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FORM B - BUILDING SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Town f!/Je/~ 
Street address · l/7 Y."//J.1. tt& /(II . 

1. Is this building historically significant to: 
~ (Qommonweal"IB:) Nation 

Building has historical connection with the 
following themes: (see also reverse side) 

Scholar Commerce/industry 
Agriculture Sc~n e/invention 
Art/Sculpture avel communication 
Education Military Affairs 
Government Religion/philosophy 
Literature · Indians 
Music Other _____ _ 

Development of town/city 
Architectural reason for inventorying: 

Name .O)J.if(lfL()l/ jL(4!1~ (U/Jtlauk 

Use: orio-inal & present tt!JtH.LJ?)J)IJJLlf!uLv 
b* / 

Present owner fl)lu:t IZ~a, (lo AkwiY4' 
Open to public,---,-------------

.<J,J.L r,i.7:fi,.dat, 
Date MttL Style _ _..___ ........ _______ _ 

Source of date------------

Architect ----------------

---------------------·----
. OR part of Area # .-------

3.-CON;iTi°oN- ;;c;ll~~t 9;;i; ~t;r~o~;~d- ~;v~d-Q;i~~~ ~i 4Ua;id::£d: -
- -- ----· --.- - ----- - - - --- - - - - - - --- -- -- ---- -------- .. -------

4. DESCRIPTION 

FOUNDATION/BASEMENT: High Regular@ Material -f1--!!efl ......... M_· 'h .... -:e .... < ---------

WALL COVER: Wood dap/ra?J- &/Aft. Brick Stone Other ________ .._.._. __ 

ROOF: @i~' Gambrel Flat Hip Mansard----------......_~--~--------
Tower Cupola Dormer windows Balustrade Grillwork _ _._. _______________ _ 

CHIMNEYS: 1 @ 3 4 · Center End Interior Ur.regular) C~uster Elaborate 

ATTACHMEN~S: Wings Ell Shed STORIES: 1@ 3 4 

PORCHES: G) 2 3 4 /JJJ. a1hr&d dut PORTICO _______ __.B ..... a .... J .... ca ..... o....,y 

.FACADE: Gable end: Front@ Ornament ___ .,,.---------------------

Entrance: S!de ~Side Details: ,, 

Windows: Spacing: ·Regular~ I en ·,c 

Corners: Plain Pilasters Quoins ~::o~r:_:n::e:.:r::.b~o~ar!.:d:!!is);!... .... _ ------~. ----:-----:---:-=---=-:---
- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ -- - ----- - -------- - - - - - -- - ------- ---- - ---- -
5. Indicate location of building in relation to 6. Footage of structure from street -J.J .... (,_.. ______ _ 
nearest c

1

~o_s~;~;~;~~;.~~~'1er~uil~ings_ tJ Property has ile/( feet frontage on street 

· ·' ~-J · .... ~ ....... · J Recorder ~ /,,,~ 

· ',,:ip.·:.,; .• c,~s .; For (!kh~JZddJfi,,1d/kr.lJ/41&a. 
· r~·:/lidO~?Jf>~ 0

0
··_;,-;,"' Photo # __ 

1 
__ Date 11/:1,/2:2 

BIii . ,,_ne,ti l _.,. 7 ir::::,~ • ,e.,, ~'. ~' . SEE REVERSE SIDE 
( ,i;, . -t!J ~ , . ~:. .. ~,~n<',: 



RELATION OF SURROUNDING TO STRUCTURE 

1. Outbuildings_.L,4,11.:.w..;. ________________________ _ 

2. Landscape Features: Agriculture ~3:n .}\fooded Garden: Formal/Informal 
Predominant features 4/l /{l!ll{c&Jd 44tet 
Landscape architect _____________________ _ 

3. Neighboring Structures . 
Style: Colonial Federal Greek Revival Gothic Revival Italian Villa Lombard Rom. 

Venetian Gothic Mansard Richardsonian Modern 
' . 

Use: ~id~11~mmercfa!) Religious Conditions: Excellent ~Fair Dete~iorated ,. 

------------------------------------------------------· 

RESTRICTIONS __________________________ _ 

Original Owner: ____________ _ 
Deed Information: Book Number ___ Page __ , _______ Registry of Deeds 



Age_: 

,·;;:.•1 

Middlesex Turnpike Tollhouse 
47 Golden Cove Road 

This house appears on .an 1831 map of Chelmsford, an.d it was a tollhouse 
for the Middlesex Turnpike, which, according to Water's History of 
Chelmsford, opened about 1810. However, the architecture of the house 
and the discovery of newspapers dated 1775 behind front wall olapooards 
suggest that the age of the house may be older than 1810 •. 

