
FORM B - BUILDING SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 2. Town C,he/ms!acd 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

1. Is this building historically significant to: 
Town Commonwealth Nation 

Building has historical connection with the 
following themes: (see also reverse side) 

Scholar Commerce/industry 
Agriculture Science/invention 
Art/Sculpture Tr v 1 ommunication 
Education ili tar ff i 
Government Religion/philosophy 
Literature Indians 
Music Other ______ _ 

Development of town/ city 
Architectural reason for inventorying: 

Street address S5 SncJu!Jin~ Road I 

Name lieor&e Sp.fJUIJ,n;j Hou $e 

Use: original & present RPsidence 

Present owner Dr. EdwiJcd E P;;,rsan s 

Open to public _________ _ 

Date ca 1275 Style &e1>r1im 

Source of date ~ hTers ''t/iskffJ·· a { clu/wsCirJ 
Architect 

-------------- -------- OR part of Area # __ 

3o-CON~~io~- ~x~;n:;t -~~"ct)~~i; ~t~r~:r~t;d- ~;v~d- ~l~e~~d~ - - - - -

--------------------------------
4. DESCRIPTION 

Cellar wpl/s - .f,eld!>1o'lll' • l'Hor1 ar 
E"OUNDATION/BASEMENT: High (gegulai) Low Material G:rarule J)ocKs LefTsirfe: oacrly .fuld!>~ne .+1Jt4rfor. 

I 

NALL COVER: ~d.apbJarJ-L'i!f)ped Brick Stone Other 
h"'tted ~ neiv t-11 

~OOF: @:cigvGambrel Flat Hip Mansard---------- -----
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork _ 

::::HIMNEYS: 1 (i) 3 4 

:-i .!'ORIES: 1 2 3 4 

Center End Qnteri!?!) Irregular Cluster Elaborate 

ATTACHMENTS: Wings§ Shed -1:ear + ri9hT side, 

PORC 1 2 3 10RT: BaJcauy 

F ACA.i · Gable end Front@ 0Yn ~n,ent 

Entrance: ~ide ~~Side Details: A/ Li9'1I:, eiidi _side of Joor. P/;i,, lit1tS -$T~ps: '9ciiltliTeJ+lw.aod 

Windows: Spacing:~gulag'Irregular ~Varied 0: Bt:1;t x I Bo1;t lo ever I,, poines 

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins @ornerboar0J-----------.-------------
-------------------------------------------------------
5. Indicate location of building in relation to 6. Footage of structure from street _..k,.._,¥.__ ___ _ 
nearest cross str~e~ a.pd other buildings 11 

· · · · ~oods I" 

,' t;tchMd ·· · / 
[L:J ~ -- i~ 
i..:r- '!)• ~cir:: C! 

-..i;:,, t- ,,J 

[: i i 
,·DD a= 

Property has ,QI o2.. feet frontage on street 
·( 

Recorder _-.}~~~~"6.1~----~ 

Photo # ____ _ 

SEE REVERSE SIDE 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings__u...!t!!.!,~----'----------------------

2~ Landscape Features: (Agriculture'}~ Wooded Garden: Formal,-OnformaD 
Predominant features~~mp// ~td, Jeep ciccu.lo>c dri11e,µd!-j 
Landscape architect ___ _____________________ _ 

3. Neighboring Structures 
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian (Modern) 
Use: (ResidentiaI)Jommercial Religious Conditions: ~od Fair Deteriorated 

------~--~---------------------------------------------
GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF SITE (Refer and elaborate on 

theme circled on front of form) 
-rJ,;s haut,t wi:}S pr()/,dblJ bu i IT by Joseph Spo1u.ldi119 he/1,re and -;iffer 

h,'5 Servile 111 ,l,e Revolu7ionar'1 /JJ~r, c>ntl remo>,neJ ,;, the gp;Ju/clln:J ..Pam,l~ 
-Por Severo1/ flener~T,011s before l,e,.'t,j so/J 1n /f;JoJ . 

.JosepH Spo1ulJi nj served aT ftmcorcl o>nd ;;,/so ;;,T B11n>ter J-t'I/ WhRre /,e 
,:;ohiJ~/~ -f:re~ 1ke f,rsT sh,,T c}ht<Jd ,f lin1~ o1nd oJ/so mt1y hc1ve J(,Jl~d l1ajor 
) ,-Tc~1rn, He IS tep,rled h h;,ve Silid ''I .f,retl "he 1 /J[ , 1 /1, _, d , -:, / ~ clO 11meJ anq ru, 11 ~ 111 
rusne up ana S1rutk' dT rne -lbr l);o/~.Ti 11 t'J ~rtlers I " ,1) "T" J . , Th J · <Jl!Pr&Se -1-- oeserveq 

I ., u. T I W ~ s ;;, n x ,'o u $ To~ e T oJno Tl, er a 1J «I sh oT ., T to> , , 
· v, , 1.je s 1?1er1 ever s, 'It 

"ar ;i1J-f'r:J1r o>T encorJ. e h/ow Jr()nt old f'u7 h; T n,e on Tfte he~ 
Jn~Je ;;J ho/e in my }).;JT, ;;,nd /efi 7h,'_s SCo>r. '' 'I 

