,_i.; 1\ \\ u-U1i·r 111· mi l lhl' 
I ~. 'l>il n m1• 11 I ,, 1 '\: i i u 1 ~ii I( i · "H\o , ... ~ 
I ,.41j I 11'1'11 f till ll'-.lt•r1 !II -.lH(k lh, 
1,1 k, · .,,, , n, I ~"' ' ' 111, • ..,, 1 Li rn , t ._, ., ~ "~ ulr 1 

1 •llnl U1· ,~ 11 .... h1hi th31 I 1~ \\:11u~d 
l, ,. ,11,11,· ., ,,,,;11· ,1 ll1•r II~· l;.i ltt wa ... 
f w~• llllc.•d1 
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Chehn•,lonl•W,es·lloril··'l·v•gUOro 

ewswee 

1' K[Nti. .\NOTIIER LOOK al Crystal l!...lke and S.CJn'h"' of 1ts pt,Pb.l~m.s 
on Sa turd.ay. More ch Zfi . '"ere , L-R ~ Sel. w,u~ m Murphy Robert 
Lon ""Y. ~aHpt"rii.-i s 1,r n r th _,, dri m proj C'Ct for f'a ~· . ~p.;1U cn·d & Ttwrnd ike of 
Boston ~ Scli Paui Harl ijnd PruHp Curr.er: Robr:..-t Gngnoo of the 
CTystal La,ke CommiUre llOd I. Thomas Palm~r. ~ Photo by Tee.Art 
Pootograph_y I 



Crystal lake may not be opened 
CHELMSFORD - Gryslnl 

Lake may be po;;tetl with a 
" No mmmmg - Polluted ' 
sip I.hi.I SWDIIlf.'r a, the legal 
entanglementa surrounding 

its reconstrucllon and final 
compleuon continue. 

There are many problems, 
ool I.be least ol which Is Uult 
the da:m lean. 1n add1llon. 

Lowe II 

pollution Is still apparently 
entering the lake. A natural 
[orm of debris Crom lhe Laite 
bed also mun be cleared 
away before the okay lor 

C v l( I) 

swimming is given 
The selectmen had planned 

to ex~ the original con
tncl lor l:ike recoll$truc:Uon 
work to allow for rrpalr of the 

leaks and clc.armg of tho 
natural debris. 011Malleo 
Cooslruclion Co .. the contrac
tor. reportedly is wllllni Lo do 

,lhe work 

However, the 14wn o(fiela15 
want a provJslon Jn the uten
slon lhal. the extended agrtt
mut wUI !IOI prevent the 
town £ram continuing legal 
action to collect damaies 
aplnst the contractor I/Jr not 
meelltlg the deadllnc for con· 
strucUon. 

THE TOWN IS clalml.ng 
nearly $7,200 In damages w,.. 
dtr • " liquidated damqe1 
clause" In lhe contracl ~ 
ezteoded deadlJne for compl!!" 
Uon was Nov I, 11776. TIie 
work waS not completed until 
Dec. 8. 

fiJcal problems forced 
abandonment of any plan lo 
provide a beach or fonnaJ 
swimming program a~ the 
lake this year. 

Now, even lhe limited 
policy approved at to'lfn 
meeting, to provide lifegqrd 
protection, may be jeopar· 
dlttd. U the talte rem11i as un-
5'1f1mrnable, Ii.pa will be 
posted to keep ofr swimmers. 









CHHMUORD R~SID~NTS ONlYl 
llHGUARD ON DUTY AND 

Bf ACH OPrn Sun. thru Sat. 
11 AM to 6 PM 

• NO CANS OR BOTTLES ALLOWED 
ON BEACH 

•NOFLOATABLES 
1 q ~ITTERING 



!'Newfield Pond' - Bruce Freeman Lake, VFW Hall on far right I !8/7/2004 F Merriam I 
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