
Board of Se lec tme n during th e Tercentenary year, 1 to r , Donald E. Smith, cha ir ma n 
Roger W. Boyd and Dani el J. Hart. 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

A PROCLAMATION 

The basic stnicture of state 
and local government de r ives 
from t he cha r ter given on 
March 4, 1629 by Charles I to 
the 1iew E:ngl and Company.naming 
it "!'he Governo r and Comp any 
o f the Massachuse t ts Bay in 
New Ehgland. ' This company had 
sent John Endico t t and fi f ty 
settlers t o Sal em in 1628 and 
was a successo r to the Do r
chester Adventur ers who estab
l i shed a f i shing settl ement at 
Gloucester in 1623.Its charter 
was s imi l ar in fo rm to t ho se 
.of other business corpo rations 
of the time. The 'f reemen , • 
who would be cal led s t ockhold
ers no w, annually elected a 
Governor, Deputy Governor, and 
Assi stants who constituted the 

Whereas, the Town of Chelmsford, Massachusetts, having been incorporated 
under the laws and vith the authorization of the General Court, in 1655, ve, the 
elected members of the Board of Selectmen, do officially proclaim that a public 
observance of the Jooth Anniversary or said incorporation shall be held during the 
year 1955. 

Whereas, such obeervance shall be conducted with proper exercises and 
whereas, such exercises shall be under the jurisdiction of a committee of towns
people, and referred to, as the General Cormni ttee. 

In thirv-five years after the pilgrims landed at Plymouth, the hardy, 
stalwart sons of Chelmsford, "seeked and petitioned for the incorporation of their 
town" and thereafter conducted her own gove~nt independent~. 

'!he memory ,of man does not dwell at great length on the events of 7ester
year, but Chelmsford has dwelt and advanced her three centuries, contributing to 
culture, science, and industr.r. Ever and alva;ys the call for the defense of the 
countr.r, the commonwealth , the county, and the town, has been answered. 

Chelmsford is proud of her hi stor.r. 

'!he year 1.655 is a memorable one on our records. Let it ever be sacred 
and motivate our lives. 

IN WI1NESS WHEREOF: we have here-to set our hands and caused the seal 
of the Town of Chelmsf ord to be affixed. 

DONE at Chelmsford, Massachusetts, thie thi rteenth da;y or May in the year of our 
u:,rd , nineteen hundred and fifV-f ive. 

tJ, 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

'Court of As si stants' or board 
of governors. Fr eemen and as
sistants me t to 1ethe r in a 
'General ' Court or 11tockhol d

ers' meeting at stated t i mes 
t o t r ansact i mportant company 
o r co l ony business. As the 
size of this group 1rew, it 
beciae unwielding and a repre
sent a t ive system 1radually 
evolved. Eventually, instead 
of there bein& a repreeentative 
from each t own and city, re
presentative districts were 
set up much as they are todq. 

It had been custoaary f o r 
the charter and at least a part 
o f the gove rni ng body o f a 
col onizi ng or t radin g company 
to r emain i n Engl and, but t he 
Vi r gi nia company' s experi ence 
under such ci r cumstances had 
been unf avo rab l e . Fr om the 
f i rst i t enjoyed on ly a l im 
ited self- government and its 
charte r and p r ope r ty were 
later confiscated oy the Crown . 
To el iminate such a possi 
bility, the Puri t an l eade rs 
refused t o l eave fo r Ameri ca 
unless they could have full 
control over the enterp rise and 
in 1629 at London at a meeting 
of the Great and General court, 
it was voted to t ransfer char 
te r and go v e r nment to New 
England . John Wi nth r op was 
elected governor and sailed on 
:.larch 29, 1630 i n the Arbell a, 
which al so car ried the charter 
and Wintn r op' s fe llow of fi 
cials. The Arbella landed at 
Sal em on June 12, 1630. The 
fi r st meeting of the Court of 
Assi stants was held at Char les
to wn on August 23 , and the 
General Court met at Boston in 
October . 

The pr esence of i t s char ter 
and government on this side of 
the At l antic made Massachusetts 
8ay practically independent of 
Ehglish control and i t remained 
so unti l 1686 . The charter 
proved to be so workable as a 
colonial constitution that 
other colonies imitated it and 
during the Revolution most of 
the thirteen colonies framed 
their state constitutions 
along similar lines. The most 
prominent featu r e of this 
charter, which has become one 
of ou r most cherished insti
t utions, was the principle of 
state elections. Kepresenta
tives, assistants, and even 
the governor had to go before 
the voters annually. This was 
in great contrast to the Eng
lish or Parliamentary system 
which was de pendent on t he 
sovereign's will, and the 
American system provided an 
almost continuous check on 
government executives and re
presentatives as well. 

The first elections in Massa
chusetts Bay were by 'show of 
hands' but soon the normal 
corporate method of balloting 
was adopted . Corn and beans 
were used instead of white and 
black balls to s i gnify 'yes' 
and 'no' votes, but paper bal -
lots were later adopted. 

These features of the old 
government were preserved when 
in 1691, Massachuse tts became 
a royal providence wi th a new 
charter and a royal governor. 
In 1780, when John Adams drafted 
the constitution of the Com
mon wealth, he follo wed the 
language and the spirit of the 
company charte r of 1629 as 
closely as possible. 

Democracy as we have it to
day was not the goa l of t he 
founding fathers. They wanted 
to establish a common wealth 
where men could l ead the good 
life acco rdin g to their own 
interpretation of God's word. 
It was not intended that every 
Continued on thi r teenth page 



Chel111Sford purchased its first rubbish collection truck 
in 1953 and the Board of Health has made weekly collec
tions ava I 1 ab 1 e to the town, 

Members of the Board of Health, left to right, Or. 'Charles C, Farrington, chairman, 
01 iver A. Reeves and Edmund J. Welch. ety of subjects. I n 1678, for 

example, t11ey wer e 'fo r con 
tinuance of peace, healin~ tlle 
small pox, and for sundry of 
our ministe rs tnat were lan
guishing, and for o the r me r
cies.' In 1687, the day was 
set apart because of 'last 
year's drought, uncomfortable 
winter, Epidemicall coughs and 
colds, the small pox in some 
pl aces, and for all the mercies 
of the year.• 

r equi r ed forthwitil to aid and 
assist tne selectmen of Boston, 
. . . , in disposing and removing 
t11e said Widow Paige with her 
son, daulhte r, and maid, and 
cause each of them to be car
ried down to Apple I sland, or 
any other re mote pl ace of the 
t own of Boston, as the said 
selectmen s hall di r ect; Ami to 
impress men and boats , etc., 
as the occas ion shall r equire. 
Hereof fail not; . . .. ' 

Smal I Pox Epidemic 
Raged Unchecked 
In Chelmsford 

Small pox is now so effec
tively controlled by vaccina
tion tnat we pay scant atten
tion to it, yet small pox 
epidemics, ragin11 unchecked in 
the past, caused enormous 
losses of life in the Ol<l World 
and the New. The too-familiar 
polio epidemics which the Salk 
vaccine seems t o hold promise 
of conquerin6 are to a slight 
degree modern counterparts of 
the recurrences of the earlier 
~istemper,' but in tne 17th 

and 18th centuries, when small 
pox was so prevalent in this 
country, there was less incen
tive to find preventive mea
sures for the disease was con-

sidered an act of God, and 
there was also less hope of 
finding s uch measures because 
of tne undeveloped state of 
~edical knowledge. 

Small pox existed in China 
in the 6th century and reached 
England in the 13th century, 
having been brought to Europe 
by crusaders returning from 
the Holy Land. It was a dis
ease carried by persons and 
sprang up quickly wherever it 
was introduced. The Spanish 
explorers brought it to America 
about 1500, and some 125 years 
later, John Winthrop reported 
that a great majority of the 
Indians witnira a 300-mile radi
ous of Massachusetts Bay had 
died of small pox which was 
then still prevalent. There 
were frequent epidemics in 
Massachusetts during the co-

Compliments of 

JOHNSTON'S BAKERY 
HOME OF FINE BAKING 

295 Westford St., Lowell GL 2-4431 

Congratulation on 

CHELMSFORD'S Compliments of 

TERCENTENARY 

SULLIVAN 
WILDER GRAIN CO. 

FUNERAL HOME 

ERNES C. SULLIVAN GLenview 8-8797 

Director 
Middlesex Place 

GL 3-1375 
LOWELL, MASS. 

22 Fourth St., Lowell 

Tel. CL 2-7937 Industrial 

EDMUND B. KELTY CO. 

189 Walter Street Lowell, Mass. 

HEATING CONTRACTORS 

Commercial Residential 

lonial and provincial periods, 
and Boston suffered especially 
heavily because many infected 
ships came into its harbor. 
Its popul ation was also greater 
and more concentrated than in 
any other town so the infection 
was mor e easily spread th~ r e. 
Since the problem was greatest 
in Boston, it was natural that 
that town should take the first 
steps toward its control. In 
this, as in many other matters 
concerning the welfare of the. 
whole province, Boston was the 
leader, and the outlying dis
tricts, profiting by her ex
perience, could subsequently 
adopt the measures she found 
most workable. 

In the beginning , fast days 
were set apart early each year, 
when wo rk was for n i dden and 
prayers were offerel! on a vari-

During Boston's fifth epi 
demic (1 702), when about 300 
died, tne first legislation was 
passed requiring the isolation 
of small pox patients: 

"#hereas there is a m!I.O sick 
of the small pox at the house 
o f Wid ow Pai ge at the North 
end o f Boston, and in o rder to 
preveut the further spreading 
of said distemper within the 
said town, (the county sneriff 
and the town constab le) a r e 

CONGRATULATIONS 

LARSON'S DAIRY 
1990 MIDDLESEX ST. CHELMSFORD 

GL 2-9758 

RUSTY'S TUCKE & PARKER CO. 

SUNOCO ELECTRICAL 

SERVICE STATION 
CONTRACTORS 

54 CHELMSFORD ST. 
176 Appleton Street 

CHELMSFORD 
LOWELL, MASS. 

GL 3-3472 

CONGRATULATIONS 

HAYES OIL COMPANY 

Ossrn HAYES - JosEPH E. HARDMAN 

Residents of Chelmsford 

517 DUTTON ST. LOWELL 

CL 3-6961 

The Paige family was evi
dently being i so lated instead 
of the sick man, and we cto not 
know what accor.1modations , if 
any, were made for t he f amily 
on Apple Isl and or e lsewhere. 
We can assume that the patient 
was p r ovided with food and 
nursin g car e if necessary, 
probably at town expense. 

In 1721. a sixth epidemic 
began in Boston, and about one 

Continued on tenth page 
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Chelmsford 
Trading Post 
Tel. GL 3-5222 

Congratulation on 

CHELMSFORD'S 

TERCENTENARY 

L & L 

TRANSPORTATION 

COMPANY 
15 CHEEVER STREET 

Tel. CL 7-7595 

Congratulations on Your 

300TH ANNIVERSARY 

ROGERS HALL 

SCHOOL for GIRLS 
( established 1892) 

Boarding and Day Departments 
Grades 9 thro<1gh 12 

Coll~ge Preparatory and 
General Courses 

All Sports, Swimming Pool. 
Many Social Activities 

Mrs. Katharine W. MacCay 
Principal 

GL 2-5091 



CHELMSFORD POLI CE DEPARTMEHT---front r ow, l ef t to ri ght, Basil J . Lark in, Winslow 
P. George , Ch ief Ralph J. Hul s lande r , Allan A. Adams, Edward F. Miner; sec on d row, 
left to r igh t, James W. Bi r twell , Francis Foste r, Leo A. eoucher, George W. Mar ine ! , 
Lesli e H. Adams, Jr.; rear row, left to right, Ar t hur F. Smith , Robe r t F. McAndrew, 
Richard F. Campbell , Walter W. Edwards , Jr., John B. Wri g l ey. 

CHELMSFORD POLICE BAND:---Pictured, Center front, John McEnaney, (Drum carrier), 
First row, 1 tor, James Gagnon, easil Dixon, Robert Abrahafflson, Raymond Cantara, 
Ralph Hulslande r (Chief of Police) Basi 1 Larkin (Director of band), Frederick Crowe, 
George Perze I , Donald Hankinson; Second row, I to r, Gregory Caron, John Leite, 
John Flynn, Dona Id Heathcock, Sewel 1 Bowers, Jr., Walter Larkin, Gerald Hardy, Jerry 
Dirubbo ; Third row, I tor, Jack Edwards, Alexander Gerva i s, Lawrence Day, Donald 
Smith,Donald Caron , Jam es Dunigan; Fourth row, 1 tor, Roger Proulx, Georg e Marine!, 
Walter Dinn igan, Raymond Mo r in , Walter Wilkins, Jr. 