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND/OR REFERENCE 
w.aTers: "H,s Torj of ehelh'ls fo ,J.1 l1o1ss . .,. (!'/ 17) 
Allen : .. J.J,·sTor':J of c,e/m~for~ Hdss :· (l8r:1o) 
I.helms ford "Newsweek /';J" ti,ss) 
RoherT C. Spi1Uldin5 
F~rmer's .~"tf/ oBi<'al i?e~,·sTer 
Fir$T f-,..,·sh (tb,;Jari;,n) e'1urcJ, r-ecorJ$ (che/n,,s+.J~d) 

RESTRICTIONS ___ ~-----------------------~ 

Original Owner: Joser>H So;;uldinJ 
Deed Information: Book Numbe'r Page __ _ _ _______ ,Registry of Deeds 



George Spaulding House 
55 Spaulding Road 

Chelmsford "Hewsweeki( ( 1955) 
"The house now ~ed by Ben Drew of Westford at 55 Spaulding Road, and 
occupied by Chas. Batts, was probably built by Goseph Spaulding before 
and after his service in the Revolution. It was later occupied by- George 
0 0 , whose son Clarence is the present Robert's father. 

Robert c. Spaulding, member of the Chelmsford Fire Department, 
represents the Spaulding family of this town whicn, with its several 
branches, included many prominent descendants of ~dwar4, first ofhis 
name to sttle here. Robert is the 11 generation from Edward and the sixth 
from Joseph Spaulding who fired the first shot at Bunker Hill and who 
is also sa14 to have killed Major Pitcairn. Joseph's watch, made in 
London in 1707, is today Robert's prized possesion. Joseph's father was 
John, whose father was the original Edward. Descendants of Joseph were, 
in suoessive generations, Lt. John, Lt. Robert, Joseph, Alpheus, George As 
George o., Clarence, Robert c." 

Waters "History of Chelmsford" 
pg. 226 

"Joseph Spaulding (Ford's co.) alway4 declared that he killed Major 
Pitc41rn, and Farmer's Gdb~ogiaal Register and the Chelmsford Church 
record so state this. He may have aimed at Major Pitcairn, who, having 
been twice wounded, again placed nimself at the head of his forces 
and fell with four balls in his body. He did not die on the field." 

pg. 231 
"Joseph, born April 18, 1756, son of Robert and Hesediah (Johnson). 
Died July 31, 1820 Aet. 64. He is reported to have said, 'I fired 
ahead of time, and Putnam rushed up and struck at me for violating 
orderso I suppose I deserved it, but I was anxious to get another 
good shot at Gage's men ever since our affair at Concord. The Blow 
from Old Put hit me on the head, made a hole in my hat, and left this 
soar.• " 

pg • . . 355 
"Chelmsford men wounded in the Battle of Bunker Hill as given by Allen 
included Joseph Spaulding." 

pg. 455 
"The militia trained in the spring of the year and in the fall was the 
Annual Muster, which was sometimes in Chelmsford and sometimes in 
neighboring towns. In Chelmford the muster field was in the meadows 
at the centre of the Town, near where the Gun Club's house mow 
stands. It was on one of these occasions, eighty-four years ago 
(1833), when the men were all at the muster, that the buildings at 
the old Spaulding home were burned, with Joseph Spaulding 1 s hat, 
which showed the effects of Putnam's sword at Bunker Hill." 

Margaret Mills (9/26/72) 
"There is a house at the south corner of Summer st. and Boston Road 
which Mabel Emerson's parents, the Fendersons, built. It was often 
called the Farrington House for people who lived there later. As a child 
I was never allowed 1n the woods behind this house near First st., 
behind Royal Dutton•s (32 Boston Rd.), because of clay pigeon shooting 
there. That's the only Gun Club I know of." 



Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the War 
of the Revolution 

Volumes XIV, page 692: 

Compiled from the Archives by the 
Secretary of the Connnonwealth; 1ag1 

Adams Library 

Spaulding, Robert, Chelmsford. 2nd Lieutenant, Captain John Ford's 
(4th} co., 7th Middlesex Co., regt. of Massachusetts ~ilita, 
list of officers; connnissioned May 311 1776; also, 2nd 
Lieutenant, Captain Ford's (4th) co. (North co. in Chelmsford); 
list of officers chosen in said company, as returned by 
Sim.eon Spaulding, field officer, dated Chelmsford, July 5 1 
1776; ordered in Council Sept. 3 1 17761 that s4id officers be 
connnissioned; also, 2nd Lieutenant, Captain Zaccheus Wright's 
(8th) co., Col. Eleazer Brook's regt.; list of officers of a 
regiment drafted from Middlesex Co. militia and ordard to 

march to Horse Neck by Brig. Oliver Prescott Sept. 26 1 1776; 
also~ Lieutenant, Captain Wright's co., Col. Brook's regt., 
comapny return dated Camp at White Plains, Oct. 31, 1776; 
said Spaulding reported as in camp at White Plains and fit 
for duty. 

Copied by Jane Drury 3/10/73 

Gravestone in Forefathers' Cemetery 

Sacred to the memory of 
Mr. Joseph Spalding 

Who died July 31 1820 AET 64 
In hope of eternal life which God 
Who cannot lie hath promised to 

Believers in Christ. 

He was among the brave assertors & 
defenders of the liberties of his country 
at Bunker Hill, where he opened the 
battle by firing upon the enemy before 
orders were given; & after enjoying for 
many years the blessings of civil & 
religious liberty in connnon with others. 

He "sunk to rest 
With all his country's honors blest." 




















