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FORM C - MONUMENTS 
M~SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

STATUE 
~ 
(.~ 

MONUMENT 
FOUNTAIN 
MILESTONE 

RELIGIOUS SHRINE BOUNDARY MARKER 
GROUP COMPOSITION 

Monument has historical connection with the 
following themes: (See also reverse side) 

Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art/Sculpture 

· EduGation 
Literature 
Musip 
Government 

Commerce/Industry 
Science/Invention 
Travel/ Communication 
Military Affairs 
Indians 
Develo ment of Tow City: 
Religion Philosophy 

Town Chelmsford 

Street Cl'Qsby Lane 

Name First Town Meeting Marker 

Original Owner Town 
--=-a:..:..:.:=-----,--..,,.----:~--

On land owned by 
Present Owner Town Ronald Greenwood · 

Date Constructed 192~5 -~~------------
Date Dedicated -------------
Source of Date Town Meeting Report 2/9/1925 

Designer or Sculptor -----------
Individual or group responsible for qi.onument 
if other than owner · ------------ ... ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -·-

CONDITION:~ Good Fair Deteriorated (Moved*) Altered ___ -,,-_______ _ 
IMPORTANCE of monument to area:~Moderate None ____ _...___ ________ _ 

M0NlJMENT endangered by: ----------------------------. . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
LOCATION OF INSCRIPTION: Plaque on wall, house, post; base of monument; other ----Engraved on front of tablet 
ENTIRE INSCRIPTION on monument: Near this spot first town meeting 1n 

Chelmsford was held Nov. 22, 1654 

Indicate location of monument on map below 

prest n T 
fnilrKer 
J..oc ,) T, on 

Recorder Jane B. Drury 

----ForChelmsford Historical Connnission 
(Name of Organization) 

Photo #10-9 Date Received 'fij/¢ 9 }y' 

* If the monument has been moved, indicate the 
original location on the reverse side. 
** Describe the monument on the reverse side. 



GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION Of SUBJECT MATTER AND/OR DESIGN OF MONUMENT 
A town ·meeting held 2/11/1924 appointed a committee of 5 (including Rev. Wilson 
Waters, local historian) to mark the historic spots in town. At the meeting 
held 219/1925 the connnittee reported that a tablet had been placed on Crosby 
Lane marking the location of the first town meeting. It stood 1n a field on the 
left (north) of a path (continuation of Crosby Lane) leading eastward·from the 
Crosby house (#40). About 10 years ago it was moved by the Greenwoods, who ha4 
sold the field, to the aide yard just east of the Crosby house, which they 
occupy. Thie move was for the protection of the stone. 

GIVE A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF MONUMENT. (Refer to the 
theme circled on front of form. What happened? Who was important? 'Comment) 

The first town meeting in Chelmsford was held Sept. 22, 1654 at the house ef 
William Fletcher, which is said to have been the first frame house in town. 
Town \officers chosen at that meeting were Esdl'as Reed, Edward Spaulding, Willia 
Flet~her, Isaac Lerned, Simon Thompson, William Under'1ood, & Thomas Adams. The ! 
house, stood "some 30 rods beyond the Crosby house (#40, also known as the Capt. 
Josiah Fletcher house). The cellar hole of the house was filled in about 1847. 
Josiah R. Fletcher told Rev. Waters that his father often called his attention 
to it when a boy, as they passed it on their way to work. Its exact location 
is no longer known. The land upon which it stood continued to be occupied by 
descendants of William Fletcher until about 1900; · 1t is a field in 1974. The · 
road next to which the house stood is Crosby Lane, one of the oldest in town. 

· originally it ran from the meeting house by Westford Street, Worthen Street 
and the Crosby place to Steadman Street toward the ' Merr1mack River. The part 
beyond the Crosby house has long been discontinued~ · · · 

• I • 

· REFER~NCE: (Where was this information obtained? What book, records, etc.) 

Waters, "History of Chelmsford~ (including the record or the first to-.n 
meeting. ) · ~ · , ' 

Annual town rep~rtsi February ;1, .192~, February 91 192~• 
• 
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First Town Meeting . 
Wate:rs, "History of' Cholmsford" 

·:e. 12 The following is the record of the first Town Meeting: 

Pg. 394 

The: 22d: the: 9th: month: 1654 
At a Mee ting thon at William Fletchc:rs Hou1. · there was Chosen 

to officiate in OJ:'tc~~ing the Public Affairs of the Place by tho 
Consent of' the Major part of the Town for t his present yeatt ensuina 
arc as followeth. 

El{sdras Road: Edv.'8.rd Spaulding: William Fletcher: Isaac Larned: 
Simon Thompson: William Underwood: Thomas Adams. 