Chelmsfo rd Pol i ce Band. 

I • • 

:- ·: . --~ ~----- ~·. 

CH I EF OF POLICE RALPH J. HULSUNDER 

Chelasford Police 
Band Makes Init i al 
Appearance Sunday 

Va lu ati on Of 
Chelmsford 

The newly or ganizeri Chelms- T. Val. Polls Pop. 
ford Po l ice Band :nade its 1790 $ 9, 512.75 299 1,144 
initial appearance Sunda,y. May 1800 $ 11, 816 . 10 322 l , 290 
29 th "·hen tney played p r ior 1810 $ 12,659. 10 l, 396 
to and dur ing the opening cere- 1820 $ 15,993. 98 402 1, 535 
monies fo r the Pony Lea~ u e 1830 $35 5,751.00 416 1,387 
at Var ney Pl ayg r ound. 1840 $443 , 684. 77 443 1,697 

The band, under .tne direct ion 1850 $958. 369. 00 543 2. 097 
of Se r geant Basil Larkin of 1860 $1 , 371.136.00 583 2,291 
the r egul ar force , i s composeri 1870 $1,695,075.00 593 2,374 
of 30 r egul ar and au xiliary 1880 $1461,316. 00 842 2,553 
membe r s. They a r e neat l y 1890 $1,772 , 035 .00 758 ·2,695 
gart.ed in r egul ar pol ice uni -. 1900 $2 , 448,848.00 1, 275 3, 984 
fo r ms and ;nade a ve r y smar t 1910 $4, 524,105.00 1, 347 5, 010 
appea r ance Sunday. The b and 1915 $4, 514,610.00 1,337 5,182 
was organized o ri gi nal ly to 1920 $6, 421 ,540.00 1,419 5,682 
add to t he Pol ice Department ' s 1925 $7 ,360,800, 001,969 6,573 
unit fo r t h e Ter ce n tenary 1930 $7,090,615.00 2 , 051 7,022 
varade. The grou.> has now been 1935 $6, 660, 706.00 2,320 7,595 
o rgan ized and some o ut door 1940 $7,018,740.00 2, 657 8, 060 
summer concer ts are now be i ng 1945 $7. 714 , 306. oo 3, 026 8, 726 
pl anned. 1950 $9.456. 490. 00 3.124 9 . 407 

The or gan izing of a Pol ic~ 1954$12,608, 775.00 3, 50211, 749 
Band is uni que i n thi s area -------------
as onl y t he larger cities have 
enougti men t o be able t o f orm 
s u ch a gr oup. Che l msfo r d is 
fo rtun a t e in hav ing e nouin 
qualif ied musician s to t ake 
P.art i n thi s endeavor aud t hus 
beC0111ing one of the only towns 
no r t h of Bost on t o have such 
an or ganization. 

Pol ice Chief Ral ph J. Huls
lander has been in c ll arge of 
the fund raisi ng caml)aign t o 
~uy tne necessary band equip
me nt , music, and r egul at i or. 
uniforms. Chief Hulslande r r e
ports that al l of the unifor~s 
and ot he r e~u i pQent a r e no w 
pai d fo r. 

The committee which di r ectR 
the policy of the gr o up con
sists of baud member s J e rry 
Di r ubbo , John J. Fo l ey, Jr., 
and Wal ter Wi lk i ns, Jr. with 
assistance from Di r ector Larkin 
s.nd Chief Hulslander . Any l o-

cal band uus icians ove r ni gh 
school :ige wto ar e inter e~t ed 
in j o ini ng thi s or gani zation 
should contact the committee. 

The following is a l ist of 
the prese nt band me mbe r s by 
sections: Clarinets: - Donald 
Caron, Donald Coates , Ri chard 
·oeFre it as, Wal t e r Dinnigan. 
Jack Edwards, and J ohn Po l ey, 
Jr. ; Trumpets: - Sewell Bowers. 
Jr. , Gr eg Car o11, J ames Dunn i 
gan, Gerald Hardy, ~on Heath
cock, Alexande r J arvis, Wal t er 
Larkin. and Donald Snith: Alto 
Horn: - Donald Enis; Bari tone 
Hor n: - Ray Cantara. and Fred
e r ick Cr owe , Jr.; Sa.xapoones : -
Je r r y Lir~b bo , J o hn Fiynn. 
and Robert Oates. Trombones: -
Robert Ab raha.11sou, • Basil Dixol\ 
John Leite, and Geor ge Pe r zel ; 
Basses: - James Gagnoi. and Don
ul d Hanki nson; Drums: - Larry 

Cont inued on f ifteenth .page 

Par t of t he Che lmsfor d Po li ce on Parade • • 
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Front, I to r, WI 11 la• Shedd, Thoaaa Shedd, Donald S111i th, Capt. Clarence 
Dane, Arthur Cutter, Anthony Ferriera; second row, Edward Hoyt, Lt.Charles Front, 1 to r, Bradford Emerson, Capt. Ernest Bya111, Edward Quinn, Chief 
Jangraw, Ralph House, Roger Calder, Lt. Howard Christianson, Capt. George Allan Kidder , Ray Pickard, William Thayer; second row, I tor, George Dix• 
Waite, Rayaond Marchand; third row, 1 tor, Melmon Saith Forrest Philbrook, on, Warren Wetmore Thomas Miskell, James Robinson, Edward McGovern; third 
Royce Parker, Charles Miller, Eugene Pudsey, George Baxendale, Capt, Asa row, I to r, Lionel Marchand, Capt, Roland Marr, George Parkhurst, Charle, 
Robey; fourth row, I tor, Ira Spaulding, Arthur House, John Hallberg,Neil Fuller, A. Louis Bennett; fourth row, I tor, foster Braga , Will i am Dutton. 
Mooers, John Breen, Arthur Caster, Lt. Robert Spaulding. farley Ke111p, Wal lace Greig, Morton Pickard. 

FIRE CHIEF ALLAN KIDDER 

The late Joseph D. Ryan wbo gave the fire depart11ent 
fl fty years of service In fl re fighting. He was Chief 
of District 2 for aany years a,d retirat at the age of 
80 years. 

Members of the Chelmsford Fire Departments as they marched in the Parade during the 
celebration. 

ChelMSford Fire Dept. during celebration - also headquarters for celebrationr 

<@eram.ie9 
Congratulations on 

Chelmsford's 300th Anniversary 

DUSOBOX CO. INC. 
1..--- • Glll!l!NWAIU! • lNSTRUcnONS 

500 Sizes In Stock 24 Hour Service GEORGE J . PERZEL 

TE.D'HONI! LOW&LL GL 2-+HO Anything Y our Shipper N e.eds 
167 NOa'l'H aoAD, CRUWnOaD, MAIi. 69 WILLIE ST., LOWELL, MASS GL 2-1100 



FIREMEN'S MUSTER COMMITTEE--left to right, James O, Robinson, Edward Quinn, chainnan 
Chief Allan Kidder, George F. Waite, Edward Hoyt. 

Water Polo during the Fireman's Muster. 

Gerry No. 5 of Marblehead at the Fl re111an's Muster. 

Gerry Ho. 5 trying to set a mark whi ch they did and won th e ir class. 

Fireaen'• Muster One 
Of Feature EYents Of 
Tercentenary f.elebration 

The Firemen's Muster held 
on saturda.y June 11th on the 
old Trotting park grounds was 
one of the outstanding events 
of the entire Tercentenary 
celebration. The large crowd 
in attendance at the parade 
slowly filed down to the mus
ter grounds and by starting 
time there was an excellent 
crowd set to watch the after
noon's festivities. 

There were twelve units on 
hand ready tor action as the 
officials prepared to open the 
competition. The hand tubs 
were all in excellent condi
tion despite their age and it 
•ade the people on hand 11anel 
at how tires could have been 
handled by these •achines. 

The competition gave each tub 
a chance to put out a streaa 
as tar as possible in a fifteen 
minute time liait. Thia con
sisted of building up pressure 
in the tub and then breaking 
open the nozzle when the crew 
foreman t'elt the wind currents 
were wi~b him. Some of the 
participating units sent out 
as many as five different 
streams in an attempt to place 
in the prize aoney that •oun
ted to some $1200. 

The Gerry No. 5 unit fro• 
Marblehead, Mass.,was the tub 
that opened the action for the 
afternoon and they had a good 
turn as they sent out the 
first prize winning stre• for 
Cl ass 2. Their stre• carried 
196 and 1~ inches. Tbe Tor
rent No. 1 fro• Bath, Main~ 
took second place honors in 
Continued on fourteenth page 

Gerry No. 5 getting ready to make a break when they get the 
wind blowing in the right direction. 

This entry is trying another technique to get diatance •. 

Protection No, I of Newbury, Mass. at the Muster. 



THE NEWSWEEKLY 

In a small room In the rear of this building the Chelms
ford Newsweekly was started. Located at Newfield Street 
in the North section the publisher saw the need to be 
centrally located and the off ice was moved to the Center 
section. 

The entire NEWSWEEKLY staff 
extends to the townspeople of 
Chelmsford its heartiest con
gratu lations durin g their 
'300 th anniversary year. These 

make history and we are doing 
our part towards the writing 
of that history by reporting 
each week some of the events-· 
great and small--which we think 

Edward G. Krasnecki, Editor and Publisher, is responsi
ble for all material that is printed in the Newsweekly. 
The cooperation of the members on the Newsweekly staff 
is a great help as Wednesday evening arrives and the 
newspaper pages are made up. Each story, picture and 
advertisement is pasted into proper position on each 
page and then taken to Offset Printing Inc. in Lowe ll 
some time after midnight for photography and actual 
printing. The newspaper is completed some time before 
noon the next day. 
three centuries have provided 
the town with a rich and 
inspiring heritage. Now you 
yourselves are helpin g to 

Mrs. Frances Hartley, Business 
Manager, actually runs the 
newspaper office and her du
ties are many. All work is 
funnelled through her hands 
before completion, she takes 
most complaints as well as 
compliments, makes arrange
ments for assignments for 
other members of the staff, 
does the bookkeeping , writes 
the checks, aid does the bill
ing. When she has free time 
she also operates a Vari-typer 
and sets ada. 

are significant in the life 
of the town - -that is, in the 
lives of Chelmsford people. 

We are pleased with the in
terest and coope ra tion you 
have shown us during ou r 16 
years of existence. This is 
the first t im e that all of 
those who are responsible for 
putting out the NEWSWEEKLY 
have met together as one grouo. 
that is, pictured together 
as a group, and speaking with, 
one voice, we hope that our 
work will continue to merit 
your support in the years to 

Mrs. Nary Long, advertising 
manager, can be heard on the 
telephone by advertisers al
most every day, 

come. You may b~ sure that we 
will do our best to make your 
local paper more interesting 
and more worthwhile with each 
issue. 

After sixteen years of pub
lishing a newspaper it can be 
told that before &---person goes 
into newspaper work they must 
convince themselves first that 
they love work. With work on a 
newspaper you do not know wl:at 
to expect, stories, advertis
ing, pictures and renumeration 
at the end of a week. Hours 
do not mean eight hou rs a day 
or forty hours a week, it means 
that you start a job and v.ork 
on it until it is completed 
without regard for time. You 
must learn to be able to con-

Edgar P. George, Sport Colum
ist, contributes his sports 
column "Short Sport Shots" 
each week. Ed calls his shots 
as he sees them and has been 
responsible for much of the 
sports interest in the town. 

verse in almost any line of 
business, must have an idea of 
what is going to take place 
before it happens, anticipate 
what town offic ials may do or 
not do, be a politician your
self, he hard skinned in that 
o,ne day you are scum of the 

Ernest A. Pouliot, Official 
Photographer who takes mos~ 
of the pictures for the News
weekly. A wellknown figure 
in the town,he is most welcome 
at any occasion l<ttlere pictures 
are needed. 
earth and on another day you 
are placed amongst the heaven
l y angels for the deeds you 
·perform in relating the news. 
It has always been the policy 
of this newspaper that news 
knows no class, that eve ry
body is news. 

