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LOCATION 
Railroad route Nashua 

Location 

USGS quad 

Stony Brook 

NASHUA SOUlli 

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

Structure type Stone arch 

Overall length 84-0 Width 23-8 Spana 2 

Track• 2 Skew o Materlala Rubble stone 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY ·, 

Date 1850 Date(a) rebuilt 

Common Name (If any) 

CULTURAL RESOURCE EVALUATIONS 
National Reglater atatua 

Local landmark dHlgnatlon 

MBTA Historical Property Survey, Phase J.l 

MBTA Contract No. X2PS26 

Mllepoat t 28.65 Val plan • 15/4 

Town/City 

UTM Ref. 

Chelmsford 

19.305230.4723170 

Bridge typology code 1 [iJ 2 (z] 3 (i] 4 [il) 
Span length• 2@20-0 each B.D./0. D. 80 

Condition In service 

Builder 

Dealgner 

Height 14-0 

HAER Doc. I 

MDPW II 

Type and date of HAER documentation 

MHC finding Date of finding 

~!!t!or.:,I Reglat.r rocori1m•ndatlon 

Eligible. This bridge is tt";e only intact stone-arch bridge in the former Boston &.Lowell system, and one oft-he oldest 
such structure In the convruter rail system. · · 

ORAJPHICS 
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lHiistoric Structure mventoey lForm 
MBT A Historical Propcny Survey, Phase II 

MBTA Contract No. X2PS26 

Hlatorlc railroad name Nashua and Lowell Railroad 

HISTORY & DESCRIPTION 

The Nashua and Lowell Railroad connected Nashua, New Hampshire, with the Boston and Lowell Railroad on December 
23, 1838. The Nashua and Lowell and Boston and Lowell Railroads consolidated their lines in 1857, and the Boston 
and Maine acquired control of this system in 1887. · 

This double track, two span, rubble stone arch bridge was constructed in 1850 over the Stony Brook. It is located 
only a few yards east of the railroad's intersection with the former Stony Brook Railroad. Each arch is composed of 
granite ashlar blocks. Each arch span is 23'-8" long with a span of 20'-0". The arches are half circles with a 1 o·-o· 
radius. Distinctive features of the bridge are its mortared joints, angle shaped stone cutwater, and transverse iron 
tie rods. 

Source• 

Parsons 8rinckerhott/Seetye Stevenson Bridge Inventory & Inspection (November 1987). 

Surveyor Peter Stott 

Survey date Sept. 1988 

GLOSSARY Val Plan: 

USGSc,.ad: 
UTM Rfll. : 

Reviewer PGM 

Review date 1 216188 

Survey photograph• 

1, 01,33 --28ss .20-21 1 

Railroad property vawuon ?Ian . HAER: Historic American Engineering Record 
U.S. Geok>gical Sll'le'f QUadrangle map B.0./0.0 .: Ballasted dec::Wopen deck 

USGS map grid r.te,enoe in the Univ•sal Transverse .Mercator grid system. 

rev. 1 a,,, 5.17 



Fred Merriam
Historical Commission File Photo (Date Unknown) Nashua and Lowell Railroad 2-Arch Bridge

Fred Merriam
1996  Chelmsford Historical Commission
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Fred Merriam
1889 Geo H. Walker & Co.,  Courtesy of John A. Goodwin
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