Alterations & Additions: 

The house originally wa,s a simple two room building (plus two rooms in 
the second story) with a large chinmey between the rooms and behind a 
staircase which spiralled clockwise upward in 13 steps. There was and is 
a full cellar with fieldstone walls. 

Sometime prior to 1910 a second house containing the present kitchen, 
bath, and upstairs bedrooms was moved to the right side of the original 
section, and the cellar was continued under it. A small portion now 
containing the pantry and shed was probably added to and behind the 
second house somewhat later. A iarge garage under an apartment was 
attached to the pantry-shed also prior to 1910. The piazza fronting the 
original section was probably built in 1914. 

i 
l 

Sometime between 1910 and 1940 the very narrow left room of the 
original section was extended '3' /D.'l'; to the. left ( one story). A bay 
window in this addition was replaced by the preseht fairly large plain 
window after a fire about 1940. 

Somet1me after 1915 the present owner's husband added a bedroom and. 
new stairs to the front of the second house; the original stairs in this 
section were removed to make room for the bathroom. In the original 
section, the large chimney and spiral stairs were ~Qplaoed by a smaller 
chimney, straight stairs, and closet areas, providing a larger vestibule. 
The direction of the cellar stairs was also changed at this time. 

A new window was put in the rear wall of the right room of the 
original house by the present ovmer's husband. From the interior, it 
looks like an old, recessed window with a cupboard underneath. From the 
outside 0£ the house one can see how it protrudes about l! f~et from th~, 
;-Val;J... cJ,;w,M/_ ccrnu .--sT . .··. . _ Ct/tar 6J.>ir:, r..11dtrc11m s_1;i1rJ +\'., t.)' '""{,.. P ?Ld fvrT cf House 
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47 Golden Cove Rd. 

Northern Middlresex District Registry of Deeds 

Book 1478, pg. 52 6/7/1960 

Book 830, pg. 428 10/9/1933 

Book 665, pgo 421 7/18/1922 

Book 665, pg. 417 7/18/1922 

Book 665, pg. 417 7/18/1922 

Book 665, pg. 415 7/18/1922 

Book 496, pg. 163 11/14}1912 

L. Leroy & Eliza Hannaford 

f~om 
Eliza Hannaford 

Eliza Hannaford 
from 

Waldo Hannaford 

Waldo Hannaford 

from 
L. Leroy & Eliza Hannaford 

1/2 of the land with buildings. 

'laroy & Eliza J. Hannaford 

from 
Waldo Hannaford 

1/2 of the lands with buildings 
(r, pared on 13:lleru., td.) 
L. Leroy & Eliza Hannaford 

from 
Thomas Higgins 

1/2 of lands ) 
(J:5 ~reel 0•1 B,·/lerit.c> Rd 
Thomas Higgins 

from 

L.Leroy & Eliza Hannaford 

1/2 of lands 
(rs. p~rtel 0(1 

Waldo & Roy Hannaford 

from 
H. Sweetser, Lyman Byam, A. Dutton 

(Trustees under the will of 

John E. Stevens) 



4? Golden Cove Rd. 

Northern Middlesex District Registry of Deeds 

Book 428, pg. 532 

Book 428, pg. 530 

264, pg. 91 

56. pg. 385 

Book 14, pg. 413 

North: 

Book l?, pg. 466 

South: 

Book 606 1 pg. 221 

North: 

Book 16 1 pg.14 

Southz 
Book 450, pg. 530 

1/1/1909 

1/1/1902 

4/23J1895 

4/2?/186? 