A great day in Chelmsford was 
the birth of the Chelmsford 
Newsweekly on May 2, 1940 when 
Edward G. Krasnecki and Harry 
VanDernoot started a weekly 
newspaper in Chelmsford. Mr. 
VanDernoot was the editor 
while Mr. Krasnecki was the 

NEWSGIST 
The annual Memorial day exercises and parade took place in the 

Centre last Thursday morning, with a program similar to that of other 
years carried out by the patriotic organizations of the town. 

CHELM 
complete atory on paee 7. "Nod, 

North Chelmsfod paid tribute to its war dead last T hursday with 
appropriate exercises, parade and program, concluding "''1th a catered 
dinner ,erved in the town haJI. 

VOL I-NO. I 

complete story on page ; , 

Members of the children's choir of t he Central BaptW. churrh held 
their final rehearsal of the season last Wednesday afternoon at the 
church vestry, foJlowed by a party. 

Cena 
8,06( 

complete story on page '1. 

----. 
The Stony Brook Hermit says that the weather la>t week was too 

wet for even the fish. They complained to him bf nearly drowning. 
completed story on page 2, 

F'or those who like their news from the nation's capitol in a con
cise and readable column. we have just that every week written by 
two of Washington's outstanding correspondent•, Ray Johnson and 
Walter Pierce. 

50 Va 
$6,008 completed ltory on PIie 2. 

F'ire destroyed a barn and garage at the Walter Boumil farm on 
Dunstable road in North shortly before 4 A. )1. last F1~day morning, 
but the Boumil house, only 16 feet away from the garage. was saved 
by the local fire men under the direction of Chief Joseph Ryan. 

Town Mee tin1: 

T he ,um of S6lOI• 
tG'A n mettlnc htld • 
hall ror the pu?JIClt r, 
po~ et a:rader ror D 

depa.rtment. 

conpleted 1tory on paa;e 6. 

At a meeting held Frid ay night by representatives of the Episcopal, 
Baptist and Congregational churches at the home or R•v. Charles W. 
Henry. it was decided to hold the community church p icnic Saturday, 
J une 15, at Varnum Grove, Long Pond, Dracut. 

Th e meetma. 1rlue II 
50 \otera. \t,al ou: t 
both arllclts con~ 
11111 accf pt,-d r.tuaa p1 conple~d atory on paa;e e 

The Centre Brownies h 2\cl thei r fin al met"'ting or the season at 
the post quarter!! last week, the meeting being held in the rorm of 
a party. 

The po"er if"ll(!a" " 
~lX•) t U •Old ml t 
suo·.v p:011,· and °'-ll 
four • .,, hM I dme 11 .. 
the m·• rquJpmff.t ~ · 

Original format of the Chelmsford Newsweekl y in its~ 
of the 19~0 Federal Census which shows Che lm sford witl 
Another feature headlined was that fifty voters appr~ 
must be present at any town meeting before any . businec 
HMS Chelmsford, a ship having the same name as t his~ 
a half before this country entered the war. 

had been r eached that t he re 
just wasn't enough money in 
a weekly newspaper for two and 
Mr. VanDemoot sold out t o Mr. 
Krasnecki. Mr . VanDernoot i s 
now a feature wri te r fo r 
Associated Press in Washing
ton, D. C. 

One of th~ first moves the 
new Editor and Publisher made 

' 

was to obtain the se rvi ces 
of Edgar George as Sports Edi· 
tor, Phoebe Murphy (now Phoebe 

Miss Eleanor Parkhurst, Feature 
Writer and Historian, who does 
special stories and some edit
orials. Her work on most of 
the histor ical data in the 
regular edition and the Ter
centenary edition was a tre
mendous tas k and should be 
enjoyed by all townspeople. 
She is our Historian. 

business manager. The birth
place was in anine foot square 
room in the rear of a two 
story cement building on New
field Street in North Chelms
ford. The life of this new 
newspaper wasn't given much 
chance t9 s urvive by some of 
the experts of the t own and 
for a while even the two own
ers were convinced that it was 
a big mistake but youth was 
determined to fight it out. 

Until September of 1940 the 
Newsweekly was printed in 
Everett and one of the great
est thrills r ealized now was 
that Lt. Governor Sumner G. 
Whittier was in the pressroom 
when the very first impression 
of the first Newsweekly came 
off the press. Whittier was at 
that time an Alderman in Ever
ett. 

In September the Newsweekly 
was printed in Lawrence by the 
Lawrence Sunday Sun until 
March 194 1 when the printing 
was again done in Everett. 

In February the decision 

Killilea) as reporter and Mary 
Sheehan (now Mary Long) as ad
vertising solicitor. The sup
port given the pape r f r om 
that point on was most appre· 
ciative. The paper had reached 
the point where it was con
sidered established. From a 
financial angle ads . came in 
from the New EnglW1d Telephone 
Company, Lowell Electric Light 
Corp., Lowe! 1 Gas Company , 
probate court and land court 
and local merchants gave the 
paper a boost by advertisi ng 
in it. Only one adve rtiser 
has appeared in every issue 
published by the Chelmsford 
Newsweekly, that is Saunders 
Funeral Home of Lowell. We 
certainly appreciate the ir 
loyalty to us and the town ot 

Mrs. Florence Confort, vari 
typist, who prepares finished 
copy for each edition of the 
Newsweekly. This is one of the 
machines used to set the 
straioht coov vou read. 
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s Returns 
Population 

~rs Appropriate 
In 15 Minutes 

IUthetptC:W 
,· tit Lht to,m 

etwtnc a new 
f Ulf Nf;h111'1.y 

n.dfd br IQDlt 

u U mtnuteJ, 
1rt • arrant be· 
nttna ,«e. 
rUl ttl)lace the 
•.W'ill bau, 

aeot.a. 10th a 
ect.ed~twlth 
l'IJ dtp&rtmeat 

....:ensua Return&: 

Tl:.e Burtau or Qe!'l.f.:Us or the oeparunnu. 
c,f ~mmtrce ha& Jun announced that pre-
111ninary count o, the popular.on or Cheltna
to1 d ha~ ahov.n a tot&! or 8.000 a.s or Apn1 
), 194-0. 

Thl.s ft ure sho•o an lncreue ol 1.03' owr 
the populauon a.s or ApnJ 1, 1930, whk:h 
ft1ure 1,1,a. Ht a t 7,022. Mr E. Fra.ne1s ()(lay, 
bead of Lht 1oca1 Census taker&, 0,nnouncea 
the preum.na.ry fl.cure th.ls week. 

A ~a>«ltl annotation on the fl.lure pointa 
1.,ut that. thb ha prellm1nary announcement. 
vr population 1,ubJ,ct. to revaion in tM n,ar 
:uture. 1t auch revlaion ls round nece1,Hry, 

HMS Chelmsford 
Seeing Service 
In Second War 

Awrqxlmat.ely 85 men ot the British Navy 
today wur around their nat ha.ta r ibbons 
beartnc the name " H. M. s. CHELMSFORD." 

The ship, •·hlch h&s Lhe name or tbil 
lOWn, 1,1 fia:ht.1.nc her second war within IN& 
than a ,itneration. LUt wttk, ahe took part 
.n t.~oody, ftHce combat along the Flander• 
coast. "hen ,he •a& p r(&&ed into service u 
a t..oc1> tra.mport to cany a11·ay mm or t.he 
trawrtd annln or tlle AIJ.lu. 

The ChelmaJOrd "'as chosen for auch 11t,rk 
becuw.c We e.nd her .sisters are unique in 
th ie streamlined time1. The)• are paddle
•httl •-.rshlp&. Sound Ideas 1ay bebind I.ht.Ir 
const:-uctit;n, for by uu o! the wheel.a tor 
propuWon lnsttad or screw p,-opellen, the 
~hllM are Ideal m·.ne sweepert, ha'1ne leas 
draft than other &hips, and fo.r 11reater man
eu,<rab!llt.r. 

lt ••as ~cause or tte&e qualltie& that t.he 
Chelmsford and hu s;.sten. - Alhtrstone, 
Chel '1mhaf, ChcJ)6toW, Harptnden. B1nbury 
"' d Melton-v.,ere ~mt lo help e\'acu.:.tr the 
trcops Crom P1ander5 They "'ere able to IO 
<''ate tc &hore where no dock exb:te:d, and 
u~u.s relieve the atrain u the latter polnt.t. 
b)' taki.J:g off hundr-ed.s of men, under at· 

er editions. In this particular edition are the•results 
population of 8,060 as compared ·to nearly 12,000 in 1955. 
ited $6,000 in fifteen minutes. Today at least 200 voters 
:an be conducted. Still another feature was an account of 
in the Br itish Navy during World War II about a year and 

Mrs. Edward G. Krasnecki, 
Publisher's Assistant, can do 
just about every job on the 
pape,:. She is shown setting 
Fototype for head 1 in es and ad 
display 1 ines • 

realized and a machine was 
purchased. Mrs. Krasnecki and 
Mrs. Louis Hannaford went t o 
Bost.on to learn how to operate 
the machine. With the use of 
this machine and Fototype, the 
entire newspaper was set in 
the office. Once pasted up ln 
proper position the pages had 
to be brought to an offset 
printer, The Banner Press in 
Townsend, for photography and 
p resswork. The Newsweekly was 
the first newspaper to be pub
lished oy this method and the 
first edition using this meth
od was puulished on October 
23 , 1947. Since that time 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ there have been many other 
that a newspaper was wanted 
and needed. 

Mrs. Lydwin Bachelder, Special 
Writer, is an authority on 
clothing, being able to tell 
a great deal of history from 
the way clothing is made. Her 
arti cles appeared in the re
gular editions. She al so re
ported on Women I s Day act iv
i ties during the celebration 
as well as other highlights. 

Chelmsford. 
Our early existence could 

not have been possible without 
the hel p of the Lowell Sun, 
Lowell Sunday Telegram, Cour
ier Citizen, Evening Leader and 
the L' Etoile. 

In August of 1941 the Banner 
Press in Townsend printed the 
Newsweekly unti I Dec. 23, 1942 
when the owner was inducted 
into the Armed Services. Be
fore ente r ing the army the 
paper was inc1:>rpo r ated by 
At~. John H. Valentine and 
suspended fo r the duration. 
Up until the time the pape r 
was suspended free copies o f 
the paper were sent to all 
servicemen f r om the town. 

Bein g i n the service for 
four years did not change the 
desire of Mr. Krasnecki to 
publish a newspai;e r fo r on 
Sept. 13, 1946, a second ven
ture was made to publ 1 sh a 
newspape r in the town of 
Ch~ms ford. This time, the 
response of the people and ad
vertisers was an indication 

The personnel on the paper 
then was Josephine McDonough 
(now Mrs. Edward Krasneck i) 
who took care of the business 
end of the office. Phoebe 
Murphy who was again reporter, 
Edgar Geo rge as Sports Editor 
again, Mary Long as advertis
ing manager, and Mr. Krasnecki 
as F.cii tor and Publisher. 

On July 3, 1947, Mr. Kras
necki married Miss McDonough 
and she continued to work 1 n 
the office. 

In September 1947 the News
weekly office was moved to the 
Withington Building in Central 
S(lllare in Chelmsford Center. 

In e.. year's time the cost of 
printi ng the Newswe ekly was 
doubled and it meant either 
raising the price of advertis
ing or going out of business. 
Fate was with the newspaper 
fo r Mr. Krasnecki met an old 
friend who had purchased a 
Vari typer. and after 1 earning 
what this machine could do, 
the possibility of using this 
machine for newspapers was 

papers to go into the same 
met.hod of printing. 

At first, the new type used 
'by the Newsweekly was not too 

Mrs. Frances Ricker, Corres
pondent, gives the paper that 
personal touch as she reports 
on West section events. 
good but time and expe rience 
brought improvements. Quite 
a coincidence was that the 
Chicago Tribune printers went 
on strike in November of 1947 
and tpey used the same method 
to combat the strike for near
ly two years. About the same 
time Boston newspapers con
tacted us to learn more about 
our methods of p rinting in 
case a strike occured in Bos
ton. 