We give to Mr Fisk Thirt"'Y' a.e:rea of' neadov, and Thirty t :tes of 
Plowable Land for the aconlidntion of him for his most Oonvo:iL'!'lncy: 
And we do Agree and Orde1" that he shall have a Hous bu:U.t f'or him 
Thirty eight foot in Length and Twenty- foo't in breadth with three 
fire roams the Chimneys built w1th Brick or stone: And \Ve promise 
to pay to Mr. Fisk Fifty pounds .for the first year: And we promise 
to pay his Mnint1nenoe as the Lord shall enable us for the future. 

The house where this ·ineeting \vas held is said to have been the 
first frame house is town. It stood a fow rods ·northeaat of what is 
now lmo-rm. as 'iihe Crosby houao ( 14 Crosby Lane) • The land upon \1hich 
it stood continued to be occupied by descendants of' William Fletcher 
until a~out t110 yoar 1900. Some part of the original holdings still 
rennin in the possession of the family. The road, one of the oldest 
in town, originally run from tho -meeting house by W~stford Road,, 
Worthen st~eet, and Crosby plaee, and continued to Golden Cove ~oad 
near the houso of Jas. F . Steai·ns. Tho part beyond tho Cr'osby placo 
has boen long discontinued. 

Wke~e-Q~e-R@4i-W8P9-*e.ii 
If there ware any roads laid out by the Town bofore 1659, they are 
not recorded. There were , hotvever, roads in use previous to that 
time. One of the first of these passed between the cemetery and the 
cormnon, following the line of worthen street and Crooby place to the 
house of' William Fletcher,, s6lne thir-l;y rods beyond the Crosby ,..aee. 
house. Soo;., if' not at rirst, this continued toward what is now the 
houso of Jas. L. Stearns and f'ro:m there by .Golden Cove road and 
Stedman street towards the Merrinuach river. 

Tho one-story- ge.mbrel-roofod building (which stood on the west 
of North square unt11 recently demolished) eonnnonly known as the · 
Captain Bill Pletcher houso_, -v,as not originally a Plcteher residence. 
As recently aa 1840 it wac Knotm as the Bates house, and was at one 
time occupied by a n'IB.n named Herrick. Abner Her1"iCk was for in.a~ 
years sexton or_ the meoting house. He died in 18061 aged 55. Josiah 
R. Fletcher gave the ,vr1 ter these facts: The first home 1n Chelmsford 
owned and occupied by the Fletch.ors stood about 50 or 60 rods east of 
the Bates house 1n what is nov, a i'ield i'or cultivation and on the lef't 
(north) of a. cart path (a continuation of Crosby JAno) leading east
waru .from the Crosby house . See ~ to;> o.fi Plan No ... ,. This was the 
housa vrhero the first putlie meetingJf 1n 1,;own was held. 

That f'iold was hold in possession by lineal doaoendanta of the 
orig1:na.1 owner uxd;il vrithin tho last ten yea.re. Tho collar was not 
fi1lod in until I wo.a 25 yea.rs old (1847) and nw fathor often called 
ray attention to it when a boy, as we passed it on our way to work. Tho 
house 1n which my father was born stood 25 :f'eet west of the Cros~ 
house 1nnd tho we11 v1hich supplies \"later for the samo is the one fralt' 
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·which sovoral generations o:r tho P.l etehers drank. 'l1h1s Fl etcher house, 
although it had become too weather beaten £or a dwelling, was standing 
until af'tor rrr.y birth! a.nd I was tol d by nrJ' mother ·cm t sho carried me 
in her arms thro'Uf')l t in order that I might be ablo to say in et.ftel' 
yoars that I was 0110a !n the house in ~h1c.h my .fa thor v,a.s bom. My 
grandi'athcr• "Captain Josiah Fletchel.', built the house nm1 known as t he 
Crosby !1cu.se • e.nd occupiad 1 t during the rcmn,.nde1~ C'f his 11.fo, d.nd his 
olcles·t; brother~ "Willi.run .• who had lived with hlra in~the ol d house,. bought 
the Bates llouso; vrhich he occupied until his r1..eath. Thus it bas been 
called the Capt. \7m. Fletch.er house . Wil liam Pletcher neve? held the 
rank of'"Co.pto.in_- altlioueh ha was a noldlcr on nunlcer E'ill . Mother 
broth.or, wlio po:;:-formed servico 1n the ar:rJY o:f tho Revolution, did re.nk 
as Captain. 

Josiah ke~t scme or~ his cido~ 1n the cellar of the Bates house 
when'his 'brother William l ived there ., and one da.y went to a.m,1 a pail 
f'uJ.1 1 but none would come out when he tui~ncd; the spigot.;William called 
out wo him., "Try the other end. of tho barrel, Brothel' S1, I got all I 
could out of that end. " 
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1 CHELMSFORD . 