4/28/18.58 

3/27/1851 

11/14/1844 

Herbert Sweetser, Iorman Byam 
and Arthur Dutton( trustees for 

the will of John Stevens) 

from 

Arthur & Laura Brown 

Laura Brown 

from 
Mary E. Worthen 

2 acres 

Mary E. Worthen 
from 

Warren Floyd, J. ~Coy, and 
Annie Stevens f trustees under 

the will of John E. Stevens) 

2 acres 

John E. Stevens 

from 

William Talbot 

William Talbot 

from 
Samuel Harvey 

Samuel Harvey 

from 

John Mulliken 

(J:vic/uJt!> «-~Jcit1in~ 
l1idd/t Se)( Turn pi I{~) 

John Mtlliken 

from 
Benjamin Chamberlain 



47 Golden Cove Rd. 

#iddlesex District Registry of Deeds 

North: 

Book 17, pg. 182 

South: 

Book 566, pg. 173 

North: 

Book 15, pg. 385 

South: 

Book 447, Pi• 422 

North: 

Book 14, pg. 545 

North: 

Book 14,pg. 343 

South: 
Book 386, pg. 1.58 

North: 

Book 14, 345 

North: 

Book 13, pg. 254 

South: 

~ook 331, pg. 472 

B~rbar~ Morse 

6/25/1849 

8/14/184~ 

8/14/1843 

7/1/1839 

7/9/1839 

2/1/1834 

Lydia B. ffunt 

from 
John M..tlliken ( fohrtgage) 

Copper sn,;Th 

John Jtblliken 1~echaijiC 
I 

from 

Thomas Howe 
~ '-Toct hou~e '}(,iown .l~ Tke "Toti House 

Thomas Howe 

from 
john Milliken ( 1110 rtgage J 

Thomas Howe 

from 
Benjamin Chamberlain 

Benjamin Chamberlain 

from 
Thomas HoweJTr~er 

n,,orTa ~,., 

Joseph Manning 

from 
Benjamin Cha)llberlain 

(included in a J pieces) 
/I , 

Ir~ A )ric/ud,'n9 sTore 



Middlesex Hrurnpike Tollhouse 
47 Golden Cove Road 

WatBrs., pg. 439: Middlesex Turnpike. 

Notes comiped bX 
J. Drury 11/2/72 

In 1803 a committee was appointed by the Town to go to the General Court 
to oppose all turnpike roads through Chelmsford. The Town wanted a free 
road from New Hampshire to Boston. 

The old Middlesex Turnpike, charteres June 151 1805, by Sanmel Swan., 
Jr. Perkins Nichols, Royal Makepeace, Ebenezer Br1dge., William 
Whittemore, Jr., and James Abbott, and opened about five years later., 
took the direct route to the North. It started at Tyngsborough meeting
house and went through Chelmsford, Billerica, Bedford, and Cambridge. 
The charter was repealed in 1841 and it became a free road in 1846. 

The toll house still stands opposite the Town Farm (110 Billerica 
Rd.) where the turnpike crosses Billerica st. From that point the turnpike 
lay just south of the present Golden Cove Road and comes out some 
distance south of the cove• 

Jane Drury: 
The turnpike then crossed the present location of Rt. 495 and came out 
between 23 & 25 Buckman Drive, which it crossed, and continued north 
between 24 & 26 Buckman Drive, on the east side of remnants of an old 
stone wall. Farther on, a portion of it is in use and known as Old 
Middlesex Turnpike. It later appears as Tyngsboro Road (Rt. 3A) in North 
Chelmsford. 

Waters, pg. 397: 
Near the toll house, which still stands on Golden Cove road, opposite 
the Town Farm., Abel Hunt of Concord kept a store. A Mr. Larcom and a 
Mr. Piper were toll-takers here. Before the road was built from Central 
Sqam,e to Golden Cove, in 1829, the travel went around by Bill~rica 
street and the Turnpike which crossed Billerica street at the own Farm, 
and crossed what is now the Lowell road where the lane is, some distance 
south of Golden Cove. 

Beers Atlas 1875); owner is J.E. Stevens 

1831 map. 

Lowell Courier-Citizen 

July 8, 1914 - The old "Toll House" at the corne~ of Bille:ica street and 
Golden Cove road, now owned by Waldo Hannaf?rd, is under~oing numerous 
interior and exterior improvements. A bay windo~, exren~ing across the 
south end of the house, has been added, and a piazza built along the east 
end of the house. 

Jan 11 1916 - Mr. & Mrs. Waldo Hannaford who have faithfully and most 
satlsfa~torily filled the positions of superintendent and m~tron ~t the 
town farm for the past nine years, are about to give up their duties and 
will occupy their home at the corner of Billerica street and Golden Cove 
roado 

June 27, 1916 - A daughter was born on Monday to Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Hannaford 
at their home in Billerica street. 



47 Golden Cove Road 8/8/2004 F. Merriam 