Pictures have been a great 
factor with the Newsweekly and 
we owe a great deal to ~rnest 
Pouliot fo r those pictures. 
Prom the star t, William O:>lmer 
took some of our pictures. At 
the First Annual Field Day in 
1948, Mr. Krasnecki had taken 
a number of pict ures and it 
wasn't until later in the 
evening that he found out that --= ... ' his camera was out of focus. 

Mrs. Bernice Lewis, Vari-Ty- Knowing that Mr. Pouliot had 
pi st, working on another vari- also taken pictur es that day, 

hl r. Krasnecki purchased Mr. 
typer and is setting some of Pouliot' s pictures. Mr. Pou-
the straight copy to be used 11ut inquired why people in 
in the newspaper. These ma- Chelmsford were not so friend
chines are electric and have l y? With this Mr. Krasnecki 
a right and left justification asked Mr. Pouliot if he would 
so that co 1 uim s may be finished like to take pictures for him 

so that he may become better even. 

acquaJ.nted with people in the 
town. What Mr. Pouliot has ac
comp lished by taking pictures 
and mixing -1th the people of 
Chelmsford is proof that resi
dents of this town want to be 
friendly if gi ven a chance. 
It also proves that a handicap 
such as being d~af is no bar
rier in this town to get along 
with fellow townsmen nor does 
it interfere with skill poss
essed in any person. 

During 1949 the offset de
partment of Banner Press in 
Townsend was offered for sale 
to Mr. Krasnecki. After talk
ing to Mr . s. George Kimbal 1 
and George A. Tyler, two vet
erans, a corporation wasW• Parker George, Jr., Sports 
fonned, called Offset Printing Editor, looking over one of 
Inc. of Lowell. Judge Valen- the pictures going into the 
tine handled the legal trans- sports pages. 
action while Mr. Thomas J. -~~~~~~~--~---
Campbel 1 of the Middlesex department, and Shirley Gould 
county National Bank was pre- as typist. 
sent with the money as th e When the Tercentenary year, 
purchase was made on Dec. 1. of 1955 came, 1 t was felt that 
1949. Mr. Kimball handled the the Newsweekly, being the only 
photographic and technical newsp ap e r published in the 
phases a t Banner Press while town, should do something 
Mr. Tyler handled the press- special to commemorate this 
room. Mr. Kimball is now a 300th birthday of the town. 
resident of Chelmsford resid- We felt that the Newsweekly 
ing on Bridge Street, while was making history for the 
Mr. Tyler resides in Lowell. town with every issue it pub
The offset equipment was moved lished. Other newspapers had 
to 685 Lawrence Street, Lowell been publisi1ed in the town 
two weeks after 1 t was pu r- but none had published as long 
ch ased , a building owned by as the Newsweekly has. 
Frank J. Garvey, al so of For t wo years pl ans hav e 
Chelmsford. been in the making. Old pie-

At this location in Lowell tures, historical news have 
six weekly newspapers are been compiled by Miss Eleanor 
orinted each week as are twelve Parkhurst who has done an ex
bi-weeklies and monthlies . cellent job on writin g his-

With t~e added duties at the 
printing plant, Paul Reilly 
became Managing ·Editor of the 
Newsweekly until January of· 
1951 with Hazel Rose (now 
Hs.zel Otterson) and Beverly 
Cochrane (now Beverly Parker) 
working in the office. 

Mrs. Frances Hartley came to 
work at the Newsweekly in Jan
uary 1951 and her cheerful 
voice can be heard any day at 
the office now. Assisting Mrs. 
Hartley was Mrs. Florence Con
fort who has become an expert 
on the V1&ri typer. 

George A. Gagan came to work 
for the Newsweekly in December 
of 1953 until June 1954. 

On July 1, 1954,the News
weekly moved its offices to Shirley Gould, Typist, is now 
tht new Boyd Building where a Senior in Chelmsford High 
we are now located. In August school. She works part time 
1954 Earl L. Murphy came on after school. Her work is to 
as Managing Edi-tor and Nancy 
Greenwood as varityper. Later prepare copy for the Vari -
Mrs. Bernice Lewis came to the _t_y_p_e_r_ • .,.....,,.....,---,--....,,...-...---
Newsweekly as a varityper. tory which we feel she is 

Parker George was added to very qualified to do. Mrs. 
the staff as a reporter this LYdwin Bachelder, an authority 
year and Mrs. Frances Ricker on clothing, has prepared very 
of West Chelmsforc was added interesting material on clothes 
as a correspondent. in Che lmsford' s history and 

Robert Braga is our latest she covered the woman's angle 
addition to the circulation of the tercentenary celebra
--~~~--~------- tion. We are also indebted 

Robert Braga, Circulation 
Manager, working on the ad
dressograph Md preparing the 
papers for mai 1 ing. Bobby is a 
part time worker, attends 
Keith Academy and is a Senior. 

to the many people of this 
town who have offe red unsel
fishly their time and infonna
tion in making the Tercentenary 
F.ciition so complete. 

Walter Cole was engaged to 
ha.11dl e the advertising for the 
Tercentenary Edition and has 
worke d on this edition from 
March to August. Bertram Need
ham also assisted Mr. Cole for 
a period of time. 

It is through the advertis
ing in any publication such 
as this that makes such a 
publication successful. This 
publication has meant a great 
deal of work for the entire 
staff and we sincerely hope 
that we have satisfied you -
our readers. 

Our regular edition is pub
lished every Thursday with 
news of you and your town, 
published by Chelmsford people 
for Chelmsford people. May the 
advertisers who helped us in 
this edition prosper in the 
years to come. 
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Preoideol, True Morto. Clerk and I 
Treuu.rer, C. B. Ste"'•" 

lo conclpt ion it •btmJi be a.Lat.ed 
t.bat tbill article i1 1')4,ten by one 
who hM ,DO in~reat. iJ Jbe company 
other Lban .&.hat wbic.btptry citizen 
ougbC to mali/eet. in 'flll laudable an 
undenal!lng: ems. 

Ottr YWa-g:oJ'~ 4ml .. ,h-

4 .. ,...ating: or the IQl.aens or Ui.i• 
'Called for \be~ of C0Da 

~ _.,.,.,.. blic illl,e1est B ob-In '• H lll . I 
rio be 1a u.e~ IL..,. Mon- Lou,el( Car ets. 
da7 en.nlng. No.,.--...,.Stb. This hill tA \be commaodlna poiut. ============ 

Organl,<d by cboi.., J. A . Bart- or Cbelmarord C,n,.,.. 1, l• the land- . 

n..- ·•,-
PERHAM'S VINEGAR 

PAST 35 YEARS 
1._...._._llt#f' ltt.-airu ....... _w:,ro,c 1• lu -••r..-.,.., -.1 tNc:a,. ... '"' ... ..-u .,. • .,,. ••1 .. 1 ... ,.,.,.,..,.,""' 

'·OLD PERHAM FARM" 

Bli:e·r Q UA LI'l'Y 

ldt. u Cbairma.a, IIO(al\ S. Perham, mark o(lbe oouot..ry 'round formilH. PUTNAM A SON 
Secntary A •iDgl• ,, .. on the top ..... ,i. oc 111, Pure O ld C ider Vinegar. 

Mr. E. °K . Parkborlftddressed the aceurate11 and ~rully Ju•t. al Lhe 
meeting a.ad ~eail to eome right place that 1\. seem, as lbougb II. 
meuo~ the ldop«.,or which he wu the bill itaelf ri~ing naturally 
lboogbt ~igbt 1ene 9" proruole tbe into a central tpire, :uwl iL i1 well 

Atk aneoUon to Ule ronowlq 

pnblioloteroota. n..•tobliobment koown .. "TI1~LoocPine." T broogb (I Pfl"I AL BA flfUil(I 
or at.net. light.a .... ~ of .. one this D:Llunl _spire the branchea are 90 ~ ""' a a" II a • ~ 
ooeded tmpro,ement."'1w! oocu:ional regularly d1apo8N'.1 u to represent 

11. S. PERIIA M, 

Chclmarord. 

IMtM ot a paper 1t w...-,ugbt might. \'Cry well t he rouod1 or a ladder, or, 
ee.rve to t eep alive - interest in perhape, the 1tep1 of a circular stair. To be fouad In their C'lrtulate, Bn•,u>, C11.t.cuu, T .11tn, Piu, 
building which bid ~ maal(est.ed way running up to s\.ilt loft.icr prot· Bu-bl•, C.t.1tlt!I, Ac., Ac., 

raow BRAOT'S lU. tnrnv, LOWt.Ll., 

dorloc the po&L ,..... I pec!A. AL another point i, • greaL Comprehensive Stock ·-- , .. .... -~" ot """ ....... 
Dr. J .C. Bartleu. ~ e in Ca.-or roct, marvelou,1y balanced, ae . if ' ~ .. ._..._ .i~ uti.rr•':. t>ra.c.ort• 

or forming an alllOClmon for tbe ~sed tberebysomepower, 90metb1ng Whlc:.hfor\beLOWPRICE8qucx.edmu, , H O USE LOTS 
porpoee of aeUJog atii• trees and I ID the same ""!' t.bat Coh1mbu1 tct 
otht:nrite improving ~ ,tree.la and the egg ou end. 1 lere, with a lit.tic commend \hflm to Herr pu.rcbuer. ,.

014 
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further oooaider dp.i and ot1'er deed the lookout from any part or ONlt LOT ...-10.1. '"••-••·wait flf -,e,t__.f....,.. 
me.uurea wblcb bad _. propoaad t.be brow or the bill is fully " orth the D. "' · • oN&Lt. 
and report at an ad~ meeting. "&lk aod ~trugitl~. up. To I.be_ north rt!Pftfflffltf I m"'ff, ~ !Ill'! _a...~ Im, 10. 1wa.. - -

Nov. H d . Our cltw,A again met and "eat. he the ~~gnal. mountams or WiMIW~ wa .wwa MIDOLl-:SFX 
agreeable to adjou.r9Nllt aad the lf&881lChu1et.la. I heres Mouadnoc.k l ·~ 
commit.tee on orpnliaft• 'preeenled and wee~J.y i.a ~Vacbosett. Yonde.r ! .f utual Fire Jnsur,rnco Co., 
the fol1owiog p~a.m~ d form or "Inda the gr~at vall~y of the Mem• Wort.h t lll.OO. l-,.,.MN ,._.. i. '" ~ w-.. 

: conetltotlon : . mack ; and Uiere 111 Lowell. dot ted 0.._ n., • ..._ ......_ • ...,.. ll•mtt. ....,
1

• ' p Rooognbing the fact lsat lo en~y out upon t~le ecenc. Here r1gl.it a t ,,.,. c..,.., ,_re. "'" 
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t~~d;:~1~:io;; .~;r0/111 "';: ~.1t~:\1\~ ~~.·~:,'~.~~.~.; 1.s.:.:~:nr~·~.~ cARnrsAN JACKETs. s1 m H GRt:t;N ,. IIAOt:RM AN, 

- --0-~ -- lmprovementa urgentlydllnand iUen· In undnlatory cxp:mac or .hnmlct.cd Wortb ti.GO. 

.,,.,, N4'Nrcl S,,.,..,..o/ (Jltdnu
/ord. 

B STON ROAD Uou, tbertfol't!I. a nd wooJed metLdow and hill.. Cool Carpenters and Ruilder~, 

I 
every ~ ember 11 1upplle1l wllh a Rt l!Olwd, Thai we,...,, ciiizen, or and healthful _Lhe breeze. here~'" I.be ____ ----- _ 

The Oo-operattYe Jlutual H ome- boute In which t.be oompaUJ' ahall In• Chelmarord Centre, ~ ourteh'es heat.a of ~~id-aum'?er 1 " Wha t.. • 
• tead Oompan.y. nat the eum of oue \JJousaod dollllf"I, Into a aoclety under ~ 111me or tbt' grand place, you tluuk, witJ! a rn.1.od IOO DOZEN. ""• kwJ• ,.,_., Mtp .. ..._u ... _ .. .. , It. 11 ure &o SAY that aat.ure bu 
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loard of Health Agtftt Edward Tyler and c ler1< Mrs. Flor
.. ce Dutton. 

Or. Levi Howard, father of Or. 
A•••• Howard who succeeded hi• 
In 1882 an able physic ian 
and viol in i st. 