Granite Marker Is Placed on 
S120~ Where First Town Meet

ing 'Locally Was Held. ft J 
,~~~ 

Chelmsford, Sept. 5. 
The committee chosen at the last 

annual town meeting- to mark his- l 
torte spots, has placed a granit~ 1 
block, four feet in size, on Fred Rus- t 
,:---ell's land in what 1s known as Cros- ~ · 
t,y lane, bearing this inscription: t 
'Near this spot first town meeting , 

it; Chelmsford held, NoY. 22, 1654."' ; 
This land ·was at that tim e part of l 
the Fletcher estate. and the me eting i 
was held in ,v111tan1 Fletcher's house. t 
It w as a frequently expressed wish of f 
the late Josiah R. F'letc't1er that this i 
spot be 1narked. At this first town T 
meeting the follo,vf ng· men ·were 
chosen to "order the public affairs of J 
the town." Esdras Read, Ed,vard 1 
~. sa,u1ding, Wi~liam Fletcher, .Isaac < 

• ~rned, Simon Thompson, William 
. Underwood and Thoinas Adams, and 
I the article acted upon ,vas the gift J 

of Rev. Mr. Fisk ot 30 acres of n1ead
O\V and 30 acres of plo,vable land, and 
lo have a house bu Ill for hiln 33 feet 
long· and !!O feet ,vtde with three fire 
rooms, and to pay him the sum of 50 
pounds a year. 

This house where the n1ee ting· ,vais 
hold, is said to have been the first 
f1·ame house built in Ch elmsford and 
stood a few rods to the northeast of 
the house now known as the Crosby 
h o use. ' 

'Iherc are a. few· othe r places to b e 
marked but the co1nn1ittee thoug ht 
that the above named spot should be 
the first. 

The co1n1nittee c on s ists nf n e v. "\Yll
son W a ters, chairn1an; S tewart ·Ma (:
Kay, secretary and treasurer; Jos eph 

I
E. ,Varren. John J. Monah a n a nrl 
H e nry Shedd. 
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"I don't agree with burying the tric, telephone and cable bills 2 per- gives them a good teenug.-= ., ··-· __ 
wires in the town center. The econo- cent ~-jff'rive~_0d likf-J~e prices are ctai That's moderator.1 .. ~-_ 
my right now is in tough shape. As it all thatllitfn~o go-to Ciire,i;ch-,, ~e go to Jones n~e~e~w, ¥ you-:»-\ 

First 'town meeting'_ marker stand~\
unappreciated for lack of care taking -

By George Adams Parkhurst 
..(;oJDspO!Jlknt--

The site of Chelmsford's first 
"town meeting" in 1654 -
actually an unofficial gathering 

of community leaders, since it would 
be a year or more before the town 
would be incorporated - was marked 
by a granite marlcer in 1924. 

The marker was installed on a small 
knoll on private land on an extension 
of Crosby Lane at what is now the end 
of Meetinghouse Road. A few years 
ago when this land was sold, the mark
er was relocated a few feet to the west 
to a comer of the property at # 14 
Crosby Lane. To enhance its appear
ance, a small evergreen tree was plant
ed on either side of the stone. 

These trees have grown to the point 
where they cover the face of the stone 
and have not, apparently, been pruned 
regularly. 

From time to time, I am contacted 
by people from out of state who have a 
historical cormection with Chelmsford 

and want a tour of the town's historical 
spots. Last summer, two people asked 
specifically to visit the "first town 
meeting monument" to take pho
tographs of the stone. But it is just 
barely visible between the evergreens 
and cannot produce a meaningful 
photo. 

It would be desirable to have the 
responsible town department remove 
these trees, replace them with small 
ones and keep lhem trimmed. 

The first "town" meeting was held 
at the home of William Fletcher. 
History tells us that Fletcher had the 
first frame house in the new settle
ment. Although it disappeared many 
years ago, the Historical Commission 
hired an archaeologist to supervise 
a"dig" on the site in 1979. His work 
indicated that a home of that period did 
occupy the site. 

One of the first streets in 
Chelmsford ran from the meeting
house (where the First Parish Church 
stands) along Westford Street, , 
Worthen Street, across North Road 

COURTESY PHOTO 

The historic marker is much more visible in this 1973 photograph 
than it is today. 

and down Crosby Lane. In the early 
days, it continued near the Radisson 
Hotel to Golden Cove Road and 
thence to Middlesex Village and 
Pawtucket Falls. 

By the mid- l 920s when I used to 
play there with boys from the neigh
borhood, Crosby Larie beyond #14 and 
#15 was a dirt farm road leading to T. 
W. Emerson's piggery at the brook in 

' -- ...... 