Smal I Pox Ep i demic 
Continued from fourth page 

person in 7 tiied. Shor tly be
for e this, sever a l vo lume s of 
medical t r eati ses had been im
por te d from England , an d Dr. 
Wm. Douglass , the only physi
cian the n in Bo sto n with a n 
M. D. de ~r e e , l oaned them t o 
ni s f riend, t ne Rev. Cot t on 
Mather . I n these tran s actions 
o f the Royal Soci e t y wer e two 
artic l es descrioi ng the me thods 
and success ful r esults of the 
treatment of small pox in Tur
key and neignooring countries 
by means of inoculating heal t hy 
individual s with the tiisease 
s o tnat they mi ght be i mmuni zed 
by undergo ing a light case o f 
it. Cotton Mather at once saw 
the bearing o f thes e art i c l es 
on the s ituation a t hand, and 
he invit ed the phys icians of 
3oston t o me e t with h i m t o 
di scus s the possibility of try
ing o ut tni s new method. The 

meeting was not hel d--per haps 
due t o Or. Dougl ass ' oppos i
tion--and so Mr . Mat her wrote 
t o his f r i e nd , Dr . Zabdiel 
aoy l s to n (f or whom Bo s to n' s 
Boyl s t on Street i s named) and 
asked his opinion, sayin6 t hat 
among some fore i gn peop l es 
"• ti s no r a r e th i ng f o r a 

whole company of a dozen t o-
2ether to KO to a pe r son s i ck 
o f the smi111 pox, anu p r ick 
his pustul es, amt i nocul ate the 
1~umour, eve11 no 111o r e than to 
the back of an hand , a nd go 
home and ue a l itt l e ill, and 
have a tever, and be s afe all 
t he res t o f tne ir days .• Or. 
doyl s t o n i mm ed iate ly made a 
,:.os t oa ri ng e xperimeut: he 
inocul ated ni s own small son 
and two Ne gr o s e r van t s . Til e 
experiment was s uccessful and 
several othe r s wer e inocul a t ed, 
but none o f t he other 8oston 
physi cians except one, woul d go 
t o see the living •.fi t nesses of 
t h i s suc ces s . Tne ge ne r a l 
puoli c g r ew hys t e rical : Mr . 
Mathe r alll1 Dr . Boyl ston we r e 
insul t ed on the s treet and in 
the press, thei r f ami lies were 
h ardly safe o uts id e t he ir 
homes, and 'many so ber pious 
peopl e were st r.uek with hor r or, 
and were of opin i on that ~f 
any(of Dr. 3oyl_ston' ~ patients 
si1oul d die, he o ugh t t o be 
t reated as a murde r e r .' 

Tne c i vil au thoriti es of 
Roston n:e t to hear ev idence on 
the matter o f inoculat ion and 
were persuaded that 'the con
tinuing of t he Oper ation among 
us i s l ikely to pr ove of most 
d ange ro us conseijuence . • Dr . 
Boyl ston pe r s i sted , however, 
and soon a great i ncr ease i n 
the num ber of inoculations be
ga~ Cotton Mat ne r 's s on was 
inocul ated secr etly after his 
fat her had t;iven much tnought 
and p r aye r t o the dec i s i on. 
The mi nister s now encour aged 
the p r ac ti ce , a nd ma ny who 
unde rwe,1t the great or deal of 
i noculation found it no ordeal 
a t all bu t were 'd r owned i n 
t ear s to think how t ne lives 

) f the i r ( uni nocul a t ed r e l a
t ives~ have been t nrown away. ' 
The public was st ill un con 
vi nced; a li~hted ~r enade was 
thrown thr ough Cot t on Mather ' s 
wi ndow out fo r tunately di d no t 
expl ode . By the e nd o f t he 
ye ar, when t he ep i demic began 
to wane , i noc ul at i on was on 
t he way t o quite general ac
ceptance al though many detail s 
and irnprovemen ts r emained to 
be wo r ke d o u t o ve r a l ong 
pe rio d of time . 

In Chel msfor d, which had al 
r eady had occasional cases of 
small pox, the di sease appear ed 
in John dates ' family ( 17 2 2 ) 
and the se l ectmen or der ed t nat 
the r oad be fenced up on each 
side of hi s house wi th notices 
po sted s o t hat t r av e lle r s 
coul d avoid t he pl ace. The t own 
paid for this, for tne services 
of a cons t aol e who for bade t he 
famil y t o l eave t he ir house , 
and f o r nursing ca r e. 

In 1760, Zebediah Keyes, j r . , 
apprenti c e d t o a Bi l l e ri c a 
man c ame ho1ae to vi s it h i s 
111o t

0

he r 'in ye Keck ' (East 
Chelmsfo r d ) . Sne had be en 
widowed lat e in 1758, wnen l~r 
husband d i ed wi thin a week ol 
nis r e t ur n from the Fr ench and 
Indian war. The son was taken 
ill of small pox and died. He 

was bu r i ed ' n i gh unt o ll i s 
rnotner' s ho use ' fo r ' i t was 
j udged best not t o bri n~ the 
co rps t o to11·n to 1.,e bu ried . • 
Otner s in t he family ha st i ly 
left wnen he became sick, uu t 
hi s mothe r car ed for hi m a nd 
shortly fe ll i 11 herself. Afte r 
ne r r ecove ry , the churcn took 
up a col lection of b 62 i n cash 
and b4 in graiu f o r he r and 
her family as was oft en done 
i n needy cas es. 

Du r in g th e Re vol uti on a r y 
pe r iod the r e was muc h s ma l l 
po x, e nco ur age<l oy t he dis 
turbed condi t ions o f t he day 
and spr ead by r ef ugees and r e
tu rning soldier s.- The s t or y o f 
t ne deaths of Dr . J onas Mar 
shall ' s wi fe and two o f he r 
child r e n from t hi s sou r ce in 
1776 i s well known. The town 
r ecor ds have many entr ie~ on 
behal f of t he Lufkin famil y who 
contrac ted s mall po x twice in 
1777 and 1778. T11 e ch i l dr e n 
were boar ded out, servi ces o f 
a nur s e and docto r were p ro
v ided, a nd much uns pecif i ed 
help g i ven- - all a t t own e x
pens e. The o nl y ' mec! ici ne ' 
lis ted is ten pounds o f sugar , 
a gal l on of r um, and 2\~ quar ts 
of spiri ts. 

Al thou~h inoculat ion was now 
Continued on eleventh page 



Selectmen 1917-1955 
1917: Justin L. Moo re, A. 

Head_y Park, D. Frank Small; 
1918: D. Frank small, Justin 
L. Moore, A. Head_y Park; 1919: 
Wm. E. Belleville, D. Frank 
small, Justin L. Moore; 1920: 
Geo. W.Day, lb. E. Belleville, 
James P . Dunigan; 1921: Geo. 
Rigby, Geo. W. Day, Wm. E. 
Belleville; 1922: wm. E. Belle
vi 11 e, Geo. Rigby, Geo. W. 
Day; 1923: Geo. w. Day, wm. E. 
Belleville, Geo. Rigby; 1924: 
Geo. Rigby, Geo. W. Day, Wm. 
E. Belleville; 1925: Geo. W. 
Day, Geo. Rigby, Robt. W. Bar
ris; 1926: Geo. Rigby, Robt. 
W. Barris, Ralph P. Adams; 
1927; Robt. W. Barris, Ralph 
P. Adams, Geo. Rigby; 1928: 
Ralph P. Adams, Geo. Rigby, 
Eliphalet G. Brown; 1929: Geo. 
Rigby , Eliphalet G. Brown, 
Frank J. Lupien; 1930: Elipha
let G. Brown, Frank J. Lupien, 
Royal Shawcross; 1931: Frank 
J. Lupien, Royal Shawcross, 
James A. Grant; 1932: James A. 
Grant, Royal Shawcross, Frank 
J . Lupien; 1933: He rbert C. 
Sweetser, Frank J. Lupien, 
Stewart MacKay; 1934: Frank J. 
Lupien, Stewart MacKay, James 
A. Grant; 1935: Stewart MacKay, 
James A. Grant, Karl M. Per
ham; 1936: James A. Grant, 
Karl M. Perham, Stewart MacKay; 
1937: Karl M. Perham, Stewart 
MacKay, James A. Grant; 1938:. 
Stewart MacKay, James A. Grant, 
Karl M. Perham; 1939: iames A. 
Grant, Karl M. Perham, Stewart 
MacKay; 1940: Karl M. Perham, 
Stewart Mac.Kay, James A. Grant; 
1941: Stewart MacKay, James A. 
Grant, Karl M. Perham; 1942: 
James A. Grant, Karl M. Per
ham, Stewart MacKay; 1943: 
Karl M. Perham, Stewart MacKa;r, 
Raymond H. Greenwood; 1944: 
Stewart MacKay , Raymond H. 
Greenwood, Karl M. Perham; 
1945; Raymond H. Greenwood, 
Karl M. Perham, John L. Duss
eault; 1946: Karl M. Perham, 
John L. Dusseault, Raymond H. 
Greenwood; 1947: John L. Duss
eault, Raymond H. Greenwood, 
Theodore I. Emerson; 1948: 
Raymond H. Greenwood, Theodore 
W. Emerson, Carl A.E. Peter
son; 1949; Theodore W.Emerson, 
Carl A. E. Peterson, Arnaud R. 
Blackadar; 1950: Carl A. E. 
Peterson, Arnaud R. Blackadar, 
Theodore W. Emerson; 1951: 
Arnaud R. Blackadar, Theodore 
W. Emerson, Carl A.E. Peter
son; 1952: Theodore W. Emer
son, Carl A. E. Peterson, Ray
mond H, Greenwood; 1953: Carl 
A.E. Peterson, Raymond H. 
Greenwood, Roger W. Boyd ; 
1954: Raymond H. Greenwood, 
Roger W.Boyd, Donald E. Snith; 
1955: Roger W. Boyd, Donald E. 
smith, Daniel J . Hart. 

Smal I Pox Epidemic 
Continued from tenth page 

~e in g ur ged 1n iloston a s a 
duty of lead in g c i tize n s , 
magist r a t es and mi ni s t e r s who 
offer ed t hemse lves a nd the ir 
f amilie 3 as e xamp l es to the 
wave r i n6 p ul>l i c , it was not 
unive r sal l y r equ ired by l aw 
for many year s t o come, and t he 
dan ge r s o f small oo x caused 
r~uch i;eneral i nco nvenience in 
addition t c, the hi !;t, morta lity 
r a t e. Ha rv a r d Co ll ege was 
cl osed at t i mes because of the 
in fec t ion . t he fe rryuoa t be
t ween Cnar l es t own a nd i3os ton 
suf fer ed gr eat l osses frorJ the 
decrease in passenger tra ffic, 
and seve r al Harva r u Commence
ments were omitted to check the 
spread o f t he di sease. Th e 
Gene r a l Co ur t oft en he l d i t s 
raeetinJs in Cambridge or Con
cor d in pla gue ye ars an d in 
1764 'The Gene r al Court l>e i ng 
driven from Boston by reason 

o f ye Small Pox sat in ye 
~arvard)Co ll ege and ye ke eping 
a t'ire in ye library. beyond 
wua t v.as us ual, oc casion'd ye 
burning s aid buil d ing, with the 
Great and Valuable library, 
e t c. , etc.' 

Durin g the troubled y ear s 
when inoculation and the n va c
c ina ti o n we re co min g into 
gene ral a cceptance and when 
fwnigatio n and isolation were 
familiar practices in the 
patient' s own house or in the 
t own's pestho use ana 'smoak -
1,ouse ' , there was a great deal 
of anxious thought and debate 
over what was at firs t called 
'self-suicide' and e ventually 

hP.came recognized a s an e ssen
tial neal th measure. He re 
s eemed literally a matte r o f 
life and c!eatn. and pareut s 
asked themselves what tue i r 
duty was toward their cnildren 
much a s the y ask it tortay. 
Cotton Ma ther's conce r n for 
hi s children ' s welfar e i s 
matched by Mr. ~ridg e in hi s 
di a ry, and must l1ave be e'n 
echoeo by many o the r s : 'I'ni s 
affair of ye small oox ana wilat 
I mee t with about my two sons' 
ae s ire to oe inoculate d, i s 
one o f ye mo s t tro ublesome af
fairs of my whol e life. I wish 
we may be direc ted for ye bes t . • 

Pareutal r espons i b i lity was 
no t suffici ent in a ll cases t o 
sec ur e protec tion a~ains t the 
smal 1 pox, and the power o f the 
s tate was at l e ng th call ed in 
to make vaccinatio n compul so ry, 
but we cannot overes tio,ate the 
de bt owed to such men as Cotton 
Mather, Or. Boyl s ton and the 
other leaders o f their day wlio , 
wei t hin g their parent a l and 
civic duties, de cided t hat the 
new me thod of inoc ulation was 
entirely c ons i s tent 'wi t h a 
humble trust in o ur Great Pre
server, and a a ue Su bJ ecti on 
to his All-wi s e Provide nc e . ' 

Hoae Cures 
The following recipes are 

taken from a oook, written in 
1160. Thes e should interest 
the reader, and perhaps recon-· 
cile him to living i n the pre
sent rather than in the goo d 
old days. 

For Canker: Bull paddocks or
frogs with fresn outter:simmer' 
them close cover ed, to a crips, 
then strain for use. 

To Cure the Hearing: Take a 
1 arge silver eeal e, remove in
trails and po und as much on
ions as will fill his belly 
full and sew fast together and 
tye a line to his tail and 
hang it down to a moderate 

fire and keep it turning till 
the o y l ls well rosted out, 
t hen put into a vial well 
stoped. Drop 2 or 3 drops in 
the ear and mind to keep the 
ear well stoped with black 
wool and r epeet once in a day 
for some time and be very 
e arful o f cold. 

For lame and num limbs: Oyl 
wherein Frogs have been boyl d 
till their · flesn is com off 
their bones. 

For o ld Joint Dese se: Make 
a bath w1 th Emmets, and their 
eggs - will quickly cure them. 

A Drink for wounded men: 
take c rabs from the river.beat 
to a fine powder with various 
roots, boyl in a linen cloth 
in three pints of Ale, and the 
herb of the Perwink els. This 
is one of the best drinks to 
be had. 

In the Cllelmsford Courier in 
18 25 was advertised: 'Bateman' s 

Oiil tment' a safe and certain 
cure for the itch. 

The itch seems to have been 
prevalent in 1778. From a 
Doctor' Betty's-prescription 
to a patient was: 'enough 
ointment to cure ten pursons 
of the itch.' 

Doc tor Bettey s o ften re
ceived hi s pay . in other things 
than money, 1 abo r, spi nnin g, 

one day' s reaping, tour chli.1 r 
bottoms, thirteen bushels of 
com, knitting, and one broOII. 

Food 
There was always plenty of 

fish.sometimes bear-meat, ven
ison, or other wild-game or 
fowl. The common domestic ani
mals wer~ bred from stoy::k seot 
frOII Dlglund in the e arliest 
d~s of ttie Colonies. Among the 
proper failies, turnips often 
took the place of potatoes, and 
for coffee they had a drink 
made ot barley, rye, or brown 
bread crusts. Coffee C&Dle into 
use among those who coul d at
ford it, not long before the 
year 1800. It was first used in 
Dlgl and about 1690. Home brewed 
beer was a common drink, and 
when orchards were grown, cider 
was used in great quantities. 
line and spirituous liquors 
were imported and used freely 
on all occas ions. 

Brea~ was generally made by 
mixing two parts ot Indian meal 
with one part of rye flour. 
·~e and Indian' was the staple 
for two hundred years. llorning 
andevening, the people partook 
of hasty pudding, boiledindi111 
meal, with milk or 11<>lasses, 
or po rridge made o t beans or 
peas, and salt port or beet. 

C9ongratulations to the TOWN OF CH~LMSFORD 

uteflme Porcelain RnisJ 
\0£ 1'ND OUT GIVES You ,~s 

G,JeSf Rust l'ro!ectioo1 

You get it ONLY on the 

FRIGIDAIRE Porceloin Poir 
Automatk Washer 

Famovs Uve-Wator washing kHp1 clotho1 
,newing under water all the time •• • not 
half-In, half-out. Get, aut tho deep dawn d irt 
..i- washers leave behind. Floot-,,ver rin .. 
lr,g and Ropidry Spin get d otho, brighter, 
-,d, nghter than any oth., mako, 

Flltra•matlc Dryer 
NHd1 no vont,, fluo, ar plumbing. lnstan It 
anywhere. Clotho, came out ,oft, wrlnkl• 
free, rwoot-,molllng. Automatic limo and 
tomporature cantrol1 lot yau dry clotho, the 
way you want. Fit, fl ush against tho wol~ 
Orum is porcolaln fin l,hod, na ,nagging, 

Tally these Frigidaire SPECIALS 
against any other deal in town ! 

....... ...._ 1tsS Model Cf)V-103,Sl'Q. 

COMPARE 
what you get! 

• ••• , ••p•r•t• feefl -• s.tf~efrMth.. I• the ,.. 
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• Ster••• Deer with 4 •IMfv••, .,.c. ,., .... .,......, .... 
• AH_.olel• ..., ... .,, 
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Out .... c1.1 p,ke 

s299.9s 
le11trode•ho ..... 

s50.oo 
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Arthur Godfrey Special 
New Qulck-Cubelet Tray Only 

Mak .. new tiny iu cubes to fitamall, $229 
.. tjuice gt ...... Coola liquida faster. 
Golden aluminum finish • • • built·in 
tray and cube releasea. •32s value 

AII.P-.... ln ,_Ir 
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From 1895 to 1915 a hundred ho\llles or more have been erected In t he 

Centre Village ahown In part on the left o f this map. The other 

villages In the Town have grown In p roportion . The Town Hall 

has been built on t he vacant lot between the railroad and the house 

of Miss M. E. Richardson ; All Saints' Church stand• where the 

word• " Episc. Soc." are on the map ; the Congregational Church 

ls on the land marked "G. P. Winn and Sisters ;" the Central 

Block, below the house of Mrs. E . W . Fiske; and the large ftreproe! 

building of the Chelmsford Spring Company, above the mill pond 

on the lot marked "D. Perham." The Adame Library occupies the 

southern part of the lot marked "Res. of J . A . Bartlett." 
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Tax Listings 
Th e oldest tax list f o r 

Chelmsford that has been pre
served is that of 1R11. it 
contains si xty-two names, the 
minister not being included. 
Thi s shows that in the first 
sixteen years after the incor
P oration of the TO 11111 the nWD
ber of families had increased 
three fold. The record seem 
of sufficient interest to be 
aiven in full, voted oy the 
se1 ect-men Of ClJelmsford, the 
30th day of March, 1611 this 
'R.ate as foloeth for the pa.r-

ment of the Townes Ingagement 
to the m' nester.• 

Thomas Adans 2 
Thomas Cllamberlin sen 
Thomas Ol1111berlin jun 
Bmiamin sPaulding 
Joseph ~aulding 
J oshuah Fletcher 
George Bi 11n 

-John Perh1111 
Ell will Flecher 
Jonn Battes 
John O>i>orn 
Robert O>born 
Edward O>bo m 
Thomas Qi bo m 
Edward O>born sen 
John Wright 
J11nes Riche11son 
John Sheply jun 
Beni emin Bu terf eil d 
Jonathan suterfiild 
Daniell Bloggett 
Nathaniel l Buterfeild 
Robert Proct tor 
John Barrett 
George ~bi· es 
F.dmond Oumberlin 
Thomas Q>rry 
John Bauke 
John Wadell 
John Slep ly sen 
John Bl&i.chard 
Will Underwood 
Edward 3t)aulding 
Richard Hildreth 
Sarah Parker 
samuell Varnum 
Joseph Barrett 

14 
1 13 
0 19 
0 19 
0 18 
0 13 
1 11 
1 01 
3 1 
0 16 
0 14 
0 16 
0 15 
0 1~ 
1 18 
1 05 
1 05 
0 12 
2 05 
1 05 
1 10 
0 19 
2 09 
1 19 
0 13 
0 13 
0 12 
0 14 
o n 
0 14 
1 10 
1 01 
0 16 
1 16 
1 05 
1 16 
1 10 

0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
4 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
9 
9 
0 
0 
a 
4 
0 
2 
4 

10 
a 
0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
6 
4 
4 
0 
2 
a 
0 
4 

Abrahan Parker 2 15 4 
J aoob Warren 0 09 0 
samuell Foster 2 12 2 
William 1bodhead 2 01 0 
Andrew ~aulding 0 13 4 
Jeratbmell Bowers 0 01 11 
Thomas Qlpper 0 06 4 
'lhooas Hinchman 2 16 4 
J oseph Perki s o n a 
Joseph Fawell 1 09 a 
John Stevens 0 12 4 
John Parker 0 09 4 
John ~aulding 0 19 4 
John Burge 1 14 10 
Ambros Swalow 0 10 4 
Fr111cis Goold 0 13 0 
J aues Hildreth 1 09 0 
Cornelios Walldow 3 03 4 
Samuel Fletcher 1 01 a 
Henry 8)wtell 1 01 a 
Moses Barron 0 r7 I) 

John Fiske ju, 1 04 0 
Josiah &ichen!l:ln 1 19 4 
Thomas Barrett 1 00 2 
s1111uel Adams 1 13 5 
s,lomon Keies 1 01 a 
To SO ll'UCh ped over by last 
years RATT 

0 15 0 
Totall is 80 01 3 

First Town Meeting 
Continued from second page 

of the o ri ginal buildings 
still remain in the possession 
of the family. The r oad, one 
of the oldest in town, orig
inally ran from t~e meeting 
house by Westford Road, Worthen 
Street, and Crosby Pl ace, and 
continued to Golden Qlve road 
near the house of Jas. F. 
Stearns. The part beyond the 
Crosby place has been long 
discontinued. 

Second Town Meeting: 

The second Town Meeting 
fixed the date of the annual 
meeting and the officers to be 
chosen and also fi xed a penal
ty for such as might be in
clined to neglect their poli-

tical duties. • 
At a Publick meeting of the 

Town fist Day 24th, 1655. Wil
lian Fletcher is Cllosen Qln
stable; Isaac Lemed is Cllosen 
sergeant of the band : Simon 
Tomson is Chosen Clerk of the 
Band: 

It is ordered that the first 

F R OM BEERS'$ AT L AS, 1875. 

second day o f t h e first month 
shall be ooserved by all the 
household e rs of the town from 
year to year for t he Chusing 
of all annual officers belong
ing to the Town as the select
men oi committee: Deputy for 
the O>urt:Oonstable: The three 
men to end all small causes 

~. ·• 

I 
I 

under forty shillings Survey
ors for the high- way overseers 
o f the fences and swine and to 
meet at the meeting-ho u s by 
nine a Clock in the mo r n i ng 
and for the firs t hours non 
appearance twel ve pen ce and 
for a ~ole Days Absenc e, two 
sh illings. 

I 

' 



Harold C. Petterson, Town Clerk, Treasurer and Tax Col
lector with Mrs. Charlotte OeWolf, clerk. 

Government 
Continued from first page 

individual should act as his 
own interpreter, however; he 
was expected to accept the in
terpretation of the ministers, 
whose influence and position 
consequently became very great. 
When the Bible was translated 
into English and became avail
able to all, and when the prin
ciple became established that 
each man was capable of read
ing and understanding God's 
word, a torrent of popular 
enthusiasm had been created 
and in Massachusetts Bay par
ticularly, the clergy f ought 
a gradually-losing battle to 
maintain their positions o f 
authority. 

The urge to spread out and 

seek richer lands and better 
settlements could not always 
be oontrolled by the officials, 
either, and little groups of 
men went out beyond the limits 
first set to establish towns 
and, through local town meet
ings, to run their own af
fairs. After 1647, there were 
no religious qualifications 
for the franchise in these 
meetings although at first 
every voter had to be a church 
member. This requirement was 
neither practical nor popular 
and was abandoned early in 
local affairs but lingered 
considerably longer at the 
colony level. 

Olelmsford was for its first 
year guided by a g r oup of 
trustees, but as soon as the 
town o r gan ization could be 

established, selectmen were 
'selected' by vote. Other town 
officials came into being as 
the need arose. Hog reeves and 
fence viewers were needed, for 
example, to protect property. 

The first man to represent 
Chelmsford at the General 
Court, according to the re
cords, was Ensign John Webb, 
in 1663. He was fo llowed by 
Thomas Hinchman and the office 
continued to be neld by some 
of the most respected men of 
the town. 

Seating The 
Meeting House 

The Meeting Hduse was the 
social center. The minister 
was the important man, looked 
up to with great respect. 
His presence was called for 
at all important public, or 
family occasions. 

Attendance upon public v.or
ship was compul so ry. All were 
taxed to support the church, 
and, when a minister was to be 
settled, he was voted upon i n 
town meeting, the church having 
previously made known its 
preference. 

The seats in the meeting 
house were assigned by a com
mittee chosen by the town, 
persons being given preference 
accordin g to thei r estate, 
office, or social standing. 

It is 11ot probable that the 
first meeting house con tained 
pews, thepeople being seated 
on benches. It was r epaired 
in 1'102, ' t>oth tout side to 
keep out rain and sno w, and 
also wi thinside such Inlarge
ment as may be needful and in 
perticul ar A 1 on g table form 
one allee to another' At a 
1 ater period persons were per
mitted to build pews at their 
own expense for themselves and 
families. In 1712 - 'It was 

Town Accountant Alfred Coburn at his office in the Town 
Ha 11. 

voted that O>lonall tying Capt. 
Bowers, Capt. Barron, and 
Jonathan Richardson shall haue 
the liberty and benefit of 
making Pues in that vacant 
roome one the East side of the 
Pulpit in the New meeting hous 
to the Eas t Window. • At a stil 1 
later period the town received 
pay for such privilege. In 
1712, 'Voted to sell room, for 
pew, in meeting house by the 
mens stairs , sold to Samuel 
Perhan for ten dollars.• 

Votes on r ecord indicate 
t hat such pew-holders were 
sometimes permitted to have a 
door cut th r ough the side of 
the building, giving t hem a 
private entrance to thei r pews. 

Before the introduction of 
bells i t was the custom to 
summon the worshippers to 
meeting wi th a drum. Among the 
town charges in 16 59 one was 

'for the paiment for a Drum 
to Henry Farwell.' It appears 
al so that a flag was sometimes 
flung to the breeze !or the 
Sll'.lle purpose. 

From 168 0 to the present 
time the sound of the church 
bell has called the people 
to t0rship. On the above date 
'Ther was a voatt past that 
ther shold bee so much 1 and 
sould out of the oomon as will 
purchase the bell and hange 
him in the meeting hous that 
is to say if the t o wns stock 
in hand will not doe it then 
to sell 1 and. ' 

!be date 1682 was inscribed 
upon the bell. When the third 
meeting house was built the 
town voted, in 179 3, 'to sell 
the old bell and buy a new one 
of 100 wt. -me old bell went 
to Tyngsboro, where 1 t was 
used on a schoolhouse.' 

FACTORY FURNITURE DIRECT TO YOU 
AT TREMENDOUS SAVINGS 

SAVE 

FROM 
EASY 

60% BUDGET 

TO TERMS 
80% 

"'IOU CAN ALWAYS MAl(E A DEAL WITH TUNNEY" 

arehouse Furniture Store 
205 Main Street Route 38 Wilmington 



Firemen's Muster 
Continued from seventh page 

Class 2 with a record of 196 
feet and three inches. Taking 
third place money in Class 2 
was Niagara of Upton, Kass., 
with their effort carrying 184 
feet and ten and a bal f inches. 
Hydrant No. 3 of Holliston, 
Kass. ,was the fourth place 
winner scoring with their 179 
feet and eleven and a half 
inches. The fifth and final 
prize winner in Class 2 was 
Androscoggin No. 2 Toosham. 
Kaine, with a 171 feet and six 
inch attempt. 

The Marblehead OKO' s took 
the first place money in Class 
1 as they managed to put up 
the days best effort with a 
stream carrying 197 feet and 
five inches. Second place was 
hotly contested with L.V. 
stlaulding of Haverhill , Mass. , 
finally winning with their 188 
feet and one and a half inch
es. The Gov. Bradstreet of 
North Andover, Mass.,came in a 
close third with a stream of 
187 feet and nine and three 
quarter inches. The real bat-

TUB NAME 
CLASS 1 

OKO'S 
Marble head, Mass. 

L. V. SPAULDING 
Have rhill, Mass. 

GOV. BRADSTREET 
No. Andover, Mass. 

NEPTIJNE 
Newburyport, Mass. 

PROTECTION NO. 1 
Newbury, Mass. 

CLASS 2 

GERRY NO. 5 
Marblehead, Mass. 

'IDRRENT NO. 1 
Bath, Maine 

NIN3ARA 
Upton. Mass. 

HYDRANT NO . 3 
Holliston, Ma ss. 

Androscoggin No. 2 
Topsham, Maine 

FAGLE NO. 2 
Merrimac, Mass. 

HANOOCK NO. 128 
Ashburnham, Mass. 

tle for places came on the 
battle for fourth place money. 
A margin of a Quarter of an 
inch decided the winner. The 
Neptune of Newburyport, Mass., 
put up a stream of 177 feet 
and eight and a half inches 
while Protection No. 1 of 
Newbury, Mass.,had a best ef
fort of 177 feet and eight 
and a quarter inches, which 
gave them fifth place money. 

The water polo matches saw 
the Dracut department take 
first place with Ayer winning 
second honors. This game was 
played with a large can hun~ 
on a wire between two poles 
and the winning team had to 
send the can to the opponents 
pole by using the force of 
water from two hoses while 
the opposing team used their 
two hoses in an attempt to 
move the can to the other 
pole. In all there were seven 
departments in action in this 
event with the other units 
being Dunstable, Billerica, 
Westford, Danvers and Methuen. 

Following is a complete list 
of the hand tubs and their re
cords: 

FEET 

197 

188 

187 

177 

177 

196 

196 

184 

179 

171 

161 

146 

INCHES 

1~ 

3 

6 

11~ 

East Chelmsford Fire House 

CHELMSFORD CENTER FIRE STATION AT NOR111 ROAD. 

South Chelmsford V.I.A. 
This year, when the Town of 

Chelmsford celebrates its 
300th birthday, is also the 
75th active year for the South 
Chelmsford Village Improvement 
Association . The oldest active 
civic organization in Chelms
ford, the history of its first 
sixty years is contained in a 
tattered, yellow secretary's 
notebook. Beginning with the 
by-laws, adopted in April 
1881 and ending with the record 
of the annual meeting in April, 
1941, there is contained in 
this one book an account of 
the annual and special meet
ings of the organization for 
every year from 1881 to 1941 
with the exception of 1891, 
when 'the records of t he meet• 
ing were reported lost.' 

The first pages contain the 
Constitution and By-Laws, 
written in a beautiful scroll, 
and the Preamble composed so 
long ago still expresses the 
aims of the organization: 
'Whereas the people of South 

Chelmsford, being an enter
prising, ambitious people and 
desirous of making a mark in 
life, whereby they may be re
membered by the rising genera
tion, they deem it highly 
proper that they take upon 
themselves the project of im
proving, beautifying and orna
menting their vi llage and 
suburbs. ' 

The Constitution made pro 
vision for President, Vice 
President, Secretary and 
Treasurer and a Vigilance Com
mittee, whose duty 'it shal l 
be to look after all improved 
works, also to investigate and 
prosecute, if necessary, any 
person or persons found guilty 
of damaging any work carried 
on by the society.• 

Article V provided for mem
bership in this manner : 'Any 
person becoming a member of 
this society shall be requested 
to sign the Constitution and 
By-Laws and to pay the sum of 
twenty cents into the treasury.• 
However, over the years times 
have changed and the cost of 
living has gone up. Life mem
bership now costs twenty-five 
cents. 

Although Liberty Hall was in 
existence at the time, the an
nual meetings until 1900 were 
held at homes of various mem
bers and it was at the second 
meeting held on April 23, 1881 
at Mr. N.B. Lapham's that the 

Continued on sixteenth page 

Robins Hill Tower us ed as ~ 
fire lookout for miles around. 

South Chelmsford Fire Station, used originally as a 
School for the South sect ion. 

' 
... 
' 

I 
I 
I 

North Chelmsford Fi re Station. A new f ire statJon was vo
ted at Annual Town Meeting for the North sect ion to be lo
cated at the site of the old Princeton Street schools. 

West Chelmsford Fire Station. 

Congratulations Cl1elmsford 

WHALEN & COMPANY 
Industrial Woodworkers 

22 MAPLE ROAD SOUTH CHELMSFORD, MASS. 

r 



Police Officer 
Shot Ry ~1adman 

On July 19, 1927, Donald F. 
Adams , wh o had served the 
town as constable and police 
officer for nearly five years, 
died in a Lowell hosp! tal 
shortl y after being shot dur-
1 ng t he performance of his 
duties by a deranged Lowell 
man who had come to Chelmsford 
in an attempt to extort money 
from A. G. Pollard, founder and 
owner of the Lowell dry goods 
store bearing his name. Mr. 
Pollard , who had previously 
received two threatening let
ters at his home on Bartlett 
street, was sitting on his 
porch when a stranger -- ap
parently the author of these 
letters-- approabhed and de
manded pa_yment of $25,000. Mr. 
Pollard called a servant and 
the man fled through the grove 
to Boston road where the elec
tric car line then ended. The 
police were immediately noti
fied and a motorcycle officer, 
Mr. Adams, responded but found 
that the man had boarded the 
street car for Lowe! 1. He fol
lowed the car, which aJwa.ys 
stopped at the railroad cross
ing in Chelmsford street, and 
there stood beside it and 
asked the man to come out to 
talk with him. He refused and 
Officer Adams boarded the car. 
The man shot him as he walked 
oown the aisle toward him, and 
death followed within a half 
hour. The man was comm! tted to 
the Bridgewawer Hosp! tal for 
the Insane for l ife, but it is 
believed, has since been re 
leased. 

Murder Of Mrs. 
Wilfred Blondin 

On June 9, 1901, the decap
itated body of Mrs. Margaret 
Blondin was found hidren in a 
brush heap in ~elmsford, just 
off Mill Road, near Ruseell' s 
Mill, by Robert Hildreth, 
superintendent of the Town 
Farm, who was searching for a 
lost cow. About a week later, 
on June 15, detectives found 
an axe with which the murder 
was supposed to have been com
mitted. It was discovered a 
short distance from the mill 
brook in which Mrs. Blondin' s 
head was f ound earlier, and 
nearby was al so found a white 
silk tie presumable worn by 
the victim at the time of the 
murder. The finding of these 
articles tended at first to 
indicate that the murder was 
committed near where the body 
was found, but later it became 
known that the victim had been 
killed in Boston by her hus
band,, J. Wilfred Blondin,in 
a fit of temper over money 
matters. 

Blondin then stuffed her body 
into an enormous trunk and 
went with it by train to North 
Billerica. There he supervised 
the removal of the trunk, 
cautioning the station hands 
to be unusually careful of itf 
contents. Borrowing a driving 
horse and democrat wagon from 
a former Chelmsford employer, 
Blondin then took the trunk 
and its gru esome contents to 
the Russell's Mill neighbor
hood to be hidden. The trunk 
itself was not f ound until 
long after the case was closed. 
Its water-soaked and rotted 
remains were located during a 
period of prolonged drought 
in the most obvious place for 
such an object- - at the bot tom 
or the mill pond. 

Mr. Blondin, convicted of 
second degree murder ar:d sen
tenced to life imprisonment 
in the State Prison at Charles
town, died there of pneumonia 
in UllO, but recollections of 

the case that shocked staid 
Chelmsford residents to the 
core still linger tod'1, Mr. 
Blondin, or Fred, as he was 
known locally, came from his 
native Canada shortly before 
the turn of the century, seek
ing empl oyment. He was, later 
investigation revealed, free 
on bail after having been 
convicted of smuggling kerosene 
oil across the Canadi an border 
to avoid payment of duty. A 
Chelmsford resident, needing 
help in rebuilding his hen
houses and barn which were 
burned by a gang of hen thieves 
then active around the country
side, hired Fred through a 
Lowell empl oyment agency at 
$1. a day. Periodically, when 
he had earned $100., Blondin 
would ask for his wages, go 
to Lowell, and return shortly 
without the money. He refused 
to discuss what he had done 
with it, but it is clear no w 
that he was sending it back to 
Canada to pay off his $500 
fine for the srnuggl ing episode. 
Divorced from his wife in 
Canada, Blondin met the murder 
victim at the South Common 
~ idway in Lowell on July 
Fourth. He later married her 
and they moved to Boston after 
11 ving in Lowell for a time. 
There the argument and its 
fatal outcome occurred. 

Mr. Blondin, described in 
newspapers of the day as 'un
der medium height, very broad 
of chest and bowlegged, with 
dark moustache and hair', was 
regarded in town as a good 
wo rk,e r and very handy with 
tools. He was also known lo
cally as the bowlegged French
man' and this nickname dr~ve 
him into insane fits of blind 
rage. He h ad a 'gunpowder 
temper,' it is said, and when 
his wife failed to give him 
some of her money which he de
manded, the temper flared and 
the murder took place. Although 
Mrs. Blondin understandably 
appeared frightened of her ei

o l osi ve husband. thev were 
also apparently genuinely fond 
of each other and Fred pro
bably had no intention of 
killing her. It was this be
lief , brought out during the 
trial, which resulted in his 
conviction for second and not 
first degree murder. 

Before he attained notoriety 
as a murderer, Fred was well
known for the incredible de-

monstrations of strength he 
performed with the help of the 
broad shoulders noted in the 
police description of hia. 
A trial witness testified that 
he had once seen Blondin aove 
a dump cart loaded with gravel 
by stooping under its front 
axle and raising it on his 
shoulders, while another wit
ness told of a similarly un
believable feat involving an 
even heavier load. 

The Blondin case provided 
a harvest of headlines for 
thrill-seekers here and 
throughout the Boston area, 
but the under-statement of the 
year was probably provided by 
the Boston newspaper which 
stated, just prior to the 
final unravelling of the sor
did case, that 'Blondi n sud
denly threw up his job in Bos
ton and disappeared as soon as 
the body was identified. The 
authoriti es think that he 
could throw some light on the 
subject.' 

Po I ice Band 
Continued from fifth page 

Das, George Marine 1, Ray Morin, 
Samuel Mortnam, Roger Proulx, 
Walter Wilkins, Jr. , and drum 
carrier John McEnaney. 

The next appearance that 
this organization will make 
will be in the parade during 
the cc,11ing Tercentenary cele
bration and they will bear 
watcbiug as they make their 
debut on the local scene. 

A Dreadful Accident 
To the list of casualties 

which invariably burden the 
columns of the newspapers 
throughout the land the dllY 
following the celebratiop of 
tpe national anniversary LJuly 
4J, Chelmsford is now a sorrow
ful contributor. Never in the 
history of the town, so far as 
is known, has occurred so tra
gi can event as that which 
early on the morning of the 
Fourth cast a feeling of gloom 
over this community.About half 
past 12 o'cl ock, three young 
men, Walter & Simons, j r . -
son of the well known manager 
of the Central House--Fred San
ton and Hanson Thurston, hav
ing received permission to 
fir e a s al ute with an old 
cannon which for many years 
has been stored at various 

Best Wishes To 
The People of Chelmsford 

/ 

LT. GOVERNOR 
SUMNER G. WHITTIER 

places in the village , pro
ceeded to the c0111110n for that 
purpose and discharged the 
piece twice without accident. 
While Simons and S&ntoa were 
raaaing home the third car
tridge.Thurston, who had his 
thllllb upon the vent, probably 
involuntarily withdrew his 
band on account of a sharp 
burning sensation and an ex
plosion immediately followed. 
Young Siaons was struck by the 
r1111110r of the left side of the 
lower jaw, which was badly 
shattered and the ausclea and 
bla>d vessels on the s .. e aide 
or the neck were coapletely 
severed. The force of the ex
plosion threw him soae ten 
feet from the cannon and death 
was instantaneous. Pieces of 
the raamer were afterwards 
found many rods !roa the aceir 
dent . ••Deceased was 22 
years old, a young 11an of ac
tive habits, kind-hearted and 
of warm and generous impulses. 
In t hi s sudden and grievous 
affliction his parents will 
have the deepest symp athy or 
the comaunity. 

Fred Santom, the other vic
tim of the eXPlosion waster
ribly mutilated but probably 
will live. With assistance he 
was able to walk to the house 
of Dr. Howard, who dressed his 
wounds and then accompanied 

hi• to the Lowell city hospi
tal , where aaputation of the 
right 111'11,about 4 inches below 
the el bow was performed by Dr. 
Johnson, assisted by Drs. 
Siapaon and Howard. He al so 
lost the thuab and forefinger 
of the left hlnd and his face 
and eyes were aeverly burned, 
iaperilling the sight of the 
right eye. Young S&ntoa, who 
1a 18 years of age, 1a indeed 
in a aost unfortunate condi
tion. He is 111 orphan, wi tbout 
aeans, aaking his hoae with 
his aged grandaother, herself 
in h111ble circU11Stances. 

Thia sad event carries its 
own leaa>n. Will it be heeded? 

Jan.. 1891. P'red A. Santo•, 
the young man who lost an ant 
July 4, 1889, by the preuture 
discharge of a cannon, was 
provided with an excellent 
substitute Frida, through the 
contributions of the people of 
the village, which were aolic
i ted by llrs. N. A. Glidden. The 
expense of the ara was $60. 
and it was obtained in New 
York through the kind offices 
of Dr. & H. Cliaberlin of this 
to wn. A knife, fork , hook, 
etc., are part of the outfit, 
and after a little practice 
the owner will probably real
ize how closely in ao•e lines 
art can iaitate nature's hand
iwork. 
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rrr ·- S:>uth Chel msfo ro V. I • A. about painting the street lamps and if they would not, much discussion about the care 
Continued from fourteenth page to get them painted, drawing and protection and expense 
constitution and by-laws were such money as might be re- these trees had received from 
accepted . It was there that ciiired from the Treasury., the older residents of the 
the first slate of officers After several years of meet- village , it was voted that 
was elected: President-M. Hut- ing in the spring to work , the V. I. A. file a protest 
chins; Vice President-D. w. they decided to mi:l business against any tree being removed 
Bickford; Secretary-Warren with pleasure and in 1883 was on Acton Street, South Chelms
Berry; Treasurer-Mrs. Mary started the annual ·custom of ford. ' 
Lapham and Vigilance Comlllittee having a dinner on work day Besides being a record of 
-L. J.Mansfield, Artemas Parker and this custom was carried the civic accomplishments of 
and Frank Byam. It would seem out for thirty years. Perhaps the people of South Chelrns
that the first no11inating com- there wasn't too much to eat ford, the old notebook also 
aittee chose wisely, because at the first few suppers, be- gives a glimpse of life as it 
the first officers became the cause in 1886 it was voted •to was lived at the turn of the 
backbone of the organization. have a good square dinner., century in a small N. E. town. 
Mn. Mary Lapham served twenty- Then things seemed to get bet- The minutes of the meeting in 
one consecutive years as ter and in 1892 it was 'Voted 1909 close with the following 
Treasurer and Warren Berry to have a dinner at Liberty sentence: "nle fire alarm com
held one of the principal of- Hall on working day (and a menced to ring and the meeting 
fices nearly every year for supper, if there is enough closed without ceremony.• One 
twenty-nine years. left. )' has a picture of the fire 

It was the custom of the or- Although socials were held whistle interrupting a spir-
ganization from the very be- from time to time each year, ited discussion and the hall 
ginning to set a 'work day• the main purpose of the organ!- emptying rapidly as the volun
each year in the spring, when zation continued to be the teer firemen raced toward the 
trees were planted and such improvement and beautification firehouse, while the women 
improvements as were possible of the village, together with gathered anxiously in front of 
were made in the town. the protection and continuance the hall to speculate on the 

In 1882 it was voted ' to of improvements already begun. location of the fire . 
aeet on Thursday, April 20 to In 1900 it was voted to have In 1900 the following reso
set out trees, build sidewalks the common graded and seeded lution was made a permanent 
and make what improvements we down some time the coming Fall part of the records of the 
can.• At the sue meeting it and a sum of money not to ex- association: 
was voted 'To authorize -the ceed thirty dollars was a.ppro- 'Whereas death has removed 
President to purchase fifty- priated for the purpose. In the past year two of the mem
nine (59) trees at a cost of 1913 a committee was chosen to bers of our Association we do 
$22.05 .' see that the electric lights hereby 

In 1885 it was voted ~hat a were kept in better condition 'Resolve. That in the death 
~itteeoftbree be appointed on Acton st. In 1918, it was of Nathan B. Lapham and Newell 
to confer with the Town Center voted that $10 and the use of E. Parker, the Association has 
in regard to improving Robbins the ball be contributed by the lost two faithful and efficient 
Hill.) In 1886, Messrs. Lapham V. I.A. towards ttie entertain- members who cheerfully contri
and ,Berry wereappointed a com- ment of some of the soldiers buted to its supp o rt and 
•ittee to see about some street from Camp Devens. In 1923 the labored in all ways to advance 
lights. In 1890, 'The Com- association voted to give the its interests . And that we 
•ittee on Labor were author- fire department $25 for the recognized in them those quali
ized to get two street lamps'; fire whistle. There was a ties which made them good and 
in 1895 it was voted to buy special meeting on April 7, loyal citizens, kind and ob
ten new lamps and also a new 1926 - 'Ibis meeting was called liging neighbors, faithful and 
flag' and in 1897 'it was to consider the removal of true friends. 
voted that the Executive Com- trees which were posted to be 'Resolve. While we acknow
aittee see the to11n officials cut down on Acton Road. Mter ledge the band from whom these r------_;_:.:.:....:.:.:...:.::.:.:::....::...:.::::.:::::....::::=.:..~:.!---=:.._--

Congratulations 
On 

Chelmsford's Tercentenary 

events come, we sorrow because 
they shall meet with us no 
mo re. And will ever cherrish 
(sic) precious memories of 
them. 

'Resolve. That these resolu
tions be copied in the records 
of the society. And copies be 
sent to the bereaved families 
who have our love and sympathy. • 

Perhaps in these days of 
hustle and hurry we envy those 
who lived at a time when an 
organization could take the 
time and several of its mem
bers make the ~ffort to write 
up a resolution like that. And 
certainly we are glad that the 
records have been preserved to 
give UP a glimpse into what we 
have always heard termed •gra
cious 11 ving. • 

Names which predominated the 
organization's early history 
are synonymous with those ac
tive in the political and 
civic activities of the Town 
at that time: names such as 
Byam, Lapham, Garland, Dupee, 
Bickford , Hutchins, Park and 
Battles. 

The firmness of the founda
tion of this organization is 
realized when it is noted that 
today , after three-quarters of 
a century, the organization is 
still using the same Preamble 
as its guiding force. The or
ganization bas ever been will
ing and eager to sponsor and 
support any project for civic 
improvement. Now in 1955 the 
V.I.A. is more active than 
ever, with a larger membership 
enabling it to spread its ef
forts farther to keep pace with 
one of the fastest g rowing 
conmunities in the area. Still 
intent upon improving the vil
lage, perhaps the most import
ant work of the organization 
at the present time is centered 
at the bathing beach at Bap-

tist Pond. The area was pur
chased by the V. I.A. last year 
and every effort has been made 
to develop a family picnic and 
bathing area where safety and 
cleanliness are the watchwords. 
Much is still left to be done 
and more land must be acquired 
before the present dreams of 
the association can become 
reality, but there is no doubt 
about the final outcome be
cause now, 75 years later, the 
membership of the South Chelms
ford Village Improvement As
sociation is still an 'enter
prising, ambitious people and 
desirous of making a mark in 
life. • 

The Rev.W i lkes Allen, Minister 
of the First Congregation• 
church, Center, 1803-1832 , ant 
author of the town's fi rst his
tory. (published 1820). 

P. Cogger Company 
GUARANTEED 

Wash Sand and Gravel 

Excavating and Trucking 

Tel. GL 3-1381 
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"Service Sure 5o Sauj/'J,, 
RADIO • TELEVISION • SOUND 

IACKED BY 14 YEARS ELECT.RON LC EXPEll.ENCE OH ALL MAKES Of 

TELEVISION, HOME & AUTO RADIOS 
PHONOG·RAPHS 

INSTALLATION - SALES - SERVICE 

IU&I flDRJJY SYSlEMS • INTERCOM & SOUND SYSTEMS 
PU8UC ADDIESS SYSTEMS· SALES· RBITAU. SERVICE 

COLOR TELEVISION 

489 -491 WESTFORD ST. at STEVENS ST., Lowell 

SHAMAHAN RAD,10 - TELEVISION SiRVICE 
WALTER F. SHANAHAN 


